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COMMENDATORY LETTER. 


Boston, Nov. 6th, 1851. 

Dear Sir: I have the pleasure of acknowledging the receipt of a copy of the 
« American Muck Book,” recently published by you, and edited by Mr. D. J. Browne. 

From an attentive examination of the pages of this book, I have come to the con- 
clusion that it ls one of the best works extant, on the principles of scientific agricul- 
ture, and the best compendium of our most recent knowledge of the nature of ma- 
nures and their adaptation to particular soils and crops. It cannot be expected that 
a single volume could possibly contain the whole sum of chemical knowledge, appli- 
cable to the science of agriculture ; but on looking over the closely-printed and com- 
pact tables of analyses,and the abundant formulas, which this publication contains 
I could not fail to be surprised at the industry manifested in preparing it. I was 
also gratified to find it so well adapted to the American system of husbandry, and so * 
practical inits character. Its copious and accurate index adds not a little to its value. 
T shall certainly recommend it to my agricultural friends as a very usefui book, and 
one necessary to every scientific farmer. Iam 

Respectfully your ob’t. serv’t. 
CHARLES T. JACKSON, State Assayer, &c, 
To C. M. Saxton, Esg., N. ¥. 
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PREFACE. 


In offering the public a work on Manures, in the face of so many treatises on the 
subject, one would naturally be led to expect that the author would add something 
new to the common stock of existing agricultural knowledge, much of which has been 
handed down from generation to generation for many hundred years ; or, at least, that 
he would give some satisfactory reason for thus introducing himself to public notice. 

The design of the AMerican Muck Book, then, is not to present any novel or 
hitherto unheard-of theory or hypothesis in agriculture ; but to collect, arrange, and 
condense what men of experience and sound judgment, both of ancient and modem 
times, have already written upon the subject, embodied in a simplified form, together 
with such facis and observations as have come directly under the notice of the author, 
and such as may safely be recommended for general practice, treated of at the same 
time in such a manner as shall come within the comprehension of the “working 
farmer” who may have formed comparatively but little acquaintance with chemical 
science. 

In order that he may not be accused of the reproach of making too free a use of the 
labors of others who have written before him, the author would shelter himself for 
the present, as well as for all past occasions, under the following Horatian maxim : 


“ Publica materies privati juris erit, st 
Nec circa vilem patulumque moraberis orbem,”” 


which has been thus paraphrased: “A well-known subject, even though already 
ably handied, becomes as much the property of the author who treats of it anew as if 
he had been the first to write about it, provided always it be treated in a novel man- 
ner.” According to the foregoing rule, then, it is hoped that so much of novelty 
will be found in this work as shall distinguish it from every other book ever written 
on the subject, stamping it at the same time with an identity of its own, and making 
it interesting and acceptable to the great body for whom it is designed. 

Furthermore, the author has the candor, honesty, and fearlessness to confess that 
he has made, for the public good, a free use of the labors of Theophrastus, Cato, Pliny, 
Columella, Varro, Heresbachius, Googe, Woriige, Houghton, Eliis, Hale, Dickson, 
Priestly, Meadowbank, Dundonald, Davy, Chaptal, Berzelius, Vauquelin, Vitalis, Ein- 
hof, Schweitzer, Girardin, Boussingault, Sprengel, Payen, Herapath, Johnston, An- 
derson, Main, Way, Ogston, Rham, Morton, and Johnson, of Europe, and of Jackson, 
Beck, Emmons, Shephard, Norton, Rogers, Booth, Gardner, and Antisell, of the Uni- 
ted States, without giving them in several instances such credit as the over-nice critic 
would fuin to demand. He has endeavored not to deviate, however, from established 
custom, except in cases where he deemed it expedient to change the language, in 
part, for the sake of brevity, elucidation, or Americanising the subject, or adapting 
it to our climate, resources, economy, condition of soil, class and rotation of crops, 
&c., &c. Much of the matter is entirely original, founded on the practice and actual 
experience of the author, and a large share of the work has been re-written or com- 
posed anew. With this candid avowel, no further apology would seem necessary. 

New York, September l0th, 1851. D. J. Be 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Ar the solicitaiion’of many eminent and practical agriculturists, who have often 
expressed the desire for a treatise on Manures, giving in a condensed form the sub- 
stance of what is already known on the subject, and embracing in particular what 
has been revealed by modern science, the publisher has been induced to bring out 
the present work. 

Among the chief reasons for selecting the author for the performance of such an 
undertaking, and his adaptability for the accomplishment of the task, are the follow- 
ing :—Mr. Browne was bred and educated a practical farmer; within the last thirty 
years, his attention has been exclusively directed to Agriculture, Chemistry, Geology, 
and their kindred sciences, and in the mean time he has travelled and resided more 
or less in various parts of North and South America, the West Indies, Europe, and 
Western Africa, which has afforded him opportunities to witness the entire range of 
farming, gardening, and planting, in all the varied aspects of soils, crops, climates, 
and the different systems practised. Within the last fifteen years, he has been under 
the tuition, or in concert with several of the most eminent chemists of the age, and 
has*read or consulted most of the works, both ancient and modern, relating to the 
subject under consideration; and hence, he will be found equally at home in the 
closet, in the laboratory, and in the field. 

There is one feature in the present work which would seem to claim particular at- 
jention ; and that is, in reading several of the quotations from old authors, it will bs 
seen that many facts and principles attributed to modern discovery, were known long 
before the days of Davy, Licbig, and a host of others, who haye been looked upon 
by many as prodigies of the ege. As instances of this, it will be seen that the use 
of bones as a manure was known to the Welsh in the middle of the first century ; 
horns, hoofs, and guano, in the seventeenth century ; nitrogen, ammonia, gypsum, 
super-phosphate of lime, sulphuric acid, the other alkalies and acids, as well as peat 
and swamp mud, green crops, rain water, snow, hail, &c., in the eighteenth century. 
Hence the farmer may rest assured that all the above-named substances may be safely 
used agreeably to the directions given in this work, as they have stood the test in 
many climates, and in various ages of the world. 

Another feature which is also deserving of notice, is the frequent usé made of the 
labors of Professors Way, Ogston, Johnston, and other European chemists, which 
would seem, at the first view, to be inapplicable to our country, and as out of place 
in coming from a foreign source. But when it is considered that immense sums of 
money have been expended for experiments and analyses by the Royal Agricultural 
Society of England, as well as by other similar associations abroad, and but compara- 
tively a small amount expended either by any of our state or general governments, it 
will be obvious that the author must have made use of these facts, or have issued 
the work in a less complete state. One thing is certain, the information is reliable in 
coming from so high authorities, and, on general principles, will apply to all countries 
of the globe. 

C. M. SAXTON, 

New York, September 16th, 1851. 


GASEOUS AND IMPONDERABLE MANURES. 


AIR OF THE ATMOSPHERE. 


HE air we breathe, and in which plants live and grow, is 
possessed of weight, is susceptible of compression and expan- 
sion, is the medium of heat and cold, and is indispensable to 
the lives of all terrestrial animals and plants. By a most beau- 
tiful arrangement in the economy of nature, the different pro- 
cesses of animal and vegetable respiration are wisely made 
mutually to assist each other, the particular gases thrown off 
by the respiration of the one, harmoniously contributing to 
the support of the other. 

In investigating the air of our atmosphere, we find it is com- 
posed principally of a mixture of oxygen and nitrogen gases, 
in the proportion very nearly of 21 of the former to 79 of the 
latter. It contains, however, as a constituent necessary to the 
very existence of vegetable life, a small per-centage- of car- 
bonic acid. On an average, this carbonic acid amounts to 
about >2,;ths part of the bulk of the air. On the shores of the 
sea or of great lakes, this quantity diminishes; and it becomes 
sensibly less as we recede from the land. It is also less by 
day than by night, ( as 333.ths to 4,32,ths,) and it is less over a 
moist than over a dry soil. 

The air is also imbued with moisture. Watery vapor is 
everywhere diffused through it, but the quantity varies with 
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the season of the year, with the climate, with the nature of the 
locality, with its altitude, and with its distance from the equa- 
tor. In temperate climates, it oscillates on the same spot be- 
tween 4 and 1} per cent. of the weight of the air; being least 
in mid-winter and greatest in the hot months of summer. 
There are also mingled with the atmosphere, traces of the 
vast variety of substances, which are capable of rising from 
the surface of the earth in the form of vapor; such, for in- 
stance, as are given off by decaying animal or vegetable mat- 
ter, which are the produce of disease in either class of bodies, 
or which are evolved during the operations of nature in the in- 
organic kingdom, or by the artificial processes of man. Among 
these accidental vapors are to be included those miasmata, 
which, in certain parts of the world, render whole districts un- 
healthy, as well as certain compounds of ammonia, which are 
inferred to exist in the atmosphere, because they can be de- 
‘cted in rain water, or in newly-fallen snow. : 

In this constitution of the atmosphere, we can discover many 
_ beautiful adaptations to the wants and structure of animals 
and plants. The exciting effect of pure oxygen on the animal 
economy is diluted by the large admixture with nitrogen; the 
quantity of carbonic acid present is sufficient te supply food 
to the plant, while it is not so great as to prove injurious to 
the animal; and the watery vapor suffices to maintain the re- 
quisite moisture and flexibility of the parts of both orders of 
beings, without being, in general, in such a proportion as to 
prove hurtful to either. 

The air, also, by its subtlety, diffuses itself everywhere. 
Into every pore of the soil it makes its way. When there, it 
yields its oxygen or its carbonic acid to the dead vegetable 
matter, or to the living root. A shower of rain expels the half- 
corrupted air, to be succeeded by a purer portion as the water 
retires. The heat of the sun warms the soil and expands the 
imprisoned gases; these partially escape, and are, as before, 
replaced by other air when the rays of the sun are withdrawn. 

By the action of these and other causes, a constant circula- 
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lion is, to a certain extent, kept up between the atmosphere 
on the surface, which plays among the leaves ana stems of 
plants, and the air which mingles with the soil and ministers 
to the roots. 

The operation and precise effects of the atmosphere on 
vegetation will be found in the next and succeeding articles, 
embraced under this division of the subject. 


AMMONIA. 


Ammonta, ammoniacal gas, spirits of hartshorn, alkaline air, 
or volatile alkali, which names it has at different periods as- 
sumed, is a gaseous compound, formed of 1 equivalent of 
nitrogen, 141, and 3 of hydrogen, having an atomic weight, or 
combining number, of 174. When pure, it is an incondensa- 
ble colorless gas, possessing great pungency, acridity, and 
alkaline properties, acting powerfully on the nose and eyes. 
It is incapable of supporting combustion, and is nearly in- 
flammable. Water, at the common temperature and pressure 
of the atmosphere, readily absorbs about 780 times its bulk, 
and in this state forms strong liquid ammonia, which, when 
much more dilute, is popularly known as spirits of hartshorn, or 
water of ammonia of the shops. é 

Ammonia, in combination with acids, is frequently found 
ready formed in nature; but that met with in commerce was 
originally brought from Egypt, where it was obtained by sub- 
limation under the form of sal ammoniac, (muriate or hydro- 
chlorate of ammonia, of modern chemists,) from the soot pro- 
duced by burning camel’s dung. It was afterwards procured 
from putrid urine by distillation ; but at the present day, it is 
chiefly prepared from the ammoniacal liquor of gas works, 
and the manufactories of animal charcoal, ivory or bone black, 
or by steeping animal substances in a solution of the muriate 
of magnesia. In a state of nature, it is found in variable 
quantities among the saline products of volcanoes, in sea water, 
in bituminous coal, and in the leaves of some plants. It ex- 
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ists in considerable quantity in guano, the dung and urine of 
animals, and is well known to form one of the products of all 
fermenting animal matter; and its smell may readily be de- 
tected in cesspools, dunghills, in or near stables where horses, 
cattle, &c., are kept, in rain-water cisterns, and near the sur- 
face of cultivated ground just after the commencement of a 
summer shower. 

Ammonia is known to exist in the atmosphere in small and 
variable quantity, as well as in rain water, snow, hail, and 
dew. It has also been found in many clays, and traces of it 
may be discovered in most soils; but it is not known to be a 
natural or essential constituent of any of the solid rocks of 
which the crust of this globe is composed. These clays and 
soils, therefore, are supposed to have derived their ammonia 
from the air. Whence, then, is this ammonia derived, and is 
its quantity sufficient to supply the demands of the entire veg- 
etation of the globe? On this subject, Professor Johnston re- 
marks: “When animal substances undergo decay, nearly all 
the nitrogen they contain is ultimately separated from the other 
constituents in the form of ammonia. During the decay of 
plants, also, a portion of their nitrogen escapes in the state of 
ammonia. Of the ammonia thus formed, much ascends into 
the air, chiefly in combination with carbonic acid, as carbon- 
ate of ammonia, (smelling salts.) and much remains in the 
soil. Were the whole of the nitrogen contained in plants and 
animals to assume the form of ammonia when they decay,and 
remain in the soil or in the air, it would always be within the 
reach either of the roots or leaves of the living races; and 
thus the same ammonia might again and again return into the 
circulation of new vegetable tribes, and be always alone suffi- 
cient to supply all the demands of the existing vegetation of 
the globe. 

“ But of the ammonia thus formed, a portion is daily washed 
from the soil by the rains and carried to the sea, and much 
more, probably, is washed from the air by the waters of the 
sea itself, or by the rains which fall directly into the wide 
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oceans; and we know of no compensating process by which 
this ammonia can be restored to the air, and again made use- 
ful to vegetation. 

“The fact which most clearly illustrates the production of 
ammonia in nature, both on the surface of the earth, in the 
soil, and far in the interior near the seat of volcanic fires, 
is this: That, if a current of moist air be made to pass 
over red-hot charcoal, carbonic acid and ammonia are 
simultaneously formed. This is, in reality, only a repetition 
in another form of what takes place, when vegetable matter 
decays, or iron filings rust in moist air. The carbon and the 
iron decompose the watery vapor in the air, and combine with 
its oxygen, while at the instant of its liberation, the hydrogen 
of the water combines with the nitrogen of the air, and forms 
ammonia. . 

«The source of the ammonia, evolved in volcanic districts, 
therefore, is no longer obscure. The existence of combustible 
matter in such districts, and at great depths beneath the sur- 
face, can, in few cases, be doubted, and the passage of a mixed 
atmosphere of common air and steam over such combustible 
matter, at ahigh temperature, appears to be alone necessary 
to the production of ammonia. It is unnecessary, then, to 
have recourse to doubtful speculations in order to account for 
the natural reproduction of ammonia, to a certain extent, in 
the place of that which is constantly undergoing decomposi- 
tion by the agency of causes, such as those above described. . 
But is the indefinite quantity of ammonia reproduced by these 
indirect methods sufficient to replace all that is lost? Can it 
be supposed to impart to plants all the nitrogen they require?” 

In the opinion of the author just quoted, ammonia is sup- 
plied to plants chiefly by the natural decay of animal and 
vegetable substances and nitric acid—partly by the natural 
oxidation of dead organic matter, and partly by the direct 
union of oxygen and nitrogen through the agency of atmos- 
pheric electricity. 


For further information on the operation and application of 
y* 
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ammonia, the reader is referred to AMMONIACAL SALTs under the 
head of “Saline Manures,” &c., and GAS-HOUSE Liquor, under 
the head of “ Liquid Manures.” 


CARBONIC ACID GAS. 


Tus compound, which is also known under the names of 
fixed air and choke damp, is widely distributed throughout all 
nature, and is the product of the combustion of carbon in an 
abundance of oxygen. It is gaseous at all temperatures under 
ordinary pressure—is incombustible, and incapable of sup- 
porting combustion and respiration. Like oxygen, hydrogen, 
and nitrogen, it is colorless and transparent, but may readily 
be distinguished from all these by its acid taste and smell, by 
its solubility in water, and by its great density. Water, at 
60° F., under the ordinary pressure of the atmosphere, dissolves 
rather more than its own bulk of this gas (100 measures of 
water dissolve 106 of gas). It is about one half heavier than 
the atmosphere, near the earth, and hence may be poured 
through the air from one vessel into another. Hence, also, 
where it issues from the earth in large quantities, as in many 
volcanic districts, it flows along the surface like water, enters 
into and fills up the cracks and hollows, and sometimes runs 
to a considerable distance from its source before it is dissi- 
pated among the still air, through which it ascends much 
more slowly than the otker gases of which the atmosphere is 
composed. 

Burning bodies are extinguished in carbonic acid, and liy- 
ing beings plunged into it instantly cease to breathe. Mixed 
with $th of its bulk of this gas, the atmospheric air is rendered 
unfit for respiration. It is, however, the principal food of 
plants, being absorbed by their leaves and roots in large 
quantity. Hence the presence of carbonic acid in the atmos- 
phere is necessary to the growth of plants, and they have been 
observed to thrive better when the quantity of this gas in the 
air is considerably augmented. Plants will bear about 20 
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per cent. of this gas in addition to what is natural to them, but 
then they must be exposed to the light. Probably from 5 to 
8 per cent. is as much as can be safely used. Common air, as 
has been already stated, does not contain more on an average 
than s34,,th of its bulk of carbonic acid; but M. De Saussure 
found that plants in the sunshine grew better when it was in- 
creased to = th of the bulk of the air, but beyond this quantity 
they were injured by its presence, even when exposed to the 
sun. When the carbonic acid amounted to one half, the 
plants died in seven days; when it reached two thirds of the 
bulk of the air, they ceased to grow altogether. In the shade, 
any increase of carbonic acid beyond that which naturally 
exists in the atmosphere of our globe, was found to be injuri- 
ous. 

In nature, carbonic acid is produced under a great variety 
of circumstances. It is given off from the lungs of all animals 
during respiration. It is formed during the progress of fer- 
mentation. Fermented liquors owe their sparkling qualities 
to the presence of this gas. During the decay of animal and 
vegetable substances in the air, in compost heaps, or in the 
soil, it is evolved in great abundance. In certain volcanic 
countries, it issues in large quantity from springs and from” 
cracks and fissures in the surface of the earth ; while the vast 
amount of carbon contained in the wood and coal daily con- 
sumed by burning, is carried up into the atmosphere, chiefly 
in this form. 

Carbonic acid consists of 1 equivalent of carbon and 2 
of oxygen. It unites with bases, (potash, soda, lime, &c.,) and 
forms compounds known by the name of carbonaies. Thus 
pearlash is an impure carbonate of polash; the common soda 
of the shops, carbonate of soda; ana limestone or chalk, carben- 
ates of lime. From these compounds, it may be readily disen- 
gaged by pouring upon them diluted muriatic or sulphuric 
acids. From limestone, it is also readily expelled by heat, as 
in the common limekilns. During this process, the limestone 
loses nearly 44 per cent. of its weight, (43,4, when pure and 
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dry,) a loss which represents the quantity of carbonic acid 
driven off. Hence by burning limestone on the spot where it 
is quarried, nearly one half the cost of transportation may be 
saved.—.fohnsion. 


CHLORINE. 


CHLORINE, when pure, is a gaseous substance, possessing a 
yellowish-green color, a disagreeable, pungent, suffocating 
odor, and an astringent, acid taste. It is a non-supporter of 
ordinary combustion and respiration, although phosphorous, 
gold leaf, metallic potassium and sodium, and several other 
metals take fire in it and burn of their own accord. It is 
nearly 44 times heavier than common air, and therefore may 
be readily poured from one vessel into another. Water absorbs 
twice its own bulk of the gas, acquiring its color, smell, and 
disagreeable astringent taste. If a mixture of common salt 
and black oxide of manganese be put into a flask or bottle of 
colorless glass, and sulphuric acid, (oil of vitriol,) be poured 
upon it,a gas of a greenish-yellow color will be given off, 
and will gradually fill the bottle. Its most remarkable prop- 
” erties are, -its power of destroying almost all vegetable and 
animal colors, as well as the putrid odor of decomposing or- 
ganic matter. Hence its value asa bleaching agent, and as 
a disinfectant and fumigant. 

Animals cannot breathe it without suffocation; and when 
unmixed with air, it speedily kills all living vegetables. The 
solution of chlorine in water was found by Davy to promote 
the germination of seeds. 

{t does not exist, and is rarely evolved in nature in a free or 
uncombined state, and therefore is not known to exercise any 
direct action upon the general vegetation of the globe. It ex- 
ists largely, however, in common salt, (chloride of sodium,) 
every 100 lbs. of this substance containing upwards of 60 lbs. 
of chlorine. Indirectly, therefore, it may be supposed to in- 
fluence, in some degree, the growth of plants, where common 
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salt exists naturally in the soil, or is artificially applied in any 
form to the land.—Johnston. 


* 
ELECTRICITY. 


Wiruin the last half century, much interest has been taken 
in Europe and in this country, but not with much success, in 
the application of this agent, as a stimulant or fertiliser in 
forwarding garden vegetables, and indeed, field crops and 
trees. Yet, from the very nature of electricity, its operations 
are too little understood for the cultivator to derive much ad- 
vantage from its use. Sir H. Dav¥, in treating of this subject 
says: “Electrical changes are constantly taking place in na- 
ture on the surface of the earth, and in the atmosphere; but 
as yet, the effects of this power in vegetation have not been 
correctly estimated. It has been shown by experiments made 
by means of the Voltaic battery, (the instrument in which 
electricity is evolved by the mutual action of zinc, copper, and 
water,) that compound bodies, in general, are capable of being 
decomposed by electrical powers; and it is probable, that the 
various electrical phenomena occurring in our system must 
influence both the germination of seeds and the growth of 
plants. I found that an acorn sprouted much more rapidly in 
water positively electrified by the Voltaic instrument, than in 
water negatively electrified; and experiments made upon the 
atmosphere show that clouds are usually negative; and as 
when a cloud is in one state of electricity, the surface of the 
earth beneath is brought into an opposite state, it is probable 
that, in common cases, the surface of the earth is positive.” 

The plans which have more recently been adopted in this 
country, and by some, thought to have been attended with 
success, are the two following, as detailed in Gardner’s Farm- - 
er’s Dictionary:—Wires are supported upon a trellis running 
north and south, at a height of four to six feet above the 
ground as denoted in fig. 1; at the ends of each trellis, they 
are bent down to the ground and about three inches below it, 
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and are conveyed at this depth through the soil, from one to 
the other end, so that the wire forms a parallelogram, thus: 


Wire. ar 


Cowes: | ware reernceresesmnenescueceenwsapemmtmenes arene tare cr terecevesmecseteesmssaeetons:|oreresn Surface of the earth. 
Wire. 
Fic. 1. 

A number of these, at distances of two to four feet, are 

arranged through the fields, and the grain or plants sown in 
the soil or in drills. It is stated on good authority that rye, 
oats, wheat, &c., so treated, are singularly developed and ad- 
vanced in maturity. May it not be worthy of trial? In this 
case, the atmospheric electricity is supposed to act. 
, The second plan isa Galvanic arrangement. Large plates 
of sheet copper and zinc are used, the size depending upon 
the distance at which they are placed—18 inches deep and 
three feet long may be used at a distance of 50 feet; these are 
sunk into the soil vertically, excepting three inches of the top, 
which is left exposed ; from one to the other, passes a stout cop- 
per wire, which is well soldered to both, and sustained by a 
few sticks or a trellis. 


Wire supported by sticks above the soil. 


Surface of the soil. 


Zinc plate. Fic. 2. Copper plate. 


Such an arrangement may be made to inclose four or five 
drills of potatoes, carrots, parsnips, &c. The fluid of the earth, 
acting on the zinc, produces a corrosion, which gives rise to 
the Galvanic or electric current that traverses the soil, and is 
said to cause plants to grow very rapidly. An experiment 
after this plan was tried on potatoes by a Mr. Ross, at Ravens- 
wood, Long Island, in 1844, and it is stated, was successful. 
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FALLOWING. 


Wey land is allowed to rest without having any seed sown 
upon it, and without being touched by the plow, it is called a 
lea; but when it is allowed to rest, and at the same time is 
plowed, and exposed to the influence of the atmosphere, for 
the purpose of rendering it more friable, clearing it of herbage 
or weeds, and of absorbing fertilising gases, it was originally 
called a fallow; but now, different names are given to fallows, 
according to the purposes for which they are intended, and 
the manner and season in which they are made. Thus a 
naked fallow is that in which the ground is plowed at suitable 
intervals for several times in succession, and remaining some 
length of time without being sown. A green fallow is that 
where the land has been rendered mellow by plowing under 
a crop of oats, rye, buckwheat, clover, ray grass, turnips, 
lucern, chickory, lupines, or other cheap vegetables just in 
flower, by means of which, poor soils are cheaply and rapidly 
improved, especially if a liming be given. In this mode of fal- 
lowing, no time is lost by the land lying idle, or in an unpro- 
ductive state. Fallows are also sometimes distinguished by 
the season of the year in which the operation is chiefly or 
wholly performed, as summer and winter fallows. They are 
also named after the crops plowed under, as clover fallow, tur- 
nip fallow, &c. 

Fallowing was so much practised in the ancient Roman 
husbandry, that seldom any seed was sown but on a fallow, 
and the product, in some cases, was nearly double that of the 
present day; but in England and this country, the practice is 
now generally regarded as unprofitable, requiring much time 
and expenditure, which might otherwise be better employed. 
But, on clayey soils, a complete fallow has long been consid- 
ered as the basis of every profitable rotation crop by the most 
judicious farmers of Scotland; and according to their concur- 
ring experience, on wet, cohesive soils, however good the 
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course of tillage, no trials, made upon a large scale, to post- 
pone a fallow more than eight years, have hitherto been suc- 
cessful. Their land has been uniformly recruited during fal- 
lowing, which is proved by the circumstance, that, in all soils, 
a much less quantity of dung is necessary after a summer fal- 
low. 

Different soils require different classes of fallowing, as well 
as a different rotation of crops, which the ‘season of the year 
and local circumstances will naturally suggest themselves to 
the prudent husbandman, so that no absolute rule of one dis- 
trict will apply to another. The principal use of fallowing is 
in altering the mechanical arrangement of the soil, either by 
pulverising it, or making it moge compact, both of which 
effects are thereby produced, according to circumstances, and 
in absorbing fertilising gases from the atmosphere as well as 
in destroying roots, seed weeds, and insects. Although a 
winter fallow is an excellent thing in light sandy ground, as a 
preparation for spring crops, a naked summer fallow should 
seldom, if ever, be adopted, as a green fallow, in general, will 
serve the desired end; but not so with deep, stiff, clayey soils, 
which require a thorough drying and pulverising before they 
can be benefitted by the autumnal and winter rains, that 
would otherwise render the earth more compact and hard. 
They ought to be plowed in such a manner as to expose the 
largest and the most uneven surface, in order that the rays of 
the sun may fall upon it, and that the winds may have easier 
access to impregnate the soil with the nutritious gases 
of the air. For, by exposing the soil in Jarge clods to the 
action of the sun’s rays, in spring and summer, it is heated 
to a temperature of 120° F.,and often much higher, by 
which its moisture is exhaled, and the clay partakes somewhat 
of the character of that which has been burnt by fire. It then 
becomes more brittle, absorbs nitrogen and ammonia from the 
air, and is less liable to cohere with subsequent moisture. 
Clods upon the surface, after wheat is sown, do little or no 
harm, but rather do good; they afford shelter to the young 
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plants during the winter, and their crumbling down in the 
spring, as they always do after frost, affords a renewed supply 
of nutriment to the crop. 

Again, after all the soluble matter in a soil is exhausted by 
cropping, there still remains much carbonaceous matter, the 
remains of woody fibre, which imbibes a large proportion of 
oxygen when exposed to the air, that would otherwise remain 
inert in the soil unless a new fermentation were excited in it 
by this or some other means. Now, in clayey soils, this car- 
bonaceous matter is effectually excluded from absorbing oxy- 
gen and nitrogen from the air, but is brought into a condition 
to do so by summer fallowing. The effect of this and of its 
imbibing moisture, is its gradual conversion into carbonic acid 
and carbureted hydrogen for the nourishment of plants, and 
thereby answers one of the principal ends proposed. 


GURNEYISM—MULCHING—SHADE. 


Every farmer knows, that when a soil has been shaded for 
a considerable time by a dense crop of clover, ray grass, hemp, 
turnips, cabbages, peas, &c., or is covered by buildings, boards, 
stones, shavings, sawdust, tan bark, chaff, straw, coarse hay, 
or other fibrous matter, though naturally hard and stiff, be- 
comes mellow, soft, and free, and obviously is in a state of 
fermentation. This may be accounted for on the principle 
that putrefaction, or soiution of vegetable substances in the 
soil, is more readily promoted by a close or stagnated state of 
the air, than by a constant supply and addition of oxygen 
froma pure atmosphere; or, in other words, that such a coy- 
ering will prevent the excessive exhalation of moisture, nitro- 
gen, hydrogen and carbonic acid gases, which accumulate 
and thereby promote the putrefaction or decomposition of veg- 
etable matters, and thus enrich the soil. 

It is upon this principle, that the new and’ peculiar kind of 
manuring, called Gurneyism, depends, which is stated to have 
been employed with signal success, by Mr: Gurney, a farmer 
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of East Cornwall, in England, a few years since. The opera- 
tion consists in covering grass land with long straw, coarse 
hay, or other fibrous matter, which is allowed to remain upon 
the ground until the grass springs through it to the desired 
height, and then raking it off and spreading it on another por- 
tion of the field; the operation being repeated as long as the 
straw or hay remains sufficiently entire to be conveniently ap- 
plied: It is upon the same.principle, too, that orchards and 
fruit trees are rendered more productive by mulching with 
straw or refuse hay around their trunks and over their roots ; 
and from this, and other causes, the quality of a poor, thin, un- 
productive soil, which has been for some time shaded. by 
brush wood or a dense forest,is materially improved. In a 
forest, however, all other vegetation being prevente@, the land, 
besides receiving a yearly manuring of vegetablé mould from 
the fallen leaves, is caused to be many years in uninterrupted 
fallow ; and is sheltered, also, from the beating of rain drops, 
which slowly and gently descend upon it, fraught with prin- 
ciples of fertility, instead of washing out the valuable saline 
matter it may contain. Beneath the overshadowing branches 
of a forest, too, the soil is also protected from the wind, and 
to this protection Sprengel attributes. much of that rapid im- 
provement so generally experienced where lands are covered 
with wood. ‘The winds carry along with them earthy matter, 
which they again deposit in the still forest, and thus gradually 
form a soil even in places where it is the most bare. 
Independent of the above considerations, shade is necessary 
for all plants in their infancy, when they are diseased, or 
when they have suffered violence by removal. Seeds germi- 
nate best in obscurity, and young plants thrive better when 
shaded for a few days after they are up. The clouds often 
furnish such shade, but art may use means to give it to them. 
Seeds that are necessary to be sown on the surface, or with a 
little earth over them, also grow best if shaded for a time, 
Shade, too, is necessary for such plants, as it is desirable to 
prolong their freshness and flowering; and it is equally im- 
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portant and almost indispensable to all plants in cuttings, or 
slips, in order that they may root well. But plants in the 
light purify the air by absorbing carbonic acid and disengag- 
ing their oxygen, and at night, they corrupt the air by suffer- 
ing carbonic acid to escape without being decomposed. 


HYDROGEN. 


HyprocEv, in its pure state, exists only as a gas, and is the 
lightest substance known. It has neither taste nor smell; is 
colorless, transparent, and highly inflammable; but does not 
support either combustion or respiration; being 16 times 
lighter than oxygen gas, and nearly 14} times lighter than 
atmospheric air. Inall its properties, it resembles a metal; or, 
in other words, it is a gaseous metal, even as mercury is a 
liquid one. Combined with oxygen, it forms water; with chlo- 
rine, muriatic acid ; with nitrogen, ammonia; with phosphorus, 
phosphoreted hydrogen; and with sulphur, sulphureted hydrogen. 
It also enters into the composition of all compounds containing 
water, (as the hydrates of lime, magnesia, &c.,) numerous 
acids and salts, and the various proximate organic principles: 
both of the animal and vegetable kingdoms. Its compounds 
with carbon, forming coal and oil gases, employed for lighting 
our Cities, are of much economical value. 

Plants contain from 6 to 7 per cent. of hydrogen in the dried 
portion without water, in which there is jth by weight; fat 
and wax contain from 10 to 13 per cent. 

Tight Carbureted Hydrogen—This substance is abundantly 
tormed during the decay of vegetable matter in moist places, 
or in stagnant pools, from the mud in the bottoms of which it 
may often be seen rising in bubbles, and may readily be 
caught. It often rises in hot weather from low, stagnant 
marshes, and hence is called marsh air. It is also generated by 
the combustion of bituminous coal, and forms the much- 
dreaded fire damp, or explosive gas of mines, when mixed with 
air. Animals introduced into it instantly cease to breathe. 
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This gas is also given off along with carbonic acid during 
the fermentation of compost heaps, or of other large collec- 
tions of vegetable matter. It is said, also, to be generally 
present in well-manured soils, and is believed to contribute 
in such cases to the nourishment of plants. It is, however, 
very sparingly soluble in water, so that in a state of solution, 
it cannot enter largely into the pores of the roots, even though 
it be abundantly present in the soil. 

Sulphureted Hydrogen.—This is a gaseous compound of sul- 
phur with hydrogen, and may be readily known by its disa- 
greeable fetid odor of rotten eggs. Water absorbs about 3 
times its volume, and natural solutions are found in sulphur 
springs. It is colorless, inflammable, and highly poisonous 
when respired. An atmosphere containing ;,,;th part of this 
gas killed a large dog, and one of 545th part killed a horse. 
Being considerably denser than common air, it may be poured 
into cavities, or holes, and by this means has been successfully 
employed in destroying vermin and rats. 

This gas is often produced in marshy and stagnant places 
and in fish ponds, where vegetable matter is undergoing decay 
in the presence of water containing gypsum or other sulphates, 
and it may occasionally be detected by the sense of smell 
among the roots of the sod, in old pasture land, to whicha 
top-dressing is occasionally given. As in the egg, so also in 
other decaying animal substances, especially when the air is 
in some measure excluded, this gas is formed. In putrefied. 
cow’s urine, and in night soil, it is present in considerable 
quantity. 

Sulphureted hydrogen is also exceedingly noxious to vege- 
table life, when diffused in any considerable quantity through 
the space by which it is surrounded. The luxuriance 
of the vegetation in the neighborhood of sulphurous springs, 
however, has given us reason to believe that water impregnated 
with this gas, may act in a beneficial manner when it is placed 
within reach of the roots of plants. It seems also to be ascer- 
tained that natural or artificial waters, which have a sulphur- 
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ous taste, give birth to a peculiarly luxuriant vegetation, when 
they are employed in the irrigation of meadows. This gas, 
however, as well as those of carbonic, nitrous and muriatic 
acids, is regarded as injurious to vegetation when occurring in 
_excess, particularly during the absence of light. 


LIGHT AND HEAT—THEIR INFLUENCE ON VEGETATION. 


Licut, produced by the rays of the sun, is a most important 
agent in the development of plants, the green color of their 
leaves, fruit, twigs, &c., being produced by its action; but it 
is not necessary to have the direct solar beam—diffuse day- 
light is sufficient, although the action is not, in this case, so 
rapid and energetic, as when aided by the bright rays of the 
sun. Mould,and some kinds of mushrooms, however, grow and 
thrive without light; but trees and the plants usually cultivated, 
cannot long exist in a healthy state without its presence. 

All green and living plants, exposed to the light, and living 
upon atmospheric air, obtain most of their carbon from its 
carbonic acid, (which they imbibe and decompose,) their hydro- 
gen from its moisture, and their nitrogen partly from theammo- 
nical vapor which therein exists. But in the absence of light, 
oxygen is withdrawn from the air, the carbonic acid emitted, 
and plants in the dark deteriorate the air in which they are 
confined; whereas, when exposed under the open canopy of 
heaven to the alternations of light and darkness, sunshine and 
gloom, exactly the reverse is the case. Hence we have the full- 
est reason to believe that plants are nourished by the carbonic 
acid of the atmosphere, whith is absorbed directly by their 
leaves from the surrounding air, and also by their roots, when 
dissolved in rain water; and further, that the rapidity of the 
decomposition bears a direct relation to the intensity of the 
light. : 

In the tropics, for instance, vegetation is wonderfully active, 
and this is due as much to the brighter sunshine, as to the 
more elevated temperature of these parts. There is no difficulty 
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in obtaining in a stove nor in a conservatory, an atmosphere 
as warm, and if necessary, as moist as may be desired, and the 
plants of hot countries may be cultivated with a certain de- 
gree of success in such a situation; but they never exhibit the 
thriving and beautiful appearance, the deep-green color, char- 
acteristic of health, belonging to them in their natural state. 
We may substitute artificial warmth for that of the sun, but 
we cannot supply the place of its light.—Fownes. 

How necessary light is to the health of plants may be infer- 
red from the eagerness with which they appear to long for it. 
How intensely does the sunflower watch the daily course of. 
the sun! How do the countless blossoms nightly droop, when 
he retires, and the blanched plant strive to reach an open 
chink through which his light may reach it! Thus a_ potato 
has been observed to grow up in quest of light from the bot- 
tom of a well 12 feet deep—and in a dark cellar a shoot of 
20 feet in length has been met with, the extremity of which 
had reached and rested at an open window. 

That the warmth of the sun has comparatively little to do 
with this specific action of his rays on the chemical functions 
of the leaf, is illustrated by some interesting experiments of 
Mr. R. Hunt, of England, on the effect of rays of light of differ- 
ent colors on the growing plant. He sowed cress seed, and 
exposed different portions of the soil in which the seeds were 
germinating, to the action of the red, yellow, green, and .blue 
rays, which were transmitted by equal thicknesses of solu- 
tions of these several colors. “After ten days, there was un- 
der the blue fluid a crop of cress of as bright a green as any 
which grew in full light, and far more abundant. The crop 
was scanty under the green fluid, and of a pale-yellow, un- 
healthy color. Under the yellow solution, only two or three 
plants appeared, but less pale than those under the green; 
while beneath the red, a few more plants came up than under 
the yellow, though they were also of an unhealthy color. The 
red and blue bottles being now mutually transferred, the crop 
formerly“beneath the blue, in a few days, appeared blighted, 
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while on the patch previously exposed to the red, some addi- 
tional plants sprung up.” From the result of these experi- 
ments, it has been recommended that_a cheap blue glass be 
employed for glazing hothouses, conservatories, &c., instead of 
the kind in common use. 

Besides the rays of heat and of light, the sunbeam contains 
what have been called chemical rays, not distinguishable by 
our senses, but capable of being recognised by the chemical 
effects they produce. These rays appear tor differ in kind, as 
the rays of different colored light do. It is to the action of 
these chemical rays on the leaf, and especially to those which 
are associated with the blue light in the solar beam, that the 
chemical influence of the sun on the functions of the leaf is 
principally to be ascribed. 

There are, also, some of the relations of ide to heat, which 
have considerable influence upon their power of promoting 
vegetation. These are the rapidity with which they absorb 
heat from the air, the temperature they are capable of attain- 
ing under the direct action of the sun’s rays, and the length 
of time during which they are able to retain this heat. 

Power of Absorbing Heat.—It is an important fact, in reference’ 
to the growth of plants, that during sunshine, when the sun’s 
rays beat upon it, the earth acquires a much higher tempera- 
ture than the surrounding air. This temperature very often 
amounts to 110° F., and sometimes to nearly 150°, while the 
air in the shade is between 70° and 80°, only. Thus the roots 
of plants are supplied with that amount of warmth which is 
most favorable to their rapid growth. 

Dark-colored soils, such as black and brownish-red, absorb 
the heat of the sun most rapidly, and therefore, become warm 
the soonest. They also attain a higher temperature, by a few 
degrees only, however, (3° to 8°,) than sdils of other colors; 
and thus, under the action of oh same sun, will more rapidly 
promote vegetation. 

Every one will understand that the above differences are 
observed among’ such soils, only, as are exposed to the same 
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sun under the same circumstances. Where the exposure, or 
aspect of the soil, is such as to give it the prolonged benefit 
of the sun’s rays, or shelter it from cold winds, it will prove 
more propitious to vegetation than many others less favorably 
situated, though darker in color and more free from superflu- 
ous moisture. 

Power of Retaining Heat.—Soils differ, however, in their pow- 
er of retaining the heat they have thus absorbed. All hot 
bodies, when exposed to the air, gradually become cool.. So 
do all soils; but a sandy soil will cool more slowly than a 
clay, and the latter than a soil which is rich in vegetable mat- 
ter. The difference, according to Schibler, is so great, that a 
peaty soil cools as much in one hour as the same bulk of clay. 
in two, or of sand in three hours. This may no doubt have 
considerable influence upon growing crops, inasmuch as, after 
the sun goes down, the sandy soil will be three hours in cool- 
ing, while the clays will cool to the same temperature in two, 
and rich vegetable mould, in one hour. But on those soils 
which cool the soonest, dew will first begin to be deposited ; 
and it is doubtful, where the soils are equally drained, whether, 
in summer weather, the greater proportion of dew deposited on 
the clays and vegetable moulds may not more than compen- 
sate to the parched soil, for the less prolonged duration of 
the elevated temperature derived from the action of the sun’s 
rays. It is also to be remembered, that vegetable soils, at 
least, absorb the sun’s heat more rapidly than the lighter-col- 
ored, sandy soils, and thus the plants, that grow in the former, 
which is sooner heated, may in reality be exposed to the high- 
est influence of the sun’s warmth, for, at least, as long a 
period as those which are planted in the latter. 

The only power we possess over these relations of soils to 
heat, appears to be, that by top-dressing with charcoal, with 
soot, or with dark-colored composts, we may render it more 
capable of rapidly absorbing the sun’s heat, and by admixture 
with sand, more capable of retaining the heat which it has 
- thus obtained.—Johnston. i 
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MURIATIC OR HYDROCHLORIC ACID. 


PuRE muriatic acid is a colorless, invisible gas, containing 1 
atom of chlorine and 1 of hydrogen, having a pungent odor 
and an intensely acid taste—is incombustible and incapable 
of supporting combustion, but fumes in the air, and cannot be 
respired without exciting violent spasms in the tongue and 
throat. Water, at 40° F., absorbs 480 times its volume, and in 
this state, it forms the muriatic acid of commerce, or spirits of 
salis, which has commonly a straw-yellow color, caused by 
the admixture of nitric and sulphuric acids with oxide of iron. 
It is procured by distilling common salt with sulphuric acid 
in an earthen-ware apparatus, and receiving the vapor in 
water. 

Muriatic acid corrodes the skin, and in its undiluted state, 
is poisonous both to animals and plants. It dissolves. common 
pearlash, soda, magnesia, and limestone, with effervescence ; 
and readily dissolves, also, and combines with, many earthy 
substances which are contained in the soil’ When applied to 
living vegetables in the state of an exceedingly dilute solution 
in water, it has been supposed upon some soils and under some 
circumstances, to be favorable to vegetation. Long experi- 
ence, however, on the banks of the Tyne and elsewhere, in 
the neighborhood of the so-called alkali works, according 
to Professor Johnston, has proved that in the state of vapor 
its repeated application, even when diluted with much air, is 
in many cases fatal to vegetable life. In these works, car- 
bonates of sulphur and of soda are manufactured from com- 
mon salt, and in one of the processes, immense quantities of 
muriatic acid are thrown off from the furnace. 

Poured in a liquid state upon fallow land, or land preparing 
for a crop, it may assist the growth of the future grain by 
previously forming, with the ingredients of the soil, some of 
those compounds which have been occasionally applied as 


manures. 
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NITROGEN, OR AZOTE. 


NitrocEN, when pure, is a colorless, odorless, tasteless gas, 
neither combustible nor capable of supporting combustion 
nor respiration. It exists in the atmosphere to the amount of 
79 per cent. of its bulk. Animals and plants die in this gas, 
and a taper is instantly extinguished when introduced into it; 
the gas itself undergoing no change. It is lighter than atmos- 
pheric air in the proportion of 974 to 100. It is an essential 
constituent of the air we breathe, serving to temper the ardor 
with which combustion would proceed and animals live in 
undiluted oxygen gas. It formsa part of very many animal, 
and some vegetable substances, but it is not known to enter into 
the composition of any of the grea; mineral masses of which 
the earth’s crust is made up. In coal, alone, which is of vege- 
table origin, it has been detected to the amount of 1 or 2 per- 
cent. It is, therefore, much less abundant in nature than any 
of the other so-called organic elements—and it exhibits much 
less decided properties than any of them; yet it performs some 
of the most important functions in reference both to the growth 
of plants and to the nourishment of animals. It is only slight- 
Ty absorbed by water, 100 volumes of which dissolve from 1} 
to 4 volumes of gas. Spring and rain waters absorb it, as they 
do oxygen, from the atmospheric air, and bear it in solution to 
the roots, by which it is not unlikely that it may be conveyed 
directly into the circulation of plants. 

Hitherto, nitrogen has resisted all attempts at decomposition, 
and must, therefore, be considered as a chemical element. 
The quantity present, in all cultivated plants is very small, 
compared with that of the other elements which enter into 
their composition, rarely amounting to 5 per cent. Its combi- 
nations with oxygen are numerous; of which nitric acid, 
(aqua fortis,) is the most important. With hydrogen, it forms 
ammonia, the importance of which has already been describ- 
ed on a previous page. 
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Nitrogen does not constitute an ingredient of any of the solid 
rocks, if we except mineral coal, nor do we know of any other 
source than the atmosphere from which it can be obtained in 
very large quantity. It exists,as we have seen, in vegetables, 
and it is more largely present in animal substances; but these 
organised matters must themselves have drawn this element 
from a foreign source, and the atmosphere is the only one 
from which we can fairly assume it to have been originally 
derived. 

But though the nitrogen, like the carbon of plants, may 
thus be traced to the atmosphere, as its original source, it 
does not follow that this element is either absorbed directly 
from the air, nor in an uncombined and gaseous state. Though 
the leaves of trees and herbs are continually surrounded by 
nitrogen, the constitution of plants may be unfitted for ab- 
sorbing it by their leaves. The nitrogen may not only require 
to be ina state of combination before it can enter into the 
circulation, but it may also be capable of gaining admission 
only by the roots. 


OXYGEN, 


TuE simple body known at different periods by the names 
of oxygen, vital air, empyreal air, and dephlogisticated air, when 
pure, is colorless, odorless, tasteless, and incombustible, but a 
powerful supporter of combustion, and its presence is essen- 


tial to the existence both of animal and vegetable life; but - 


produces death by over-excitement, if long breathed pure. 
Combined with nitrogen, it forms about 21 per cent., by vol- 
ume of the atmosphere, and is heavier than common air, in 
the proportion of about 11 to 10. United with hydrogen, it 
forms water, by which it is capable of being absorbed inthe 
ratio of 100 measures of water to 34 to 64 0f the gas. Ina 
word, it may be made to combine with every simple substance 
with which we are acquainted; and the act by which the 
union takes place, is called oxydation, and the bodies thus com- 
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bined, whatever may be their character, are said to be owid- 
ised. 

Oxygen is the most active element in nature, and is very 
extensively diffused throughout the material world, producing 
change in the metals by oxidation, and in organic structures, 
decomposition, or decay. It also exists largely in water, every 
9 lbs. of this liquid containing 8 lbs of gas. Rain, spring and 
river waters always contain a large proportion, which they 
have derived from the atmosphere ; and this oxygen, as they 
trickle through the soil, administers to the growth and nourish- 
ment of plants in various ways; but in pure oxygen, plants re- 
fuse to vegetate, and like animals exposed to it, speedily perish. 

But the quantity of this substance which is stored up in 
nature is still more remarkable. Nearly one half of the 
weight of the solid rocks which compose the crust of our 
globe; of every solid substance we see arouud us ; of the houses 
in which we live; of the stones on which we tread; of the 
soils which we daily cultivate, and much more than one half 
by weight of the bodies of all living animals and plants, con- 
sist of this elementary body oxygen, known to us only in the 
state of a gas. It may not appear surprising that any one 
elementary substance should have been formed by the Creator 
in such abundance as to constitute nearly one half by weight 
of the entire crust of our planet, but it must strike one as 
remarkable, that this should also be the element on the pre- 
sence of which all animal life depends—and as nothing less 
than wonderful, that a substance which we know only in the 
state of thin air, should, by some wonderful mechanism, be 
bound up and imprisoned in such vast stores in the solid moun- 
tains of the earth, be destined to pervade and refresh all nature 
in the form of water, and beautify and adorn the earth in the 
solid parts of animals and plants! But all nature is full of 
similar wonders, and every step we advance in the study of the 
art by which the principal class of mankind toil and live, we 
cannot fail to mark the united skill and bounty of the same 
Great Cause. 
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OXYGENATION. 


OxyYGENATION, Which is synonymous with oxidation, is a term 
used by Dundonald, in his “Treatise Showing the Intimate Con- 
nection that Subsists between Agriculture and Chemistry,” to 
denote the formation of particular acids with their peculiar 
bases, produced by the combination of pure air with inflammable 
substances. These acids, as they are produced, it is known, 
combine with the alkaline or calcareous matter of the vege- 
tables, or other similar matter in the soil, and form chemical 
salts, which, for the most part are very soluble in water. 

To this process of oxygenation, the continuance of vegetable 
matter on the surface of the earth is principally to be ascribed ; 
as in the case of peat mosses, morasses, swamps, &c., as well 
as in most soils, but more especially such as have long been 
under cultivation. The indestructible state of vegetable matters 
existing under these circumstances, and their constant increase 
of growth, may be referred to the insoluble compounds, pro- 
duced by the action of pure airon these inflammable sub- 
stances. y 

The process of putrefaction is always accompanied by that 
of oxygenation ; but the latter may be, and is to a great extent 
independent of putrefaction. The insolubility, to a certain 
extent, of the system adopted by nature, is undoubtedly to be 
preferred to one more completely soluble; for it is evident, that 
if putrefaction or oxygenatiun had possessed the power of ren- 
dering all the vegetable matter soluble in water by a speedy 
process, two pernicious consequences must have followed, 
namely—the rains would have washed down such extracts and 
such soluble matters,as fast as formed, into the rivers and 
springs, contaminating their waters, and rendering them unfit 
for the existence of fishes or for the use and sustenance of 
terrestrial animals. The sea,in process of time, would thereby 
receive all the vegetable and animal produce of the dry land, 
and the earth would ultimately become barren, consisting alone 
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of the mineral simples without any admixture of vegetable 
matter. Consequently, there could be no accumulation of this 
substance on the surface, as is the case at present to an im- 
mense degree. Hence a frequent exposure of fresh surfaces to 
the action of the air by promoting oxygenation, as in the cases 
of fallowing and frequently stirring the earth in cultivated 
fields will increase the insolubility of vegetable matters con- 
tained in the soil. 

The oxygenation of peat, and indeed the combination of pure 
air or oxygen with inflammable substances, renders them less 
inflammable, a process analogous to that of combustion. In 
both cases, saline compounds are for ned, which will not burn. 
The surface of peat mosses, or the parts most exposed to the 
action of the air, is capable of becoming more and more oxyge- 
nated than the under stratum. On this account, the upper por- 
tions of peat mosses are generally thrown aside when the peat 
is dug up for fuel. 


WATERY VAPOR OF THE ATMOSPHERE. 


Tue last substance to be noticed under this general head is 
the aqueous vapor of the atmosphere, without the ever-present 
existence of which, no ordinary cultivated plant could thrive, 
and few subsist at all. An All-bountiful Providence, therefore, 
has ordained that it should be ever ready to meet the demands 
of vegetable life, and that its quantity should vary with the 
temperature, increase with the warmth when its presence is 
most needed by the plant, and diminish in proportion as the air 
becomes cooler. The quantity of vapor which the air is 
capable of holding in suspension is dependent upon its tempe- 
rature; that is, at high temperatures, in warm climates, or in 
warm weather, it can sustain more—at low temperatures less. 

Hence, when a current of comparatively warm air, loaded 
with moisture, ascends to, or comes in contact with, a cold 
mountain top, it is cooled down, and rendered incapable of 
holding the whole vapor in suspension, and therefore, leaves 
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behind a portion of its watefy burden in the form of a mist or 
cloud. In the rills or springs subsequently formed, the aque- 
‘ous particles which float in the midst, reappear on the plains 
below, bringing nourishment at once, anda grateful relief to 
the thirsty soil. 

It not only rises into the atmosphere from boiling water at 
212°F., but it evaporates from water in open vessels, from the 
ocean, rivers, and other waters of the earth, and from the land 
itself, at almost every temperature, with a rapidity proportioned 
to the previous dryness of the air, and to the velocity and tem- 
perature of the winds which pass over it. Even the hardest 
ice is gradualy dissipated in the coldest weather, and it is stated 
on good authority, that, in the intense cold of Siberia, not only 
living bodies, but the very snow smokes and fills the air with 
vapor. 

It thus happens that the atmosphere is constantly impreg- 
nated with watery vapor, which, in this gaseous state, accom- 
panies the air wherever it penetrates, permeates the soil, per- 
vades the leaves and pores of plants, and gains admission into 
the lungs and general vascular system of all terrestrial ani- 
mals. From these circumstances, the practical farmer will 
derive many advantages. He will perceive that, from the con- 
stant presence of this vapor, the reason why the air should be 
allowed to circulate freely even in the dryest weather, through 
a well-pulverised and loosened soil about the roots of all grow- 
ing crops, gradually administering to their wants by letting in 
moisture instead of letting it out,as is sometimes erroneously 
supposed. But it is chiefly when it assumes the form of 
rain, snow, hail, and dew, that the benefits arising froma 
previous conversion of water into vapor are to be particularly 
appreciated by the husbandman, which will be found under 
their respective heads, under “ Liquid Manures.” 
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ALUM. 


LUM is a salt, when good, composed of about 11 per cent. 
of alumina, 10 per cent. of potash, 33 of sulphuric acid, and 
46 of water. It is produced in large quantities by the decom- 
position of aluminous slates, or shales, on exposure to the air, 
or by caicination. It is formed naturally on many parts of the 
earth’s surface, and is daily forming by the decomposition of 
alum shales where exposedtotheair. Itis largely manufactured 
by burning these shales, and afterwards dissolving portions of 
them in water and adding solutions of common muriate or 
sulphate of potash. It frequently contains ammonia, from 
urine or the crude sulphate of the gas works, employed in its 
manufacture. 

In or prior to the year 1756, Dr. Francis Home, of Edinburgh, 
the first person on record who made experiments with saline 
bodies in promoting the growth of plants, found no beneficial 
effects to result from the application of alum to garden mould, 
the soil on which his experiments were made. Its composi- 
tion, however, would lead us to expect it to exert a beneficial 
influence on the growth of many plants, especially where the 
less pure varieties, or the refuse of alum works can be applied 
to the land at a comparatively small cost. 

Where alum is found in abundance, the soil is very properly 
called a “sour soil,” on which but few vegetables will grow. 
This sterility is to be corrected by lime, by earthy matter 
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containing magnesia, or by alkaline salts. The neutral salts, 
formed by such application, will be the sulphates of lime, 
magnesia, potash, soda, or of ammonia, according to the species 
of alkali applied. Although no beneficial effects were found 
to result from the experiments made by Dr. Home, yet they 
may, with great probability, be expected to arise by the appli- 
cation of alum to soils containing an excess of lime; especially 
to such as contain, besides calcareous matter, a sufficient pro- 
portion of animal and vegetable remains. In this case, the 
alum will be decomposed by the lime, on the principle of 
superior affinity, whilst its carbonic acid will be disengaged, 
and on being absorbed by the rootlets of the plants will afford 
them food for their growth. 


ALUMINA, OR THE EARTH OF ALUM. 


Atumina, known also by chemists under the names of oxide. 
of aluminium, (10 parts of aluminium and 8 of oxygen,) argil, 
and argilaceous earth, is the base of alum, just described, and 
is one of the most abundant productons of nature. It forms a 
large proportion of the slaty and shaly rocks, and is the prin- 
cipal ingredient, also, of kaolin and all clays out of which 
bricks, tiles and earthen ware are made, as well as of all 
clayey soils, which increase in tenacity in proportion to the 
quantity of the substance they contain. Ina pure and crys- 
talised state, it constitutes the corundum, ruby, and sapphire, 
the two latter of which are among the hardest and most valu- 
able of gems. 

When pure, alumina is a white, tasteless, earthy substance, 
which adheres to the tongue, and is insoluble in water, but 
possesses a greataffinity for it, and readily dissolves in caustic 
potash or soda, as well as in most acids, particularly when 
recently thrown down from a solution of alum. When heated 
to redness, however, it becomes dense and hard, as in burnt clay 
or fire bricks, and then, can only be dissolved with great diffi- 


culty, even by the strongest acids. 
ox 
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Although alumina exists so extensively in the soil, it contri- 
butes only in a feeble degree, if at all, in a direct manner, to 
the nourishment and growth of plants; but on this point chem- 
ists do not agree. 

Phosphate of alumina—Notwithstanding phosphoric acid is 
disseminated in some form or other throughout most clayey 
soils, though very small and variable in quantity, our present 
knowledge on the subject is too vague to be an object of in- 
terest to the agriculturist. For, the greater part of the an- 
alyses of soils hitherto published, phosphoric acid, when com- 
bined with, or found in presence of alumina, has either been 
altogether neglected, rudely guessed at, or simply indicated by 
a rough approximation. Therefore, to what extent this ferti- 
liser exists in different soils, we have no-direct proof. 

Silicates of Alumina.—Silica combines with alumina, also, in 
various proportions, forming silicates, which exist abundantly 
in nature in the crystalline rocks, and may also, like the other 
silicates be formed by art. Feldspar, mica, hornblende, and the 
augites, which abound in the trap rocks, all contain much 
alumina in combination with silica, and probably, upwards of 
one half by weight of the trap rocks, in general, as well as of 
the hornblendes, micas, and feldspars, of which so large a part 
of the granitic rocks is composed, consists of silicates of 
alumina. ‘The alumina itself in these several minerals varies 
from 11 to 38 per cent. but generally averages about 20 per 
cent. of their entire weight. 

These silicates, when they occur alone, unmixed or uncom- 
bined with other silicates, decompose very slowly by the action 
of the atmosphere. They disintegrate, however, and fall to 
powder, when the alkaline silicates with which they are asso- 
ciated, in feldspar, &c., are decomposed and removed by atmos- 
pheric causes. In this way, the deposits of porcelain clay, so 
common in Cornwall and in other countries, have been pro- 
duced from the disintegration of the feldspathic rocks, and the 
clayey soils which occur in granite districts have not unfre- 
quently had a similar origin. 
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When contained in the soil, the silicates of alumina undergo 
a slow decomposition from the action of various acid sub- 
stances to which they are exposed. A portion of their alumina 
is dissolved and separated by plants, or is washed from the soil 
by the rains; or by the waters that arise from beneath. 

Sulphate of Alumina—When alumina is digested in diluted 
sulphuric acid, it readily dissolves, and forms a solution of 
sulphate of alumina. This solution is characterised by a re- 
remarkable and almost peculiar sweetish, astringent taste. 
When evaporated to dryness, it yields a white salt, which dis- 
solves in twice its weight of water, only, and when exposed to 
the air, attracts moisture rapidly and spontaneously runs to 
a liquid. This salt exists in some soils, especially in those of 
wet, marshy and peaty lands. Comparatively but few experi- 
ments have yet been made with the view of determining its 
direct influence upon vegetation.—Johnston. 


AMMONIACAL SALTS. 


We have reason to believe that ammonia, in every state of 
combination with acids, tends ina greater or less degree to 
promote the growth of all cultivated plants. The amount 
taken up bya crop from an acre of land rarely exceeds 30 Ibs. 
except in such crops as turnips, rape, radishes, cabbages, 
mustard, cress, &c., which often carry off upwards of 100 lbs. 
None of its salts are known to occur in nature, unmixed or 
combined with other matter in sufficient quantities to be applied 
directly to the soil or to plants; and only a few can be pro- 
duced by artificial means at so low a price as to admit of their 
being used with economy. The following, however, can be 
safely recommended or adopted with the hope of success :— 

Carbonate of Ammonia.—This salt is obtained in an impure 
state by the distillation of horns, hoofs, and even bones. In 
this impure form, it is not generally brought into the market, 
but in some regions it might be afforded at so low a price as to 
place it within the reach of every practical farmer. It is 
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supposed by some, that this carbonate is too volatile, or rises too 
readily ina state of vapor, to be economically applied to the 
land. In the form of a weak solution, however, put on by 
means of a water cart, or in moist showery weather, simply as 
a top-dressing, especially to grass lands and on light soils, it 
rnay be safely recommended where it can be procured at 
a sufficiently low price.—Johns‘on. 

Nitrate of Ammonia.—If it be correct that those substances act 
most powerfully as manures which are capable of yielding the 
largest quantity of nitrogen to plants, the nitrate of ammonia 
ought to promote vegetation in a greater degree than almost 
any other saline substance we could employ. According te 
the experiments of Sir H. Davy, however, this does not appear 
to be the case, though Sprengel has found it more effice 
cious than the nitrates either of potash or of soda, and acts 
more upon grain crops than upon the legumes and clovers, a 
result that is to be explained by the absence of sulphuric acid 
which appears especially to aid in the development of the 
latter class of plants. 


Oxalaie of Ammonia.—According to Dundonald, this salt, as 
well as the oxalates of potash and of soda, highly promotes 
vegetation, and may be produced in great abundance by tha 
addition of alkaline salts or other saline matters to oxygenated 
peat, and also to oxygenated bituminous coal, forming there 
with a mucilaginous saponaceous compound, soluble in water 
the good effects of which, on most soils, are well known. . 


Sal Ammoniac, or Muriate of Ammonia.—This salt, in the pura 
state in which it is sold in the shops, is too high in price to be 
economically employed by the practical farmer. An impure 
article might be prepared, however, from the liquor of ga: 
works, which might be sold at a sufficiently cheap rate tc 
admit of an extensive application to the land. This could be 
done by mixing the waste muriatic acid, or the waste chloride 
of lime with the gas liquor, and evaporating the mixture te 
dryness. 
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Professor Johnston cites an instance where 20 lbs. of this salt 
were applied to an acre of wheat ona heavy loam, and to winter 
rye, on a tilly clay, both after potatoes, with the following 
results :— 


Grain. Straw. 
Rye, undressed,.........- 14 bushels 361 cwt. 
Do. dresssed, .........%-- 19 do. 431 do. 
MCKESE ges silat o's 5 bushels, | 7 cwt. 
Wheat, undressed, ...... 25 bushels, each 61 Ibs 
Do. dressed, ..... “...- 26.8 bushels, each 62 Ibs, 
INCPEISe, Wace shee sus 1.8 bushels, 


The increase of the experiments was not very large, but the 
quantity of sal ammoniac employed was probably not great 
enough to produce a decided effect. It is a valuable fact for 
the farmer, however, and not uninteresting in a theoretical 
point of view, that a part of the same wheat field, dressed with 
14 cwt. of common salt per acre, gave a produce of 40 bushels 
of grain. 

Sal ammoniac is totally volatile, and is soluble in 32 parts 
of water at 60° F’., and in its own weight of boiling water. 


Sulphate of Ammonia.—An impure sulphate is manufactured 
by adding sulphuric acid to fermented urine, or to the ammo- 
niacal liquor of the gas works, and evaporating to dryness. 
When prepared from urine, it contains a mixture of those 
phosphates which exist in urine, and which ought to render it 
more valuble as a manure. The gas liquor yields a sulphate 
which is blackened by coal tar, a substance, though often 
injurious to vegetation, is said to be noxious to the insects 
that infest our fields. In any of these economical forms, this 
salt has been found to promote vegetation; but accurate expe- 
riments are yet wanting to show in what way it acts—whether 
in promoting the growth of the green parts or in filling the ear 
or in both—to what kind of crops it may be applied with the 
greatest advantage—and what amount of increase may be 
expected from the application of a given weight of the salt. 
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[t is from the rigorous determination of such points that the 
practical farmer will be able to deduce the soundest practical 
precepts, and at the same time to assist most in the advance- 
ment of theoretical agriculture. 

The crystallised sulphate of ammonia is soluble in its own 
weight of water. 100 lbs. contain about 35 lbs. of ammonia, 
53 lbs. of acid, and 12 lbs. of water. It may be applied atthe 
rate of from 30 to 60 lbs. per acre.—Johnston. 


Urate of Ammonia.—Uric acid, combined with ammonia, is a 
natural secretion peculiar to the urine of certain animals, and 
the excrement of serpents and several birds of prey. The 
feeces of the Boa constrictor consist of little elise than urate 
of ammonia. Peruvian guano, which is so largely imported 
for manure, is also composed in considerable proportion of the 
same salt. Hence, the immense powers of urate of ammonia, 
asa fertiliser, in the growth of a large number of our culti- 
vated plants. 


ASHES. 


ASHES, or ash, as they are sometimes called, consist of the 
earthy and saline matters of. soils, vegetable and animal sub- 
stances after they are burnt, the use of which, as a fertiliser, 
may be traced back toa very early age. The Romans were 
well acquainted with paring and burning, and burnt their 
stubbles,a practice also among the ancient Jews. Cato recom-. 
mends the burning of twigs and branches of trees, and spread- 
ing the ashontheland. ‘The ancient Britons, according to Pliny, 
used to burn their wheat straw and stubble, and spread the 
ashes over the soil. And Conradus Heresbachius, a German 
counsellor, in his “ Treatise on Husbandry,” published in 1570, 
and afterwards translated by Barnabe Googe, Esquire, tells us 
that, “in Lombardy, they like so well the use of ashes, as they 
esteem it farre aboue any doung, thinking doung not meete to 
be used for the unholsomnesse thereof.” 
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Ashes of Anthracite Coal—The composition of the ash of an- 
thracite will vary, of course, like that of the coal itself. The 
following analyses by Professor John P. Norton, of Yale College, 
were made from several pecks of ashes, obtained from a grate 
in which the coal had been burned the usual way, due precau- 
tion being observed not to intermingle the ash with any veg- 
etable remains from the fuel employed in building the fires. 
The constituents of 100 parts of the ashes of white and red-ash 
coal yielded of 


White ash. Red ash 

Matter insoluble in acids,............ BS OSes ie loayslscsre 85.65 
POMUDIS-SUICRs saver. vie aie sista sievsin'e (eis ste O09 Fs 5 oo sees s 1.24 
PARTURIUUTA Ls eas Scre stat at trshsis ale cein\ ats) oteie aero ele OU cicie.eiaveleiere store 4,24 
AYO arcisiass slerataaisiassitialatecafajefticictereitvete AB ee Pa ef 5.83 
Baia aise tid cr Seiie Tease sie bis ate eiot salons AN Ga ra ME oe 0.16 
INTAOMOSIAS of ciate ra \orel eecitelcistoyaterd marche OSD areicreereiarcyatad 2.01 
REL oi Lais as ciatialacsasitiase: aueie Wistsielenale sala U2 iiserinsare eee 6 0.16 
QUASI 12) dials a chevorerotein Ciarronsiate arate late sive OMGee jackie sears 0.11 
_ Phosphoric acid,....... eee O2D. oo eisisis aia 0% 0.27 
Spiel (eit Ta WAP as Cae admnidonniso Gee OS cee eee 0.43 
Chioviness O20. 22kee te ole ek is OiOGS oXicietevahere 0.01 
98.99 99.11 


“These close and interesting analyses,” says Professor Nor- 
ton, “afforded us much light upon the constitution of coal ash, 
and enable the chemist who has studied these subjects, to say 
at once, and with confidence, that this ash is of some value 
as a manure, and should by all means be so applied in cases 
where it can be obtained cheaply. 

“ Of the white-ash, 3,74,ths lbs. in 100, were soluble in water, 
and in the red-ash, 33,ths lbs. Besides this, there was a fur- 
ther and larger portion soluble in acids, amounting in the white- 
ash to 7,33,ths Ibs. in 100, and in the red-ash to 8 lbs. 

“Tn looking at the nature of these results, we may draw the 
general conclusion, that in the ash of anthracite coal, calling 
these fair specimens, we have in every 100 lbs. from 4 to 8 Ibs. 
of valuable inorganic material, of a nature suitable for adding 
to any soil requiring manures.” 


= 
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Ashes of Bituminous Coal.—These, like those of anthracite, 
are variable in their composition, according to the mine or 
locality from which the coal is obtained. In general, however, 
they consist of sulphate of lime, (gypsum,) silica, and alumina, 
mixed more or less with porous cinders, or half-burnt coal, 
We have but one reliable analysis of the ash of bituminous 
coal, and that by Berthier, of a sample taken from the mines at 
St. Etienne, in France, which, after all the carbonaceous 
matter had been burned away, consisted of the following ingre- 
dients :— ; 


Per cent. 

Alumina, insoluble) im Acids, . 0 <a60esjo0004 occ cree §2 
PUT EAIMELSE TG THOLIUIICs ici ate. ayo ss o'sfololat wie sicleioletoiee sie kisielols ela 5 
ETRAC tre erat atetal sip siotetcnis sic orersisi sole wrote istorayeroiniclels iw ivtele aiaini 6 
QUES ESI 3 oh cfe ces tateietapeeieols 51 ai5i> inte sini o\ ere teyscerelaletoveisieisieiccem 8 , 
Oxide Of FAANTANESR, 5 i.c.5 di s'cie sa dic/aln stera'eiere ats. ajiale save 3 
Oxide and sulphuret of iron,..........eeseseeceees 16 

100 


Such a mixture as this, no doubt, would benefit many soils 
by the alumina, as well as by the lime and magnesia they con- 
tain; and judging from the composition of several other 
samples, the analyses of which are given under the head of 
BITUMINOUS COAL, we have reason to believe that they are sus- 
ceptible of similar applications. If well burned, their ash, in 
many cases, can be applied at the. rate of 100 to 150 bushels to 
the acre, with good efiects, as a top-dressing on grass lands 
which are overgrown with moss; or it may be applied a pint 
in a hill, in planting Indian corn in connection with barnyard 
or other animal manure; while the admixture of cinders in the 
ash of the less-perfectly burned coal produces not only a 
fertilising effect upon* the plants, but a favorable physical 
change in strong clayey soils. 

Ashes of Peat—These are extensively employed in Holland 
as a manure, where they are carefully preserved by house- 
keepers, who burn peat, or turf, and are sold to the farmers by 
the bushel. The peat, from which these ashes are made, has 
remained a long time neneath the sea, and contains a large 
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proportion of saline and calcareous elements.’ The following 
table exhibits the composition of some varieties of ashes from 
the peat of Holland and from the heath of Luneburg, examined 
by Sprengel :— 


Oe SAMSON AO Dc eM ek we ee 
Dutch Ashes Luneburg Ashes 
erey). (reddish). 


milena f : 
o B\S Fle &) 2] Producing little 
Neale ele — » 
2 S12 G19 S18 § effect. 
A SIS SIS Blo & 
Silica, 47.1, 55.9, 70.4. 31.7 43.3 
Alumina, 4.5| 3.5| 4.1| 5.1 9.7 
Oxide of iron, 6.6| 5.4) 4.1] 17.7 19.3 
Do. of manganese, | 1.0} 4.3] 0.2} 0.5 3.5 
Lime, 13.6| 8.6] 6.1) 31.9 7.1 
Magnesia, AOU 1G), 39-0 4.6 
Potash, 0.2) 0.2) 0.1; 0.1 — 
Soda, 1.0} 3.9} 0.4] 01 — 
Gypsum 
Sulpuric acid, 7.2| 64| 3A] 6.2 0.2 
‘Phosphate of lime 
Phosphoric acid, 2.6| 0.8) 1.3) 1.2 0.2 
Common salt 
Chlorine, 1.2| 3.0} 0.5] 0.1 0.1 
Carbonic acid, 4.1} 6.4| 5.5) 4.4 
Charred turf. 6.6|—— |—— |--— 
| 100.0 100.0|100.0 


In the most useful varieties of these ashes, it appears, from 
the above analyses, that lime abounds, partly in combination 
with sulphuric and phosphoric acids, forming a gypsum and 
phosphate of lime, and partly with carbonic acid, forming 
carbonate. These compounds of lime, therefore, may be re- 
garded as the active ingredients of peat ashes. 

Yet the small quantity of saline matter they contain is nof to 
be considered as wholly without effect. For the Dutch ashes 
are often applied to the land to the extent of two tons to an 
acre, a quantity which, even when the proportion of alkali does 
notexceed one per cent., will contain 45 Ibs. of potash er soda, 
equal to twice that weight of sulphates or of common salt. To 
the minute quantity of saline matters present in them, there- 
fore, peat ashes may owe a portion of their beneficial influence, 
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and to the almost total absence of such compounds from the 
less valuable sorts, their inferior estimation may have in part 
arisen. 

In Holland, when applied td the grain crops, they are either 
plowed in, drilled in with the seed, or applied as a top-dressing 
to the young shoots in autumn or spring. Lucern, clover, and 
meadow grass are dressed with it in spring at the rate of 1,500 
to 1,800 lbs. per acre, and the latter a second time with an equal 
quantity after the first cutting. In Belgium, the Dutch ashes 
are applied to clover, rape, potatoes, flax, and peas; but never 
to barley. In Luneburg, the turf ash, which abounds in oxide 
of iron, is applied at the rate of 3 or 4 tons per acre, and by 
this means, the physical character of the clayey soils, as well 
as their chemical constitution, is altered and improved. If 
these ashes are used in manuring fields, they are harrowed in 
with the seed or plowed in shallow. Clover and lucern fields 
are strewed over with them in the spring. 

Very often, peat ashes are mixed with burnt lime previous 
to being used, the effects of which have always been benefi- 
cial. With 1,000 lbs. of ashes, an equal quantity of lime is 
mixed and applied to an acre of Jand. In this case, there is 
no doubt but the lime, in lying in a wet state with the ashes in 
the heap, decomposes the phosphate of iron, and thereby 
essentially improves the ashes. It might, therefore, be possible 
that those possessing much phosphate as well as of sulphate 
of iron would be improved by the addition of lime; still the 
phosphate of iron should be used cautiously as an excess 

readily injures the plants. 

Those who have an abundance of peat on their farms; may 
burn it for the sake of the ashes, in high cylindrical ovens built 
on purpose and furnished with a grate. This has the advan- 
tage that the fresh-dug peat can be thrown on wet with that 
already burning. It may also be burned in large heaps, in 
which case it must be quite dry. Care must be observed, how- 
ever, that the heat be not too great, lest the ashes should lose 
much of their value; otherwise, silicates will be formed, which 
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are less useful to the plants. But the burning of peat forthe 
purpose of procuring its ashes, must undoubtedly appear a 
very wasteful and dissipating process, when it is considered 
that there is seldom 3th of its weight in ash obtained by the 
combustion. This process throws into the air, then, 1ths of 
the peat, which might, by other modes of preparation, be made 
to contribute, in a superior degree, to the purposes of vegeta- 
tion. Hence, the consuming of peat by fire, for the ashes only, 
is always to be considered as the least productive and most 
uneconomical. 

Ashes of Seaweed, Kelp, or Barilla—Analysis of the water of 
the ocean shows us, that in it are contained all the inorganic 
ingredients which our crops take away from the soil—that it is, 
in fact,a “liquid soil,” from which myriads of marine vege- 
tables receive the materials for their perfect development. All 
of these plants which grow upon the rocks within reach of the 
sea are good manures. Those that are always covered with 
water are regarded as the richest, and are frequently cast on 
the shore by the action of the tide and waves. These and 
other species of marine plants are collected and burnt, the resi- 
duum of which is the crude soda of commerce, and is usually’ 
called barrilia, or kelp. It is chiefly obtained from those plants 
classified under the genera sailsola and salicornia, on the southern 
coasts of France, Spain, Portugal, and of the Western and 
Canary Isles, as well as from the fuci in Holland and the nor- 
thern coasts of France. At the Canary Isiands, this substance is 
made from the Salsola soda, which, I have observed, thrives best 
on the cliffs near the ocean, and seems to be possessed with the 
property of decomposing the salt water, that is conveyed to it 
in the form of vapor, or-spray, in separating the muriatic acid 
from the soda, the latter of which, it absorbs. The seed is 
sown in winter, and the period for gathering it, usually begins 
about the end of July or early in August. The weeds are first 
torn up by the roots and thrown into large pits dug in the 
earth; and after being suffered partially to dry, they are set on 
fire, and the alkali, contained in them, flows in a liquid state 
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from the bottom of the pit. This liquid, on cooling, hardens 
into large stone-like masses, the form in which the barrilla 
usually comes to us. 

As kelp, or the ash of seaweed, is a substance remarkably 
complex in its composition, and contains a number of ingre- 
dients with which the farmer may not be familiar, and their 
enumeration would serve to perplex him, it may be regarded 
as sufficient to state the proportions of such as possess only an 
agricultural value. The sample from which the following is 
an analysis, was taken from the coast of Ireland, as given by 
the Chemico-Agricultural Society of Ulster, in 1846. 100 lbs. 
of kelp contained of 


POUR Hs raha chars chaidiaia elelaib atelateya's o's 8.22, or 184 Ibs. per ton. 
RIO GA ss ceisiyaa .erayclasietemee <i csaieus alr 25.82, * 578 ss 3 
PANGS vie ictet cots ctesers! dais ayo le seat ovaye 3.17 
MASTER. sect rice wm ive athe ce os 8.47 
Sulphuric:acids: 2.62.06. cigs. 0 20.17 
PHOsphorie AC ses ge souls s'cwsivte + oe 5.43 
MOHIOTUN Ceo orale aisle nie nine aieinlater e's 11.70 
ibicte aucles isc peices pclsie isis otee 2.71 
Other mMatterSiesees- oss ceeesess 12.31 
100.00 


‘The above analysis shows that in kelp, there is a rich supply 
of the inorganic ingredients required by most cultivated crops, 
while the large amount of salts of potash and of soda, which 
enters into their composition, indicates that it is peculiarly 
adapted for the nourishment of the turnip and potato. Be- 
sides the above-named constituents in kelp, the soluble por- 
tion contains, in variable quantity, iodide of potash or soda. 

In localities accessible to the ocean, where seaweed is abun- 
dant, kelp may be applied to the land in nearly the same cir- 
cumstances as wood ashes, but for this purpose it would pro- 
bably be better to burn the seaweed at a lower temperature 
than is usually employed. By this means, being prevented 
from melting, it would be obtained at once in the state of a fine 
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powder, and would be richer in potash and soda. It might 
lead to important results of a practical nature, were a series 
of precise experiments made with this finely-divided kelp as a 
manure, especially in inland situations; for though the varia- 
ble proportion of its constituents will always cause a degree of 
uncertainty in regard to the action of the ash of marine plants. 
Kelp would really be a cheap form in which the farmer can 
apply potash to his land. 

Ashes of Sugar Cane—Bagasse.—In sugar-growing countries, 
an advantage may be derived from the restoration of the cane 
ash to the fields in which the canes have grown. After these 
have been crushed in the mill, the woody or vegetable fibre 
left, is called “ trash,” or “ bagasse,” which is usually employed 
as fuel for boiling Gown the syrup. The ash of this trash, 
which is not unfrequently more or less melted, if applied as a 
top-dressing to the young canes, or if put into the cane holes 
at the time of planting, would tend to keep up the fertility of 
the soil, or at least, would check the exhaustion that would 
naturally more slowly take place. If the ash happen to be 
melted, and occurs in large masses, like barilla, it may be 
crushed and mixed in equal parts with wood ashes,and applied 
to the cane fields as above. _ 

The inorganic or earthy portions of bagasse are essential 
constituents to be returned to the soil, as will be seen from the 
subjoined analysis of the ash of cane. 

According to Herapath’s analysis, 1,000 grains of the cane, 
when burned, left 74 grains of ash, which was made up nearly 
of the following ingredients :— 


Grains. 
Silica, 1.8 
Phosphate of lime,.........00...5. 3.4 
Oxide. of iron and clay, ............ 0.2 
Carbonate of potash,.........2+,0. 1.5 
Sulphate of potash,..........s0.08. 0.15 
Carbonate of magnesia,,..........- 0.4 
Sulphate of lime,.........0s.++000- 0.1 


7.53 
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Analysis of the ashes of sugar cane, as given by Sten- 
house -— 


rf 8 


: : ni 50,00 45.13 | 17.64 | 26.38 | 52: 
Phosphoric acid, .| 3.7 ; 16} 6.56) 4.88) 7.37] 6.20/13. 
Sulphuric acid,..| 6. : 65) 7.52) 6.40) 7.74) 7.97) 6.08 
i 5.09} 4.49) 2.34] 5.87 


Magnesia, 66) 9. 5.61|13.01) 11.90) 3.93) 5.48 
Potassa, i f 9315.69 16.97 32.93 31.21 
Soda, : .57| 1.33} 1.64; ——| —— 
Chlo’ potass’m,..! 3.2 f (art 10. 70/11. 14 
Chlo’ sodium,....! 2.02! 1, es 95} 3.92! 7.25)17.12| 7.64 


No. 1,2, 3 were very fine full-grown canes, from Trinidad, 
consisting of stalks. and leaves, but without the roots; No. 
4, 5,and 6 were similar canes from Berbice; No.7, from Dema- 
rara; No. 8, full-grown canes, but with leaves, from the 
island of Granada; No. 9, from Jamaica, consisting of trans- 
parent canes in full bloom, grown about six miles from the 
sea, and manured with cattle dung; No. 10, of transparent 
eanes, also from Jamaica, grown about two hundred yards 
from the sea, being old ssi and manured with the same ~ 
kind of dung. 

It would be better economy, however, if the cane trash were 
kept in heaps a due time, and afterwards mixed with alkaline 
salts, and then returned to the land as manure, instead of being 
dissipated or thrown into the air by combustion. 

Ashes of Vegetables not Woody.—The conversion into ashes 
by combustion of vegetable refuse, such as husks, straw, weeds, 
&c., otherwise easily reducible into manure by fermentation, 
may sometimes increase their fertilising power in one or other 
of the following ways:—By augmenting the tendency in the 
manure to produce carbonic acid, under the combined action 
of charcoal, moisture, and air; by the effect of the alkalies in 
relation to some other manure, or texture in the soil; or by 
some ingredients which would be pernicious in combination, 
that would be expelled in burning. 
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The ashes obtained by burning the straw of oats, barley, 
wheat, and rye contain a natural mixture of saline substances, 
which is exceedingly valuable as a manure to almost every 
crop. The proportion of the several constituents of this mix- 
ture, however, is different, according as the one or the other 
kind of straw is burned. Thus, 100 parts of each variety of 
ash, in the samples analysed by Sprengel consisted of 


ge ey aT TAS A Ne abe 4 St CE AREA oe Gk ee 


i ~ | Oats. | Barley.| Wheat.| Rye. | Rape. 
PRIME Rs otter ets cart iat Wie ole were slat speixre 15.2 3.4 0.6 12 16.8 
Bee ken ok cuiac%s trace, | 09 | 08-1” 64 | aie 
: BEACHES Storer ee acts eels atcurew uetale 2.6 10.5 6.8 6.4 16.9 
MMM VRE EIR ads UN HCHone Gracie ayerclart alee e © « 0.4 1.4 0.9 0.4 3.1 
SESH. Pc) U enw /auie wtelneiole,s uicrave oe 80.0 73.9 81.6 82.2 2.1 
BURMA TUNENUIED 2. 0. fa a0 win juve evieieieielsvos sp 6.1 2.8 ies 
FeO SIUECIGL UNG ise nva.cle v.svorelosinsis covers trace. 0.2 2.6 0.9 20 
c Oxide of manganese,............ trace. 0:3 | 
B). sPhosphoric acid, isis. oss. ce 3s sss 0:2 3,0 4.8 1.8 9.9 
By POMP MUPLC! ACLO sss 27.)5 3! laval- ios, mo ais 1.4 22 1.0 §.1 13.3 
Wlilpritiers es. he ractsik|s/seeriece se cies 0.1 1.3 0.9 0.6 11.4 
Biter CANMONIC RCI see's 0c @asmselalse s\ern 3 —- — | —— — 11.0 
f be 100 100 100 100 100 


The most striking differences in the above table are the com- 
paratively large quantity of potash in the oat straw; of lime 
in that of barley; of phosphoric acid in that of wheat; of sul- 
phuric acid in that of rye; and of all the saline substances in 
rape straw. These differences are not to be considered as con- 
stant, nor will the numbers in any of the above columns repre- 
sent correctly the composition of the ash of any variety of 
straw we may happen to burn, but they may be safely de- 
pended upon as showing the general composition of such 
ashes, as well as the general differences which may be ex- 
pected to prevail among them. 

That such ashes should prove useful to vegetation might be 
inferred not only from their containing many saline substances, 
which are known to act beneficially when applied to the land, 
but from the fact that they have actually been obtained from 
vegetable substances. If inorganic matter be necessary to the 
growth of wheat, then surely the mixture of such matters con- 
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tained in the ash of wheat straw is more likely than any other 
we can apply to promote the growth of the young wheat plant. 

In the middle and western states, where the straw of wheat 
is often burned, in order to get rid of it, the cost of applying 
the ash to the soil from which the crop is reaped, would be 
comparatively trifling, and doubtless, it would enlarge the 
future product; or, in reaping the wheat, the stubble might be 
left of considerable length, and then set fire to ona dry, windy 
day, leaving the ashes equally distributed over the field. Be- 
sides, all the weeds and their seed, as well as a large number 
of insects and their larvee, would be destroyed, the advantages 
of which are too obvious to be overlooked. = 
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Ashes of Wood—These always consist of a mixture in varia- 
ble proportions of carbonates, silicates, sulphates, and phos- 
phates of potash, soda, lime, and magnesia, with certain other 
substances present in smaller quantity, yet more or less neces- 
sary, it may be presumed, to vegetable growth. Thus, accord- , 
ing to Professor Emmons, the ash of the outside wood of the 
- forest trees above named consisted of the ingredients as indi- 
cated in the table. 
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Wood ashes render clayey soils mellow and give consistency 
to those that are light; they rather suit moist than dry soils, 
but it is necessary that the former should be well drained. 

The dose should increase with the humidity of the soil. 
They require to be spread, when dry, in weather that is not 
rainy, and upon land that is not wet. They are used with ad- 
vantage to almost every class of crops, but especially as a 
dressing for grass, grain, millet, and Indian corn; but they are 
the most perceptible upon leguminous plants, such as lucern, 
clover, peas, beans, &c. As a top-dressing to grass lands, they 
root out the moss and promote the growth of white clover. 
Upon red clover, their effects will be more certain if previ- 
ously mixed with one fourth of their weight of gypsum. In 
small doses of 4 to 6 bushels to an acre, they may be applied 
even to poor and thin soils, but in large and repeated doses, 
their effects will be too exhausting, unless the soil be either 
naturally rich in vegetable matter, or mixed from year to year, 
with a sufficient quantity of animal or vegetable manure. 

In so far as the immediate benefit of wood ashes is dependent 
upon the soluble saline matter they contain, their effect may 
be imitated by a mixture of crude potash with carbonate and 
sulphate of soda, and a little common salt. If the ash con- 
tain only about jth of its weight of soluble matter, the fol- 
lowing quantity of such a mixture would be nearly equal in 
efficacy to the saline matter of @ ton of wood ashes :-— 


Crude*carbonate! of potashy2s .ia5 + ics te< ste ses eseine'e 60 Ibs. 
Crystallised carbonate of soda,.....2.....:.22-.-s00% 60 “ 
MHI PR ALGIOL SOG AD sencia: cle averercia eyereisiaiaverelsiniere er cioreia temas =: < 20 
COMMON Calipers ea ceeroe c atte'n cree nee Stee e cece cere eeees 20 
160 


The composition of the different kinds of ash is very dis- 
similar; that of the hemlock spruce, (Abies canadensis,) for in- 
stance, contains more potash and phosphate of magnesia than 
that of the black birch (Betula lenta) ; while the sugar maple, 
(Acer saccharinum,) is richer in carbonic acid and lime. The 
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several effects of different kinds of wood ash, when applied to 
land, will therefore, vary. The different parts of the same tree 
also vary in their composition, as will be seen in the following 
analysis of the American white oak (Quercus alda,) made by 
the same authority last referred to:— 
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Phosphate of lime,........... De : ? 10.10) 
Phosphate of magnesia,....... | | | 
Carbonic acid, 95) 19. y 29.80) 
Lime, 8 21} 34, 54.89 
Magnesia, 36; 0. L 0.20 


k : 0.25 
SolibleSilease ee rcta ccc: : 30! 0.60} 0:25 
Organic matter, : 7.10 5.99, 1.16 


100,18 100.06, 99.99 100.05) 100.00 


SE SES == 


It has been confirmed by experience, that, as wood ashes at- 
tract acids with greater violence and sooner lose their virtue, 
their operation will be more violent and sooner over. Hence, the 
first crop after the land is manured with ashes is commonly very 
luxuriant, and the second one after exhausts almost the whole 
of their active properties. Therefore, they should be applied 
in moderate quantities, say 15 to 20 bushels to an acre, asa 
dressing for an annual crop of grain, barley, Indian corn, &c., 
and as they operate in a similar manner as lime, they should 
not be applied to land that has been exhausted by lime nor 
marl; neither should they be applied to the same land, year 
after year, nor should they immediately follow lime or marl. 
On clayey soils, ashes generally produce more rapid effects 
than on the lighter kinds. The action of all ashes, then, is 
twofold, partly due to the soluble portions, and partly to the 
insoluble. The chloride of sodium, or common salt, the car- 
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bonate and sulphate of potash, are soluble, and produce im- 
mediate effects on the crop; but the phosphates and silicates, 
as well as carbonate of lime, require considerable time to dis- 
solve. Hence, it has been observed that some: /ands are per- 
manently improved by ashes, and some crops immediately 
benefitted, as the leguminous plants. In those soils which 
already -ontain much alkali, as the detritus of primitive and _ 
transition countries, sea shores, lands near salt springs, &c., the 
soluble parts of ashes will be of little moment ; and the leached 
remains may be altogether superior; for few soils contain so 
much phosphoric acid as not to be improved by an addition 
as manure. 

Ashes of Wood, Lixiviated, Leached, or Washed—Where wood 
ashes are washed for the manufacture of the pot and pearl ashes 
of commerce, this insoluble portion collects in large quantities. 
It is also present in the refuse of the soapmakers, where wood 
ashes are employed for the manufacture of soft soap. The com- 
position of this insoluble matter varies very much, not only 
with the kind of wood from which the ash is made, but also 
with the temperature it is allowed to attain in burning. The 
former fact is illustrated by the following analysis, made by 
Berthier, of the insoluble matter left by the ash of five differ- 
ent species of wood carefully burned by himself :— 
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The numbers in these several columns differ very much from 
each other; but the constitution of the insoluble part of the 
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ash he obtained, probably differed in every case from that 
which would have been left by the ash of the same wood 
burned on the large scale, and in the open air. This is to be 
inferred from the total absence of potash and soda in the 
leached ashes, while it is well known that common lixiviated 
wood ash contains a notable quantity of both. This arises 
from the high temperature at which wood is commonly burned, 
causing a greater or less portion of the potash and soda to 
combine with the silica, and form insoluble silicates, which 
remain behind along with the lime and other earthy matter 
when the ash is washed with water. It is to these silicates, as 
well as to the large quantity of lime, magnesia, and phosphoric 
acid it contains, that common wood ash owes the more perma- 
nent effects upon the land, which it is known to have produced. 
When the rains have washed out, or the crops carried off, the 
more soluble part of the soil, these insoluble compounds still 
remain to exercise a more slow and enduring influence upon 
the after-produce. 

Still, from the absence of much or all this soluble portion, 
the action of leached ashes is not so apparent and energetic, 
and they may therefore be applied to the land im much larger 
quantity, say, at the rate of 50 to 80 bushels to the acre. Ap- 
plied in this quantity, their effects have been observed to con- 
tinue for fifteen years. Leached wood ashes are regarded as 
the most beneficial to clayey soils, and it is stated that they es- 
pecially promote the growth of oats. On Long Island, how- 
ever, where the soil is light and sandy, they are employed in 
the cultivation of Indian corn, spread around each hill at the 
tirst hoeing, at the rate of 56 bushels to the acre, where about 
14 cubic yards of horse dung has been applied in the hill at 
the time of planting, and where one mossbunker, (a fish,) is 
buried midway between each hill, in June or July. By this 
course of manuring, an acre will yield from 60 to 80 bushels 
of shelled corn, and the next season will be in tolerable condi- 
tion for a crop of rye, buckwheat, or oats, without other 
manure. . 
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Ashes of Wood from Soaper’s Waste——Formerly, in this coun- 
try, all waste of soapboilers consisted of lixiviated wood ashes 
and lime, the latter either caustic or combined with carbonic 
acid. Therefore, they formed a superior manure, as they im- 
proved vegetation by the phosphate of lime, magnesia, and 
gypsum, as well as by the lime with which they were mixed. 
Since, however, many soapmakers have used soda, barilla, or 
common salt, instead of wood ashes, and the waste contains a 
large proportion of caustic lime or its carbonate, which have 
not so much value as mere burnt lime. 

It is the opinion of many, that the ashes of soapboilers es- 
pecially act by the potash they contain; but this is an error ; 
for, in subjecting them to chemical analysis, they were found 
by Sprengel to consist of the following ingredients in 100,000 
parts :— 


Silica... cee cece cece te cc eee soncenerseneneccceres 35,000 
Lime, mostly in a caustic state,........+eseeereeeeees 35,010 
Manganese,.......0062 corcccccccceseessccsccscenes 2,330 
TAT enna hh ana sOoere Crate fk ime enalelseasynler/ ooh else + miatsiiet man nie ais 1,500 
QPRAMS OL MLO s a2 calle ciotaicle eiene eta elci ohm eletala)sjnvrere.e.ojnie\siels 1,700 
Oxide of Manganese,.......eseee seer seer eceerereees 1,840 
Potash, combined with silica into a silicate,......--.- 500 
Soda, do. do. do. OGGae woe ee ee ke 
Sulphuric acid, combined with lime into gypsum,.... 190 
Phosphoric acid, combined with lime,......+-++++++- 3,500 
Common Salt,........-sccccce cence ctsccceecsescoors 90 


Carbonic acid, combined with lime and magnesia,...18,160 


100,000 


Of soapbciler’s ashes, in a dry state, from 2,000 to 3,000 lbs., 
(40 to 60 bushels,) may ordinarily be used on an acre of land. 
From 3,000 Ibs., the soil would obtain about 920 lbs. of lime; 
70 lbs. of magnesia; 15 lbs. of potash; 5 lbs. of soda; 12 lbs. 
of gypsum; 230 lbs. of phosphate of lime; and 3 lbs. of com- 
mon salt, by which it will be seen that they owe their fertil- 
ising properties mostly to the caustic and carbonate of lime, 
and the magnesia and phosphate of lime as their 15 lbs. of 
potash, 12 lbs. of gypsum, &c., may produce a very inconsid- 
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erable effect, particularly as the potash is also combined with 
the silica into a substance not soluble in water. 

After manuring with soaper’s ashes, plants of the ciover 
tribe will grow best; but all other crops will be benefitted ; 
and the fresher the ashes are, the more effective they will be, 
as they then contain much caustic lime, by which, especially 
the carbonic humus, or the organic matter in the soil, is effected 
and changed into humic acid. Soils which contain very little 
lime will always be best improved by them; and in this case, 
they will be very useful, whether employed as a top-dressing 
on meadows, or applied to hoed crops or grain. The effect will 
be visible for six to nine years, according to the quantity used; 
which, however, will only be the case when the soil is defi- 
cient in vegetable or organic matter, and such other substances 
of which the ashes contain but a small quantity. 

Soaper’s ashes may be strewn either over the crops already 
growing, such as clovers, lucern, grasses, &c., or they may be 
harrowed in with the seed of winter or summer crops, on which 
they act partly as leached ashes, and partly as caustic lime; 
they can also be used with some advantage on boggy lands 
newly cleared, or on any moist land abounding in vegetable 
loam. 


ASPHALTUM. 


ASPHALTUM is a smooth, hard, brittle, black or brown bitu- 
minous substance which easily melts when heated, and if pure, 
burns without residuum. It is both in a soft and liquid state, 
on the surface of Lake Asphaltites, or the Dead Sea, and hence 
is sometimes called “ bitumen of Judea.” It occurs, also, as a 
mineral production in other parts of Asia, in Europe, Cuba, 
and the island of Trinidad, and some other parts of America 
By chemical analysis, it contains about 32 per cent. of bitu- 
minous oil; 30 of carbon, and 7 per cent. of silicates; the re- 
mainder, consisting of alumina, lime, oxides of iron, and man- 
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ganese, with a large per-centage of water slightly impregnated 
with ammonia. , 

The Egyptians used asphaltum in embalming, under the 
name of mumia. It was used by the Babylonians instead of 
mortar, for cementing bricks. At present, it is employed with 
lime, shells, or gravel, in making pavementsand walks; mixed 
with hair, it forms an impervious covering for roofs. 

From the chemical ingredients as given above, we have rea- 
son to suppose that asphaltum would prove to be a valuable 
manure. The council of the Royal Agricultural Society of 
England were lately favored with a statement of the satisfac- 
tory result tried in the government gardens at Bermuda, ob- 
tained by Vice Admiral, the Earl of Dundonald, on the 
West-Indian Station, from manure prepared from the asphal- 
tum of the great Pitch Lake, in the island of Trinidad. A - 
sample was placed in the hands of Professor Way, the chem- 
ist of the society, with a request that he would make a chem- 
ical examination of this new manure, in order that he might 
determine its agricultural value. 


BITTERNS, OR PAN SCALE. 


Tue term bitterns is used by salt manufacturers, at the sa- 
lines at Onondaga, and other places, to designate the highly 
deliquescent chlorides of magnesia and lime. From their very 
soluble na#ure, they are thrown. down immediately after the 
commencement of the boiling of the brine, and are scooped out 
‘in considerable quantities, by ladles, and thrown away. That 
portion which adheres to the bottom and sides of the kettles, 
forming a solid crust, is usually known under the name of 
pan scale, the chemical ingredients of which, according to Pro- 
fessor Emmons, are as follows:— 


Chloridevof SOI, 77 '~'0:s/a)0'01 josie o cia eeiosin eiolawial de stalere aie 73.92 
Wiloriderah Winey... oa dee saelcltociace cael aeisiels statute Ser aaets TAT 
Chidride afimaonesiass.\citc cae stoic ceislsiedecle Ga eates viele 1,68 
Sulphate of Limieysic sc «jaw iejoratiaiie sciatic seein anes 12.37 
POU Cia a chetareis: ietwiaisisr esos ietstetaisieialsilets [oj otaulls hula teers mates si 0.20 
OTEAUICIMGUCls 515s os side cls siste cae ae aeiusiiee Spisis> 1.50 
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From the above analysis, it is obvious that the waste of our 
salt works is a valuable fertiliser for certain soils, and ought 
to be saved. 

Of this material, hundreds of thousands of bushels are heap- 
ed up in the vicinity of the salt works in the state of New 
York, and even in the city of Syracuse, it is used for grading 
the lots and streets. Asa fertiliser, it has been used with ad- 
vantage in the form of a top-dressing on fields of grass and 
grain. On sandy soils, where gypsum and common salt are 
needed, the application of this’ refuse would doubtless be at- 
tended with beneficial results. 


BRICK DUST AND BURNT CLAY. 


Brick DusT, whether obtained from the rubbish of new build- 
ings or old, or from the kilns or yards where bricks are manu- 
factured or stored, or made by pounding up soft bricks, may 
be used with advantage to strong clayey land, and thereby ren- 
der it more open and less tenacious; in which case, the benefit 
arising from the mechanical arrangement of the soil, alone, 
would probably more than compensate for the trouble of 
spreading it on the ground, and ufterwards plowing or har- 
rowing itin. Besides this, brick dust, long exposed to the 
atmosphere, particularly that from old buildings, absorbs con- 
siderable quantities of nitrogen or ammonia, in consequence 
of which, it is possessed of additional fertilising properties, 
and may be applied as a top-dressing to grass lands, at the 
rate of 60 or 70 bushels to the acre. Brick dust has also been 
used with great success in propagating the more tender green- 
house plants, as Daphnes, Cape jasmines, heaths, &c.; and it 
has been remarked how much more certain and quickly cut- 
tings of all sorts take root in it, than in sand, or in loamy soil, 
treated in the usual way. For plants that root more easily, it 
may be mixed half and half with sandy loam. 

The effect of burnt clay, as an amendment to soils, has been 
higly extolled, and not without some reason, in certain local- 
ities. By burning, clay is altered in its nature, in which state 
it becomes insoluble in water, loses its attraction for it, and 
resembles silicious sand. 
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Buint clay has long been used as a manure on heavy lands 
in some parts of England, and with considerable advantage. 
It serves to lighten and mellow the scil for six or seven years 
afterwards. The work of burning usually begins in May, and 
continues through the summer, in heaps of from 50 to 100 cubic ~ 
yards each. Brush wood and faggots are mostly used for 
fuel, and sometimes coal, where it is cheap. The quantity 
required of either, however, is not great, if the work is properly 
done. In forming a kiln for burning clay, let the sods be cut 
of a convenient size to handle, say a foot wide and 18 inches 
in length; with these, form a parallelogram, or oblong square ; 
let the walls be 2 feet thick, and trampled or beaten firmly 
together, and raised at least 3 feet high. The kiln should be 
so situated that the wind may blow against one of its sides; 
it may be from 4 to 6 yards long, by 3 yards wide, with aper- 
tures within one yard of cach end, and others at a distance of 
about 5 feet from these should be left in the side walls, when 
building, for the purpose of forming drain-like openings across 
the kiln; let one of these drain-like openings be made from 
end to end, lengthwise the kiln. These funnels are to be 
built, also, with sods; some dry turf, or peat, such as is some- 
time used for fuel, is to be put into these funnels, and ofer it, 
and between the funnels, well-dried sods, or any other combus- 
tible materials are to be laid on at the depth of 2 feet over 
these sods, partially dried, to the level of the walls of the kiln. 
In setting these materials on fire, a powerful heat will be pro- 
duced, quite capable of burning clay, without previously dry- 
ing it; care, however, will be necessary to avoid throwing it 
on in too great a quantity at once, before the fire is well up, 
when a large parcel may be thrown on. If piled up too loosely, 
the draught will be strong, and the burning too rapid; if too 
closely, there will not be draught sufficient. ‘The sod walls are 
to be raised as the heat rises; and as soon as it is perceived by 
the strength of the smoke, and the glow of the heat, that the 
mass is ignited in all its parts, the apertures may be closed, 
and the kiln left to become charred. For the slower the burning 
proceeds, the better, provided the clay is effectually burnt and 


pulverised. Should appearances indicate a likelihood of the fire 
2% 
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being smothered, it will only be necessary to open one or more 
of the funnels, to renew the burning. If the land on which 
the charred clay is to be applied be deficient in calcareous 
matter, earth containing it, if burned, would improve it much. 

The clay to be burned is not the upper and better portion of 
the soil, but the colder and closer kinds, dug out of any pit, at 
any depth below the surface, together with the scouring of 
ditches, and vegetable rubbish of every description. The 
heaps, or kilns, must be attended to night and day while burn- 
ing, to prevent the fires going out, or burning too fiercely, in 
which case, the clay becomes burnt to a kind of brick, and is 
then nearly useless. Therefore, the heat should always be 
slow and steady, and never, if possible, burn the clay red, but 
black. When the burning is rightly managed, the clay is 
converted into a blackish kind of ashes, which is the thing to 
be aimed at. 

Excellent crops of turnips may be produced on indifferent 
land by the use of burnt clay; and there can scarcely be a 
better preparation for rape. The ashes, in England, are usually 
carted on the land after harvest upon clover leas, stubble, or 
fallows. Upon grass lands, they may be laid on at any time 
most-convenient. The quantity to be applied to arable lands 
is from 40 to 50 cubic yards to the acre, and on grass lands, 
from 25 to 30 yards. 

Burnt clay may also be used to forma oniipads with earth, 
sand, marl, or other manures; and in this way, it will be found 
highly beneficial as a top-dressing, and in lightening the tex- 
ture and improving the condition of stiff and heavy lands. 


BUILDING RUBBISH. 


TxE rubbish of demolished buildings has a very durable 
and marked effect upon vegetation; and it is believed to be 
more advantageous than pure lime. It contains, besides car- 
bonate of lime, and a little lime that is still in a caustic state, 
some soluble salts that have lime for their bases, as the nitrates 
_ and muriates of lime, and also the muriates of potash and soda, 
which add to the effect of the calcareous principle. The fer- 
tilising effects are the most active on soils that contain but 
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little or no lime; elsewhere, this material is thought to be 
more injurious than useful, and renders the land more sensible 
to drought. 

Therefore, this rubbish is very useful to be applied in the form 
of a top-dressing on moist meadows or pastures that are not cal- 
careous, but not on lands that are wet or inundated. It may be 
employed with advantage, if applied either in autumn or spring, 
upon winter as well as spring crops, as it promotes the forma- 
tion of grain rather than straw. It may be used with or with- 
out the medium of a compost, at the rate of 60 or 70 bushels 
to the acre, and like other calcareous amendments, requires to 
be spread in fair weather, when the ground is not wet. 


CLAY, UNBURNT. 


Cray, in an agricultural sense, according to the best writers 
is “a finely-divided chemical compound, consisting very nearly 
of 60 per cent. of silica, and 40 of alumina, with a little oxide 
of iron, and from which no silicious or sandy matter can be 
separated mechanically nor by decantation.” Of this clay, the 
earthy part, (sand and lime,) of all known soils, is made up by 
mere mechanical admixture. 


COMPOSITION OF THE CLAYS OF NEW YORK BY PROFESSOR EMMONS. 


| as | 
BS 
| | | le lel ge | 
Places and kinds of clay. : g a|23| 3 = - <2 
d | s2| 28! 4a & | 3 | 3g 
2\eu\e=|2 1/2/35 | 22 
a\/ag\Os5|5 |u| a |E5 
Tertiary or Albany clay,.........|52.44/32-23) 8.00) trace trace. | trace. | §.28 
Niarars Clays. is) jc.c1e.0o sereneote mete 58.24 |20.76| 14.62| 2.42} ——| 0.44) 3.24 
Oayupalclays <i cineca asia is cies s 72) 16. ; race. trace. | 8.44 
Adirondack clay, : f i 0.11) 6.52 | 
Brick clay, near Caldwell,....... \65.60| 17.52) 8.92 0.39 ——; —— 6.68 
Reddish clay of Christian Hollow, |44.84!27.40| 8.29! 1.36, ——| 2.60 16.36 
DAE i Be ty la indents Se erat ghd, 


Clays are highly important materials in the constitution of 
soils. They are also important fertilisers, especially when they 
contain magnesia, potash, and lime. The expense, however, 
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of carting clay may be considered as the great bar for its use 
as a fertiliser,and yet its effects are most decided upon all 
lands which are denominated “ light.” 

From the investigations of Mr. Thompson and Professor Way, 
* On the Absorbent Power of Soils,” it has been ascertained 
that a subsoil, abounding in clay, loam, or mould, has not only 
the power of arresting ammonia, but of absorbing and retain- 
ing “everything which can serve as a manure for plants.” Pu- 
trid urine, sewer water, &c., passing through these substances 
become pure as well as clear. The subsoil must be clay or 
loam, for sand and gravel have no such power, but allow all 
solutions freely to pass through them. 


COAL DUST. 

Fossiz coal is a well-known inflammable substance, formed 
of the remains of antediluvian vegetables, animal juices, and 
mineral! or metallic matter, combined, or mechanically mixed 
more or less with different kinds of earth. When reduced to 
a powder, it loses its inflammability by exposure to the air, 
and becomes oxygenated, as is the case with peat. Saline 
compounds are thence formed, which consist principally of 
sulphate of iron, sulphate of magnesia, phosphate of lime, 
phosphate of iron, oxide of iron, silica, alumina, and a propor- 
tion of uncombined simple earths. 

There are numerous varieties of coal, consumed in the 
United States, the dust of which could be obtained in consid- 
erable quantity from the yards where they are stored, or from 
the mines whence they were brought, and doubtless could be 
profitably employed as a manure. That of Pennsylvania and 
Wales is anthracite, which is somewhat difficult of combus- 
tion, producing little or no flame, but an intense heat, and con- 
sists almost entirely of pure carbon. Other varieties, found 
in Virginia, Ohio, and other parts of the world, are bitumi- 
nous in their character, and contain hydrogen, as well as 
carbon, and burn with a flame, and give out gas. The value, 
however, in an agricultural point of view, will of course depend 
upon the facility of decomposing the coal, and the chemical in- 
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The following table shows the 


gredients of which it is formed. 


analyses of coal from various parts of the United States, with 


the character or color of their ash :— 


| Per cent. 
Names and Location Per cent. volatile | Per cent.|Character or color of 
of the mines carbon. | matter. ash. ash. Authority. 
S ak White, light 
1 6G) obied 69] od: Pere Oc eee 87.0 he Dat : and fleecy. ? Lea. 
r reyish-white : 
PATA GULP Bissisie'ssiele’s wereysis 91.0 5.9 3.5 floeentonts ’ Ditto. 
OULS VINE acacrratecv avec elsrs 88.4 6.8 4.8 Deep-red. Ditto. 
eine GrOV ey Pais, oseiresients 85.9 7.2 6.9 Reddish-yellow- Ditto. 
ack-Spring Gap, Pa., ) SAS i 
(Fish-back veins) : ‘ 84.0 6.5 9.5 Yellowish-red. Ditto. 
ab aie Pay} | 86.0 4,5 9.5 | Yellowish-red. | Ditto. 
») 
Biack-Spring Gap, Pa., ? Yellowish-red ‘ 
—< (Peacock vein,) : § ae se 4.3 very light, : Dee: 
old-mine Gap, Pa., 2 Yellowish-red, very : 
(Peacock vein,) ’ { 83.0 90 8.0 light, and leachy. pine: 
Rauch Gap, Pa.,(east side,)|  wgg 11.0 10.1 pa Eee di Ditto. 
Yellow-Spring Gap, Pa.) | v5 11.0 1 Oe Davie ae ; 
(Backbone vein,) ( 77.5 ‘ 11.5 ark-red. Ditto. 
Rattling-Run Gap., Pa.,...| 76.1 16.9 7.0 Dark-red. Ditto. 
cM ae : a Cream-colored : 
Tioga or Blossburg, Pa.,... 72.5 17.5 10.0 inclining to grey. Ditto. 
Dauphin County, Pa.,..... 76.0 16.9 7.0 
: ! mr ~ " Cream-colored ‘ 
SuDORANE: Mil sicttercteterers 75.4 17.0 7.6 inclining to grey. Ditto. 
Mid-Lothian, Va.,........ 58.3 33.6 7.7 |Greyish-white,light.| Silliman. 
Portsmouth, R.1.,........ ? ? 2.3 Dayk-purple. Jackson. 


The earthy ingredients of the above-named coals consist 
principally of silica, alumina, lime, and the oxides of iron and 


None of the Pennsylvania coals, it is 


of manganese, the proportions of which vary, like those of all 


other varieties of coal. 


This, however, can only 


believed, contain any alkaline matter. 


be ascertained by burnin 


e the samples employed for examina- 
tion, which have not been exposed to salt water, at a low tem- 


}erature, in order to avoid any supposed sublimation. 


- 
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Again, the following varieties of bituminous coal, as analysed 
by Dr. Jackscn, were composed of the ingredients as given un- 
der their respective heads :— 


NEW-CASTLE COAL. 


Carbon ics ese es SE ee ete 9 SYajetbutate Sega ar ote doe eID 
BitU@Mens sd ciesies Cujee cic sercwibew wareponta emis a eRe een ese 37.9 
OXIDE OL MONG o's cis oe csaeecats Gisiie sie areataiin's declan electek caters 4.5 
Silicaiand: aluminas © <s:ceys ater ates vicisic em cis ciniaie anatecaepicae 0.5 
100.0 
BS pechfie er aya Yigacs.1cfetareye ety 2 alae os sies oye o's 1.32 
Weight of a cnbic yard,.............. 2,227Lbs. 
ORREL COAL. 
SRY DOM Saya d sreieta einige la a cle niere oratere e! caxicie' le arene elaiasura oints @mneiohe 63.4 
PRRPRUOTAA 6 ooo Settee a cabs sores ak oe Cale ta oelb sae T 35.3 
OXIME OL-IODS FAs ae aig civek ee ena pte Wiwace 4) se et oie eres 1.0 
SH GA ATIGALITMAIN As sie 05:0 5.0 ws orei-'n,acishileais oie ecarneeerere 0.3 
100.0 
Speeticeravityyes so sicecvi we ove eee ras 1.279 
Weight of a cubic yard,.............. 2,15821bs. 
SIDNEY (N. S.) COAL. 
MEAT ONG Mics ovens pss aictiislaerc) drasderercts mots Widsets exes jin lei retstale 56.4 
Bitumen,..... bs sale pivaaleterers ehslescvereye ein nice te oe se veer sine 41.0 
CIDE Of ATOM, Oixcn at's sieges Or os Se ceca sin ae Seles ae 2g 
100.0 
FROSTBURG (MD.) COAL. 
CANON cichhi Mirciec, sous watereiotete o Sie aratets anathsraveic oak bone ae 
BSIGUMOM S50 15:0.) sicesicts cla trae elersians pdeepelaialsliats, ¢,d-elecsversaeisistote 16.5 
PU CAS icine, sisters sits cine awis sshoyic Sa tatunrsa stetae cath ia teve elles eaerare "6 ath 2.0 
Alunring And Oxide Ol WOU, «sie aictere.¢ sae oe evel sae <cevalate 3.6 
100.0 
SD OCIIG OMAN ALY aia 5/aisfoue oun o/sievearzistera’ otsae 1.321 
Weight ofa cubic yard... ......0...0- 2,22921bs. 


In these analyses we find the sum of the carbon and bitu- 
men taken together, to amount to 95, 98,4, 972, and 942 per 
cent. respectively. These numbers, therefore, indicate their 
relative values, in the main, as manuring mixtures to be applied 
to the land. 


on 
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The coals most applicable for fertilising purposes are such 
as are found at the out-crops of the seams, or beds, particularly 
those which are of a soft, tender nature, and are easily acted 
upon by the joint influence of moisture and air. Among these, 
the bituminous coals of Virginia and Ohio stand conspicuous, 
and when reduced to powder, tend to quicken the vegetation 
of wheat and Indian corn in an eminent degree. 

When bituminous coal is ina state capable of being ren- 
dered soluble, it is soft and friable, and if rubbed between the 
fingers, it appears like soot. If thrown into the fire, it will not 
burn with any flame, but while consuming, emit a smell more 
like that from the combustion of peat than coal. When not 
found in this state in the mines, it may be oxygenated, or soft- 
ened, by exposing the small refuse coals of the collieries or 
yards, alternately to moisture and air. This process may be 
much accelerated by previously crushing or grinding the coal 
to a fine powder. 


COPROLITES. 


TuEsE fossils, which usually occur of a conical shape, are 
generally found in the ancient calcareous formations, and are 
shown by Dr. Buckland, in his “ Bridgewater Treatise,” to be 
the petrified excrements of extinct animals. They also are 
represented to be found in the state of Maine, and occur in 
numerous limestone formations in other parts of the United 
States. They are most frequently found in layers of rock, and 
are generally associated with other fossils of various composi- 
tions, forms, and textures. Sometimes, however, they occur as 
water-worn pebbles, coarse gravel, or in a more comminuted 
state in the soil. An analysis of a sample made by Herapath 
gives of 


Phosphate of lime, magnesia, and iron,..............-. 53.7 
Garhonate Of mesa. |. ccaictiaiorelciaine eioccieisuse eae ateieicee o Sete 28.4 
BSIM PLACE LOL LIMIG) .7-.osietsic. sisicicic leis mieicieis ei diaa cele renee 0.7 
RUDI CUS ersiess claus cresevcisie RR GRID OOntBEAOOSS oc Haat ete fie 13.2 
WWREGI ysis ee sienna sles aisise!siele sivisieluialsfavsie'e aialelerciete etataie' sree 3.4 
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Besides the other ingredients, the above analysis indicates 
that there is an equivalent of 262 per cent. of phosphoric acid, 
which shows coprolites are an invaluable manure. They are 
about as rich in phosphate and carbonate of lime, as the re- 
cent bones of an ox, when perfectly dried, and deprived of 
their fat. The latter yield of phosphate of lime 56% per cent., 
and of phosphate of magnesia 3} per cent., which is equiva- 
to 26,4 per cent. of phosphoric acid. It is to be observed, 
however, that coprolites, in general, are intensely hard, so 
much so, that it requires powerful machinery to grind them; 
and that, even when reduced to powder, they are not suffici- 
ently soluble of themselves for direct application to the soil. 
They are readily dissolved by sulphuric acid, and then afford 
a most exeellent manure for turnips, cabbages, rape, &c. 


FELDSPAR, GRANITE, AND GNBEISS. 


Feipspar, which has a peculiar pearly lustre, when pure, is 
generally white; but from the admixture of other ingredients 
in small proportions, it often has a red, blue, or greenish tint, 
which is owing to the minute quantity of metallic oxides it 
contains. It forms one of the regular components of granite, 
sometimes occuring in crystals 10 inches long and 8 inches in 
diameter. Several varicties of this mineral are known to 
mineralogists ; but, besides the common feldspar, it is only 
necessary to specify albite, which, in appearance, closcly-re- 
sembles the true feldspar, after taking its place in granite 
rocks, and in chemical constitution, differs from it only in con- 
taining soda, while the common variety contains potash. Ac- 
cording to Professor Jchnston, these minerals consist repec- 


tively of 
Feldspar.  _—Allbite. 


NTI CAS anc tie he einwis tee eieinie ere aipierevioteihaciers Gi2Ts sacle = 69.09 
PAU TAYE IN DSS oS cae ote ale atals <i eutalare eateleieeiereete BAER AE ss ares 19.22 
Ptah; ckei-ci eieisrewa corals saa /teeeeinemeae ates SIGMOs mice —_— 
POSS ie sratoiais ehererousterecereceimpacioe Suklateatiiats eens 11.69 
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It is to be observed, however, that these minerals do not gen- 
erally occur in nature in a perfectly pure state ; for though 
they do not essentially contain lime, magnesia, nor oxide of 
iron, they are seldom found without a small admixture of one 
or more of these substances. It is also found that while pure 
feldspar contains only potash, and pure albite only soda, an 
abundance of a kind of intermediate mineral occurs which 
contains both potash and soda. 

In these two minerals, the silica is combined with the potash, 
soda, and alumina. 

Feldspar consists of a silicate of alumina combined with a 
silicate of potash. Albite, of the same silicate of alumina, com- 
bined with a silicate of soda. 

Feldspar undergoes a gradual decomposition when exposed 
to the action of air, water, and the spongioles of plants, or to 
the vegetable matter in the soil. The carbonic acid gas of 
the soil, of the atmosphere, as well as of mineral waters, acts 
upon it, so that the alkali is gradually removed, and the min- 
eral crumbles into fine particles, which enter into the compo- 
sition of all granitic soils. It is the principal source whence 
plants obtain their potash, which exists in their juices and solid 
parts, and is taken up by their rootlets entering into their 
composition, and serving, at the same time, as a solvent vehicle, 
by which the organic acids are in part introduced into their 
sap vessels. 

The name of granile is given to a rock consisting of a mix- 
ture more or less of quartz, mica, and feldspar. When mica 
is wanting, and a mineral called hornblende occurs in its stead, 
the rock is distinguished by the name of Syenile ; and when 
these minerals are blended together, and the rock is more or 
less distinctly stratified in its structure, it is known under the 
name of gneiss. 

The minerals of which these rocks consist, are mixed toge- 
ther in very variable proportions. Sometimes the quartz pre- 
dominates, so as to constitute two thirds or three fourths of the 
whole rock; at other times, both mica and quartz are present 
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in such small quantity as to form what is then called a feldspar 
rock. The mica rarely exceeds one sixth of the whole, while 
the hornblende of the Syenites sometimes forms nearly one half 
of the entire rock. These differences also are often overlooked 
by the geologist, though they necessarily produce important 
differences in the composition and agricultural characters of 
the soils derived from the crystalline rocks. 

Mica generally occurs disseminated through the granite or 
gneiss in small, shining scales, or plates, which, when extracted 
from the rock, readily split into an inconceivable number of. 
thin layers. It sometimes also occurs in large masses which 
may be cleft into thin sheets, or plates, resembling window 
glass, and is of various colors, as white, grey, brown, and 
black. It is soft,and may readily be cut with a knife. It con- 
sists of silicates, though its constitution is not always so sim- 
ple as that of feldspar. In some varieties, magnesia is pres- 
ent, whilst in others it is almost wholly wanting, as is shown 
by the following composition of two specimens from different 
localities, given by Professor Johnston :— 


Potash Magnesian 

Mica. Mica. 
SLU ely Re: para iy we rae eae SG AG benz ot oe 40,00 
PANUIMIM AS cc's a daree sip bie dle sreteicivin diene BLGU sce ces elec ce 12.67 
Prot-oxide Gfrirow 7923. oe csiee. 2 SiO Cavek oases 19.03 
MBO MERA ayiwete a5 die ar ie SralorSteiwiale Ope See or 15.7 
Potash sc sctcce cia swisidoe aeietenwenice SDs rare ce Neerateis 5.61 
Oxide of manganese,....-..5:...... WARN? Se <saranchs opaeeene 0.63 
BPIMOTICHCIGS sce cas oe Sac e oeCte eS He WAS Aree ee toe ee 2.10 
Wipers 23s 2 Pe ries eists ols fatale dieleioib what ate 1.00 Titanic acid, 1.63 

98.26 97.37 


If we neglect the last three substances, which are present 
only in small quantities, and recollect that the silica is in com- 
bination with all the substances which stand beneath it, we see 
that these varieties of mica consist of a silicate of alumina 
combined in the one with silicate of iron and silicate of potash ; 
and in the other with silicate of iron and silicate of magnesia. 

Hornblende occurs of various colors, but that which forms a 
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constituent of Syenites and of the basalts is of a dark-green or 
brownish-black color, is often in regular crystals, and is readily 
distinguished from quartz and feldspar by its color, and from 
black mica by, not spliting into thin layers. 

According to the last authority named above, hornblende 
consists of 


Basaltic Syenitic 
Hornblende. Hornblende. 

MCA eeitsisiteoisers Sacre wan aiesicions ATA wiciechciciceloe 45.69 
PALUITIM Aye fo 1b' «tT Eo de, hele cies sak were A Ee a= es 12.18 
PATS reesei sae iio ns ciarnta'sip are sie eee DOA a aia watelnit stein) 13.83 
MASTER Ag ot ctsicials anistelnaince: ices 1 5/e BeOS c nena Dee 18.79 
EPVOU-ORLGG Of; ALON, 5.1 1s'0:c\caiae 2iels, 107010 PASO rt nciae snails 71.32 
Oxide of manganese,............06: Sh ae 8 a 0.22 
BU WONIC GIGS. 's asic vale cielalonces aebiein a Ais eb cee ese 1.50 

97.06 99.53 


A comparison of these two analyses shows that the propor- 
tions of magnesia and oxide of iron sometimes vary consider- 
ably ; yet that the hornblendes still maintain the same general 
composition. They are remarkably distinguished from felds- 
par by the total absence of potash and soda, and by containing 
a large proportion of lime and magnesia. From the potash 
mica, they are distinguished by the same chemical differences, 
and from magnesian mica, by containing lime to the amount 
of 4th part of their whole weight, which difference must mate- 
rially affect the constitution and agricultural capabilities of 
the soils formed from these minerals. 

A few other minerals occasionally occur among granitic 
rocks, in sufficient quantity to affect the composition of the soils 
to which they give rise. Among these, are the different varieties 
of tourmaline, beryl, schorl, and chlorite, the latter of which, 
sometimes contains 15 or 18 per cent. of magnesia, and nearly 
30 per cent. of the prot-oxide of iron. 

It thus appears that a knowledge of the constitution a: the 
minerals of which the granites are composed, and of the pro- 
portions in which these minerals are mixed in any locality, 
clearly indicates what the nature of the soils formed from them 
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must be an indication which perfectly accords with observa- 
tion. The same knowledge, also, showing that such soils never 
have contained, and never can naturally include more than a 
trace of lime, will satisfy the improver, who believes the pres- 
ence of lime to be almost necessary in a fertile soil, as to the 
first step to be taken in endeavoring to rescue a granitic soil 
from a state of nature—will explain to him the reason why the 
use of lime and of shell sand on such soils, should so long have 
been practised with the best effects, and will encourage him 
to persevere in a course of treatment, which, while suggested 
by theory, is also confirmed by practice.—Johnston. 

The potash of feldspar, or granitic rocks, may be liberated 
to a considerable extent, first, by breaking and burning them 
in a kiln, like limestone, and then slaking them by pouring on 
water while hot. In this state, most, or all of the alkalies con- 
tained in the rock will readily be available for the food’ of 
plants, and all that remains to be done is simply to apply the 
fragments to the soil. 


GYPSUM, OR PLASTER. 


Gypsum, or sulphate of lime, is a well-known white crystal- 
line compound found abundantly in large deposits in numerous 
parts of the globe. It is present in many soils, particularly in 
peat, and is detected in sensible proportions in lucern, sainfoin, 
ray grass, red clover, and turnips, as well as in the dung of 
most, if not all animals subsisting on grass. It is found, asa 
natural production, under the names of anhydrite, (which occurs 
in rocky masses almost free from water,) selenite, and alabaster. 
The native plaster, or gypsum of commerce, contains of 


Per cent. 
Waters eS ooo isis us oa ccclaie nando eke ieee eee aan ee 21 
BARING yk ie stale of lo SS dioverbin eiata ac Ae ta eee atts 33 
Sulphuric acid... 0s. «0s. wa aces maucawbeesie twee wae ees 46 
100 


But when calcined, it consists of 414 per cent. of lime, and 
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584 of sulphuric acid. Deprived of its water, at a low red 
heat, it forms the well-known “ plaster of Paris,” which, when 
made into a thin paste with water, chemically unites with it, 
and. forms, in a few minutes, a hard substance, as in plaster 
casts, or moulds, cornices in rooms, &c. It is soluble in 450 
parts of boiling water, or in 500 parts of cold water; owing to 
which circumstance it is often found in springs. Aton of pure 
gypsum, when crushed, will yield about 25 bushels. 
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The use of plaster in agriculture, as such, is not old, although 
it was doubtless used by the Roman farmers and early inhab- 
itants of Britain, as well as by the Lombards. It was not much 
applied in modern times until some years after its first discov- 
ery as a manure by M. Meyer, a clergyman of Germany, in 
1768. Its use spead after this date in that country, and pene- 
trated France, Switzerland, Great Britain, and the United States, 
where it has been successfully employed, without interruption, 
in the vicinity of Philadelphia, and elsewhere, ever since the 
year 1772. And it may be worthy of repeating, that, when 
Dr. Franklin wished to introduce the use of this fertiliser into 
America, in order to convince his countrymen of its efficacy, 
he sowed in large letters, upon a clover field, in Washington, 


with powdered gypsum, the following phrase, as indicated in 
the cut above :— THIS HAS BEEN PLASTERED. 
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Theoretically, gypsum attracts ammonia from the atmos- 
phere, and retains it for the use of vegetation. Its action, as a 
manure, is twofold. In the first place, it serves directly for the 
food of several of our cultivated plants; and secondly, it fixes. 
and retains certain soluble substances in the soil, which are 
necessary to their growth and nutrition. Nor is this all. To 
the same property is to be ascribed ‘ts action of fixing ammo- 
nia, when scattered over stable floors, dunghills, manure tanks, 
&c., by absorbing it, and thereby preventing its escape. By 
“ fixing,” is meant the formation of sulphate of ammonia from 
its carbonate. Rain water, for instance, is supposed to bring 
down with it carbonate of ammonia, which acts upon gypsum 
in such a way as to abstract its sulphuric acid, and form sul- 
phate of ammonia, and exchange therefor its carbonic acid, and 
convert the gypsum into carbonate of lime. Thus, the carbonate 
of ammonia, which is brought down by the rain, if it does not 
meet with sulphuric acid in the soil, it readily becomes volatile, 
and rises again into the air; whereas, the contrary is the effect 
with sulphate of ammonia, and hence the meaning of the term 
“ fix.” Supposing the gypsum to meet with a sufficient supply 
of ammonia in the soil, and that it exercises its full influence, 
100 lbs. of common unburnt gypsum will fix or form sulphate 
with nearly 20 lbs. of ammonia, containing 16} bs. of nitrogen. 
One hundred weight, therefore, (112lbs.,) will form as much 
sulphate as will contain 224 lbs. of ammonia, and if introduced 
without loss into the interior of plants, it will furnish them with 
184 lbs. of nitrogen. 

The sulphuric acid contained in gypsum, from well-known 
principles, also acts beneficially in decomposing and bringing 
into activity the humus and insoluble matter accumulated in 
Inams or peaty soils. Gypsum is decomposed by carbonate 
and muriate of barytes, the carbonates of strontia, potash, soda, 
and of ammonia, as well as by oxalic and humic acids, and 
where any of the four last named occur naturally in the soil, 
or are applied by artificial means, new combinations take 
place, which are attended in some cases with beneficial results. 
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For instance, in order that gypsum may be useful as a fertil- 
iser, the soil must always contain more or less humus, even if 
it be only 2 or 3 per cent. If, however, it contains too much 
free humic acid, it will decompose the gypsum, so that humate 
of lime will be formed, and the sulphuric acid will be set free, 
which may then act as a corrosive on the roots of the crops. 
On this account, a soil very rich in humus must never be ma- 
nured with too much gypsum, because, though the sulphuric 
acid were to combine with another base contained in the soil, 
it would still form therewith a salt easily soluble in water, by 
which the plants would receive too much sulphuric acid at 
once. If strewn over fresh dung, and plowed in with it in the 
field, it will undergo a partial decomposition by the carbonate 
of ammonia developed from the excrements, so much so, that 
sulphate of ammonia and carbonate of lime are formed. 

Some difference of opinion appears to exist: among agricul- 
turists whether gypsum should be used in a crude state or 
burned; but, experience fully proves that the effects are the 
same whether calcined or rough. In a raw state, when reduced to 
powder, it does not swelJ in water, but remains Jike sand. But 
when roasted, or rather heated at a temperature just below red- 
ness, and diluted with its bulk of water, it will harden, or set, 
at the end of five or ten minutes; then, if we dilute it with 
another equal dose of water, and as soon as the mixture begins 
to harden again, we add a third dose of water of equal bulk, 
and proceed thus five or six times, the mixture will still acquire 
a weaker consistence. Then, if divided into clods, and left to 
dry in the air, it can easily be reduced to a fine powder. In 
this condition, plaster acts so much the better, as it presents 
more surface to the influence of water, and is the sooner dis- 
solved and taken up by the roois of plants. Indeed, it appears 
that its swelling, at each addition of water, generally increases 
its bulk; and consequently its particles are more and more 
divided, till they occupy five or six times their former volume, 
by the agency of water. On the contrary, when we employ 
plaster which is too much roasted, it does not even absorb a 
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volume of water equal to itself; nor does it expand nor under. | 
go any further division, in consequence of which, it does not 
retain scarcely 3th part as much interposed water as the well- 
roasted plaster, and therefore presents so much the less hold 
for the dissolving action. Hence, the only use of roasting plas- 
ter for agriculture, consists in the minute and easy division 
which results from the calcination; and it is easy to perceive 
how important it is toavoid the excess of temperature that pro- 
duces the contrary effect. 

By burning, gypsum loses nothing but the water of crystal- 
lisation, or the water chemically bound up, as the sulphuric 
acid contained in it cannot be expelled even by the most vio- 
lent heat of the furnace. If left in the air, burnt gypsum will 
attract from it as much water as it had previously lost, which 
again becomes chemically fixed, but does not sensibly deterio- 
rate its value as a manure. 

From its property of being rather soluble in water, gypsum 
generally passes into the plants in an entire state. In its ap- 
plication, it is frequently strewn over the young growing 
crops; and farmers like it still better, if the plants are yet wet 
from dew, as they believe that it will then act as a better stim- 
ulus upon the leaves. Still, experience has shown that it will 

-produce the same effect, if it is washed off the leaves by rain 
water; nay, it has been found that, in most cases, it will im- 
prove the growth of clover best, if it be strewn over the field 
before winter, and harrowed in with the seed. This phenome- 
non is easily explained by the gypsum sooner finding in the soil 
the water required for its solution; and it being now distrib- 
uted over the whole furrew slice, it can easier be received by 
the roots of the plants. The favorable issue of manuring with 
gypsum depends yet on another circumstance. It will act 
beneficially only in wet, warm seasons; as in this case, the 
water will not only convey it to the plants, but the heat will 
assist the assimilation of -the sulphuric acid contained in it; 
that is, the leaves will only deoxidise the sulphuric acid by the 
assistance of the solar rays, whereby they exhale the oxygen 
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and retain sulphur for the formation of albumen, gluten, &c. 
That this process actually takes places in leaves, is to be seen 
by the gypsum acting very little in dark, wet- weather, and 
that, being strewn over clover, growing in the shade, it will not 
exert any influence upon it at all. 

Gypsum, like lime and marl, requires to be applied with dis- 
cretion, and alternately with other manures. Without atten- 
tion in this respect, it will not always succeed. It has general- 
ly been found more useful when applied to clover, lucern, 
sainfoin, beans, peas, vetches, and several of the grasses, than 
in the cultivation of grain, turnips, and other green crops. In 
France, its effects have been extolled, when applied to the roots 
of orange trees, the olive, mulberries, and the vine. In Amer- 
ica, it is employed with success in the cultivation of Indian 
corn, buckwheat, and rye; and in some instances it has given 
much activity to the growth of hemp. 

The soils upon which gypsum operates most beneficially are 
those that are light, dry, and sandy, or open, as they soonest 
admit the rain water which dissolves and conveys it to the 
roots of the plants; whereas, clayey soils, which are stiff and 
impervious to the rains, retain the plaster for a greater length 
of time. In some cases, gypsum will not produce any effect, 
on account of the soil already containing sufficient sulphate of 
lime, or being deficient in one or more substances required for 
the growth of plants; for, in order that such a simple sub- 
stance as gypsum may act beneficially, the soil must possess 
all the other substances requisite for the crop. Thus, in a 
plant like red clover, which requires fourteen or fifteen sub- 
stances to perfect its growth, if only one of these simple sub- 
stances is deficient, potash for instance, it is clear that the 
remaining thirteen or fourteen would be of little or no avail, 
however abundant any of the others may be; for plants re- 
quire only a determinate quantity of food, and an excess may 
be detrimental and do no good. 

Gypsum being itself calcareous, it would seem to follow that 
it should not be employed on land containing much lime ; but 
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experience has proved that it may be avantageously applied 
to chalky and limestone soils, and particularly those which 
have shortly before been enriched with marl. On land which 
has been exhausted by cropping, and which contains not much 
vegetable maiter, it will prove of little or no avail; but it will 
do good after an application of barnyard dung, or after plow- 
ing under a green crop. Plaster is sometimes used upon dry 
meadows, in which leguminous grasses predominate, and con- 
quently increase their forage; but its application must be alter- 
nated with animal manure; otherwise, the fertility which it 
produces will not be sustained, and in a few years of repeated 
plastering, the product will descend lower than before. There- 
fore, gypsum should not be too often repeated upon the same 
soil, especially if it is moderately, or very rich, as most soils 
generally require a change in manures, as well as in crops, 
once in every five or six years. 

Plaster may be applied to grass lands by scattering it broad- 
cast over the surface, or over cultivated ground, harrowing it 
in at the time of sowing the seed. It may also be applied in 
the hill at the time of pianting beans, peas, or Indian corn; or 
it may be applied to the plants of the these crops at their first 
er second hoeing. For grass lands, it is recommended to sow 
it in the spring, even when the grass is 5 or 6 inches in height; 
and, when sown in August, after haryest, upon clover leas, a 
fine aftermath may be cut, and the crops of the year following 
will experience nearly the whole of its good effects. 

The best time for applying plaster is in the evening or morn- 
ing upon the dew, or in calm and cloudy weather, just before 
or after a slight rain; for, if the weather be very rainy, its ef- 
fects will be lessened, if not altogether destroyed, When sown 
with grain, its ordinary dose is equal in bulk to that of the 
seed, say 200 or 300 lbs. to an acre; but to grass lands, or 
crops of legumes, potatoes, and Indian corn, 5 or 6 bushels to 
the acre are commonly employed. Used in a compost of earth 
or dung, or combined with other manures, such as guano, rape 
dust, &c., it has been applied to turnips with marked effect, 
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If a little gypsum be strewn over barnyard dung, while being 
turned over, before using, its activity is very much increased. 


IROW. 


Tron, it is universally admitted, is the most extensively dis- 
tributed, and the most important of all metals, being essential 
to the existence of most, if not all organised beings, and indis- 
pensable to man in the ordinary wants of life. Every one 
knows the manifold uses to which this precious metal is applied ; 
its capability of bayng cast in molds of any form; of being 
drawn out into wires of any desired fineness and strength; of 
being extended into sheets, or plates; of being bent in any 
direction ; of being sharpened, hardened, and softened at will. 
Tron accommodates itself to all our necessities, our desires, and 
even our caprices. It is equally serviceable to agriculture, 
the arts, the sciences, and to war, as the same ore fur- 
nishes “the sword, the plowshare, the scythe, the pruning hook,” 
the needle, the graver, the spring of a watch or ofa carriage, the 
hammer, the anvil, the chisel, the chain, the anchor, the steam 
engine, the compass, the cannon, the mortar, and the bomb. It 
is also a medicine of much virtue,and bears upon its brow its 
recommendation, as such, for upwards of 2,000 years! 

Iron, when pure, is of a bluish-white color, exceedingly 
brilliant, very malleable,and ductile. Its fracture, in its ordi- 
nary state, is fibrous and dull; but, when polished, it is capa- 
ble of acquiring a brilliant surface. When rubbed, it emits a 
slight smell, and it imparts to the tongue a peculiar astringent 
or chalybeate taste. The ash of nearly all plants contains a 
more or less appreciable quantity of oxide of iron. This may 
have entered into the roots either in the state of soluble sul- 
phate or carbonate, dissolved in carbonic acid, or of some oth- 
er of those numerous soluble compounds of iron with organic 
acids, which may be expected to be occasionally present in 


the soil. 
The ores and oxides of this metal are scattered over the 
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crust of our globe with benificent profusion; being found un- 
der every latitude and in every zone; in every mineral forma- 
tion, and in every soil. Considered in a purely agricultural 
point of view, they may be described under the following — 
heads :— 

Oxides of Iron.—tIt is well known that when metallic iron is 
exposed to moist air or water, it gradually rusts and becomes 
covered with, or wholly changed into a crumbling ochrey 
mass of a reddish-brown color. This powder is a compound 
of iron and oxygen, only, containing 694 per cent. of the form- 
er, and and 302 per cent. of the latter. 

When iron is heated in the smith’s forge“and then beaten on 
the anvil, a scale flies off, which is of a black color, and when 
crushed, gives a black powder. This also consists of iron and 
oxygen, only, but the proportion of oxygen is not so great asin 
the red powder above described. In both cases, the iron has 
derived its oxygen from the atmosphere. 

To these compounds of iron with oxygen, the name of owv- 
ides is given. There are only two which are of interest to the 
agriculturist, namely, 
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Both of these exist abundantly in nature, and are present to 
a greater or less extent in all soils. The per-oxide, however, 
is by far the most abundant on the earth’s surface, and the 
reddish color observable in so many soils is principally due 
to the presence of this oxide. 

The prot-oxide rarely occurs in the soil except in a state of 
combination with some acid substances; and so strong is its 
tendency to combine with more oxygen, that when exposed to 
the air, even in a state of combination, it rapidly absorbs this 
element from the atmosphere and changes into per-oxide. At 
first, it turns green and then red, by exposure to air. This 
change is observable in aJl chalybeate springs, in which, as 
they rise to the surface, the iron is generally held in solution 
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in the state of a prot-oxide. After a brief exposure to the air, 
more oxygen is absorbed, and a reddish pellicle is formed on 
the surface, which gradually falls and coats the channel along 
which the water runs, with a reddish sediment of. insoluble 
per-oxide. 

Both oxides are insoluble in pure water, and both dissolve 
in water containing acids in solution. The prot-oxide, how- 
ever, dissolves in much greater quantity in the same weight 
of acid, and it is the compounds of this oxide which are usu- 
ally present in the soil, and which, in boggy lands, prove so 
injurious to vegetation. The prot-oxide of iron abounds 1 in the 
green-sand marl of Monmouth county, New Jersey, which 
often contains more than 25 per cent. On this and the potash 
it contains, its chief value as a fertiliser consists. 

The per-oxide, or red oxide, possesses two properties, which, 
in connection with practical agriculture, are-not void of some 
degree of importance. In a soil which contains much vegeta- 
ble matter in a state of decay, the per-oxide is frequently de- 
prived of one third of its oxygen by the carbonaceous matter, 
and is thus converted into the prot-oxide, which readily dis- 
solves in any of the acid substances with which it may be in 
contact. In this state of combination, it is more or less soluble» 
in water, and in some localities may be brought to the roots 
of plants in such quantity as to prove injurious to their growth. 

The red oxide of iron, like alumina, is said to have the 
property of absorbing ammonia, and probably other gaseous 
substances and vapors from the atmosphere and from the soil. 
In that which occurs in nature, either in the soil or near the 
surface of mineral veins, traces of ammonia can generally be 
detected. Since, then, ammonia is so beneficial to veyzetation, 
the property which the per-oxide of iron possesses of retaining 
this ammonia when it would otherwise escape from the soil, 
or of absorbing it from the atmosphere, and thus bringing it 
within the reach of plants, must also be indirectly favorable 
to vegetation, when the soil contains it in any considerable 
quantity. 
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- An important practical precept is also to be drawn from 
these two properties of this oxide. A red, irony soil, to which 
manure is added, should be frequently turned over, and should 
be kept loose and pervious to the air, in order that the forma- 
tion of prot-oxide may be prevented as much as possible ; and 
it may occasionally be summer fallowed with advantage, in 
order, also, that the per-oxide may absorb from the air those 
volatile substances which are likely to prove beneficial to the 
growth of the future crops. 

Sulphurets of Iron.—Iron occurs in nature combined with sul- 
phur, in two proportions, forming a sulphuret and a bi-sul- 
phufet. These are both tasteless and insoluble in water, and 
consist respectively of 

fron. Sulphur, 
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The first of these, the sulphuret, occurs occasionally in bog- 
gy and marshy soils, in which:salts of iron exist, or into which 
they are carried by rains or springs. It is nof itself directly 
pernicious to vegetation, but when exposed to the air, it absorbs 
oxygen and forms sulphate of iron, which, when present in 
sufficient quantity, is particularly injurious. 

The bi-sulphuret, or common iron pyrites, is exceedingly 
abundant in nature. It occurs in nearly all rocky formations 
and in most soils. It abounds in coal, and is the source of the 
sulphurous smell which many varieties emit while burning. 
It generally presents itself in masses of a yellow, gold-like 
color and metallic lustre, more or less perfectly crystallised in 
cubical forms, so brittle and hard as to strike fire with steel, 
and of a specific gravity 44 times greater than that of water. 
When heated in close vessels, it parts with nearly one half of 
its sulphur, and hence is often distilled for the sulphur it yields. 
In the air, it absorbs oxygen, in some cases, as in the waste 
coal heaps, with such rapidity as to heat, take fire, and burn. 
By this absorption of oxygen, (oxidation,) sulphuric acid and 
sulphate of iron are produced. In the alum shales, the iron 
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pyrites abound, and these are often burned for the purpose 
of converting the sulphur and sulphuric acid for the subse- 
quent manufacture of alum. Pyrites are only found in such 
soils as have not long been under cultivation, or exposed to 
the action of the air for a sufficient length of time to become 
decomposed, ) 

Sulphate of Iron.—Of the sulphates of iron which are known, 
there is only one, the common green vitriol of the shops, that 
occurs in the soil in any considerable quantity. There are 
few soils, perhaps, in which its presence may not be detected, 
though it is in bogs and marshy places that it is most gener- 
ally and most abundantly met with. It is often exceedingly 
injurious to vegetation in such localities, but it is decomposed 
by quicklime, by carbonate of barytes, by dung and urine of 
cattle, by magnesia, by chalk, and by all varieties of marl, 
and thus its noxious effects may, in general, be entirely pre- 
vented. With lime or chalk, the acid of this substance forms 
gypsum; whilst with magnesia and the alkalies, it forms Ep- 
som and Glauber salts, the beneficial effects of which, on the 
growth of plants, have been fully ascertained. To soils which 
abound in lime, it may even be applied with a beneficial efiect, 

When a solution of this salt is exposed to the air, it speedily 
becomes covered with a pellicle of a yellow, ochrey color, 
which afterwards falls as a yellow sediment. This sediment 
consists of per-oxide of iron, containing a little sulphuric acid; 
but by the separation of this oxide, the sulphuric acid is left 
in excess in the solution, which becomes sour, and still more 
injurious to vegetation than before. In boggy places, the wa- 
ters impregnated with iron are generally more or less in this” 
acid state, and lime, chalk, and marl, with perfect drainage, 
are the only available means by which such lands can be 
sweetened and rendered fertile. 

When iron pyrites are exposed to the air, they slowly absorb 
oxygen, and are converted into sulphate of iron and sulphuric 
acid; on the other hand, the sour solution, above mentioned, 
when placed in contact with vegetable matter, where the air 
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is excluded, parts with its oxygen to the decaying carbona- 
ceous matter, and is again converted into pyrites. These two 
opposite processes are both continually in progress in nature, 
and often in the same locality, the one on the surface, where 
air is present, the other in the subsoil, where the air is excluded. 

Pyrites or the sulphate of iron, wherever either may be had 
in sufficient abundance, may be advantageously employed as 
a top-dressing in connection with quicklime, in all light soils 
moderately rich in humus, and deficient in per-oxide. of iron, 
and will thereby contribute directly to the growth of most of 
our cultivated crops. 

Carbonate of Iron—When a solution of the sulphate of iron, 
above described, is mixed with one of carbonate of soda, a yel- 
low powder falls, which is carbonate of iron. This carbonate 
is found abundantly in nature. It is the state in which the 
iron exists in the ore, (clay-iron ore,) from which this metal is 
so largely extracted by smelting, and in a similar ore often 
found in the subsoil of boggy places, which is distinguish- 
ed by the name of “bog-iron ore.” Like the carbonate of 
lime, it is insoluble in water, but dissolves with considera- 
ble readiness in water charged with carbonic acid. In this 
state of solution, it issues from the earth in most of our chaly- 
beate springs, and it is owing to the escape of the excess of 
carbonic acid from the water, when it reaches the open air, 
that the yellow deposit of carbonate of iron more or less spee- 
dily falls. The carbonate of iron, being insoluble in water, 
cannot be directly injurious to vegetation. When exposed to 
dhe air, it gradually parts with its carbonic acid, and is con. 
verted into a per-oxide, the efiects of which have already been 
described. 


LIME. 
~ 


Lime, the most valuable and the most extensively used of all 
the mineral substances ever made available in practical agri- 
culture, has, and with much truth, been called “the basis of 
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all good husbandry.” Therefore, it well deserves the most 
exact and careful attention of the practical farmer to avail 
himself of every species of information that will throw any 
light on its uses, application, and its injurious as well as its 
beneficial effects on his soils, his manures, and his crops. 
This important substance, called by chemists prot-oxide of 
calcium, is extensively distributed throughout this earth and its 
inhabitants, combined principally with carbonic, sulphuric, phos- 
phoric, fluoric, humic and silicic acids, in the form of limestone, 
marble, chalk, marl, calcareous spar, stalactites, stalagmites, 
gypsum, phosphorite, organic remains, &c. Notwithstanding 
the immense quantities of carbonate and sulphate of lime, 
which constitute so large a proportion of the crust of our globe, 
it is questioned by some, whether lime should not be looked 
upon as a characteristic of the animal rather than the mineral 
kingdom of nature. For the bony or testaceous skeleton, by 
which the softer portions of the animal frame are attached, is 
always found to consist of lime united either with carbonic or 
phosphoric acids. ‘The bones of all vertebrated animals, 
(those having back bones,) are constituted principally of phos- 
phate of lime, while in the shells of the invertebrate animals, 
(beetles, crabs, lobsters, oysters, &c.,) the carbonate of lime is 
the prevalent component. The teeth of animals, also, mainly 
consist of the phosphate of lime, which, in all cases, is associ- 
ated with flouride of calcium, in a similar manner as these 
substances occur in the mineral phosphorite, or native phos- 
phate of lime. Indeed, it is a remarkable fact that all the 
great geological formations, of which lime is a prominent in- 
gredient, are found to consist of the aggregated skeletons, shells, 
or casts of myriads of invertebrated animals, which had existed 
at some period long before the creation of man. From the 
densest and hardest limestone to the softest chalk, the entire 
mass generally resolves itself ultimately into a congeries of 
animal remains; and hence, the great supply of' lime in the 
mineral state arises from the destruction of its animal sources. 
The lime, therefore, which exists in nature, must be looked 
He 
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upon as being continually in a state of passage between the 
organised and the inorganic kingdoms. The plants that 
grow upon the soil take up, by dissolution in their juices, salts 
of lime, which pass into the substance of the animal that feeds 
upon them, and accumulating in its system, they afford mate- 
rials for the proper development of the skeleton, the hair, the 
skin, and the softer parts. When the animal dies, the blood, 
muscles, and other tissues either serve for the nutrition of 
some other animal, or, being totally decomposed, its elements 
return again to a mineral state, to be, in after ages, the sub- 
ject of similar alternations. 

In considering the chemical nature of the ash of plants, it is 
known that lime, in all cases, forms a considerable proportion 
of its whole weight. Hence, the reason why lime is regarded 
as a necessary food of plants, and hence, also, one cause of its 
beneficial influence in general agricultural practice. . 

The quantity of pure lime contained in the crops produced 
upon one acre, according to Professor Johnston, during a four 
years’ rotation, amounts, on an average, to 242 lbs., which are 
equal to about 430 Ibs. of carbonate of lime, in the state of 
marl, shell Sand, or limestone gravel. It is obvious, therefore, 
that one of the most iffelligible purposes served by lime, as a 
chemical constituent of the soil, is to supply this comparative- 
ly large quantity of this substance, which in some form or other 
must enter into the roots of plants. 

But the different crops, which are grown in England, contain 
lime in unlike proportions. Thus the average produce of an 
acre of land for every 100 Ibs. of ash of the plants named in 
the table below, gives the following per-centage of lime :— 


Grain or roots. Straw or tops. Total. 


Wheat, 25° bushels,....5..........02005 1.5 72 8.7 Ibs. 
Barley, 38 bushels,.......... Ae ee 2.1 12.9 15.0 
Oats; SO DUsheElS, iss /. 15 <ieieio Seeioiwicin cieie's Ciera 2.5 5.7 8.2 
WOOT S | ZO TOMES 6 wie ave o n'olcisisie, » «cela laieista'e 45.8 93.0 138.8 
Potatoes, 9 LONS yes cc:.:.,< cise ies ceiaam oeeelcs 6.6 259.4 266.0 
Rediclovers.2\tons).25)/ Sones ese e ee -— < 126.0 126.0 


MYGiSKASs,/VAODS, «/ea's be be ce bare slew — 33.0 33.0 
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These quantities are not constant, and wheat, especially, 
contains much more lime than is above stated, when it is 
grown upon land to which lime has been copiously applied. 
But the very different quantities contained in the several crops, 
as above exhibited, show that one reason why lime favors the 
growth of some crops more than others, is, that some actually 
take up a larger quantity of lime as food. ‘These crops, there- 
fore, require the presence of lime in greater proportion in the 
soil, in order that they may be able to obtain it so readily that 
no delay may occur in the performance of those functions or 
in the growth of those parts to which lime is indispensable. 

The prot-oxide of calcium is usually obtained by exposing 
pure limestone or chalk, which are carbonates of lime, toa 
red heat, and is then popularly known under the names of 
stone lime, quicklime, hot lime, and caustic lime. It is also obtain- 
ed in an impure state, by burning oyster shells and the shells 
of other fish, which converts them into quicklime, and is com- 
monly called oyster-shell lime, or simply shell lime. When stone 
lime is exposed to the air, it rapidly absorbs water, and falls 
to a pure-white, earthy powder, increasing two or three times 
its bulk, and forms a hydrate of lime, which is usually known 
under the name of air-slacked or spontancously-slacked lime. If 
a little water be sprinkled upon a little piece of well-burned 
lime, it is instantly absorbed, and the lime slakes, or quenches, 
and appears quite dry; but after a few moments, it cracks, 
swells, and crumbles into a powder of hydrate, popularly 
known as slaked lime, sometimes evolving sufficient heat to in- 
flame gunpowder or char wood. Pure lime is soluble in 635 
parts of water at 32°F.; but requires, at 60,° 778 parts; at 
130,° 972 parts; at 212,° 1,270 parts for its solution. A pint 
of water, at 32,° dissolves 13} grs.; at 60,° 112 grs.; and at 
212,° 675 grs. Hence the propriety of employing cold water 
for the solution of lime. Clear lime water has an acrid, 
slightly-caustic taste, but when boiled, it becomes white or 
turbid. Exposed to the air, it absorbs carbonic acid, and be- 
comes covered with a crystalline pellicle of carbonate of lime. 
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On breathing into clear, transparent lime water, through a 
glass tube, it is immediately rendered turbid, or milky, by the 
carbonate of lime produced by the carbonic acid of the breath, 
an excess of which acid, however, dissolves the precipitated 
lime, and the water again becomes clear. It is in this way 
{hat carbonate of lime is held in solution in the water of 
almost every river and spring. If lime be perfectly dry, it has 
little or no tendency to absorb carbonic acid. It requires first 
to be “air-slacked,” or “slaked” with water, and then the hy- 
drate is decomposed, the water being expelled by the carbonic 
acid, the absorption of which is very rapid, until the lime be- 
comes one half saturated, when a compound is formed 
known under the name of mild lime, but after that point, its 
advancement is very slow. The term mild is also applied to 
lime when it is entirely in a state of carbonate. When strongly 
heated, lime becomes phosphorescent, and emits a brilliant 
light, on which account, it is sometimes employed for illumi- 
nation, as in the Drummond or Gurney- light. 

The use of lime as an application to the soil, it is believed 
by some, acts in two ways—one as a stimulant that promotes 
vegetation by causing the soil with which it is mixed to exert 
itself; and the other, in promoting the growth of trees and 
plants by enriching the land, as a manure, and adding to the 
quantity of vegetable food. By others, it-is looked upon in a 
chemical and medicinal point of view, acting as an alternative, a 
corrector, a dissolver, or a decomposer, a disengager of certain 
paris of the animal, vegetable and mineral substances con- 
tained in the soil, and as a retainer and a combiner with oth- 
ers, but not as a substance, like dung, or decayed organic mat- 
ier, fit for the immediate food and nourishment of plants. 

According to Professor Johnston’s views on the subject, lime 
acts in two-ways upon the soil. It produces a mechanical 
alteration which is simple and easily understood, and is the 
cause of a series of chemical changes, that are really ob- 
scure, and are as yet susceptible of only partial explanation. 

In the finely divided state of quicklime, or slaked lime or of 
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soft and crumbling chalk, it stiffens very loose soils, and opens 
the stiffer clays; while in the form of limestone gravel or of 
shell sand, it may be employed either for opening a clay soil 
or giving body and firmness to boggy land. These effects, and 
their explanation, are so obvious, that it Is unnecessary to 
dwell upon them. 

The purposes served by lime as a chemical constituent of 
the soil are at least of four distinct kinds :— 

1. It supplies a kind of inorganic food which appears to be 
necessary to the healthy growth ofall our cultivated plants. 

2. It neutralises acid substances which are naturally formed 
in the soil, and decomposes or renders harmless other noxious 
compounds which are not unfrequently within reach of the 
roots of plants. 

3. It changes the inert vegetable matter in the soil, so as 
gradually to render it useful to vegetation. 

4. It causes, facilitates, or enables other useful compounds, 
both organic and inorganic, to be produced in the soil, or so 

‘promotes the decomposition of existing compounds as to pre- 
pare them more speedily for entering into the circulation of 
plants. 

The fertilising properties of lime, then, appear to arise, in a 
great measure, from the force with which it attracts carbonic 
acid from the atmosphere or soil to which it is exposed. This 
attraction for carbonic acid is so powerful, that if lime be 
placed in contact with animal or vegetable matter, they are 
decomposed or dissolved with great rapidity, and reduced to 
a fit state for entering the roots of plants. It is for this reason 
that we see such good results from the application of lime 
upon soils where green crops have been consumed on the © 
land, or where any of the various plants used for that purpose 
have been plowed in green. It also produces equally good 
effects, and for the same reason, in soils newly broken up; in 
fact, in all soils rich in humus or vegetable matter. 

But the chemical action of lime is not confined to the decom- 
position of vegetable and other organic matter in the soil. It 


86 FOSSIL, SALINE AND 


appears to be clearly established by the experiments of agri- 
cultural chemists; that this substance has alse the property of 
setting at liberty the alkalies which are present in exceedingly 
small quantities in the soil, favoring the formation of soluble 
silicates, which are useful to all of our crops of grain. Lime, 
however, not only acts chemically, but to a certain extent, it 
is also useful by altering the mechanical nature of the soil. 
For instance, it renders clayey soils less tenacious; and it is 
also stated that it makes sandy soils firmer, and loamy soils 
soft, mellow, and light. Such is briefly all that is known at 
present, concerning the chemical properties of lime. Chem- 
istry does not, in all cases, explain to us how all the decom- 
positions take place, nor how lime acts as a stimulus or a 
manure; we only know the effects. The perfect elucidation 
of the subject, the results of which would be the establish- 
ment of rules to guide the practical farmer in the use of this 
fertiliser, is well worthy the attention of general government 
and of the highest scientific attainment. 

The application of lime to the soil is of high antiquity, and 
its utility, as such, has been recognised in almost every coun- 
try in which agriculture has attained much eminence; and 
certainly, it has been more largely and extensively used as a 
fertiliser, from a very remote period than any other mineral 
-substance that has ever been made available in practical hus- 
bandry. Cato describes with much minuteness the best means 
of preparing it; and Pliny attests the use of slaked lime by 
the Roman cultivators as a dressing for the soil in which fruit 
trees were grown. It was alsoemployed with equal success by 
the Arabs in Spain. Hence it may be inferred that what has 
been good in all past ages, is good at the present time. 

Lime is applied to the land in several combinations, and in 
a great variety of forms, some of them natural, and others 
artificially prepared, the nature, composition, and application 
of which, it is important that the practical farmer should, in a 
measure, understand. It is chiefly employed in the state of a 
carbonate, (including common limestone, marble, chalk, marl, 
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shells, coral and shell sand, &c.,) bi-carbonate, chloride, cre- 
nate and apo-crenate, hydrate, nitrate, oxalate, phosphate, super- 
phosphate, silicate, or of a sulphate, which, with the exception 
of the latter already treated of at length, under the head of 
“ ¢ypsum,” are respectively as follows:— 

Carbonate of Lime.—Carbonate of lime, marble, or common 
limestone, consists of lime and carbonic acid, and when per- 
fectly pure and dry, in the following proportions :— 


Per cent 
PWarponic aed yess ave cialis select rs deisen oe ve Ula wee peer 43.7 
TINT OY chee aae arc eect others ele cares et atenra Sas Pees 56.3 
100.0 


One hundred pounds of carbonate of lime contains 43,5 lbs. 
of carbonic acid, and 56,3, lbs. of lime, or a ton, (2,000 lbs.,) 
of pure carbonate of lime contains 1,126 lbs. of lime. 

Limestones, however, are seldom pure. They always con- 
tain a sensible quantity of other earthy matter, chiefly silica, 
alumina, and oxide of iron, with a trace of phosphate of lime, 
sometimes of potash and soda, and often of animal and other 
organic matter. In limestones of the best quality, the foreign 
earthy matter, or impurity, does not exceed 5 per cent. of the 
whole, while it is often very much less. The chalk and moun- 
tain limestones are generally of this kind. In those of inferior 
quality, it may amount to 12 or 20 per cent., while many calca- 
reous beds are met with in which the proportion of lime is so 
small, that they will not burn into agricultural or ordinary 
building lime, refusing to slake, or fall to powder, when 
moistened with water. Of this kind are the hydraulic lime- 
stones of the state of New York, which are burned for making 
cement. 

Chalk is another form of carbonate of lime that occurs very 
abundantly in many countries, and which, from its soft, earthy 
nature, has been extensively applied to the land in many parts 
of England without burning. It is usually dug up from pits to- 
wards the close of autumn or beginning of winter, when full 
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of water, and laid upon the land in heaps. During the winter’s 
frost, the lumps of chalk fall to pieces, and are readily spread 
over the fields in spring. The quantity laid on varies with the 
quality of the soil, and of the chalk itself, and with the more or 
less perfect crumbling it undergoes during the season of win- 
ter,and with the purpose it is intended to serve. It gives tena- 
city and closeness to gravelly soils, opens and imparts freeness 
to stiff clays, and adds firmness to such as are of a sandy 
nature. Ifa physical improvement of this kind be required, it 
is laid on at the rate of from 400 to 1,000 bushels to an acre. 
But some chalks contain much more clay than others, and are 
employed, therefore, in smaller proportions. For the improve- 
ment of coarse, sour, marshy pasture, it is applied at the rate 
of 150 to 250 bushels to an acre, and speedily brings up a sweet 
anc delicate herbage. It is also said to root out sorrel from 
lands that are infested with this plant. These effects are pre- 
cisely such as usually follow from the application of marl, and 
like marl, the repetition of chalk exhausts the land, if manure 
be not afterwards added to it in sufficient quantity —Johnston. 
Marl, magnesian limestone, shells, as well as sheli and coral 
sands, will be found described under their respective heads. 
Bi-carbonate of Lime.—in this state, lime is combined with a 
double proportion of carbonic acid, and to a certain extent, is 
readily soluble in water. Hence, springs are often impregna- 
ted with it,and the waters that gush from fissures in limestone 
rocks, distribute it through the soil in their neighborhood, and 
thereby sweeten the land, which is a mode nature very fre- 
quently adopts in fertilising the earth. Here let it be remem- 
bered that carbonate of lime, though insoluble in pure wates, 
is soluble to a considerable extent in that which is impregna- 
ted with carbonic acid gas; and that, when it holds lime in 
this way, and is exposed to the air for a length of time, or is 
heated over the fire, the lime will again separate from it more 
or less completeiy. In this manner, stalactites are formed in 
caves; substances are petrified in lakes and running sireams; 
beds of marl, in some cases are produced; drains are offen 
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choked up with lime; and crusts are deposited at the bottoms 
of kettles and steam boilers. 

When the carbonate of lime contained in marble, common 
limestone, or in the shells of oysters and other shell fish, is 
heated to a high temperature, in the open air, the carbonic 
acid they hold in combination with other ingredients is driven 
off by the heat, and the lime remains behind in a caustic state. 
In burning, they are decomposed more readily when a current 
of moist air is allowed to pass through the burning mass. 
Hence, on a large scale, this burning is performed in kilns. A 
ton, (2,000 lbs.,) of good limestone, yields 1,126 lbs. of lime 
shells (caustic lime). The weight of these shells per bushel, 
varies with the kind of limestone employed, and with the manner 
in which they are burned. In some varieties of lime, a bushel 
does not weigh more than 75 lbs.; while in others, it will 
weigh nearly or quite 100 lbs. This isa great difference, and 
shows how uncertain the quantity applied to the land may be 
when it is estimated by the bushel. Therefore, lime should be 
both bought and applied by weight. ; 

The following table, by Professor Johnston, exhibits the 
chemical changes which a ton, (2,240 lbs.,) of pure limestone 
undergoes, and the relative proportions in which the several 
compounds exist in it after it has been burned, slaked, and then 
exposed to the air, or mixed with the soil :— 


Lime- After After | Sponta- | Exposed 
stone. | burning. | alaking. | neously |to air or in 
slacked. | the soil. 


Composition. . 


Cut. 


= 


Tals. sho fee 
=| Carbonic acid, 
| Water,.....:. 


Total weight,. 


The form of lime kilns vary ; some being constructed inside 
in the shape of a hogshead, or of an egg, opened a little at 
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each end, with the diameter at the bottom small, gradually 
widening towards the middle, and then contracting again to- 


Eres 


wards the top; while others are made in the form of a sugar 
loaf, with the small end down; others, again, are of an oblong 
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oval in the ground plan, as well as at the middle and top. The 
first of these forms is most generally in use, and when the 
sides are nearly perpendicular, it is observed that less fuel is 
necessary, in consequence of the great degree of heat that 
is created, above that which occurs in kilns formed in the 
shape of a sugar loaf reversed. Near the bottom of large 
kilns, two or more openings are made for admitting the air ne- 
cessary for supplying oxygen to the fire, and for dragging out 
the lime after it is burnt. 

Lime kilns may be built either of stone or bricks; but the 
latter are considered preferable, particularly for the inside 
lining, as they are better adapted to stand a high degree of 
heat. They should always be situated at, or near the quarry, 
and if possible, in the side of a cliff or bank; or they may be 
furnished with a “ramp,” or inclined plane, of earth or stone, 
for carting up the fuel and limestone to their tops. 

A kiln of approved construction, suitable for burning lime 
with coal or other dry, smokeless fuel is deneted by fig. 4. It 
is supposed to be built on the side of a bank or cliff, of a circu- 
lar form within, 32 feet high from the iron grating over the 
pits, three feet in diameter at the top, and seven feet across, 
near the middle, at a point 18 feet above the grating. 
The walls are designed to be built of stone, from three to six 
feet thick, and lined with bricks. Below the shaft, or hollow 
of the kiln, are two arches, or pits, each three feet wide and 
three feet high, divided by a partition wall eighteen inches 
thick, extending up the shaft 10 feet. About eighteen mches 
from each arch, or pit, is an oven, say two and a half feet 
square, where coal is used for fuel, and somewhat deeper, 
where wood is employed, communicating with the shaft by 
narrow flues. Below the shaft, are two moveable iron grates 
for dragging out the lime after it is burned. The ovens, as 
well as the arches under the shaft, are provided with iron doors, 
which are to be closed whenever it is desired to stop the draft. 
An iron cap, or cover, is also provided, to be placed over the 
top of the kiln, to prevent the escape of more heat than is 
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necessary to keep up the combustion of the fuel. This cap is 
also furnished with a damper, or valve, for regulating the draft. 

In a kiln like the foregoing, it is obvious that the lime 
can be well burnt, with a comparatively small amount of 
fuel,.in winter as well as summer, and that the farmer or others 
can be supplied with lime, at any time, without extinguishing 
the fire. All that is necessary to be done, is, to supply the 
broken limestone, or shells, and the fuel at the top of the kiln, 
and rake out the burnt lime through the iron grate, or opening, 
at the bottom, as fast as occasion may require. Incase it may 
be necessary to check the burning for a time, nothing more is 
necessary than to close the iron doors at the bottom of the 
kiln, and the cover, or cap, at the top, when the fire may be 
kept alive for four or five days. 

When the kiln is to be filled, the limestone should be broken 
into pieces about the size of a man’s fist, and laid in alternate 
layers with the coal, usually in the proportion of three of the 
former to one of the latter; but, as limestones vary much in 
their character, the proper quantity of fuel can only be regula- 
ted by trial. The coal should not be placed nearer the lining 
of the kiln than eight or nine inches, in order not to melt nor 
barn the bricks. 

The class of lime kilns in common use, in the United States, 
fig. 5, are similar to that of Mr. Ward Priest, of Lisbon, New 
Hampshire, described by Dr. C. T. Jackson, in his “Final Re- 
port of the Geology and Mineralogy ” of that state. 

“The kiln holds about 35 tierces of lime. Each tierce holds 
six bushels. One which I measured was two feet, four inches 
high; one foot, nine inches head diameter; bilges to one foot, 
ten inches. The kiln is egged-shaped, and measures 12 feet, 
three inches in height, four feet in diameter at the top, six 
feet, four inches in diameter at the boshes (a little below the 
centre). Arch for fuel, two feet high. The walls of the kiln 
are two feet thick, and are made of mica slate, lined with com- 
mon bricks. It cost $150. 

“Mr. Priest says that common bricks soon glaze over on the 
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surface, and withstand the heat sufficiently well. Four days 
and three nights are required for burning a kiln of lime, and 
ten cords of wood are consumed in the operation. From two 
to three men are employed. The cost of wood, cut, split, and 
delivered at the kiln, is $1 per cord. The lime sells for $2 per 
tierce, atthe kiln.” 


2 ft. Brick. Stone. 
4 ft. 


6 ft. 4 in. 


Fic. 5. 


When newly-burnt lime is taken from the kiln, it has a 
strong tendency to drink in and combine with water. Hence, 
when exposed to the atmosphere, or is covered over with sods 
in a shallow pit, it slowly absorbs moisture from the air, with- 
out developing much heat, increases in weight, swells out, and 
gradually falls to powder. In this case, it is said to be air- 
slacked or spontaneously-slacked. In rich limes, the increase of 
bulk may be from 3 to 34 times; but in the poorer varieties, or 
such as contain much foreign matter, the increase may be less 

than twice their bulk. ¢ 

If water be sprinkled or thrown upon the shells, or if they 
be immersed in water for a short time, and then withdrawn, 
they absorb the water, become hot, crack, swell, throw off much 
watery vapor, and fall down in a short time to a bulky, more — 
or less white, and almost impalpable powder. When the 
thirsty lime has thus fallen, it is said to be slaked, or quenched. 
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If more water be added, it is no longer drunk in, but forms 
with the lime a paste, and if sharp sand be added, a moriar. 

These effects are more or less rapid and striking, according 
to the quality of the lime, and the time that has been allowed 
to elapse after the burning, before the water wasapplied. All 
lime becomes difficult to slake when it has been for a long 
time exposed to the air. When the slaking is rapid, as in the 
rich limes, the heat produced is sufficient to kindle gunpowder 
strewed upon it, and the increase of bulk is from 2 to 34 times 
that of the original lime shells. If the water be thrown on 
so rapidly or in such quagtity as to chill the lime or any part 
of it, the powder will be gritty, will contain many little lumps 
which refuse to slake, and will also be less bulky and less 
minutely divided, and therefore less fitted either for agricul- 
tural or for building purposes. 

It may be received as a general rule, however, that the best 
mode of slacking lime for agricultural purposes, is that which 
gives the shells the greatest bulk, and reduces them to the 
most minute state of division. For the following reasons, the 
spontaneous method is preferred by many, as it is thought to 
be more economical and has a better effect on the crops to 
which it is applied. First, it causes the lime to fall to the - 
finest powder; and secondly, it is the least expensive, requir- 
ing less care and attention, and exposes the lime least to be- 
come “chilled” and gritty; but when thus left to itself, the 
shells should be laid up in heaps, covered with sods, and allow- 
ed to remain a sufficient time to slack, in order to prevent the 
surface of the heaps from being chilled, or the whole convert- 
ed into mortar by large or continued falls of rain; also to ex- 
clude the too free access of the air, which gradually brings 
back the lime to a half state of carbonate. Hence, the lime 
may be laid up in heaps, in the field in the winter, covered 
with sods, and left until it has completely fallen, or until the 
time is convenient for laying it upon the land, in Ge a or 
summer, when preparing for the ensuing crops. 

Jt has already been observed that lime, from its nature, must 
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act both as a stimulus and asa manure, while it makes the 
earth exert itself in the nourishment of vegetables, in some 
measure, enriches it, and adds to the vegetable food. In 
some lands, the dissolving of the vegetable food, and fitting it 
for entering the roots of plants, may be most beneficial. In 
others, the communicating of the power of attracting the veg- 
etable food from the air, may have an equally good effect. It 
will not be improper, therefore, to point out how lime is to be 
applied, so that it may chiefly answer one or the other of these 
purposes. 

In uncultivated land, in which there is a large quantity of 
vegetable substance, lime ought to be used chiefly as a stimu- 
lus; and when improved land needs a recruit of vegetable 
food, it ought chiefly to be used as a manure. When thus in- 
tended as a stimulus, a large quantity should be applied at 
once, in an unslacked or half-slacked state; for it takes con- 
siderable quantity to dissolve roots, and the other vegetable 
substances in the soil, and to produce the necessary degree of 
fermentation. When intended as a manure, a small quantity 
applied at a time is sufficient. It is probable that it requires 
only a small quantity of lime to impregnate a large quantity 
of earth, and communicate to it an absorbent quality, in as 
high a degree as it is capable of receiving; and it is certain 
that it is in proportion to the absorbent power which it com- 
municates, that the soil is enriched by it. This is not mere 
conjecture. It is certain, that a small quantity of lime will 
impregnate a large quantity of water, and communicate to it 
all its virtues, and these in as high a degree, too, as it is capa- 
ble of receiving. 

The benefit to be derived from lime greatly depends, how- 
ever, upon the nature and the state of the soil. Strong lands 
are much improved for two or three crops, by this stimu- 
lant; but frequent repetition will not have the same good 
effect, unless the land in the interim has been placed under a 
clover or other green crop, by which vegetable matter will be 
introduced for the lime to act upen. 
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The deficiency of vegetable matter in light soils, is one 
reason why lime does not always act upon them beneficially ; 
and it should therefore be used very sparingly on these soils, 
with an interval of six or seven years between each liming. 
Indeed, it is often as necessary to change the mode. of manur- 
ing land, as it is to change the crops to be cultivated; and it 
is from not sufficiently attending to this, that arable farms 
have become deteriorated, whilst the farmer fancied that he 
was doing great justice to the land by liming every third or 
fourth year. But let the introduction of a green crop be tried 
in such a case, and the farmer will afterwards find that his 
grain crops increase, and his land is in better heart. 

Some persons think, from witnessing its first effects, that 
they can always have recourse to lime with the same success; 
but in this, they will assuredly be disappointed ; once in five, 
six, or seven years, according to the nature of the land, is as- 
often as lime can be applied with advantage. 

It may be proper to observe, likewise, that when time is 
applied in small quantities, as a manure, it is necessary to re- 
peat the application frequently; it is probable that the soil 
loses its absorbent property, communicated by the lime; for 
experience proves, that if lime be frequently used, it must be 
applied as a manure, and not simply asa stimulant; and to 
this end, it must be compounded with earth, clay, and other 
matter, to which it communicates its stimulating qualities, 
whilst its fertilising effects are thereby augmented. In this 
state, it will act powerfully as a manure, and be a valuable 
auxiliary in the hands of the farmer. 

Most varieties of subsoil strata make good compounds with 
lime. Sand and lime, with peat or turf, if it can be obtained, 
should be mixed for a clay soil; and subsoil clay and lime, 
for sands, gravels, loams, and peaty lands. No farmer need 
complain of want of materials to make fertilising compounds, 
since every sort of soil may be used for this purpose; and not 
only is immediate fertility produced thereby, but there are few 
districts in the country, however barren, that may not be im, 
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proved, or brought into a fertile state, by dressing with a well- 
proportioned mixture of earth, clay, sand, and lime. Care 
should be taken, however, to proportion the quantity of lime 
according as the land is light or heavy, cold or warm. Light 
soils have been hurt by too abundant applications of lime ; 
and while one part of lime to form 6 to 10 parts of earth may 
do for light soils, one part of lime to 2, 3, or more parts of 
earth, will be required for heavy soils. 

The application of lime, alone, to land long under tillage, is 
often found not to be beneficial; but if the same quantity of 
lime had been applied in a compound state, with sand, turf, 
earth, clay, or vegetable mould, good effects would have re- 
sulted. On deep loams, lime may be applied in a caustic 
state, more frequently than to most other soils; but the testi- 
mony of experience is in favor of its being used in a compound 
state. 

Quicklime has the effect of disengaging and setting free 
the ammonia from guano and from fermenting manures. It is 
prudent, therefore, and a safer practice to apply the lime seme 
short time before or after such manures have been laid upon 
the land. Where the soil is moist, and abounds in vegetable 
matter, there may not be much loss should the lime and other 
manures come in contact beneath its surface ; but in dry soils, 
and on the surface of the land, the admixture of the two ought 
to be carefully avoided. After the lime has been some time 
in or on the surface of the soil, and has been converted into 
a mild state, it can exercise no injurious effect upon any 
kind of manure. 

The most valuable variety of lime for agricultitral purposes 
is that obtained by burning oyster shells, and allowing it to re- 
main exposed to the air a few hours, in order to allow it to 
slack. Quarry lime is not so good on account of the magne- 
sia which it often contains, and from its small quantity or total 
want of phosphoric acid. The quantity used must depend 
upon the nature of the soil and the heat of the climate; for 


whilst 80 bushels per acre are sufficient for sandy soils, loams 
ss) 
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will require 100 and clay 150 bushels per acre. Again, in a hot 
sun, like that experienced in most parts of the United States, 
the quantity should not be more than half as much as in Great 
Britain, where the climate is cloudy, cool, and moist. The 
lime must be regularly spread, and lightly covered immediately 
with a plow, or harrowed in with the seed ; but not too deeply ; 
for lime, as a general rule, should be kept near the surface. 

Those unaccustomed to the application of lime or charcoal 
to land, by sowing or spreading them upon the surface, are 
often at a loss to know how thick a coat to put on in order fo 
dispose of a certain number of bushels to the acre. I there- 
fore show at a glance, in the following table, the depth, to the 
nearest 1000th part of an inch, that a given number of bush- 
els will cover an acre of ground, assuming the bushel to con- 
tain 2,15043, cubic inches; also the number of bushels. neces- 
sary to cover an acre of land to a required depth :— 


per acre.| Inch. Decimals.| Inch. Tenths. Bush. Dec. 


— | ————. — 


Bushels | Depth. Depth. Quantity per acre. sm | 


AU ere rargimnecarcre 0.910 UO aapadccdas: 2625.243 
USB Stlesec 0.014 cls taaie op salerar 2333.550 
DU etapa oils 9.017 Odin sirale ems 2041.856 
GU rarslors (e lale 0.021 Ue ano ee 1750. 162 
TAU SE SRE BAe 0,024 O.Ginti. su. eae 1458.469 
BO ciara one's 0.027 as oa tala aha 1166.775 


| 2 Ue ase 0.007 AE ae'eo sizenion 2916.937 


875.081 


WO Are atelelena 0.031 Leg eG ote side 
F LOE SRE et 583.387 
.06 eerie asics 291.694 
. Or cece 145.847 


Crushed jimestone has often been applied to the soil with suc- 
cess in the crude or unburnt state, but its effects are slow and 
more lasting than lime that has been burnt. It has not the 
solvent activity of quicklime, however, nor the absorbing pow- 
er of chalk; nor has it the minute division of mild lime mixed 
with earth, while in an impalpable powder. 

In a district where fuel is scarce, and limestone, or marble, 
pentiful, it might be cheaply crushed into a powder, by means 
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of water power, and thus be economically prepared for im- 
proving most kinds of soil which are deficient in lime. But no 
lands in which calcareous matter naturally abounds, nor 
those containing a large proportion of imperfectly decomposed 
vegetable remains, such as bog roots, moss, &c., can receive 
much if any immediate benefit by the use of unburnt lime, 
unless it be to render clayey soils mechanically lighter and 
boggy ones more firm. 

The benefits derived from burning lime for anvenleeal 
purposes are partly chemical and partly mechanical ; for, 
while in a caustic state, it acts more promptly in producing 
those chemical changes which follow from mixing it with 
the soil. Even, in the half-caustic state of spontaneously- 
slacked lime, its effects are more rapid and more quickly seen, 
than when it is entirely in a carbonate or unburnt state. But 
the principal benefits arise from the minute state of division 
into which the lime is brought by burning and slacking. When 
the burned limestone is slacked, if it is tolerably pure, the lime 
falls, or crumbles, to a powder—finer, probably than any which 
could be produced by mere mechanical means—finer, certainly, 
than any to which the farmer could bring it, by any crushing 
machine he could afford to employ. 

The chief advantages to be derived from this fine state of 
division of lime, are, first, it may be diffused more equally and 
more universally through the soil, and thus go much further in 
improving it; secondly, it more readily combines with acid 
substances, in the soil, and therefore sweetens it more readily 
and more quickly; and thirdly, it comes into closer contact 
- with the organic substances in thé soil, such as roots of grass, 
straw, leaves, &c., and thus promotes more fully those chemi- 
cal changes which are constantly going on in every fertile soil, 
to produce which, is one of the useful purposes for which 
lime is added to the land. 

The above remarks are not intended to apply to such beds 
of impure limestone as may be employed for the manufacture 
of cements and hydraulic mortars; for these, when burnt and 
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ground to a powder, cannot be applied for the improvement of, 
land in the usual way, without combining with the water, or 
moisture, in the soil, and shortly become as hard as stone. 

In countries abounding in limestone, there often exist scat- 
tered here and there, in the hollows and in the hillsides, banks 
and heaps of sand and gravel, in which rounded particles of 
limestone are found. These are distinguished by the names 
of limestone sand and gravel, and are derived from the decay or 
wearing down of the limestone and other rocks by the action 
of water. Such accumulations are frequent in Ireland. They 
are indeed extensively diffused over the surface of that island, as 
we might expect in a country abounding so much in rocks of 
mountain limestone. In the neighborhood of peat bogs, these 
sands and gravels are a real blessing. They are a ready, most 
useful, and largely-employed means of improvement, produc- 
ing upon arable land the ordinary efiects of liming;and, when 
spread upon boggy soils, alone enabling it to grow sweet her- 
bage, and afford a nourishing pasture. The proportion of 
carbonate of lime these sands and gravels contain is very 
variable. A sample of yellow sand, examined by Professor 
Johnston, contained 26 per cent. of carbonate of lime, the re- 
sidue being a fine red sand, chiefly silicious; the other, a fine 
gravel of a grey color, contained 40 per cent. of carbonate of 
lime in the form chiefly of rounded fragments of blue lime- 
stone, the residue consisting of fragments of sandstone, of 
quartz, and of granite. | 

The application of these mixed sands to boggy land will 
not only consolidate and otherwise improve the physical char- 
acter of the soil, but will greatly benefit its chemical composi- 
tion. The fragments of granite, containing undecomposed feld- 
spar and mica, will supply potash, and perhaps magnesia, to the 
growing plants, and will thus materially aid the fertilising action 
on the limestone sand with which they are mixed. 

Chloride of Caicitum.—When common salt and slaked lime are 
mixed together, the salt is decomposed in whole or in part, and 
the soda of the salt is brought into the caustic state, while the 
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lime is converted into chloride of calcium, a substance contain- 
ing 63,33; per cent. of chlorine gas, very deliquescent, of a bitter 
taste, and dissolving in about ith part of its weight of water at 
60° F. The same substance may be obtained by dissolving 
chalk or quicklime in muriatic acid. This solution occurs in 
sea water, in the refuse of salt pans, and is allowed to flow 
away in large quantities as a waste from certain chemical 
works. 

The effects of this salt are well known as a promoter of veg= 
etable growth, and it has been recommended that the waste of 
our salt works and bleacheries be employed for fertilising the 
land. But as these wastes are not conveniently to be had ‘in all 
parts of the country, it may be more economical to use com- 
mon salt in connection with slaked lime. Both of ‘these are 
very soluble in water, and can therefore readily act both upon 
the soil and upon the plant. Wherever common salt is useful 
as a manure, this mode of applying it in connection with lime 
may be safely recommended. It should be mixed with lime in 
such quantity as to allow from 100 to 300 lbs. of salt to be laid 
upon each acre. The salt may be dissolved in water, and 
then thrown upon the lime, where it is the custom to slake 
with water; or sea water alone may be employed instead of the 
salt for slaking the lime. A mixture of 600 lbs. of quicklime 
with 200 lbs. of common salt, it is stated, forms a powerful 
dressing for an acre of wheat, and also affords considerable 
benefit to the after crops of clover and oats. 

From some experiments made by M. Dubuc, of Rouen, in 
France, the effects of this salt was great upon potatoes, Indian 
corn, and on trees and shrubs of various kinds. He thinks 
that it would suit hemp, flax, and the oleaginous seeds. On- 
ions and poppies, manured with it, grew to double the usual 
size. From its liability to deliquesce, and consequent difficulty 
of transportation, he thinks that leached ashes, charcoal, and 
sawdust, or gypsum should serve as the medium for spreading 
it on the land. é 

Chloride of Lime.—This salt, known also under the names of 
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oxymuriate of lime, or bleaching powder, when dry, is of a pale 
greyish-white color, and when of a good quality, should con- 
tain from 25 to 30 per cent., by weight, of chlorine gas. Itisa 
compound of lime, in its slaked state, or as a hydrate and chlo- 
rine mechanically mixed ; whereas, the chloride of calcium, 
already described, is a perfect chemical compound, formed of 
chlorine and the metallic base of lime. Chloride of lime dis- 
solves only partially in water, the solution of which, when ex- 
posed to the air, evolves chlorine, whilst the freed lime attracts 
carbonic acid, and forms an insoluble carbonate, that collects 
in the bottom of the vessel. In a dry state, it likewise parts 
with “its chlorine when exposed to heat, a change which also 
takes place when this salt is kept in a dark place. 

As chlorine is not known to form a necessary constituent 
of vegetation, the effects of the chloride of lime has been much 
doubted by some, while others regard its virtues similar to 
those of gypsum, in fixing the ammonia brought into the soil 
by rains and melted snows, and also as having a powerful in- 
fluence on the germination of seeds. It would seem to be high- 
ly important, however, that its favorable or neutral action upon 
the soil should be established ; because, at present, large quan- 
tities of the residuum of many of our factories are thrown 
away, which otherwise might be used as a valuable manure. 
It is- believed that on hot sandy soils, if used in proper propor- 
tions, it would be productive of good results. For a descrip- 
tion of the use of chloride of lime as a steep for seeds, see the 
article BLEACHER’S WASTE, under the head of “ Liquid Manures.” 

Crenate and Apocrenate of Lime—See crenic and APOCRENIC 
Acips, under the head of “ Liquid Manures.” 

Gas Lime.—The refuse lime of gas works consists principally 
of a mixture of carbonate of lime, with a variable quantity of 
gypsum and other salts of lime containing sulphur, and a little 
coal tar and free sulphur, the whole usually being slightly col- 
ored by Prusian blue, the chief difference of composition aris- 
ing from the kind of coal employed in the manufacture of gas. 
The following table exhibits the composition of two gas limes, 
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as analysed by Professor Johnston, one from Edinburgh Gas 
Works, and the other from those of London. The first two col- 
umns show what they contained when received from the works, 
and the second two what they would have become after long 
exposure to the air, after being made into compost, or tho- 
roughly incorporated in the soil :— 


Edin- | Edin- 
| burgh, London.| burgh. |London. | 
Water and coal tar,........0--e08- | 12.91 |. 9.59 | 12.91 9.59 
Carbonate of lime,....-...+--+-es | 69,04 52.88 67.39 56.41 
Hydrate of lime, (caustic,)....-.-- 249 \~ 5.92 —— aaa 
Sulphate of lime, (gypsum,)......- 7.33 2.7 16.45 29.32 
Sulphite and hyposulphite of lime,| 2.28 14.89 —— — 
Sulphuret of calcium,......--++++ 0.20 0.36 — aaa 
Sulphur,...-..-seseee cece ee ee eee 1.10 0.92 — —— 
Prusian blue,.......- Le Raper rere Wiener A 1.80 2.70 1.80 
Alumina and oxide of iron,.......| —— 3.40 — 3.40 


Insoluble matter, (sand, &c¢.,). ... 0.64 1.29 0.64 1.29 
98.69 | 99.82 ' 100.09 ' 101.81 


The most marked difference between the two samples by the 
above analyses, is in the compounds called sulphite and hypo- 
sulphile of lime. The latter of these substances dissolves read- 
ily in water, and its presence in such widely different propor- 
tions satisfactorily accounts for the very, different effects which 
have followed from the application of gas lime to the land in 
different districts in Great Britain. The rains dissolve the hy- 
posulphite and the sulphuret, and carry them down in too great 
quantity to the roots of young gain; and hence, the complaints 
of some that the gas lime killed their wheat, while others found 
that, when applied as a top-dressing in a similar way, it great- 
ly improved their crops. Therefore, unless the composition be 
satisfactorily ascertained, there wi:l always be a degree of risk 
in applying it to the grain while the crop i8 growing. 

Gas lime, however, 10 no case, if possible, should be wasted, 
as it would appear that it may always be safely employed with 
good effects under the following circumstances :— 

1. It may be used directly upon mossy land, upon naked fal- 


lows, and in spring, when preparing for turnips. 
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2. In composts, in which the whole of the soluble salts of 
lime will have a tendency to be converted into gypsum by~ 
the action of the air; and consequently the benefits which re- 
sult from a large application of gypsum will be obtained by 
laying such composts upon the land. 

3, As it appears usually to contain only a small proportion of 
caustic lime, it may with safety be mixed at once with barnyard 
or other animal manures, though not in too large quantity. It 
may also prove a valuable admixture with guano, on which its 
action would ultimately be to fix rather than expel the am- 
monia. 

4. Strewn sparing over the young turnip plants, it is stated 
that it prevents the attack of the turnip fly; and harrowed in, 
when the ground is naked, if the quantity be considerable, 
slugs and wire worms disappear from its effects. 

5. If applied in too large quantity, it is liable to be injurious 
to crops of young grain. But grass lands, though at first 
browned by its application, soon recover and repay the cost by 
yielding a greener and an earlier bite in spring. 

Gas lime, fresh from the works, it is also stated, is one of the 
best materials to lay under the floors of farm buildings; for it 
not only serves to absorb and fix the fertilising gases in such 
situations, and afterwards will form a good manure, but being 
excluded from the air, it retains its disagreeable smell for a long 
time, and is much disliked by vermin and rats. 

Iiumaie of Lime-—in combination with humic acid, lime ex- 
ists most frequently in soils that abound in vegetable matter, in 
peaty soils, for instance, to which quicklime or calcareous 
mar] of any kind has been added for the purpose of agricul- 
tural improvement. 

The humic and ulmic acids, and certain other acid substances 
are always produced in greater or less abundance during the 
decay of vegetable matter in the soil. If any matter be pres- 
ent with which these acids can combine, such as potash, soda, 
lime, or magnesia, they unite with them, and form chemical 
compounds. But if, as in a mass of peat, such substances are 
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not naturally present in sufficient quantity, those acids accu- 
mulate in an uncombined state, and form a “sour” soil, into 
which the roots of most of our cultivated crops cannot safely 
descend. 

When marl or quicklime is added to a soil in which these 
acids exist, or in which they are gradually produced, the lime 
unites with them, and forms humate and ulmate of lime. Thus, 
the addition or presence of lime, by giving rise to the produc- 
tion of humate of lime, not only prevents the injurious action 
of this acid upon the roots of plants, but improves also the 
physical condition of the soil—rendering it less retentive of 
water, more friable, more open, and more permeable to the air, 
to water, and to the roots of the growing crops. This is one 
of the causes of the known good effects which follow from the 
addition of lime to peaty and other soils that are rich in veg- 


etable matter.—Johnsion. 
Hydrate of Lime.—It has already been stated that when quick- 


lime is slaked, it combines with the water which is added to it, 
and becomes converted into a milder or less caustic compound, 
known among chemists by the name of “hydrate of lime.” It 
is in this form, it may be well to repeat, that lime is usually ap- 
plied to the soil. When pure, this hydrate consists of 


Per cent. 


ESUEIVCS ciate ic fo siplase & mint ole a ict nie Glorelo mis ocaiaya are) (tia fufa]ateiaielni<\e miei 76 
IVUELCY sci a:minsecnlouia cveide bielciale elsiGiwie/a/e\aia wiareisiee'pisis.e'b atele'sin tp /ajajere 24 
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Or, one ton of pure burned lime produces nearly 25 cwt. of 
the slaked or hydrate. It is rare, however, that lime is suffici- 
ently pure, or is so skilfully and: perfectly slaked as to take up 
the whole of this proportion of water, or to increase quite as 
much as ith part in weight. 

When the hydrate of lime, obtained by slaking, is exposed 
to the open air, it gradually absorbs carbonic acid from the at- 
mosphere, and tends to return to the state of a carbonate like 
that in which it existed before burning. By mere exposure to 


the air, however, it does not attain fo this state within an as- 
5* 
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signable time. Thus,in a wall built by the Romans 1800 years 
ago, it was found by analysis that the proportion absorbed had 
not exceeded 75 per cent. of the quantity contained in natural 
limestone. In damp situations, the absorption of carbonic acid 
proceeds most slowly. : 

Nitrate of Lime-—When common chalk or limestone is dis- 
solved in nitric acid, (aquafortis,) nitrate of lime is obtained in 
the solution. It contains of 


AAG 5 oialelni =| wtaleicleralatsisie (aie eisiciae phate) el ainfetelelete ati clots sieiate'cia ls 34.46 
UNTECIC HRCI ioe cicie are ainvovslans ain ete mratare hetero dhoveie sinters ciaieine saree 65.54 > 
100.00 


This nitrate is often produced naturally in compost heaps to 
which lime has been added, and it is only in such compost 
heaps that it has hitherto been applied in any quantity to the 
soil. It is also found not unfrequently in the soil as well as in 
the rocky formations of the crust of our glube. The celebra- 
ted Mammoth Cave in Kéntucky, situated in a limestone ridge, 
yields an inexhaustible supply of nitrate of lime. : During the 
late war with Great Britain, fifty men were constantly employed 
in lixiviating the earth of this cave, and in about three years, 
the washed earth is said to become as strongly impregnated as 
at first. Through the cave a strong current of air is continu- 
ally rushing, inward in winter, and outward during the sum- 
mer months. On the plaster of old walls, too, especially in 
damp situations, an efflorescence of this and- other nitrates is - 
frequently observed over many parts of the globe. In China, 
according to Davis, the old plaster of the houses is so much 
esteemed as a manure, tlrat parties will often purchase it at the 
expense of a coating of new plaster. 

Nitrate of lime is very soluble in water, and is deliquescent. 
It is decomposed by fixed alkalies, potash forming therewith 
saltpetre, (nitate of potash,) and soda, cubic, nitre (nitrate of 
soda.) According to Dr. Home, it is contained in what is com- 
monly called hard water, which, by his experiments, was found 
to promote the growth of plants in a much higher degree than 
soft, water. 
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Oxalate of Lime.—The chemical salt called “ oxalate of lime,” 
when pure, consists of a white powder, extremely insoluble in 
water, but soluble in muriatic and nitric acids. It is formed 
by the combination of calcareous matter with oxalic acid, and 
may be exposed to a heat of 560° F. without decomposition. 

Oxalate of lime forms the principal solid parts of many 
lichens, especially of the Parmelia cruciata and the Variolaria 
communis, which contain as much of this salt as is equivalent 
to 15 or 20 per cent of pure oxalic acid. A species of parme- 
lia, collected after the droughts of the sands of Persia, con- 
tains 66 per cent. of this substance. 

From the insolubility of oxalate of lime, it is not probable 
that it can contribute, by itself, to the food of plants. It can- 
not be decomposed by alkalies, on superior affinity, because 
its affinity is greater with calcareous matter; but it may be 
decomposed by sulphuric acid, in which gypsum will be found, 
and the oxalic acid, thus disengaged, will be capable of enter- 
ing into new combinations with fixed or volatile alkaline salts 
or magnesia. These combinations are soluble, and when not 
superacidulated, they promote vegetation in a high degree. 

Phosphate of Lime—Lime combines with phosphoric acid in 
variable proportions, and forms several compounds, known 
under the names of phosphates. Of these, by far the most 
abundant, and certainly the most useful in agriculture, are the 
earthy parts of bones, and a native mineral, called “ phosphor- 
ite,” both of which are hereafter described under their appro- 
priate heads. And it occurs, but less abundantly, in corals, 
oyster shells, and in the shells of other fish ; in the teeth, horns, 
nails, and hair, and other parts of animals; and in the horny 
wings, and covering of numerous insect tribes. It also exists 
in minute qu@ntities in nearly all limestones, marls, and prob- — 
ably there are few fertile soils in which it is wholly wanting, 
It likewise forms one of the ingredients in the grain, straw, stalk, 
or roots of most of our cultivated crops; and hence, is indis-— 
pensable to their perfect growth and maturity, 

Bi-Phosphate of Lime.—When burned bones are reduced to 
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powder, and digested in sulphuric acid, (oil of vitrol,) diluted 
with once or twice its weight of water, the acid combines with 
a portion of the lime, and forms sulphate of lime, (gypsum,) 
while the remainder of the lime, and the whole of the phos- 
phoric acid are dissolved. The solution, therefore, contains an 
acid phosphate of lime, or one in which the phosphoric acid 
exists, in much larger quantity than in the earth of bones. The 
true bi-phosphate, when free from water, consists of 


VGUTEEEDS orate satura ler atars in coral atelel wietetta el aie oleietietn tibiae Pt eioe nie. fe iar ote 28.5 
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It exists in the urine of most animals, and is therefore an im- 
portant constituent of liquid manures of animal origin. If the 
mixture of gypsum and acid phosphate, above described, be 
largely diluted with water, it will form a most valuable liquid 
manure, especially for grass land, and for crops of rising grain. 
In this liquid state, the phosphoric acid will diffuse itself easily 
and perfectly throughout the soil, and there will speedily lose 
its acid character and unite with one or other of the follow- 
ing substances, almost always present in every variety of land, 
potash, soda, ammonia, lime, or magnesia, which have the 
property of combining with acids, and thus neutralising them, 
or dépriving them of their acid qualities and effects. 

Or, if to the solution, before it is applied to the land, a quan- 
tity of pearlash be added until it begin to turn milky, a mix- 
ture of the phosphates with the sulphates of lime and of potash 
will be obtained ; or, if soda be added instead of potash—or the 
phosphates with the sulphates of lime and of soda; either of 

which mixtures will be still more efficacious upon the land, 
_ than the solution of the acid phosphates alone. ®r to the solu- 
tion ef bones in the acid, the potash or soda may be added 
without further dilution, and the whole then dried up by the 
addition of charcoal powder, or even of vegetable mould, un- 
til it is in a sufficiently dry state to be scattered with the hand 
as a top-dressing, or buried in the land by means of a drill. 
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Earth of Bones, or Bone Earth—These are names given to the 
white, earthy skeleton that remains when the bones of animals 
are burned in an open fire until.everything combustible has — 
disappeared, and then is united with an additional quantity of 
phosphoric acid. This earthy matter, (bone earth, or bone ash,) 
is composed chiefly of lime and phosphoric acid, which are 
combined in the following proportions .— 


AMG, Heros Seale des wees vad bea ceo sa bdcepieeissenaacaeet 51.5 
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Another rich phosphate also occurs abundantly in nature 
both in masses and in veins, when it is known by the names of 
apatite, or phosphorite. In this state, when pure, it consists of 
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Phosphate of lime is decomposed by carbonic acid, as may - 
be proved by the following fact:—A gallon of carbonic-acid 
water will dissolve 30 grains of bone earth out of any given 
quantity acted upon. In this case, the carbonic acid not only 
drives off a portion of the phosphoric acid found in solution, 
and takes its place in union with the lime, but its affinity for 
lime, assisted by the existing affinity of bone earth for phos- 
phoric acid, induces such an interchange of elements, (one por- 
tion of bone earth being decomposed, its lime uniting with car- 
bonic acid, and its phosphoric acid uniting with the phosphate 
of lime in another,) that the resulting compounds are a super- 
phosphate of lime, which is soluble in water, and a carbonate of 
lime, that is found among the sediment. Hence it is, from its 
solubility in carbonic acid, and of certain other organic acids 
which exist in the soil, that by means of these acids of phos- 
phate of lime, it is supposed to be rendered capable of enter- 
ing into the roots of plants. Wherever vegetable matter exists, 
and is undergoing decay in the soil, the water makes its way 
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to the roots more or less laden with carbonic acid, and thus is 
enabled to bear along with it not only.common carbonate of 
lime, as has already been shown, but also such a portion of 
phosphate as may aid in supplying this necessary food to the 
growing plant. 

Silicates of Lime-——These compounds vary in theig composi- 
tions, but when pure consist of 
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They may be formed by a mixture of silicious sand or flint 
with quicklime, which readily melts into a glassy silicate, or a 
mixture of two or more silicates of lime. These silicates are 
also present in large quantity in window and plate glass, and 
in some of the crystalline rock (granite and trap). In feld- 
spar andmica, which abound in the alkaline silicates, it is rare 
that any lime can be detected. In that variety of granite, 
however, to which the name of Syenite is given by mineralo- 
gists, hornblende takes the place of mica, and some varieties 
of this hornblende contain from 20 to 35 per cent. of silicate of 
lime. This silicate is almost always present in the basaltic 
and trap rocks, and sometimes, as in the augitic traps, in a pro- 
portion much larger than that in which it exists in the unmixed 
hernblende. Silicates of lime are also found in the ash, and 
probably exist in the living stem and leaves of plants. 

Like the similar compounds of potash and soda, the silicates 
of lime are slowly decomposed by the united agency of the 
moisture and the carbonic acid of the atmosphere. Carbonate 
of lime is formed, and silica is set at liberty. This carbonate 
of lime dissolves in the rains or dews which descend loaded 
with carbonic acid, and the same waters take up also a portion 
of the soluble silica, and diffuses both substances uniformly 
through the soil in which the decomposition takes place, or 
bear them from the higher grounds to the rivers and plains. 
The sparing, but constant and long-continued supply of lime 
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thus afforded to soils which rest upon decayed trap, or which 
are wholly made up of rotten rock, has a material influence 
upon their well-known agricultural capabilities. 

In those districts where the smelting of iron is carried on, the 
first slag that is obtained consists in great part of silicate of 
lime. This slag accumulates in large quantities, and is not un- 
worthy the attention of the practical farmer, as an improver 
of his fields, especially where caustic lime is distant, or expen- 
sive, or where boggy and peaty soils are met with in which 
vegetable matter abounds. On such land, it may be laid in 
large quantity. It will decompose slowly, and while it imparts 
to the soil solidity and firmness, it will supply both lime and 
silica to the growing crops for a long period of time. 

Sulphate of Lime——This substance, which has already been 
described under the head of gypsum, in an unburned state, con- 
sists of sulphuric acid, 46,3, per cent.; lime, 32,5, per cent.; and 
water, 20¢ per cent. In a calcined or burned state, it contains 
584 per cent. of sulphuric acid, and 414 per cent. of lime. 


MAGNESIA. 


Maenesia, the prot-oxide of magnesium, when pure, is a very 
light, white, odorless, tasteless powder, o¢curing abundantly in 
nature, particularly in combination with lime, in the form of a 
carbonate, and in soapstone and serpentine in the form of sili- 
cates. It also enters into the composition of all our ordinary 
cultivated plants, as well as into the muscles, tissues, and fluids 
of most animals. It is very insoluble, requiring 5,142 times its 
weight of water at 60° F.; and 36,000 times its weight of boil- 
ing water to dissolve. It possesses all the properties of alka- 
lies, uniting with acids, &c., but slowly absorbs carbonic acid 
from the air. With the acids, it forms salts, most of which may 
be made by the direct solution of the magnesian earth, or its 
hydrate or carbonate. ie 

Magnesia, like lime, is applied to the land in various states 
of chemical combination, the nature, composition, and proper- 
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ties of which, together with their modes of application, are as 
follows :— 

Carbonate of Magnesia.—Carbonate of magnesia rarely oc- 
curs pure in nature, but is prepared from Epsom salts, (sul- 
phate of magnesia,) by precipitation, or by calcining the arti- 
ficial or natural carbonate in an impure state. When pure, it 
is a white, inodorous, tasteless powder, possessing similar prop- 
erties as the calcined magnesia of the shops, and consists of 
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A ton, (2,240 lbs..) therefore, of pure dry carbonate of mag- 
nesia, contains about 1,082 Ibs., and a considerable larger pro- 
portion of carbonic acid than is present in carbonate of lime. 

One of the chief sources of obtaining magnesia for agricul- 
tural purposes is from magnesian limestone, which abounds in 
various parts of the globe, and. particularly on the banks of 
the Hudson, and in the county of Onondaga, in the state of New 
York. Where the magnesia is in large quantity, the lime con- 
taining it is decidedly injurious, and in some cases is so much 
so as to render it inadmissable for agricultural purposes. It 1s 
from these ‘limestones that the hydraulic or water cement are 
made. According to an analysis by Dr. C.T.Jackson,a sample 
of cement stone, from Ulster country, New York, contained the 
following ingredients :— 
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A sample of calciferous sandstone from the state of New 
York, as analysed by Professor Emmons, gave the following 
results :— 
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Another sample from Onondaga, New York, as analysed by 
the same chemist, consisted of the following :— 
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The Onondaga limestone, however, may be regarded as a 
pure calcareous rock, or as pure as ordinary chalk and most 
limestones which are employed for agricultural purposes. 

When the carbonate of magnesia, contained in common lime- 
stone, is heated to a high temperature in the open air, the car- 
bonic acid it contains is driven off by the heat, and the lime 
and magnesia remain behind in a caustic state. When heated 
in this way, the carbonate of magnesia parts with its carbonic 
acid more readily, and at a lower temperature than the carbon- 
ate of lime. 

The caustic or calcined magnesia contained in lime shells, 
like quicklime, slakes and falls to powder when water is poured 
upon it, and forms a hydrate of magnesia. It likwise swells and 
becomes hot, but not in an equal degree with pure lime. Pure 
hydrate of magnesia consists of 
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Thus st will be seen that it increases in weight in slaking 
more than lime does—one ton of caustic magnesia augmenting 
to nearly 3,200 lbs. of hydrate. 

When limestone containing magnesia is burned and after- 
wards slaked, the fallen mass consists of a mixture of two 
hydrates in proportions which depend upon the chemical com- 
position of the limestone employed. An important difference 
in these two hydrates, is, that the hydrate of magnesia will 
harden under water or in a wet soil, in about eight days— 
forming a hydraulic cement. The hydrate of lime will not so 
harden; but a mixture of the two will harden under water, and 
form a solid mass. In the minute state of division in which 
lime is applied to the soil, the particles, if it be a magnesian 
lime, will, in wet soils, or in the event of rainy weather en- 
suing immediately after its application, become granular and 
gritty, and cohere occasionally into lumps, on which the air 
will have little effect. This property is of considerable impor- 
portance in connection with the further chemical changes 
which slaked lime undergoes when exposed to the air, or when 
buried in the soil. 

Although magnesia is essential to the perfect growth of 
plants, if introduced in a caustic state in a large quantity into 
the soil, it appears to produce a-very bad effect, and lime that 
contains it in excess should therefore be avoided. Caustic or 
calcined magnesia is much more injurious to vegetation than 
lime, from its retaining the caustic quality longer, and not 
uniting with carbonic acid so readily. It also forms a harder 
mortar with water, and is more apt to cake about the stems 
and roots of herbage; but mild magnesia, provided there is a 
deficiency of calcareous matter in the soil, is of service to 
vegetation, being found in the ash of most plants, in all proba- 
bility replacing lime. 

it seems to be the result of experience, however, that mag- 
nesia, in the state of carbonate, is but slighly injurious to the 
land; some deny that in this state it has any injurious effect at 
all. This it is feared is doubtful; we may infer, however, with 
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some degree of probability, that it is from some property pos- 
sessed by magnesia in the caustic state, and not possessed, or 
at least in an equal degree, either by quicklime or by carbon- 
ate of magnesia, that its evil influence is chiefly to be ascribed. 

Now, there exist in the soil, and probably are exuded from 
the living roots, various acid substances, both of organic and 
inorganic origin, which it is one of the functions of lime, when 
applied to the land, to combine with and render innoxious. 
But these acid compounds unite rather with the caustic mag- 
nesia, than with the lime which is already in combination with 
carbonic acid—and form salts, which generally are much more 
soluble in water than the compounds of lime with the same 
acids. Hence the water that goes to the roots reaches them . 
more or less loaded with magnesian salts, and carries into the 
vegetable circulation more magnesia than is consistent with 
the healthy growth of the plant. 

Caustic magnesia, applied to lands charged highly with rich 
manure, in a proportion not exceeding $th part of the animal 
or vegetable remains, is speedily rendered mild by the car- 
bonic acid with which it is supplied, as the manure decompo- 
ses; but it should never be thrown upon land where a portion 
of quicklime already occupies the surface ; because, while the 
quicklime is becoming mild by its more ready attraction for 
carbonic acid, the magnesia retains its caustic property, and 
acts as a poison to most plants. 

Caustic magnesia will destroy woody fibre the same as 
quicklime ; and in combination with strong peat, assists in 
forming a manure. If the peat equal ith part of the weight 
of the soil, and the magnesia do not exceed jth, the propor- 
tion may be considered as safe. .Where lands have been 
injured by too large a quantity of magnesian lime, peat will be 
an efficient remedy. : 

Chloride of Magnesium*-When calcined or carbonated mag- 
nesia is dissolved in muriatic acid, and the solution evaporated 
to dryness, a white mass is obtained, which is a chloride of 
magnesium and chlorine only. This compound occurs not un- 
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frequently in the soil, associated with chloride of calcium. It 
is met with also in the ash of plants, while in sea water, and 
in that of some salt lakes, it exists in very considerable quan- 
tity. Thus, 100 parts of the water of the Atlantic have been 
found to contain 34+ of chloride of magnesium, while that of 
the Dead Sea yields about 24 parts of this compound. Hence, 
it is present in great abundance in the mother liquor of the salt 
pans, and it is from the refuse chloride in this liquor that the 
magnesia of the shops, as above stated, is frequently prepared. 
Chloride of magnesium, when pure, contains of 
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The chloride of magnesium has not hitherto been made the 
subject of direct experiment as a fertiliser of the land. From 
the fact, however, that plants require much magnesia and some 
chlorine, there is reason to believe that, if cautiously applied, 
it might prove beneficial in some soils, and especially to grain 
crops. Its extreme solubility in water, however, suggests the 
use of caution in its application. The safest method is to 
dissolve it in a large proportion of water, and apply it to the 
young plant by means of a water cart. In this way, the refuse 
of the salt works might, in some localities, be made available 
to useful purposes. ‘The chloride of magnesium is decomposed 
both by quicklime and by carbonate of lime; hence, when 
applied to a soil containing lime in either of these states, 
chloride of calcium and caustic or carbonated magnesia will 
be produced. gh 

Nitrate of Magnesia—Nitrate of magnesia is formed by dis- 
solving carbonate of magnesia in nitric acid, and evaporating 
the solution. It attracts moisture from the air with great rapid- 
ity, and runs into a liquid. It is probably formed naturally in 
soils containing magnesia, in the same way as nitrate of lime 
is known to be produced in soils containing lime. No direct 
experiments have yet been made as to its effects upon vegeta- 
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tion; but there can be no doubt that it would prove highly ben- 
eficial, could it be procured at a sufficiently cheap rate to ad- 
mit of its economical application to the land. 

The nitrate of magnesia, when pure, contains of 
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Phosphate of Magnesia.—Magnesia exists in combination with 
phosphoric acid, in the solids and fluids of all animals, though 
not so abundantly as the phosphates of lime. In most soils, 
phosphate of magnesia is probably present in minute quantity, 
since in the ashes of some varieties of grain it is found in very 
considerable proportion. 

Its action upon vegetation has never been tried directly, but 
as it exists in urine, and in most animal manures, a portion 
of their efficacy may be due to its presence. In turf ashes, 
which often prove’a valuable manure, it is sometimes met 
with in appreciable quantity, and their beneficial operation in 
such cases has been attributed in part to the agency of this 
phosphate. 

_ Phosphate of magnesia, when pure, contains of 
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Silicates of Magnesia.—In combination with magnesia in dif- 
ferent proportions, silica forms nearly the entire mass of those 
common minerals known by the names of serpentine and talc. 
In hornblende, also, and augite, silicates of magnesia exist in con- 
siderable quantity. They must, therefore, be present in great- 
er or less abundance in soils which are directly formed from 
the decomposition of such rocks. Like the silicates of lime, 
however, though more slowly than these, they will undergo 
gradual decomposition by the action of the carbonic acid of 
the atmosphere, and of the acids produced in the soil by veg- 
eiation, and by the decay of organic matter. The magnesia, 
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like the lime, will then be gradually brought down, in a state 

of solution, from the higher grounds, or washed out of the soil, 

till at length it may wholly disappear from any given spot. 
Silicate of magnesia, when pure, contains of 
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Sulphate of Magnesia.—Sulphate of magnesia, the common 
Epsom salts of the shops, is formed by dissolving carbonate 
of magnesia in diluted sulphuric acid. It exists in nearly all 
soils which are formed from, or are situated in the neighbor- 
hood of rocks containing magnesia. In some, soils it is so 
abundant that in dry weather it forms a white efflorescence on 
the surface. 

Sulphate of magnesia, when pure, contains of 
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This salt has been found by Sprengel to act upon vegetation 
precisely in the same way as gypsum does, and on the same 
kind of plants. It must be used, however, in smaller quantity, 
owing to its great solubility. Its higher price will prevent its 
ever being substituted for gypsum as a _ top-dressing for 
clover, &c., but it is worth the trial, whether barley plants, the 
grain of which contains much magnesia, might not be benefit- 
ted by the application of a small quantity of this sulphate— 
along with such other substances as are capable of yielding 
the remaining constituents which compose the inorganic mat- 
ter of the grain.—Johnston. 


MANGANESE. 


ManeanesE is a metal, which, in nature, is very frequently 
associated with iron in its various ores. It also resembles this 
metal in many of its properties. Its compounds exist in plants, 
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however, in much less quantity than those of iron ; but as its 
oxides, like those of iron, are insoluble in pure water, this me- 
tal, most likely, accidentally finds its way into the roots in a 
state of a carbonate, chloride, silicate, or of a sulphate, all of 
which are soluble to a greater or less degree. 

Manganese combines with oxygen in at least three propor- 
tions, and consequently forms as many degrees of oxygenation. 
The first, or prot-oxide, is of a light-green color, but is not 
known to occur in nature in an uncombined state. The second, 
or deut-oxide, exists naturally in a mineral state, when it is 
black, but when finely pulverised, is of a dark-brown. The 
third, or per-oxide, which is of a dark-brown or brownish- 
black, also occurs abundantly in the common ores of manga- 
nese, and is extensively diffused in small quantities through 
nearly all soils. These oxides are all insoluble in water, but 
the two former dissolve in acids, and form salts. Traces of 
these two oxides are also to be detected in the ash of nearly 
all plants, probably as a substitute for iron. They do not ap- 
pear to be important, however, and have but little interest to 
the farmer. Should they ever prove of any agricultural value, 
millions of tons may be obtained in the states of Maine and 
New Hampshire at a cheap rate. 


MARL. 


By the term marl is generally understood an earthy mixture, 
generally containing not less than jth part of its weight, or 20 
per cent. of carbonate of lime. If the proportion of lime be 
less than this, the compound is a marly clay or soil, rather 
than a true or calcareous marl. When a piece of stiff or tena- 
cious marl is put into water, it usually loses its coherence, and 
gradually falls to powder. This is a very simple method of 
distinguishing between a true marl and a stiff clay. 

The application of marl to land, as a fertiliser, is of great an- 
tiquity; and no one can read the accounts given of it by ‘heo- 
phratus, Pliny, and Columella without being struck with the 
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minute discrimination with which it was applied to particular 
soils, and the advantages resulting from uniting the light with 
the heavy, the fat with the lean, or, in other words, mixing soils 
of an opposite nature. It is thus spoken of by Columella: 
“Tf, nevertheless, you are provided with no kind of dung, it 
will be of great advantage to do with it what I remember Mar- 
cus Columella, my uncle, a most learned and diligent husband-: 
man, was frequently wont to do, namely, to throw chalk or 
marl upon such places as abound in gravel, and to lay gravel 
upon such as are chalky and too dense and stiff; and thus he 
not only raised great plently of excellent grain, but made most 
beautiful vineyards.” | 
There are a great variety of substances, popularly known 
under the name of mar], however, which are commonly reduced ° 
to four kinds, namely, the clay, the stone, the shell and the pot- 
_ash or green-sand marls. The first of these takes its name from 
its similitude in appearance to clay ; the second, from its hard- 
ness, and resemblance to stone; the third, from the shells with 
which it is mixed, or rather of which it is composed ; and the 
fourth from its color, and the quantity of potash it contains. 
Marls, again, are of various colors, white, grey, yellow, blue, 
and of various degrees of coherence, some occurring in the 
form of a more or less fine, loose, sandy powder. These dif- 
ferences arise in part from the kind and proportion of the 
earthy matters they contain, and in part, also, from the nature 
of the locality, moist or dry, in which they are found. They 
vary also in their composition. Some rich marls consist in 
part or in whole of broken and comminuted shells, which 
clearly indicate the source of the calcareous matter they con- 
tain. The clay and stone marls are very similar in their com- 
position ; but the shell and green-sand marls are Very different 
from the other two, which renders it necessary to treat of them 
under separate heads. 
Clay Maris——These have the appearance of a more or less 
tenacious clay. When long exposed to the air, or are put into ~ 
water, they fall down intoa powder. They seem to have much 
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the same qualities of lime; and therefore must operate in a 
similar manner when applied to the soil, by enlarging the pas- 
ture of the plants, and fitting the vegetable food for entering 
their roots. These marls also communicate to the soil a power 
of attracting vegetable food from the atmosphere. Clay marls 
usually contain from 68 to 80 per cent. of clay, and from 20 to 
32 per cent. of calcareous matter, silicious sand, ézc. 

Siony Maris. —These are often richer in lime than those which 
are clayey. :'The chief difference between them is this: The 
clay marls are sooner dissolved than the stone marls, and com- 
monly have a stronger power of neutralising acids and pro- 
ducing salts. As they are longer in dissolving, large pieces of 
stone marl are sometimes seen in lumps or clods six or seven 
years after they have been laid upon the land. This makes it 
necessary to ‘apply a very large quantity. 

Clay and stony marls are well suited to light sandy soils, 
which they improve and render more solid. On the contrary, 
sandy marl is good for stiff soils, rendering them friable, and 
more easy to work. 

Shell Marl—This mar] is very different in its nature from the 
two just described, being highly fertilising upon soils of every 
description. It does not dissolve like them with water, but 
sucks it up, and swells with it like a sponge. It is stated that 
it is a much stronger attractor of acids, and requires six times 
the quantity to become saturated. From this circumstance, 
if it be applied in large quantity, and frequently repeated, it 
is possible that it might communicate such an attractive power 
to the soil as to enrich it in a very high degree. 

As this kind of marl does not deprive land of its vegetable 
matter like lime nor the other varieties of marl, it may be ap- 
plied to soils exhausted by them; or it may be repeated. It 
dissolves sooner than the other kinds, and consequently its ef. 
fects are more sudden; and as it does not dissolve so soon as 
dung, its effects will be sooner over. Its effects, however, are 
not so quick as lime, but more lasting. 


As calcareous marl operates in a similar manner as lime, 
6 
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it follows, likewise, that limed land, exhausted by crops, can re- 
ceive but little benefit from its application; and that marled 
land, exhausted by cultivation, can receive but little benefit 
from the application of lime. As it exhausts the vegetable 
food, the proper manure after it,is a muck compost with dung, 
which contains this food-in the greatest abundance. What is 
said of lime, also, with respect to its application in smaller and 
larger doses, may likewise be said of marl. When light barren 
land is to be improved, the marl should be laid on in large 
quantities, say from 1,000 to 2,000 bushels to an acre; but 
when the soil is in good condition, }th or {th part of ihe quan- 
tity, if applied once in six or seven years, will be attended with 
good results. 

The foliowing table shows the composition of various marls 
found in the United States, with the authority from which the 
information was derived :— 


COMPOSITION OF THE NEW-YORK MARLS, BY PROFESSOR EMMONS. 
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A sample of very eee core from Doterhoremene New 
York, analysed by Professor J. P. Norton, was composed of the 
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following ingredients :— ‘ 
CARON ACIG sic’ ry occ cls ai ese. epe: Sie pwie''e syaealctrenate aeclaloee paaahs 35.00 
MTUNER Daisies dra'e Ris'aic wow ie cle creleiceieieed e celelstepinitie aeieien et taetele 45.02 
PIGEONS ee 2) telelainie e Secieie eran viola ke cleimeete nine oe mcnmatete 0.66 
Tron aud alumina, with a little phosphoric acid,....... 2.69 
Sand,.......... owtiae es hecleciancendiaipipiinis as x\dejsm sik saane 9.57 
(PRANIC WIILET, ..c0scandoumens ch annnsunar anes .. 7.06 
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In this sample, it will be seen that the carbonate of lime 
amounts to nearly 80 per cent., while the small quantities of 
magnesia, iron, alumina, and especially of phosphoric acid, 
add materially to the value of this marl. 

Green-Sand Marl.—This mineral fertiliser, which, in some 
portions of the United States, has been of such immense ser- 
vice as a manure, and especially in restoring worn-out soils to 
productiveness, is found in great abundance along the Atlantic 
coast. The stratum in which this substance abounds, as the 
principle ingredient, commences, as far as known, in New Jer- 
sey, atthe base of the Highlands of Nevesink, near Sandy 
Hook, and along the sea shore from a little north of Long 
Branch to Shark Inlet; thence ranging south-westward, in a 
wide belt, through Shrewsbury, Marlborough, Squankum, and 
other towns in Monmouth county, gradually contracting as it 
runs parallel with the Delaware River, at a distance of a few 
miles, to Salem. It is then prolonged across the state of Del- 
aware, in a narrow strip, into the easterly part of Maryland, 
where it disappears under the overiaping formations. It again 
shows itself on the Potomac and throughout the tide-water re- 
gion of Virginia, where the proportion of the so-called “ green 
marl,” of New Jersey, is materially diminished. 

In New Jersey, between Long Branch and Deal, the bed of 
mar! has been penetrated to the depth of 30 feet. The upper 
two feet consist of a green clay, seemingly derived from the 
disintegration of a green granular mineral, intermixed with a 
large proportion of yellowish-white clay. The main bed, 
which has a thickness of about 26 feet, comprises several sub- 
ordinate layers; but all contain a large share of the green 
grains. Beneath the whole, there is a greenish-yellow clay, in 
which the grains abound, of remarkably large size, and are 
associated with numerous casts of shells. In one or two other 
instances, wells have also been sunk through the bed of marl, 
and the depth of the green sand ascertained to be about 30 
feet. Various fossil shells and other marine productions, 
amounting, according to Professor Rogers’ Geological Report, 
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to considerably more than 100 species, are found imbedded in 
this marl. 

The value of this marl, as an active fertiliser, when spread 
on the surface of light sandy lands, in New Jersey, has been 
amply tested for more than 90 years. Various have been the 
views maintained in regard to its fertilising principles, and 
much speculation has been offered, in reference to them, as is 
usual on similar subjects. It is stated, however, that the prob- 
lem was first solved by*Mr. Henry Seybert, of Philadelphia, 
who demonstrated that the green sand of New Jersey contained 
a considerable amount of potash, which seems to afford a sat- 
isfactory clue to its mysterious effects. 

In comparing the details of the several analyses, given by 
professor Rogers, in his Geological Report of New Jersey, it 
will be seen that the green-sand marl, even when of the great- 
est purity, is not absolutely constant, either in the nature of the 
ingredients which enter into its composition, or in their relative 
proportions. The per-centage of the silica varies from 43 to 
52.32; that of the alumina, from 6.4 to 8.94; that of the prot- 
oxide of iron, from 21.6 to 27.56; that of the potash, from 5.5 to 
14.48; and that of the water, from 4.4 to 8.12. It will be found, 
moreover, that in some instances, besides the above-named el- 
ements, that lime enters into the constitution of the green sand, 
in other cases magnesia.; while, occasionally, both occur. The 
amount of these however, is generally in small proportions. ¢ 

The foliowing tables will serve to show the prevailing con- 
stituents of this green sand, as given by Professor Rogers :— 


GREEN SAND MARL OF POKE HILL, PLATTSBURGH, BURLINGTON COUNTY. 


Color of the granules, a rich, dark olive green; their size, 
rather above the medium; composes 98 per cent. of the marl. 
100 parts gave of 


POLIT OHS satsts niet he as Cas Suen hts lieta vo Stay eue\ ava ange aeal arate et 90.75 
ALUN, Sale cicictve's so aeeale westomealcimake tee bien tas aint 6.50 
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GREEN SAND OF SQUANKUM. 


Color, a dark olive green; granules of a medium size; 
composes 58.36 per cent. of the upper part of the bed,and 72.36 
per cent. of the lower. 100 parts, gave of 


SSDI ja; oi cFateahd cap c.g B'siielown ole «Ss ae a haste es ya teem A 51.00 
SAAEURONN UN Dae sat Sa fe aira cs deat atShaareracs wiSiase Miata oeaulere te: cho iaetat arate 6.50 
PVOL-ORUGA ECOL IPO an tetas, disere einte wa cian melee Mmelareiate ee 21.55 
Potaehgay ee aaiea euihccierete ee aMalde eles schoo: clas Caner 10.50 
EAIAN SN tes £1G, aah State hg a0 over aie aie ls BLS Hone Asana aie wm hota NN run trace 
WE ROMOSIA icc Sei ore) os icfoiarsiedersiond tayajetsjaic law fi Mbintale wissinieiateld 1.08 
PRET cai Tn tal kiccioietaraisvalete mid. a) ew ayeiaintaiae Harsha elated, asmboret Solaire 9.00 

99.63 


GREEN SAND OF FREEHOLD, MONMOUTH COUNTY. 


Color of the granules, rich green; size, small; composes 70 
per cent. of the upper part of the bed, and 50 per cent. of the 
lower. 100 parts gave of 


SST CH sis capsts 2d aihaalcscrel erotelelatain a aia stale Seca eiavateieiersrateisiataere!« 50.00 
SANT ETINN AINE 2 ie chase Saye ta erate Sig ve fetigt al cua eternal Nie is rane) a Ste teeter 7.00 
EVct-ORIGGsOL WON, slosais vse oie Cale eo naisaien iter aie 22.00 
OLAS iste eths aioe Meee tee nists cs aN Dabiatans waregetaene Rhee 11.00 
SEAM Ot p52 ea teh ey aye See loteteva temas Soe eerie Wan 1.00 
Mister eaitig ie cis ksictarsc as cme iaaelok cam iectelare a ejorsien-sbiataiete trace 
WY BOTS sti 2s toiroit ereravrate site lotta Steins ere Blea or oeitte room obaete 9.00 

100.00 


The effects of green sand, applied as a manure, are strongly 
set forth in the following extracts from Professor Rogers’ Re- 
port :— 

“Mr. Woolley manured a piece of land in the proportion of 
200 loads of good stable manure to the acre, applying upon 
an adjacent tract of the same soil, his marl, in the ratio of 
about 20 loads per acre. The crops, which were Timothy and 
clover, were much heavier upon the.section which had re- 
ceived the marl; and there was this additional fact greatly in 
favor of the fossil manure over the putrescent one, that the 
soil was also entirely free from weeds, while the stable ma- 
nure had rendered its own crop very foul. 
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“This green-sand stratum, at Poplar Swamp, seems to be 
almost entirely free from any sulphate of iron or other astrin- 
gent material, and, as a consequence, the crops seem not to be 
scorched by any extra dose, however lavishly applied. 

“There can be no doubt that 20 loads of marl per acre must 
be regarded as an unnecessarily bountiful dressing ; but com- 
puting the relative cost of the two manures, when employed in 
the ratio above stated, we find a considerable disparity in fa- 
vor of the green sand. Placing the home value of farmyard 
manure at $1 for each two-horse load, and that of the marl at 
25 cents per load, we have the expense of manuring one acre, 
$200; of marling the same, $5. 

“This being an experiment, an extravagantly large dressing 
of manure was employed, but not exceeding the usual average 
application more than the 20 loads of marl surpassed what 
was necessary 

“Experience has already shown that Jand once amply 
marled retains its fertility with little diminution for at least 
10 or 12 years, if care be had not to cropit too severely ; while, 
with all practicable precaution, the stable manure must be re- 
newed at least’three times in that interval, to maintain in the 
soil a corresponding degree of vigor. 

“ At the Squankum pits, which are very extensive, the marl | 
is sold at the rate of 373 cents the load, the purchasers having 
to dig it. It is transported by wagons to a distance, in some 
directions, of 20 miles, and retailed, when hauled that far, at 
the rate of 10, or even 12} cents per bushel, being very profi- 
tably spread upon the soil in the small proportion of 25 or 
even 20 bushels to the acre.” 

Professor Booth, in the Report of his Geological Survey of 
the State of Delaware, has given much highly interesting infor- 
mation in regard to green sand. Inall essential particulars, the 
mar] beds found in Newcastle county resembles those of New 
Jersey, described by Professor Rogers. 

“ Practically speaking,” says Professor Booth, “ there are two 
principal kinds of green sand, that-containing lime as an essen- 
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tial ingredient, and that consisting chiefly of green particles. 
The former contains variable quantities of carbonate of lime, 
the highest limit yet observed being 25 percent. The average 
composition of the latter, in its natural state and selected, may 
be thus expressed :— 


Unselected. Selected. 
PCa crs Sd 5 dageie Sictetein bac avon arciainie core ler DO cinstelersie Weleis 50 
126) OTS Aa Se ACO PROBES Orie Javeae tales hess eawetnioreie yee 10 
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WY eae E asin Sai aibaye sictate Sete salolerea «dss Bereta Sasa gat nee 103 
100 100 


“ The first is either cretaceous, containing finely-divided car- 
bonate of lime not formed by comminuted shells, and occuring 
on the canal; or decomposed calcareous, on the western limit 
of the state, from which the calcareous matter has been wholly 
or partially removed, although abounding in casts of shells; or 
shelly green sand, on the southern line of St. George’s Hundred, 
in which there is no fine calcareous matter but that of commi- 
nuted shells. The second contains mere traces of lime, and 
consists of green-sand particles, with variable quantities of clay 
and common sand, and is either bluish green, and of the finest 
quality, as found on Drawyer’s and Silver Run; or yellowish 
green, containing white silicious sand, as on Drawyer’s and the 
Appoquinimink ; or black colored, decomposed externally, 
rarely internally, and containing both white sand and argil- 
laceous matter, from Silver Run to Scott’s Run; or dark colored, 
and containing pyrites,as from the south-west corner of St. 
George’s Hundred, and along the ridge to the Deep Cut; or, 
lastly, the blue micaceous sand of the Deep Cut, rarely contain- 
ing particles of green sand, although abounding with casts and 
impressions of shells.characteristic of the green-sand forma- 
tion. We have seen that the yellow sand is the principal mem- 
ber of the series, both over and underlying the green sand; that 
it is characterised by its uniformity of grain and color, and 
rising to the surface, constitutes the chief and most valuable 
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soils of the region. We further observe that the green-sand 
stratum is undulating, and varies in its depth, the average thick- 
ness being about 21 feet, from which we may form a rough ¢s- 
timate of the amount contained in the whole district.” 

Upon the subject of the fertilising properties of green sand, 
Professor Booth makes the following highly interesting obser- 
vations :— 

“When it is decomposed by the ordinary processes of the 
labratory, only a small quantity of silica and all the other con- 
stituents being dissolved, we may regard the oxide of iron, pot- 
assa,and alumina as performing the principal functions, assisted 
by the presence of water. The useful action of potash or of 
ashes in the soil has been long acknowledged, and hence, as 
soon as it was known that the green sand contained potassa, its 
utility was immediately referred to that alkali; latterly, how- 
ever, the opinion has gained ground that the prot-oxide of iron 
plays an important part by acting with the organic matter in 
the soil, ina manner resembling the saponification of oil by 
potash. 

“'The addition of much unleached ashes to a soil determines 
the formation of salts of potassa, which, being very soluble, 
are taken up in excess by growing plants, and produce such 
luxuriant vegetation,as to cause it, technically speaking, to 
burn up. ‘Sne same operation would probably occur with prot- 
oxide of iron, were its salts not soon converted into more insol- 
uble humate and crenate of the per-oxide. : 

“jit might be objected by many that green sand being de- 
composed with difficulty by the powerful acids of the labora- 
tory, there is little probability that it can be resolved into its 
constituents by the feeble action of humic or atmespheric 
agents. Independently, however, of the proof of its decompo- 
Sition by its inducing increased fertility, and of the mode by 
which nature, operating with feeble agents during a lengthened 
period of time, produces great results, it may be shown that it 
it is more readily decomposed than is generally admitted. 

“The most economical method of applying the marl will be 
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to cart it from the pits immediately into the fields to which it is 
to be applied ; to throw it into heaps at convenient distances for 
spreading, and then to put a small quantity of lime on each heap, 
which should remain exposed to the air for a longer time. In 
regard to the quantity to be applied,a variety of opinions exists; 
and hence, from 50 to 1,000 bushels per acre have been tried 
with and without success. A little attention to the theory of its 
operation will enable us to approximate to the true proportion. 
Its strong bases appear to act on the organic matter in the soil, 
and to combine with it; hence, it would be useless to apply a 
large quantity to a poor and light soil, for which 60 to 100 bush- 
els would suffice; but a clayey soil would be rendered looser 
by it; and as there is usuaily more organic matter present in 
such a case, from 100 to 200 may be employed with advantage. 
Where the land is already of good quality, from 200 to 500 may 
be used, according to its richness and tenacity. Many persons 
believe that because one kind of marl is inferior to another, a 
much larger quantity will be required ; but the truth is, that the 
differences, although important, are less so than is generally be- 
lieved, and should not lead to the employment of quantities 
greater than have just been enumerated. Notwithstanding the 
effects of mar] will be shown to be striking on ordinary, and 
even on very poor land, yet it is essential that the soil should 
contain a fair proportion of organic matter, in order to reap 
the highest benefit from it. Hence the failure of some experi- 
ments made with the green sand; for, although it stands supe- 
rior to lime in requiring the presence or addition of less organic 
manure, still the views offered to explain its mode of action 
show the necessity of some organic materials on which to 
operate, and this conclusion is strengthened by experience.” 
The chief value of the New-Jersey marl, when applied to 
light sandy soils, is known to consist in the potash and oxide 
of iron it contains. As compared with common unleached 
' wood ashes, it is thought to be equal in value, measure for 
measure. Visible effects are said still to be seen on farms which 
were marled 30 years ago. When used as a compost, at the 
6* 
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rate of 30 to 40 bushels of slacked lime to 300 or 400 bushels 
of marl to an acre, its action is more prompt, and consequently 
larger crops obtained ; but its fertilising effects, when thus ap- 
plied, are believed not to be felt generally beyond a period of 
15 years. Mixed with 300 lbs. of Peruvian guano and a ton 
and a half of the marl, it forms an excellent top-dressifig for 
an acre of grass or grain. 


a 


PHOSPHORITE, OR NATIVE PHOSPHATE OF LIME. 


Tus substance, commonly called apatite by mineralogists, 
occurs somewhat abundantly in various parts of the world, and 
is composed chiefly of phosphate of lime, which differs but 
slightly in its chemical constituents from the earth of bones. 
When pure, it consists of 


PERT sis yaistesnl ders: ore os hisiatedd, sictnnia tyson alesis ietere eimale aisles setarsiete 54.5 
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From the composition of this mineral, one would be led to 
expect that it would exert a favorable action on vegetation, 
which has been amply verified by experiments made by Spren- 
gel, of Germany, and particularly by Dr. Daubeny, professor 
of chemistry at Oxford, in England. From the reputed exist- 
ence of an extensive bed of phosphorite near Logrosan, in the 
province of Estramadura, in Spain, the latter-named gentleman 
was commissioned to examine the mine, in 1843, by the Royal 
Agricultural Society of England, to ascertain whether the min- 
eral could not be profitably imported into that country asa 
substitute for bones as a manure. The result was, that the 
expense of freight, inland transportation, and other charges 
would be too great to warrant the undertaking. He found that 
it existed in a bed or vein six or seven feet thick, of unknown 
depth, and occurred in one entire white, radiating, silky mass. 
He was allowed to dig, and carry away any quantity he liked, 
and accordingly obtained four mule loads of about 200 lbs. 
each, which he took to England, and made carefully-conducted 
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experiments with it in comparison with twelve other fertilisers 
or manures. The result uf these experiments may be found in 
the London Agricultural Gazette of April 4th, 1846, in which it 
will be seen that a given quantity of the phosphorite grew near- 
ly as large crops of turnips and grass as the same amount of 
bone manure; and Dr. D. now says, as the Spanish phosphorite, 
which appears to act so beneficially, is wholly destitute of or- 
ganic matter, it seems to follow that the more valuable portion 
and at least of what is applied to the land, when bones are 
scattered over it, is the phosphate of lime, and not, as some 
have supposed, the oil or gelatine. He found 81 per cent. of 
this phosphate in the substance, which he estimates to be equiv- 
alent to almost 76 per cent. of the earth of bones. 

From recent discoveries, it has been ascertained that this 
mineral exists in great abundance in some parts of the United 
States, and bids fair to supersede the use of bones, both on ac- 
count of its cheapness, and the facility with which it can be 
made applicable for the purposes of manure. At Crown Point, 
Lake Champlain, Essex county, New York, a mine was opened 
by Professor E. Emmons, of Albany, in 1850, which turned out 
to be a solid vein of phosphorite, eight feet thick, containing 92 
per cent. of phosphate of lime, associated with fluorine, chlo- 
rine, and the sulphurets of copper and iron. 

In the summer of the same year as above, Dr. Charles T. 
Jackson and Mr. Francis Alger, of Boston, discovered a valua- 
ble and extensive deposit of massive phosphorite near or at 
Hurdstown, Morris county, New Jersey, and but a few miles 
from the Morris Canal. The mineral is reputed to be perfectly 
pure, parcels of which have been distributed in various parts 
of this country as well as in England, for the purpose of expe- 
riment. In the neighborhood of the same locality, just within 
the confines of Sussex county, the New-Jersey Mining and Ex- 
ploring Company have opened the same or another vein of 
this substance, having, it is stated, a thickness of eight feet, 
extending more than two miles in“length, from which it is be- 
lieved an unlimited quantity of this phosphate can be supplied. 
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A sample of the mineral from the last-named locality, as 
analysed by Dr. Thomas Antisell, chemist to the American 
Agricultural Association, in the city of New York, yielded the 
following constituents In 100 parts :— 


Phosphate of Tae) 2.5.7. cas - wines lne la elelg ole atereielel elotave ABA PRE. 
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it may be ground to a powder and spread upon old grass 
lands, or dissolved in dilute sulphuric acid and applied to 
grain and turnip crops, at the rate of 1,000 to 1,200 pounds per 
acre; but, owing to its admixture with the rocks in which it 
eccurs, It Is necessary to analyse each parcel of the ground 
mineral, to ascertain the proportion of acid that is required for 
its decomposition. 


POTASH. 


PorasH, or potassa, the hydrated prot-oxide of potassium, is 
so called from being prepared for commercial purposes by 
evaporating to dryness in iron pots or kettles the lixivium, or 
ley, of wood ashes. When pure, the hydrate or fused potash is 
highly caustic, of a white color, melting at-any temperature 
above redness, assuming a crystalline appearance on cooling, 
but bearing the most intense heat without volatilising.* It has 


* A phenomenon or diffiulty occurs in this respect, which chemical authors have 
in vain tried to solve. Potash and soda, it is well known, abound in the young and 
herbaceous textures of trees and plants; and yet they thrive, and sometimes grow to 
gigantic dimensions in soils which contain a very small proportion of potash, and 
even in the crevices of calcareous rocks where there is not the smallest trace of it. 
Whence, then, do these plants and trees derive the alkali they contain? May not 
potash be a product of vegetation? May it not become volatile by some inexplica- 
bie process cf nature? Is it not posssible that gaseous principles may be united in 
such a manner that the result of their combination shall be unalterable by the pro 
cesses of chemists? These are points which science, in its present state, is not in a 
condition either to ascertain or disprove. 
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a great affinity for water, uniting with that fluid, forming a solid 
hydrate, which no hgat hitherto employed is capable of dis- 
uniting. It is highly deliquescent, rapidly attracting humidity 
from the air, and requiring half its weight of water for its solu- 
tion, evolving during the operation a considerable heat. KH ts 
also soluble in alcohol, decomposing ail animal substances, 
whether living or dead, and rapidly attracts carbonic acid from 
the air. The solution is highly alkaline, neutralising the strong- 
est acids, and changes vegetable blues to green. It also rapidly 
corrodes glass, containing much alkali or lead, and dissolves 
silica by the agency of heat, forming therewith the silicate of 
potash. In taste, it is intensely acrid, and when touched by 
the fingers, has a peculiar soapy feel, owing to its dissolving 
the cuticle, with which it forms a kind of soap. Potash does 
not occur in nature in this caustic or uncombined state, and 
as such is not known to exercise any direct influence upon 
natural vegetation. 

Potash is extensively distributed throughout the earth and its 
inhabitants, combined principally with carbonic, crenic, apo- 
crenic, citric, humic, nitric, oxalic, phosphoric silicic, sulphuric 
and tartaric acids. In the mineral kingdom, it occurs abun- 
dantly in mica, feldspar, lava, green sand, and in most, if not 
all aluminous clays. In plants and trees, it is also abundant, 
especially in the grasses and all kinds of grain. Hence, the 
reason why potash is regarded as a necessary food of plants, 
and why its beneficial influence is felt in general agricultural 
practice. It also forms one of the constituents of the urine, 
excrement, and numerous other parts of animals, as well as of 
the waters of the ocean and saline springs. But the chief 
source from which commercial potash is supplied, is the washed 
or lixiviated ashes of trees, especially of hemlock spruce, oaks, 
maples, hickories, birches, beeches, and elms, the potato haulm, 
and of other trees and plants. 

The quantity of potash contained in the crops of an acre, 
as given in their ash, is as follows, which shows their impover- 
ishing power, and the importance of supplying a comparatively 
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large quantity of this substance, in some form or other, to en- 
ter the roots of the plants :— 
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The use of potash, as a fertiliser, in the form of the ash of 
vegetables and trees, may be traced back to a very early pe- 
tiod. The old Roman farmers were well acquainted with pair- 
ing and burning, and burnt the stubble of their grain fields in 
order to enrich the succeeding crops, a practice also prevalent 
among the ancient Jews. Cato recommends the burning of the 
twigs and branches of trees, and spreading the ash on the land. 
The ancient Britons, according to Pliny, used to burn their 
wheat straw, and stubble, and spread the ashes over their 
fields. Similar practices in all civilised countries have ever 
since prevailed. 

The prot-oxide of potassium forms with acids the bases of 
a great number of salts, the principal of which that are ‘fa 
plied to the soil, as fertilisers, are as follows :— 

Carbonate of Potash—Impure or commercial carbonate of 
potassa commonly known by the names of “ potash” and: 
“pearlash,” is chiefly obtained in Russia and North America 
by lixiviating or washing the ashes of trees, especially of 
oaks, hickories, maples, and elms, in the last-named country, 
and evaporating the solution to dryness. The ash, first mixed 
with quicklime, is leached in barrels or conical tubs, and the 
clear solution being drawn off, is evaporated by boiling in 
large iron pots or kettles set in a furnace. When the fluid be- 
comes black, and of the consistence of thick molasses, it is 
subjected to the highest heat of a wood fire for some hours. 
By this means, much of the combustible matter is burned out. 
As soon as the fused matter becomes quiescent, it is dipped out 


MINERAL MANURES. 135 


witb iron ladles into iron pots, where it is left to congeal; it is 
then broken into pieces, and packed up in air-tight casks, in 
which state it constitutes the potash of commerce. 

Another method is, to transfer the black salts, or product of 
the first evaporation, from the kettles to a large oven or fur- 
nace, so constructed that the flame is made to play over the 
alkaline mass, which is continually stirred by means of an iron 
rod. The ignition is continued until the impurities are burned 
out, and the mass changes from black to a dirty or bluish white. 
The whole is then cooled, broken up, and packed in casks as 
above. This constitutes the pearlash of commerce, which is 
also an impure form of the carbonate of potash. When pot- 
ash or pearlash is dissolved in water, purified, and crystallised 
or evaporated to dryness, it becomes refined, and is a carbonate 
of potash sufficiently pure for most purposes in the art. 

When pure, it consists of 
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The American potash of commerce, when of a good quality, 
consists of the following ingredients :— 


Caustic Potassay 7 la. ate ve ee leleie ass wierace cornice elelatate 85.7 

. SSIPRALG: OL POUASSAs. oo aayerstalete om cisials «vlelela (etal clad « stsiolaisiare 15.4 

F Chloride of sodium,........... AOAC Gece EOS ts iene 2.0 
Parhonie Acta amd Wales): o\s\sd:<.0 sis sieisye s1ssstermin elulsleccios 11.9 

FAS OUD 1S THIAGTEN Suis arc cie ein, ss sielete nieid miohe <iesieiaie(s peta vise create 0.2 

115.2 


American pearlash, in the state it is usually brought to mar- 
ket, in 115 parts, consists of 


CAUSTLC POLASSHsia-cru lai spsieie ys wip! Calc aigia\erslelch- eietetads a luls ae ois arya 75.4 
Sulphate of potassa,........... Hossabrie eagdne wae sor 8.0 
Phioride of Sadun, 420). sis bare oe oe liews cieeatoe alc Rae 0.4 
Carbonic acid and water,......2essecccccee Skins a eat 30.8 
TrRBOMDIE ARETE sss: sia1a ey cisie oa asipicess ett cata smerny aint 0.6 


136 FOSSIL, SALINE AND 


The carbonate of potash has long been known to exercise a 
powerful influence on the growth of plants; and what has been 
said on the subject of “wood ashes” and “soaper’s waste,” 
which also contain other fertilising substances, it is to be under- 
stood that much of their immediate effects are due to the quan- 
tity of this salt they contain. When wood ashes and quick- 
lime are mixed together in artificial composts, it is not unlikely 
that a portion of the carbonate of potash may be rendered 
caustic, and, therefore, be more fit to act upon the vegetable 
matter in*contact with it, by rendering it soluble in water, 
and thus capable of entering the roots of plants. In the mean 
time, it is proper to remark, that if pearlash be mixed, as above 
prescribed, with half its weight of quicklime, and then boiled 
with less than 10 or 12 times its weight of water, a part of the 
potash only is rendered caustic, the lime being unable to de- 
prive the pearlash of its carbonic acid, unless it be largely di- 
luted. Hence, in dry composts, or mixtures of this substance 
with quicklime, it is unlikely that any. large portion of the pot- 
ash can be at once brought to the caustic state. This fact is 
really of importance in reference to the theory of the conjoined 
action of quicklime and wood or pearlashes, when mixed to- 
gether in artificial manures, and applied to the land. 

Chloride of Potassium—This is a compound of chlorine with 
potassium, which, in taste, properties, and general appearance, 
has much resemblance to common salt. It may be formed by 
dissolving pearlash in dilute muriatic acid, (spirit of salt,) as 
long as any effervescence appears, and afterwards evaporating 
to dryness. It exists in small quantity in sea water, in the ash 
of most plants, and frequently in the soil. It is not an article 
of manufacture, but is occasionally extracted from kelp, and 
sold to alum makers. Could it be easily and cheaply ob- 
tained, there is no doubt that it might be employed with advan- 
tage as a manure, and especially in those circumstances in 
which common salt has been found to promote vegetation. 
The refuse of soap boilers, where soap is made from kelp, 
contains a considerable quantity of this compound. This re- 
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fuse might be obtained at a cheap rate, and, therefore, might 
be usufully collected and applied to the aii where such works 
are established.—Johnston. 

Citrates and Tartrates of Potash—These salts exist in many 
fruits. The citrates abound in the orange, the lemon, and the 
lime. The tartrates,in the grape. When heated over a lamp, 
they are decomposed, and like the oxalates, leave the potash 
in the state of carbonate. In the interior of plants, both pot- 
ash and soda are most frequently combined with organic acids, 
(oxalic, citric, tartaric, &c.,) and the compounds thus formed 
are generally what chemists call acid salts; that is to say, 
they generally have a distinctly sour taste, redden vegetable 
-blues, and contain much more acid than is found to exist in 
certain other well-known compounds of the same acids with 
potash. 

The citrates and tartrates are not known to be formed in 
nature, except in the living plant, and as they are too expensive 
to be ever employed as manures, it is the less to be regretted 
that few experiments have yet been tried with the view of as- 
certaining their effect upon vegetation.—Johnsion. 

Crenate and Apocrenale of Potash—See cRENIC and APOCRENIC 
acips, under the head of “ Liquid Manures.” 

Nitrate of Potash—This substance,.which is commonly 
known under the names of “nitre” and “saltpetre,” is spon- 
taneously generated in the soil and on the walls of certain 
caves, owing to the action of the atmosphere, and crystallises_ 
on the surface in various parts of the world. It is also pro- 
duced artificially by exposing a mixture of calcareous soil and 
animal matter to the atmosphere, when nitrate of lime is slowly 
formed, and is extracted by lixiviation. The liquid is then de- 
composed by adding carbonate of potash, by which carbonate 
of lime is precipitated, and nitrate of potash remains in solu- 
tion. This salt is also contained in several plants, particularly 
in tobacco, the sunflower, beet root, and in the stalks of Indian 
corn; but it has not hitherto been found in any animal sub- 
stances. 
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When pure, saltpetre consists only of potash and nitric acid, 
combined in the following proportions :— | 


ATIC ACI a ctafeisis’> wte-e'e a.oisisleistaeieis grt t eee eseeeees 53.44 
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In this state, it does not become moist on exposure to the air. 
The nitrate of potash of commerce, however, more frequently 
contains muriates, sulphates, or calcareous salts. 

In combination with soda, saltpetre is found in deposits of 
considerable thickness in the district of Arica, in Northern 
Peru, from whence it is imported into this country, chiefly for 
the manufacture of nitric and sulphuric acids. More recently, 
its lower price has caused it to be extensively employed in 
British husbandry, especially as a top-dressing for grass lands. 
Like the acid itself, these nitrates of potash and soda, when 
present in large quantities, are injurious to vegetation. This is 
probably one cause of the barrenness of the district of Arica, 
in Peru, and of other countries, where, in consequence of the 
little rain that falls, the nitrous incrustations are accumulated 
upon the soil. In small quantity, they appear to exercise an 
important and salutary influence on the rapidity of growth, 
and on the amount of produce of many of the cultivated 
grasses. This salutary influence is to be ascribed, either in 
whole or in part, to the constitution and nature of the nitric 
acid which these salts contain. 

Saltpetre, however, is very soluble, and is a transient manure, 
especially when applied on very open soils. It is very service- 
able in retaining moisture, and a damp spot may be observed 
wherever a crystal of this salt has been. Jaid. It has been used 
at the rate of 50 to 100 lbs. to the acre as a top-dressing to 
grass, wheat, and other crops, for which it is regarded as more 
beneficial than either the phosphates or guano. fis effects are 
most marked on poor sandy soils, but they are not so apparent 
on lands that are very rich. 

Oxalates of Potash—These salts exist in the common and 
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wood sorrels, and in most of the other more perfect plants in 
which oxalic acid is known to exist. The salt of sorrel is the 
best known of these oxalates. This salt has an agreeable acid 
taste, and is not so poisonous as the uncombined oxalic acid. 

When this soil is heated over a lamp, the oxalic acid it con- 
tains is decomposed, and carbonate of potash is obtained. It 
is supposed that a great part of the potash extracted from the 
ashes of wood and of the stems of plants in general, in the 
state of a carbonate, existed as an oxalate in the living tree, and 
was converted into carbonate during the combustion of the 
woody fibre and other organic matter. This compound, there- 
fore, in all probability, performs an important part in the 
changes which take place in the interior of plants, though its 
direct agency in effecting their growth, when applied externally 
to their roots, has not hitherto been distinctly recognised. It 
is probably formed occasionally in farmyard manure, and in 
decaying urine and night soil, but nothing very precise is yet 
known on this subject.—Johnston. 

Phosphates of Potash—If, to a known weight of phosphoric 
acid, pearlash, (carbonate of potash,) be added as long as any 
effervescence appears, and the solution be then evapor ated, 
phosphate of potash is obtained. If to the solution, before 
evaporation, a second portion of phosphoric acid be added, 
equal to the first, and the water be then expelled by heat, bi- 
phosphate of potash will remain. One or other of these two 
salts is found in the ash of nearly all plants. It may be stated 
as certain that they are of the most vital importance not only 
in reference to the growth of plants themselves, but also to 
their nutritive qualities when eaten by animals for food. 

These phosphates are occasionally, perhaps very generally, 
present in the soil in minute quantities, and there is every rea- 
son to believe that, could they be applied in a sufficiently eco- 
nomical form, they would in many cases act in a most favor- 
able manner upon vegetation. They are contained in urine and 
other animal manures, and to their presence, a portion of the 
efficacy of these manures is to be ascribed.—Johnston. 
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Silicate of Potash—When finely-powdered quartz, flint, or 
sand is mixed with from one half to three times its weight of 
dry carbonate of potash or soda, and exposed to a strong heat 
in a crucible, it readily unites with the potash or soda, and 
forms a glass. This glass is a silicate or a mixture of two or 
more silicates of potash or soda. When pure, the silicate of 
potash contains of } 


SICIC ACIS: «bs iss sta Seicesia o adintel Solejerdiele Solea esas ramets 49.46 
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Silica combines with these alkalies in various proportions. 
If it be melted with much potash, the glass obtained will be 
readily soluble in water; if with little, the silicate, which is 
formed, will resist the action of water for any length of time. 
Window and plate glass contain much silicate of potash or 
soda. A large quantity of aikali renders these varieties of 
glass more fusible and more easily worked, but at the same 
time makes them more susceptible of corrosion or tarnish by 
the action of the air. 

The insoluble silicates of potash and soda exist alsc in many 
mineral substances. In feldspar and mica, they are present in 
considerable quantity. The former, (feldspar,) contains one 
third of its weight of an insoluble silicate of potash, consisting 
of nearly equal weights of potash and silica. Trap rocks, or 
green stone, abundant also in many parts of the world, often 
consist almost entirely of silicates. Among these, however, 
the silicates of potash and soda rarely exceed 5 or 6 per cent. 
of the whole rock, and sometimes they are entirely absent. In 
the green-sand marl of New Jersey, potash is combined with 
silica and iron, but their union is readily destroyed by the car- 
bonic acid of the soil and air, which rapidly forms the potash 
into a carbonate.- 

These insoluble silicates of potash and soda also exist in the 
stems and leaves of nearly all plants. They are abundant in 
the stems of the grasses, especially in the straw of the culti- 


MINERAL MANURES. 141 


vated grains, and form a large proportion of the ash which is 
left when these stems are burned. 

It is important to the agriculturist to understand the relation 
which the carbonic acid of the atmosphere bears to these 
alkaline silicates which occur in the mineral and vegetable 
kingdoms. Insoluble as they are in water, they are slowly de- 
composed by the united action of the moisture and carbonic 
acid of the air, the latter taking the potash or soda from the 
silica, and forming carbonates of these bases. In consequence 
of this decomposition, the rock disintegrates and crumbles 
down, whilst the soluble carbonate is washed down by the rains 
or mists, and is borne to the lower grounds to enrich the allu- 
vial and other soils, or is carried by the rivers to the sea. 

In some cases, as in the softer kinds of feldspar, this decom- 
position is comparatively rapid, while in others, it is exceed- 
ingly slow; but in all cases, the rock crumbles to powder long 
before the whole of the silicates are decomposed, so that the 
potash and soda are always present in greater or less quantity 
in granitic soils, and will thus continue to be separated from 
the decaying fragments of rock for an indefinite period of time. 
But the silica of the feldspar or mica, when thus deprived of 
the potash with which it is combined, is capable of being dis- 
solved in a smal] quantity _by pure water,and more largely bya 
solution of carbonate of potash or soda. Hence, the same rains 
or mists which dissolve the alkaline carbonates so slowly 
formed, take up a portion of the silica, and convey it in a state 
of solution to the soils or to the rivers. Thus, with the excep- 
tion of the dews and rains, which fall directly from the heavens, 
few of the supplies of water by which plants are refreshed and 
fed, ever reach their roots entirely free from silica, in a form in 
which it can readily enter into their roots, and be appropriated 
to their nourishment. 

In the farm yard and the compost heap, where vegetable 
matters are undergoing Cecomposition, the silicates they con- 
tain undergo similar decompositions, and, by similar chemical 
changes, their silica is rendered soluble, and thus fitted, when 
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mixed with the soil, again to minister to the wants, and aid the 
growth of new races of living vegetables.—Johnsion. 

Sulphate of Potash.—This compound is formed by adding 
pearlash to dilute sulphuric acid, (oil of vitriol,) as long as effer- 
vescence appears, and then evaporating the solution. Itisa 
white saline substance, sparingly soluble in water, and has a 
disagreeable bitterish taste. It exists in considerable quantity 
in wood ashes and in the ash of nearly all plants, and is one of 
the most abundant impurities in the common potash and pearl- 
ash of the shops. This sulphate itself is not an article of exten- 
sive manufacture, but exists in common alum to the amount of 
upwards of 18 per cent. of its weight. When pure, it contains of 
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Dissolved in 100 times its weight of water, the sulphate of 
potash has been found to act favorably on red clover, vetches, 
beans, peas, &c.,and part of the effect of wood ashes on plants 
of this kind is to be attributed to the sulphate of potash they 
contain. ‘Turf ashes are also said to contain this salt in variable 
quantity, and to this is ascribed a portion of their efficacy, also, 
when applied to the land. The black salts which remain in 
potash kettles during the manufacture of pot and pearl ashes, 
consist of impure sulphates of potash, which, when applied to 
bones, decompose them very rapidly. The bones may be broken 
up coarsely, and then boiled in the saturated solution of these 
black salts until they fall to powder, after whiéh, the whole 
mass may be composted with swamp or pond muck or mould. 


COMMON SALT. 


Tus useful substance, known also by the names of chloride 
of sodium and muriate of soda, occurs abundantly in nature, and 
when pure, is composed of chlorine and sodium, combined in 
the following proportions :— 

Chilloriney. 2.54.0 tiv5e0 HE es. Faas oeeue 60.34 
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Massive rock salt has a vitreous lustre; but is jot so brittle 
as nitre. It is nearly as hard as alum, a little harder than gyp- 
sum, and softer than calcareous spar. When pure, it is usually 
colorless, translucent, and even transparent. On exposure to 
heat, it commonly decrepitates, or crackles with a noise. Ac- 
cording to M. Guy Lussac, 100 parts of water at 57° F. dissolve 
3581, parts of salt; at 624°, 3522 parts; at 140°, 37,4 parts; and 
at 2294°, 401° parts of salt. 

It is well known that common salt has been employed in all 
ages and in all countries for the purposes of promoting vege- 
tation; and yet, perhaps, it would be difficult to name any 
other substance in the catalogue of modern fertilisers that the 
powers of which have been subject to so much controversy, 
and even doubted and denied as exercising any beneficial ef- 
fects to the crops to which it has been applied. Notwithstand- 
ing this, there is abundance of evidence in the writings of old 
authors that it destroyed weeds and worms, and rendered grass 
and herbage sweeter and more palatable to stock. Allusion is 
also made to its fitness or unfitness, as a fertiliser, in Luke, xiv. 
34, 35; and Virgil reprobates a salt soil. In 1653, Sir Hugh 
Pratt, of England, speaks of salt as a’fertiliser, and details the 
result of a very successful experiment on a “ patch of ground,” 
at Clapham. The old English gardeners were well aware that 
the brine of pickling tubs, when poured over heaps of weeds, 
not only killed them, even every seed and every grub, but that 
these heaps were then converted into so many parcels of most 
excellent mauure, the good effects of which, especially upon 
potatoes and carrots, were very apparent and marked. It was 
well known, too, that a single grain of salt placed upon an 
earth worm speedily destroyed it; that if brine were poured 
upon grass land, all the earth worms were immediately ejected 
from the spot; and that if it were sprinkled over a part of the 
grass, to this salted portion all the deer, sheep, and horses which 
fed upon it, constantly preferred that spot to any other part of 
the field. 

Native chloride of sodium, whether obtained from the waters 
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of the ocean, from saline lakes, from salt springs, or mineral 
masses, is never perfectly pure. The foreign substances pres- 
ent in it vary according to its origin and qualities. ‘These are 
principally the sulphates of lime, magnesia, soda, muriates of 
magnesia and potash, bitumen, oxide of iron, clay in a state 
of diffusion, &c. Common salt may also be detected in nearly 
al] soils, and is found in the ash of most, if not all plants, but 
more especially, and in large quantity, in the ashes of marine 
plants (kelp). 

The following table shows the composition of various sam- 
ples of Onondaga and foreign salt in 1,000 parts, as given in the 
Natural History of the State of New York :— 
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The fertilising and injurious properties of salt, when applied 
to land, and its action on various substances may be compre- 
hended under the following heads :— 

1, Administered in small proportions, it promotes the decom- 
position both of animal and vegetable matter, a fact first made 
known by Sir John Pringle and Dr. McBride. Salt, therefore, 
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when applied in moderate quantity, promotes the rapid disso- 
lution of the animal and vegetable remains, existing in all cul- 
tivated soils, and when employed as a manure, it is exposed. to 
the action of a very dilute solution of rain water and dews, and 
very probably is absorbed as food by the roots of plants, and 
decomposition afterwards takes place in their organs. One 
thing is certain, chemical facts are at variance with the decom- 
position of minute quantities of common salt by the carbonate 
of ammonia, contained in rain water and dews, and its entire 
fixation by this carbonate at all ; yet, this in no way diminishes 
the value of salt applied as a manure. 

2. Applied in large quantity, it is well known that common 
salt is destructive to vegetation, and in producing complete. 
sterility in the soil. For, among Eastern nations, from time 
immemorial, when a conquered city was condemned to desola- 
tion, it was sown in large quantities about the ruins and their 
vicinity, proclaiming the will of the destroyer, and announcing 
that the country should remain uninhabitable, without cultiva- 
‘tion, and devoted to eternal sterility. When applied in excess 
to the apple, the cherry, the plum, apricot, poplars, beeches, 
willows, and elms, their. leaves usually speedily perish afier 
they put out, and the trees soon die. On the contrary, some 
species of the oak, the mulberry, the pear, the peach, and other 
trees with deep roots, do not suffer from its application; neither 
do asparagus, onions, celery, &c., which even grow more lux- 
uriantly from its effects. But grapes, apples, and gooseberries 
contract a salt taste, which often renders them unfit for use. 

When very strong solutions of common salt and carbonate 
of ammonia are mixed at low temperature, they slowly and 
imperfectly decompose each other, forming bi-carbonate of 
soda and muriate of ammonia, whilst a portion of the ammonia 
is set free. The bi-carbonate of soda being almost insoluble 
in the solution of muriate of ammonia may be separated, and 
obtained pure, whilst the muriate of ammonia may be obtained. 
by evaporating the solution, and separating it from undecom- 


posed common salt and free ammonia. If, instead of separa- 
7 
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ting the two substances, a quantity of water be added, the bi- 
carbonate of ammonia dissolves, and the two salts re-decompose 
each other, common salt and carbonate of ammonia being 
formed. In the same way, if solutions of carbonate or bi-car- 
bonate of soda be mixed with a solution of muriate of ammo- 
nia, they mutually decompose each other, and form carbonate 
of ammonia and common salt. This holds true, however, only 
when the solutions are highly concentrated ; if dilute, no such 
changes takes place. 

3. Common salt renders certain soils more susceptible of ab- 
sorbing moisture from the air, a property of the first import- 
ance, since those soils which absorb the greatest proportion of 
water from the atmosphere are always the most valuable to 
the cultivator, affording him at the same time one of the best 
methods of judging of the productiveness of his land. No 
doubt salt keeps the soil cool as well as moist. Therefore, it is 
injurious on heavy or wet undrained lands, making them 
damper and colder, and thereby causing delay in vegetation. 

4. When sprinkled over dunghills, or over the manure in the 
barnyard, twice or three times a week, about the thickness of 
barley or oat sowing, salt has a tendency to check the escape 
of the carbonate cf ammonia, caused by the ordinary heat of 
the dung, and thereby prevent an undue fermentation, particu- 
larly if incorporated with it when the manure is laid up in heaps. 
It has also a tendency to destroy the small seeds that escape 
from the barns and stables, as well as living insects, thus pre- 
venting much mischief in being carried out into the fields. 

5. Salt preserves vegetables from injury by sudden tran- 
Sitions in the temperature of the air; for it is well known that 
brine freezes at a temperature 43° F. below that of common 
water; that salted soils do not freeze so readily as those con- 
taining no salt; and that it also preserves crops of turnips, cab- 
bages, &c., from injury by the frost, is equally well established. 

6. Salt not only acts on vegetation as a stimulant, but serves, 


as has been shown, to be a direct constituent, or food, of some 
kinds of plants. 
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Applied to grain crops, on light soils, at the rate of 500 or 
600 lbs. to the acre, salt increases the produce of seed, and 
very much improves its.weight and quality per bushel. It also — 
tends to protect wheat from the attacks of wireworms, mildew, 
and rust. With regard to the destruction of vermin by means 
of salt, it may ‘be safely asserted that there is, perhaps, no 
agricultural use of it more undoubted. The effect, too, is direct, 
and the result immediately apparent. For this purpose, from 
5 to 10 bushels are sufficient. The farmer need be under no 
apprehension that the salt will destroy his crop, for 20 bushels 
per acre may be applied to young wheat with perfect safety. 

On grass lands and clover, salt has a very good effect, rend- 
ering the herbage much more palatable to stock, and serves to 
destroy some kinds of weeds and worms. It has been em- 
ployed at the rate of 6 to 16 bushels per acre, and where the 
primary object has been the destruction of old turf, even 30 
or 40 bushels have been successfully applied to the same quan- 
tity of land. 

With potatoes, numerous experiments have been made with 
salt as a manure, which have been attended with varying suc- 
cess. In one instance, where ten different manures were used, 
with only one exception, it proved superior to them all. 

Mangold wurtzel, manured with salt mixed with farmyard 
dung, grows luxuriantly, which is obviously a suitable manure, 
as the ash of this plant contains from 33 to 50 per cent. of com- 
mon salt. 

Applied to turnips, with barnyard manure, on a light soil, salt 
is equally beneficial. The quantity to be used may vary from 
1,000 to 1,200 lbs. per acre. 

In the garden, salt has been employed for numerous pur- 
poses ; most commonly on lawns, at the rate of 10 bushels per 
acre, to prevent “ worm casts ;” and on gravel walks, at the rate 
of 20 to 40 bushels to the acre to kill weeds. It may be em- 
ployed in horticulture, however, as a fertiliser, with decided ad- 
vantage and effect. In a soil composed of the following ingre- 
dients, experimented upon by Mr. George Johnson, at Great 
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Totham, in England, with various garden vegetables, the results 
were given as below :— 
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WINDSOR BEANS. 
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There is little doubt, but salt might be much more extensive- 
ly employed by the florist than it is at present. Mr. Thomas 
Hogg, of Paddington, near London, says: “I am of the opinion 
that the numerous bulbous tribes of amaryllidacez, especially 
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those from the Cape of Good Hope, ixias, alliums, which in- 
clude onions, garlic, shalots, &c., anemones, various species of 
the lily, antholyza, colchicum, crinum, cyclamens, narcissus, 
iris, gladiolus, ranunculus, scilla, and many others, should 
either have salt or sea sand in the mouid used for them. I in- 
variably use salt as an ingredient in my composts for carna- 
tions, a plant which, like wheat, requires a substantial soil, and 
all the strength and heat of the summer to bring it to perfec- 
tion; and I believe I might say, without boasting, that few ex- 
cel me in blooming that flower.” 

With regard to the mixing of salt with ‘adker manures, this more 
appropriately comes under the head of “Compound and Home- 
stead Manures.” Common salt, however, when mixed with 
quicklime, in the proportion of 100 lbs. of salt to 300 lbs. of 
lime, decomposition takes place, and the soda of the salt is 
brought into a caustic state, while the lime is converted into 
chloride of calcium, and a manure is formed of a most power- 
ful description. But those who try the effect of this compound, 
it would be well for them to attend carefully to the following 
directions, and not, as some farmers have done, use the mixture 
immediately, before decomposition has taken place :—After the 
salt and lime have been well incorporated together, in a dry 
state, the mixture should be allowed to remain two or three 
months undisturbed, and then applied at the rate of 35 to 60 
bushels to the acre, either by sowing it broadcast, or mixing it 
with earth, and spread it the usual way. It is important to 
give the mixture time, as the decomposition proceeds very 
slowly, and is not to be hastened by any simple process. 

Salt, mixed with soot, is often recommended as an excellent 
manure, and mentioned as an instance of the decomposition of 
the former by the carbonate of ammonia contained in the lat- 
ter; there is no need, however, to suppose any decomposition 
to have taken place to explain the beneficial effects of such a 
mixture. When plants are manured with ammoniacal salts, 
they grow with increased vigor, their roots increase rapidly, a 
larger supply of inorganic matter is required, and if this is 
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withheld from them, they do not flourish. When inorganic 
manures are employed, plants acquire increased powers of ab- 
sorbing ammonia; and when manured with salts of ammonia, 
they acquire increased powers of absorbing inorganic matter. 
Hence, the best manures are those in which both classes of sub- 
stances are supplied at the same time; and hence, it would be 
reasonable to expect that salt and soot applied together, would 
produce a more powerful effect than either alone, except in 
soils rich in alkaline or ammeniacal saits. 

The mixture of salt and soot, wiien applied to certain plants, 
produces the most remarkable effects, especially when trenched 
into the ground prepared for carrots. Mr. G. Sinclair, of Eng- 
land, found that, when the soil, unmanured, produced 23 tons 
of carrots per acre, the same soil fertilised with a mixture of 
only 64 bushels of salt, with an equal quantity of soot, yielded 
40 tons per acre. It has also been found that a mixture of 
these substances is equally beneficial as a top-dressing for 
wheat. Mr. Cartwright, an English gentleman, who experi- 
mented with these fertilisers, states that, when the soil without 
any addition, yielded 157 bushels of potatoes per acre, by 
dressing the same land with a mixture of 30 bushels of soot 
with 8 bushels of salt, caused it to produce 240 bushels per acre. - 

Common salt, when mixed with muriate of ammonia, (sal 
ammoniac,) and applied to grass lands, is attended with the 
best results. This deserves the attention of farmers, especially 
as this mixture is cheap, and but little skill is required by the 
person who uses it. The quantity of each, to be applied to an 
acre, is about 200 lbs. 


SALTPETRE, OR NITRE. 


SALTPETRE, or nitre, is described as NITRATE of POTASH, under 
the head of “ Potash.” 


SAND. 


Pure sand, or silex, is the earth of flints or quartz, and in its 
simple state, is incapable of retaining moisture or promoting 
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vegetation ; but when clay, marl, loam, or other soil, possessing 
adhesive qualities, are mingled with it,a sandy soil may be 
cultivated with advantage. Or, when sand is added to stiff 
clayey lands, their texture is greatly improved; but where 
oiher materals are at hand, as lime, marl, chalk, or any other 
kind of calcareous matter, they would be far preferable. 
Gravelly soils are very similar in their nature to the sandy, 
and should be treated very nearly in the same manner. In 
practice. however, much less expense is incurred, and more 
benefit received, by adding clay to a sandy soil, than adding 
sand to aclayey one. It would require perhaps from 6 to 10 
times the quantity of sand to diminish the adhesion of the lat- 
ter, than it would of clay to consolidate the former. 

Sea sand forms a much more valuable manure than the va- 
riety above described, wherever it can economically be ob- 
tained in sufficient abundance. Its quality, however, is not 
always the same; but that which most abounds in shells, or 
their fragments, is always regarded as the best. 

Sea sand is useful in all sorts of soils, and may be laid on 
at all reasons of the year; but, like lime, it requires to be kept 
as near to the surface as possible, as it is apt to sink deep into 
the earth, especially wherever the soil is hungry or light. It 
is particularly valuable for clayey lands, rendering them stiff 
and adhesive, and increasing at the same time their fertility. 

Sea sand may also be used with advantage in most com- 
pounds, and greatly adds to the value of the compost heap. In 
whatever way it is applied, it will, in fact, be found beneficial, 
unless the soil be of a loose and sandy nature, requiring adhe- 
sive applications or clay. The sooner the sand is applied to 
the land, or the compost heap, the better it will be. When 
carted directly from the shore, it contains more or less salt, 
which is of itself a valuable manure, but which is chiefly lost, 
if the sand be allowed to lie exposed to the action of the 
weather for a considerable time. 

Limestone sand and gravel, as well as those derived from the 
decay or wearing down of granitic and other rocks, are not 
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without their value and fertilising effects, when applied in the 
manner as described above; but as they are treated of in other 
parts of this work, it is needless to discourse upon them here. 


GREEN SAND. 


For a description of this substance, see GREEN-SAND MARL, 
under the head of “ Marl.” 


SILICA, SILEX, OR SILICIC ACID. 


Sica, or the prot-oxide of silicum, which is more familiarly 
known under the names of quartz, flint, rock crystal, pure 
sand, or silicious earth, occurs in great abundance in nature, 
and may be easily obtained by first igniting to a red heat any 
of the above-named substances, and then throwing them into 
water, by which means they are readily reduced to a pow- 
der. It is insoluble in water and all the acids, with the excep- 
tion of the hydrofluoric, by which it is dissolved. It is also 
dissolved by the fixed alkalies, in consequence of which, it 
seems to possess the properties of an acid, and hence has been 
called silicic acid, and consists of 
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In the cold, this substance is inactive, but at a white heat, 
forms an exceedingly active acid, combining with bases, and 
displacing most other acids, except the phosphoric and boracic. 

The silicates are nearly all insoluble in pure water; glass 
and common earthenware are specimens of silicates, but they 
gradually decay in the presence of acids, and of carbonic acid 
and water. But the compounds of silicic acid, with two or 
three times its weight of carbonate of potash or soda, are solu- 
ble silicates, and have been recommended as manures for grain 
crops, which always contain a large amount of this acid in 
their stems, leaves,and husks. Most of the minerals and rocks 
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of <he earth are silicates, this acid forming from one quarter to 
one third of its entire solid mass. 

The stores of potash, soda. lime, and magnesia in the soil, 
which supply plants with saline matters, are often in the form 
of silicates; these are slowly decomposed under the influence 
of the carbonic acid of the air, or from decaying vegetable 
matter, which converts them into soluble carbonates, whereby 
they gain access to the plants. 


SHALE, OR DECOMPOSED SLATE. 


Suates and slates, it is well known, may be employed, under 
favorable circumstances, as manures, as many of them readily 
decompose by the action of the weather, rains, dews, and 
frosts. This, however, depends much upon the mineral ingre- 
dients, and the facility with which they disintegrate or decom- 
pose. Those which are highly calcareous may be employed 
with advantage, like those at Marcellus, in the state of New 
York, while those containing alkalies may be used with good 
effect in composting with peat, lime, &c. 

Professor Emmons gives the analyses of the shales and slates 
of the state of New York and other places agreeably to the 
following table :— 
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SODA. 


Sopa, hydrate of soda, or the prot-oxide of sodium, when 
pure, resembles potassa, and like that salt, possesses alkaline 
and other properties, but less powerful. It consists of a white 
brittle mass, of fibrous texture, melting at any heat above red- 
ness, having a most corrosive taste and action upon animal 
matter, dissolving readily both in water and alcohol, attracting 
carbonic acid when exposed to the atmosphere, but scarcely 
any water, and falling thereby into an efflorescent carbonate. 
With tallow, oils, wax, and rosin, it forms soap. It also dis- 
solves hair, wool, silk, horn, alumina, silica, sulphur, and some 
of the metallic sulphurets. It contains of 
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Soda is constantly found as one of the essential ingredients 
in the ash of plants, performing, in the economy of vegetation, 
the same functions as potash. In the animal kingdom, it occurs 
abundantly as a silicate, but especially in the form of a chlo- 
ride of sodium (common salt). The nitrate, (cubic nitre,) 
which is an important manure, is obtained in abundance, par- 
ticularly in Atacama and Taracapa, in Peru, where it is found 
in immense deposits. Soda is also extracted from the ashes of 
salsola and salicornia on the south coasts of France and 
Spain, in Portugal and the Canary Islands, as well as from 
those of the fuci of Holland and the northern coast of France. 
The crude soda obtained from the former is called “barilla,” 
and that resulting from the latter is known by the name of 
“varac” (kelp). 

Soda, like lime and potash, is applied to the land, as a fertil- 
iser, in several combinations, and in a variety of forms, some 
of them natural and others artificially prepared, the nature, 
composition, and application of which are as follows :— 

Carbonate of Soda.—The carbonate «* soda of commerce oc- 
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curs in various states, in crystals, lumps, or in crude powder 
called “soda ash.” Ityexists in small quantities in certain min- 
eral waters, and frequently occurs in slender needles upon 
damp walls, produced by the action of lime upon the common 
salt present inthe mortar. In the province of Sukena, in Africa, 
is a mineral stratum of sesqui-carbonate of soda, of such thick- 
ness as to allow it to be employed as a building stone. It con- 
tains 37 per cent. of soda,38 per cent. of carbonic acid, and 24 
per cent. of sulphate of soda, the remainder being water. In 
Mexico and South America, mineral carbonate of soda is also 
extracted from the earth in great abundance, sometimes known 
under the name of urao. But the carbonate of soda is more 
frequently obtained by lixiviating the ashes of marine plants, 
or by exposing the sulphate of soda in combination with lime 
and sawdust to the action of strong heat. It may also be ob- 
tained by dissolving common salt in water, with litharge and 
chalk. Carbonate of soda, when pure, dissolves in 2 parts of 
cold water, and in less than its own weight in that which is 
hot. When dry, it contains of “ 
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In a crystallised state, 100 parts are constituted as follows :— 
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The dry soda ash, or crude carbonate of soda, produced from 
the decomposition of common salt, such as is commonly em- 
ployed for agricultural purposes, contains of 
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Soda ash, applied at the rate of 100 lbs. per acre, will be 
found beneficial to barley, oats, beans, earrots, and celery, as 
well as for the destruction of insects, and the restoration of the 
plants by means of its application, after suffering from their 
ravages. Its effects also continue to the subsequent crops. 

Bi-Carbonate of Soda—This salt is contained in solution in 
the waters of many lakes, streams, and springs, in various parts 
of the worid. When pure, it consists of 
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There can be no doubt that the waters of such springs are 
fitted to promote the fertility of pasture lands, to which they 
may be applied either by artificial irrigation, or by the spon- 
taneous flow from their natural outlets. In such cases, the 
springs may be expected to contain some alkaline or other 
natural ingredients, which the soil is unable to supply to the 
plants that grow upon it, either in sufficient abundance, or with 
sufficient rapidity—Johnston. 

Caustic Soda.—When a solution of the common carbonate of 
soda of the shops is boiled with quicklime, it is deprived of its 
carbonic acid, and like the carbonate of potash, is brought into 
the caustic state, in which it destroys animal and vegetable 
substances, and, unless very dilute, is injurious to animal and 
vegetable life. When common salt is mixed with quicklime in 
compost heaps, it is deprived by the lime of a portion of its 
chlorine, and is partially converted into this caustic soda. The 
action of the soda, in this state, is similar to that of caustic pot- 
ash. Not only does it readily supply soda to the growing plant, 
to which soda is necessary, but it also acts upon certain other 
substances that the plants require, so as to render them sol- 
uble, and to facilitate their entrance into the roots. To the 
presence of soda, in this caustic state, the efficacy of such com- 
posts of common salt and lime in promoting vegetation, is in 
part to be ascribed. 
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Chioride of Sodium.—This substance is described under the 
head of common saALt, which see. 

Crenate and Apocrenate of Soda—See cRenic and APOCRENIC 
acips, under the head of “ Liquid Manures.” 

Nitrate of Soda.—Nitrate of soda, which is also known by the 
names of “cubic nitre,” and “cubic petre,” is chiefly obtained 
from Peru, where immmense deposits of it occur in thick strata, 
in Atacama and Taracapa. It consists of 
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and is very soluble and deliquescent, requiring but 3 parts of 
water, at 60° F., for solution. It may be applied to land pre- 
cisely in the same manner as saltpetre, and with similar effects. 

As there is but little evidence of this salt entering into the 
composition of our common cultivated crops, there is but a 
slight probability of its being a direct food of the plants to 
which it is usually applied. The only common exception is 
that of barley, in which a minute portion of this nitrate is 
found to exist. Its application, as well as that of saltpetre, to 
grass, renders it much more attractive to live stock, which, if 
turned into the field only partially manured with either, will 
almost invariably resort to those parts of the land dressed with 
these salts. This is one argument in favor of the conclusion 
that they are absorbed in minute quantities by the crops to 
which they are applied. 

The efiect of cubic nitre, as a fertiliser for heavy soils, ap- 
pears to be rather more favorable than that of saltpetre. Yet, 
it is stated that, in a majority of cases, both of these salts have 
been found much more valuable as top-dressings for light lands 
than for stiff, heavy soils. It is also a very valuable manure 
for light lands, exhausted by repeated croppings, particularly 
on soils that have been over manured with lime. 

As nitrogen is of great advantage to the cereal grains ap- 
plied in the form of, or rather in coujunction with, saline matter, 
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those substances richest in this element have the most ben- 
eficial action on the crop. Hence, nitrate of soda and sulphate 
and muriate of ammonia are superior in their effects to nitrate 
of potash. They give a deeper green to the plants, and, year 
after year, are more to be depended upon in the production of 
luxuriant and healthy growth. 

Applied to barley or oats, broadcast, at the rate of 140 lbs. 
per acre, finely divided as possible, soon after the young plants 
begin to show themselves above ground, the nitrate of soda is 
attended with most excellent effects. The clover, also, which, 
in many instances, is sown with barley, is benefitted by the ap- 
plication of this salt in a marked degree. 

It has been observed, too, that the effect of cubic nitre upon 
young wheat piants, when applied on clayey soils, at the rate 
of 140 lbs. per acre, as well as those which are sandy, has 
been excellent, not only in producing a very deep-green color, 
but in showing a considerable rankness of growth. 

Applied to Swedish turnips and potatoes, at the rate of 
168 lbs. per acre, this salt causes the roots or tubers to be much 
finer, richer, and more productive than those growing near them 
not thus dressed. But from trials made with the same propor- 
tions, on mangold wurzel, carrots, spinach, cauliflowers, aspa- 
ragus, and onions, but very little, if any difference will be ob- 
served between those thus manured, and those which are not. 

Phosphates of Soda.—When the common soda of the shops is 
added to a solution of phosphoric acid in water, till efferves- 
cence ceases, and the solution is evaporated to dryness, phos- 
phate of soda is formed, and by the subsequent addition of as 
much more phosphoric acid—bi-phosphate. When pure, the 
phosphate of soda contains of 
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These salts occur more or less abundantly in the ash of nearly 
all plants; they are occasionally also detected in the soil, and 
one or other of them is almost always present in urine and 
other animal manures. As we know from theory that these 
compounds must be grateful to plants, we are justified in ascrib- 
ing a portion of the efficacy of animal manures, in promoting 
the growth of vegetables, to the presence of these phosphates, 
as well as to that of the phosphates of potash. They are not 
known to occur in the mineral kingdom in any large quantity, 
neither are they articles of manufacture. Hence, their direct 
action upon vegetation has not hitherto been made the subject 
of separate experiment. 

Silicate of Soda.—See stuicaTEs of PoTasH and sopa, under 
the head of “ Potash.” 

Sulphate of Soda—Sulphate of soda, or Glauber’s salt, is 
usually manufactured from common salt by pouring upon it 
diluted sulphuric acid, (oil of vitriol,) and applying heat. Mu- 
riatic acid, (spirit of salt,) is given off in the form of vapor, and 
sulphate of soda remains behind. It may also be prepared, 
though less economically, by adding the common soda of the 
shops to diluted sulphuric acid as long as any effervescence ap- 
pears. When pure, in a dry state, it contains of 


SSE VAAN LC LCG apart ela) nin faded celal nn et efeteVatelslaleteisia)</=ieieieinisys 56.18 
SSG sles aloielatei cle''elptainy o\eiereie ie sieinleze:sialetarelslstata’siisslateinisierete ois 43.82 
100.00 


This well-known salt is met with in variable quantity in the 
ashes of nearly all plants, and is diffused in minute proportion 
through most soils. The beneficial effect which it has been 
observed to exercise on the growth, especially of such plants 
as are known to contain a considerable portion of sulphuric 
acid, is very apparent in red clover, vetches, peas, &c. And 
as this salt can be obtained ata low price, in the dry state, it 
has been recommended to the practical farmer as likely to be 
extensively useful as a manure fo/ certain crops and on certain 
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soils. The kind of crops and soils have as yet, mn great meas- 
ure, to be determined by practical trials. 

Sulphuret of Sodinm.—When sulphate of soda is mixed with 
sawdust, and heated in a furnace, the oxygen of the salt is sepa- 
rated, and sulphuret of sodium is produced. By a similar 
treatment, sulphate of potash is converted into sulphuret of po- 
tassium. These compounds consist of sulphur and metallic 
sodium or potassium only. They do not occur extensively in 
nature, and are not manufactured for sale ; but there is reason 
to believe that they would materially promote the vegetation of 
such plants as contain much sulphur in combination with pot- 
ash or soda. The sulphuret of sodium is present in variable 
quantity in the refuse lime of the alkali works, and might be 
expected to aid the other substances of which it chiefly con- 
sists, in contributing to the more rapid growth of pulse and 
clover crops. 


SOOT. 


Tus is a complicated and variably-mixed substance, usually 
produced by the combustion of wood and of mineral coal. Its 
composition, and consequently its effects, as a fertiliser, must 
vary with the nature and quality of the fuel, and the manner 
in which it is burned, as well as with the height and structure 
of the chimney or apparatus in which it is collected. The 
following is an analysis made in 1826, by Braconnot, which 
obviously relates to the soot of a wood fire, and is, besides, be- 
hind the present state of chemical knowledge. It was found 
to consist, in 1,000 parts, of 


EUEMICACLE? 322 o,,'s c'ea o ealetninie edaere oydieledistme sme aaa eR ee 302.0 

A reddish-brown soluble substances, containing nitro- 200.0 a 
gen, and yielding ammonia when heated,.......... H 

NSD OME Sof jar art eds /Sis) ules ciaselevathinr steieinloka eeee pee mee tetera 5.0 

Carbonate of lime, with a trace of magnesia, (proba- 146.6 
bly derived in part from the sides of the chimney,). ; 

Acetate, OfslimMey.....:.:0) cto Crpcctas see vee ane 56.5 

Sulphate’of lime,; (Cy Psa, )n\s<c vse pees rieateerees\ack eats 50.0 


Acetate of "Malnesiays.: [hc “in ete caves - hele slncae yee 2.0 
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Phosphate of lime, with a trace of iron,............++. 15.0 
Chloridelof; potassiunas i, osasc/rclsdiebisicis ale alsivied na studs mie 3.6 
ACHALG OF) DOTS ys cisixlnig nin Sivncicle cine dels ©'any «meas 4 41.0 
ACOLALS OF AMMONIA. ae veleie stares Nem aide eiecom seta ce isers s 2.0 
SOMCHy, (SUNN Vina rie dcio hs ictal sininte ¢piard de ale mialn Wiel <teln/siersp's 9.5 
Charcoalipowd bry acs aian)< placieierctarieatereeivrersl ot 24 vinlais aleye sieve 38.5 
WAEOR a Nas rime sdb hi ore sitet Sco aaa Gene OS Ge nie nein ma 125.0 

1000.0 


As the soot of fire wood is somewhat limited in its supply, 1 
shall confine the remainder of my remarks on this subject to 
that produced from mineral coal, which, with little exertion on 
the part of chimney sweeps, cooks, &c., in cities and large towns, 
could be obtained in considerable quantities, and sold to farm- 
ers for manure. 

The composition of the soot of mineral coal will vary, of 
course, with the kind of coal used for fuel, and with the cir- 
cumstances under which it is burned. From whatever variety 
it is derived, it will contain a number of organic as well as in- 
organic bodies, including a considerable proportion of the coal 
ashes, which have been carried up and lodged in the chimney 
by the draught. One of its most prominent ingredients is the 
large amount of ammonia it contains. Besides this, it yields 
the phosphates, sulphates, carbonates, and chlorides of lime, 
potash, soda, iron, and of magnesia, which are the principal 
inorganic ingredients, and show that soot is quite a powerful 
manure. 

The source of the*ammonia, unquestionably is to be sought 
for chiefly in the nitrogen present in the coal, if bituminous in 
its character. The proportions of this ingredient vary, ac- 
cording to Professor Johnston, from }th of 1 per cent. to 2 per 
cent. of the whvle weight of the coal. Ammonia, however, 
may also be formed from the nitrogen of the air as it passes 
through the red-hot cinders of the fire. 

Some kinds of mineral coal contain from 4 of 1 per cent. to 
3 per cent., and even more of sulphur. As this consumes and 
ascends the flue, part of it, at least is expected to be found in 
some form or other in the soot. From this circumstance, the 
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economical value of this fertiliser to the farmer depends in a 
great degree upon the sulphate of lime, (gypsum,) as well as 
upon the sulphate of ammonia it contains. The properties of 
these salts, however, vary; but the latter often amounts to as 
much as 10 per cent. of the whole weight of the soot, and may 
even rise’to as high as 30 per cent. of crystallised sulphate of 
ammonia. The peculiar action of soot, therefore, in promoting 
growth and verdure is explained chiefly by the presence of this 
ingredient; while its varying value in different localities is 
most probably due to the unequal proportions in which this 
sulphate occurs. In very dry seasons, this ammonia causes 
injury, and often diminishes the crop. Like rape dust, and sa- 
line substances in general, soot seems to require moist weather, 
or a soil naturally moist, to bring all its virtues out. i 

Soot is commonly applied, as a top-dressing, either alone, or 
is compounded with some other substance, when it gives a 
beautiful dark-green color to grass and grain, and on many 
soils, very materially increases the yield. When employed 
alone, from 12 to 100 bushels per acre are regarded as a suf- 
ficient dose, according to the quality of the soot, the nature of 
the crop, and the state of fertility of the land. 

Mixed with chloride of sodium, soot has remarkable effects 
on certain crops, as is noted under the head of “Common 
Salt.” It may also be composted with African or Patagonian 
guano with excellent effects, but should never be mixed with 


wood ashes, caustic potash, soda, nor lime. 
.- > 


SULPHUR. 


SuLPHUR is a substance too well known to require any de- 
tailed description. In an uncombined state, it occurs chiefly 
in volcanic countries, particularly in Sicily, Italy, and Iceland, 
where it is found native, but it may sometimes be observed in 
the form of thin pellicles on the surface of stagnant waters, or 
of mineral springs, which are naturally charged with sulphur- 

~ . a ke . . 
ous vapors. In this state, it is not known materially to influ- 
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ence the natural vegetation of any part of the globe, It has 
been employed, however, with some advantage in Germany, as 
a top-dressing, for clover and other crops, to which gypsum is 
generally applied. 

Sulphur is present in combination with numerous metals 
throughout the mineral kingdom, and is found in all vegetables 
containing albumen, casein, and other analogous bodies. It 
is insoluble in water, and at 300° F., it takes fire in the open 
air, and burns with a pale-blue flame. At 600° F., it is con- 
verted into vapor, which may be condensed in close vessels, 
unchanged, forming the flowers of sulphur of commerce 
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Or trap rocks, there are several varieties, the most important 
of which are distinguished by the names of “greenstone,” 
“ serpentine,” and “ basalt.” 

Greenstones consist of a mixture more or less intimate of 
feldspar and hornblende, or feldspar and augite. They are dis- 
tinguished from the granites by the absence of mica and 
quartz, and by the presence of the hornblende or augite, often 
in equal, and not unfrequently in greater quantity than the 
feldspar. 

According to the analysis of a sample as given in the “ Natu- 
ral History of the State of New York,” it contains of 


BUCA re tarsiele: ta Palos ate Waste cialetaie iets siarelsisieibretaeraaCoreipiaiars 57.25 
AULELENIII Es iF) ie Rake oy AST le al Sipiula\orpidialp oistel a dieiale siateieietdl aretace 25.50 
NGM oss ofale storepetsiateia ls oieic’aiola: Saxe bra ata sielaino:6) 4,0 /evaietd e'eseiaiee 2.75 
IMO NOS AN: ce reramtareiistel o's oatels olaiein dierdieisiele did eivie.o s¥oiaibiewse ¢ ? 
OMG hols. ata ch oteia haere Mcies Svcd a ole ne Mae pau cae 8.10 
TROMPANG/ MANGAN CHE gas eters 5 slalelalslo a ale sip ndieres ele ttasoalels 3.50 
WCE cins vine wdeitmesimsamape vals uay nigh cv ellnavinn edejales 3.00 
100.00 


_The composition, however, of greenstones is extremely va- 
riable; but all of them are known to contain alkalies and al- 
kaline earths; and it is owing to this circumstance that green- 
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stone soils are remarkably fertile, so much so that they may 
often be employed to increase the fertility of those less fav- 
ored. In the vicinity of Crown Point, Lake Champlain, New 
York, according to Professor Emmons, there is a trap dyke 
which contains 40 to 50 per cent. of the phosphates, which, if 
abundant, would well pay for crushing and employing it asa 
manure. 

Augite isa mineral having much resemblance to hornblende, 
and, like it, occurring of various colors. In the trap rocks, it 
is usually of a dark green, approaching to black. It generally 
contains much lime and oxide of iron in the state of silicates. 
The composition of two varieties compared with that of basal- 
tic hornblende is as follows :— 


Black augite | Augite from the | Basaltic 
from Sweden.|lava of Vesuvius. | hornblende, 


oe ee | ee a cee | ee, 


—————— ee 


SUING TOL AN oni Ou 53.36 50.90 42,24 
TINIE: Siete tains clue fein es ch aN age 22.19 22,96 12,24 
IMA OTIOBIA, ciclo ie «ots 5/6 4.99 14,43 13.74 
Prot-oxide of iron,...... 17.38 6.25 14.59 
Prot-oxide of manganese, 0.09 0.33 
PAVING. <icis hewn salsiniat sieve — 5.37 13.92 


The predominance of this mineral, (augite,) or of hornblende, 
in the greenstone rocks, must necessarily cause a very material 
difference in the nature of the soils produced from their decay, 
compared with those which are formed from the granitic rocks 
in which feldspar is the predominating mineral ingredient. 

Basalt consists of a mixture, in variable proportions, of aug- 
ite, magnetic oxide of iron, and zeolite, with or without feldspar. 
In addition to augite, magnetic iron, and zeolite, many basalts 
contain aiso a. considerable portion of certain varieties of feld- 
spar, especially of one to which the name of “nepheline” has 
been given. 

Basalt differs in appearance from greenstone, chiefly by the 
darkness of its color, and by the minuteness of the particles 
of which it is composed, which, in general, cannot be distin- 
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guished by the naked eye. The analysis of a specimen given 
in the “Natural History of the State of New York,” yielded of 


SSCs fresaisi sla sista ote cists sista lelevare evel eveieioweleleieisieiels s\e/ele/s\afela\a.< 46.50 
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PAMIO Sst tiie «etal Catetorsielecale ois eleiaieie’s bialalere = Bia sicker teas oss 9.50 
MTSE Gy «:-rciniaroielalotel obelein| sini «le lavetetamasiolasefalels/a) aisiai-ia)~/eie icy 2.25 
BOG Bs cies clalale e/xiciee eitiole’-loiajelalaisie)ereseleverejelainivinie’aisieisesieie srals 2.60 
Tron and manganese,.........cccocsecercscceesscccces 20.12 
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97.72 


Serpentine is a greenish-yellow mineral, consisting of silica in 
combination with magnesia and a little iron, and occasionally 
a few pounds in the hundred of lime or alumina. The distin- 
guishing ingredient is the magnesia, which generally approaches 
to 40 per cent. of the whole weight of the mineral. Rocks of 
serpentine are generally mixed with magnetic iron ore, and 
with portions of other minerals in greater or less abundance. 
According to Professor Shepard, it consists of 


STINGER Rape on AEE AB On CORE Ogonnenot dommcnnhe Sean doce 40.08 
WEEE oe ca dg boa bOnGann duc CObouonbCUGenodsonec QapeC 41.40 
WY Ale err teas Paola aiavstevstaiepe ¢ miele aicliioleretarens ic inter a’viete elaieie 15.67 
BrO-OR 106 of ALON Sic cei sreveioreeielats ovis cielo ctctote seteieimieiatetarars 2.70 

99.85 


In New York and a part of New England, however, it would 
appear that the serpentine exists under different conditions. 
Thus, in St. Lawrence, Jefferson, Essex, and Warren counties, 
New York, it is intermixed with lime, which disintegrates more 
rapidly than the serpentine. The soil, therefore, must contain 
a sufficient quantity of lime. However this may be, there is 
always a luxuriant growth of vegetation about the beds of this 
mineral. The serpentine hills of New England are not so pro- 
ductive, however, as those of New York. 

From what has been stated in the forgoing remarks, it will 
be perceived how exactly the study of the composition of the 
different varieties of the trap rocks explains the observed dif- 
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ferences in the quality of the soils derived from them. When 
the minerals they contain abound in lime, the soils they yield 
are fertile; when they predominate and lime is wanting, the 
soils are inferior, sometimes scarcely capable of cultivation. 
The granites, it has been shown, abound in potash ; and, with 
the exception of the Syenites, they rarely contain lime, and 
their soils are generally poor. Let them be mixed with the 
trap soils, and they are enriched. This would seem fairly and 
clearly to imply that the fertility of the one is mainly due to 
the presence of lime, and the barrenness of the other to the 
absence of this earth. 

Zeolite is a term applied to a great number of minerals which 
occur in the basalts, and often intermixed with the greenstone 
rocks. They differ from feldspar in their greater solubility in 
acids, and by generally containing lime, where the latter con- 
tains potash or soda. 

It may be stated, indeed, as the most important agricultural 
distinction, between the granitic and the true trap rocks, that 
the latter abound in lime, while in the former, it is often entirely 
absent. If, ina greenstone, only one fourth of its weight con- 
sist of augite, every 20 tons of the rock may contain one ton 
of lime. If in a basalt, the angite and zeolite amount to only 
two thirds of its weight, every nine tons may contain a ton of 
lime. The practical farmer cannot fail to conclude that a soil 
formed from such rocks must possess very different agricul- 
tural capabilities from the soils already described as being 
formed from the decomposition of the granites. 
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BARK OF TREES AND SHRUBS. 


HE rind, or covering, of the woody parts of a tree, common- 
ly called the “ bark,” is composed of three distinct layers. The 
epidermis, or outermost layer, in some trees, like the plum, cher- 
ry, birch, &c., is a thin, tough, membrane, when young, but 
gradually becomes thicker and rougher as the tree advances in 
age. That of the oak or hemlock spruce is coarser in its tex- 
ture, and cracks as the tree grows older, while a new epidermis 

is forming, giving it a rough or ragged surface, and is finally 

pushed off to decay. The middle layer is called the paren- 
chyma, and is usually comparatively tender, succulent, and of a 
dark-green color. The inner or cortical layer, sometimes called 
the liber, consists of thin membranes encircling each other, which 
seem to increase with the age of the tree. It is generally known 
by its light color, great flexibility, toughness, and durability. 
In its structure, it consists of long, minute tubes, through which 
the juices, or generative sap, descend, from whence all the 
woody parts of the tree originate as they are received from the 
leaves. 

The middle layer of the bark, in its interstices, contains nu- 
merous cells, which are filled with juices or other matter, vary- 
ing in their qualities, some, as in the oak, remarkable for their 
astringency, while others abound in tannin, resin, mucilage, 
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essential oils, and alkaline or other earthy salts. Hence, the 
difference in the chemical constituents of the bark of different 
species of trees, which not only vary with the season of the 
year and their age, but in the different parts of the same tree. 
As the chief source of bark, to be applied as manure, is the 
refuse of our tanneries, I give below an analysis of the ash of 
hemlock spruce. (Abies canadensis,) the kind most in use in this 
country, as published in the “ Natural History of the State of 
New York,” which will very nearly show the composition of 
those of the bark of other trees employed for the purpose :— 


Bark of trunk. Bark.of twigs. 


IOUS igereraysteretala joteiatevatelais’s atelebialerelers iets DiBOt icici 1.58 
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106.87 90.40 


It is obvious from the above analysis that a large supply of 
inorganic matter, essential to the growth of plants, may be sup- 
plied from refuse tan bark. Although it requires a long time 
to undergo decomposition or putrefaction, it certainly might be 
mixed with farmyard manure, at the rate of 1 bushel of tan to 
4 of dung, with considerable advantage. Mr. Robert Bryson, 
of Virginia, has been experimenting for several years upon 
this substance with the view of rendering it available as a 
manure. The plan which he adopts is, to cover a flat surface 
of ground with the exhausted bark to a depth of 1 or 2 feet. 
Over this, he spreads a layer 2 or 3 inches thick of quicklime, 
and over this again a stratum of tan, and so on, alternately, 
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layers of lime and bark, until the pile is completed. He then 
lets the compost, thus prepared, remain for two years, at the 
end of which time, he finds himself in possession of a bed of 
most valuable manure. Its effects upon the land, it is stated, 
can hardly be surpassed, either for the richness of its product 
or the durability of its fertility. If a layer of powdered char- 
coal or plaster, (gypsum,) were spread over the top of the pile, 
1 or 2 inches thick, it would doubtless retain’a large share of 
the ammonia and other fertilising gases as they escape from 
the decomposing mass, and increase thereby the value of the 
manure. 

Spent tan bark, in a half-putrefied or even fresh state, when 
applied as a top-dressing to grass lands, is attended with excel- 
lent results; and in cases where transportation is an objection, 
even its ashes or charcoal, would be valuable to the farmer 
from the quantity of earthy carbonates and phosphates they 
contain. When spread on a light soil, between the rows of 
strawberry plants, about an inch thick, it not only keeps the 
ground moist and the fruit clean, but checks the growth of 
weeds, and appears to be the material, above all others, in which 
this plant most delights. Doubtless from this hint, it might be 
applied to other plants with favorable results. 


CHARCOAL OF WOOD AND OTHER VEGETABLE MATTER. 


Woop charcoal is a well-known black, brittle substance, ob- 
tained by the calcination of the trunks, roots, or branches of 
trees in a place excluded from the free access of atmospheric 
air, which otherwise would cause it entirely to consume. 
When heated in the air, it burns with but little flame, and, 
with the exception of the ash which is left, it entirely disap- 
pears. By this process of burning, it is converted into a kind 
of air, known among chemists by the name of carbonic acid, 
which ascends as it is formed, and mingles with the atmos- 
phere; but when burned in a close apartment, accumulates on 
the floor, by its Borate weight, forming a dense stratum, of a 
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depth in proportion to the quantity produced. Charcoal is in- 
soluble in water, destroys the oder, color, and taste of many 
substances; and hence, its use in the arts in the purification 
of tainted meats and putrid waters. It also separatesfrom 
water any decayed animal matters or coloring substances 
which it may hold in solution. Hence, its use in filters for 
purifying and sweetening impure river or spring waters, or for 
clarifying syrups and oils. In or upon the soil, charcoal, for 
a time, will act in the same manner, will absorb.from the air 
moisture and gaseous substances, and from the rain and flowing 
waters, organised matters of various kinds, any of which it 
will be in a condition to yield to the plants that grow around 
it, when they are such as are likely to contribute to their 
growth. 

The following exhibits the number of volumes of the differ- 
ent gases which were absorbed in the course of 24 hours, by 
one volume of charcoal, in the experiments of M. de Saus- 
sure :— 


PARIATINO IATA CASA airs cea t ince uct viecnclr eaanay on mie wean 90.00 
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Charcoal has the property also of absorbing disagreeable 
odors in a very remarkable manner. Hence, animal food keeps 
longer sweet when placed in contact with it; hence, also, veg- 
etable substances, containing much water, such as potatoes, are 
more completely preserved by the aid of a quantity of char- 
coal. It exhibits, also, the still more singular property of ex- 
tracting from water a portion of the saline substances it may 
happen to hold in solution, and thus allowing it to escape in a 
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less impure form. The decayed, (half-carbonised,) roots of 
grass, which have been long subjected to irrigation, may act in 
one or all of these ways on the more or less impure water by 
which they are irrigated; and thus gradually arrest and col- 
lect the materals which are fitted to promote the growth of the 
coming crop. 

In or near large cities, charcoal is made of green wood, by 
distilling it in close iron vessels for the purpose of collecting a 
strong vinegar, (pyroligneous acid,) which is thrown off by the 
calcination. A fine charcoal remains in the vessels, and is 
thus obtained for commercial use. On the farm and in the 
forest, the production of charcoal must be done on a cheaper 
and more extensive scale. It is usually prepared by cutting 
pieces of wood, from 1 inch to 6 inches in diameter, in lengths 
varying from 2 to 4 feet, forming them into a conical pile, and 
covering them with turf, clay, or loam, to exclude the air, leaving 
only two or three small holes at the bottom of the pile for light- 
ing the wood, and a few others still smaller at the top, to admit 
the escape of the smoke. The wood is now kindled, and the 
combustion slowly allowed to proceed for eight or ten days, 
more or less, until the volatile matter of the wood is driven off, 
when the air holes are stopped up with earth or clay, in order 
to arrest the further combustion of the pile. The whole is then 
allowed to remain until the fire goes out, after which, the 
heap is broken up, and the charcoal raked out and assorted for 
sale or use. In cases of very high winds occurring during the 
carbonisation of the wood, the air holes at the windward ave 
closed with earth or clay, to prevent the too rapid burning of 
the mass; but in the process of carbonisation, however, care 
should be taken to let the vapors freely escape, especially to- 
wards the end of the operation; for when the carbonic acid gas 
is re-absorbed, it greatly impairs the combustibility of the coal, 
and also renders it less fit for agricultural purposes. 

Charcoal varies in its qualities, according to the nature of the 
substances from which it is prepared. That made from the dry 
wood of the trees of this country most commonly employed 


172 VEGETABLE MANURES. 


for the purpose, yields the following per-centage, by weight, and 
the number of pounds of dry coals in a heaped Winchester 
bushel, respectively :— 


Per cent.. Pounds per bushel 


Pitch pine, (Pinus rigiddy).......0esecees QE Bs scr eet istnete 15.68 
Shell-bark hickory, (Carya alba,)......... Oe sc aaa micas 32.89 
White ash, (Frazinus americanda,)........ 25.74... cece eens 28.78 
American chestnut, (Castanea americana,).25.29..........8- 19.94 
Pignut hickory, (Carya porcina,).......... LSE GRA Re ace 33.52 
Jersey pine, (Pinus iops,).......-+2eec0- AGO tes wats Setere ata 20.26 
White elm, (Ul/mus americana,).....+..++++ PS OW-sc cls Sis iw» ereiers 18.79 
White pine, (Pinus strobus,)..........00: QE Sham ocr eole cae 15.42 
Short-leaved yellow pine, (Pinus mitis,). ..23.75.........0 17.52 
Thick shell-bark hickory, (Carya sulcata,) .22.90..........+. 26.78 
Sassafras, (Laurus sassafras,)............ ADO wisleieiatete meters 22.47 
Black walnut, (Juglans nigrad,)....-...... awl, See acer 22.00 
Red oak, (Quercus rubra,)......ceeeeeeees RQUAD ssa s a deae 21.05 
Pin oak, (Quercus palustris,).......00+0-- i aN PR 22.94 
Tulip tree, (Liriodendron tulipifera,)...... QUGLa ancien seater 20.15 
Wild cherry, (Cerasus virginensis,)....6.-21.70...0.cee eens 21.63 
White oak, (Quercus alba,).......c00000+> PAA TS ee ad a 21.10 
Big laurel, (Magnolia grandiflora,)........21.59.........06- 21.36 
Sugar maple, (.4cer saccharinum,).........21.43...+...0200- 22.68 
Dog wood, (Cornus florida,).........0.00 LOG. ie ates ee siete 28.94 
Red-flowered maple, (.4cer rubrum,)...... 20.64 :otaied etter 19.47 
Sweet gum, (Liquidambar styraciflua,)....19.69...........- 21.73 
White beech, (Fagus sylvestris,)......... IOG2. Saran cape 27.26 
Black birch, (Betula lenta,).......2+..00-- 1940-529 x) os Ree 
White birch, (Betula populifolia,).........19.00............ 19.15 
Iron wood, (Carpinus americana,).......++ NOOD Fre es siti tet 23.94 


As charcoal is one of the most undecomposable substances in 
organic nature, it may be kept for centuries without change, 
and, therefore, is not very subject todecay. The only materials 
that it will yield to plants are certain salts it contains, amongst 
which is the silicate of potash. It is known, however, to pos- 
sess the power of absorbing gases within its pores, particularly 
ammonia and carbonic acid. And it is in virtue of this power, 
in a degree, that the rootlets of plants are supplied by charcoal, 
precisely as in the case of humus, with an atmosphere about 
them of carbonic acid, which is renewed again as quickly as it 
is abstracted. 
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Charcoal may be applied with advantage, in the powdered 
state, in the form of a top-dressing. About 40 bushels to the 
acre, sown over grass lands, or among young plants, as turnips, 
it has been found, will produce an increased yield. The suc- 
cess, however, will depend upon the state of fertility of the 
soil and its wants. Wherever an increased supply of ammo- 
nia, escaping from the air, the earth, or from any putrescent 
matter, is desirable to be caught and retained, charcoal will 
always do good. The fresh-burnt article, also, contains much 
saline matter, as stated above, that will be dissolved by rains, 
dews, or melted snows, and contribute to the enrichment of the 
soil. 

The best,and perhaps the only advisable mode of using char- 
coal is, to compost the powder with night soil, urine, blood, and 
other putrescent bodies, either liquid or solid. By this method, 
it tends to absorb or dry up these fluids, and retain the ammo- 
nia formed during their decomposition or decay. Such com- 
posts, when added to the soil, retain the virtue of these bodies 
much longer than when they are used alone. Besides its ab- 
sorbent action, this fertiliser will loosen tough soils, and in- 
crease their warmth by its black color, in consequence of an 
augmented reverberation of the rays of the sun. It also adds 
to the tilth of stiff, clayey soils, by rendering them warmer, 
more open, and dry. 

It has further been shown by numerous gardeners, that char- 
coal powder, kept moist with rain water, furnishes a good me- 
dium, or soil, for growing many flowers, and is capable of sus- 
taining vigorous vegetation, and that slips, when planted in it, 
readily take root. 

The question is often asked by the farmer, “Where am I to 
get so much charcoal without a greater expense than wiil prove 
profitable to my land and crops?” In most parts of the United 
States, perhaps with the exception of the prairies, it can be 
economically obtained from one or other of the following 
sources, namely, by burning in ordinary “coal pits ;” from old 
“coal hearths ;” from coal yards, or where charcoal has been 
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stored ; from the refuse of various manufactories ; or from rail- 
roads, where the locomotives discharge the cinders of their 
furnaces. 

Again, there has been some difficulty heretofore in reducing 
coarse charcoal to a powdered state. This can easily be done 
by means of a cast-iron bark mill, such as is used by tanners 
in almost every neighborhood throughout the land ; if one of 
these mills cannot be obtained, the coal may be pulverised in 
the old-fashioned bark mill, which can readily be fixed up with 
an old mill stone, turning around a post on a platform made of 
planks or flat stones, and crushed to a powder with the aid of 
a horse. 

Charred Peat—It must be obvious from the preceding re- 
marks, that peat, which is little else than an accumulation of 
woody fibre, if reduced to charcoal, would be of eminent service 
as an absorbent of blood, urine, night soil, and other feculent 
matter, and consequently would form a valuable manure. Dr. 
Anderson, chemist to the Highland Agricultural Society of Scot- 
land, has lately tried several experiments with peat, both raw 
and reduced to charcoal. He finds that the charcoal is a pow- 
erful deodoriser, (having the power of removing fetid smells 
from water, meats, and manures,) but not an absorber'of am- 
monia. The greatest amount of ammonia he found to have been 
taken up by filtering putrid urine through it, was th of 1 per 
cent. The peat, itself, when dried at 212° F., was found to ab- 
sorb 2 per cent. of ammonia, while still dry to the touch. After 
exposure to the air ina thin layer, for 15 days, it retained 14 per 
cent. This shows the invaluable properties of the article un- 
charred ; and if the results of that chemist are correct, we must 
give up the use of peat charcoal, as an absorbent of ammonia, 
and employ it only asa deodoriser. In the preparation of this 
material, however, I shall limit my remarks to that “rough- 
and-ready ” mode of management, which is most likely to suit 
the individual farmer ; but where any one may possess a peat 
meadow from which he might derive an annual income from 
the sale of the article after it is charred, and where extreme 
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economy in the cost of its production is of moment, other and 
very superior methods of burning it might be pointed out, as 
practised in Great Britain, Ireland, and France by means of 
kilns. The method, therefore, to which I shall confine my re- 
marks, is as follows:— 

Afier having collected a sufficient supply of dried peat, a 
quantity is first thrown over a small heap of brush or other 
dry fuel, with an aperture left on the windward side for lighting 
the fire. As soon as the heap is ignited, and the fire gets good 
hold, more peat is laid on, and is continued to be supplied at 
regular intervals. In tending the heaps, the fire must never be 
allowed to make its appearance on the outside, but must be 
sufficiently covered to prevent the free access of the air to the 
combustion which is gradually going on. However, if too large 
a quantity be laid on at once, there will be some danger of 
putting out the fire; more particularly when the peat is moist 
or wet, or the fire but recently lighted. The fire should not 
continue burning many days; for if it does, the heat will accu- 
mulate from the peat with which it is supplied, so that there 
will be great difficulty in extinguishing the fire in proper time. 
Before putting out the fire, a quantity of the dust, or fine peat, 
from which the large pieces have been sifted, or screened, may 
be laid over the heap, by means of which, all the peat that 
has been put on previously becomes charred, the fire being 
prevented by the dust from breaking out at the surface. 

The heap is next pulled down by means of large iron rakes 
or hooks, and a sufficient quantity of water thrown on the fire 
to extinguish it altogether. If there be much difficulty in put- 
ting out the fire, the heap may be turned over, and water ap- 
plied, as the process of turning proceeds. There is no use in 
throwing a few buckets of water over the heap, and then allow- 
ing the fire to smoulder underneath; for though the outside | 
may have the appearance of being charred, the fire will con- 
tinue to burn in the interior, without giving off much smoke 
till it breaks out on the surface, and converts the whole of the 
centre of the heap into ashes. Let it be remembered that peat 
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charcoal is quite as combustible, and rather more so than peat 
itself; so that, when the fire is nearly extinguished on the out- 
side, that which remains within will soon break out again. 
When the fire is completely extinguished, the ashes will have 
a black or charred appearance, quite different-from the reddish 
color of the heaps that are allowed to burn out of themselves. 
It is preferable to have two heaps burning at the same time, 
- one on each side of the drying ground; for, by adopting this 
plan, the distance for removing the peat will not be so great as 
it would otherwise be by having only one fire. 

At the end of the burning season, all the charred peat may 
be conveyed to a dry, level spot of ground, to be stored away 
till wanted for use. It may be piled up in a triangular form, 
resembling the roof a house, and then thatched with straw to 
keep out the wet. Should the heap be placed on a wet spot, a 
trench should be dug around it to carry off the water, which 
would otherwise soak into the bottom of the pile. 

Charred peat, as a fertiliser, may be applied to the same pur- 
poses as powdered charcoal, or other charred vegetable mat- 
ter. Mixed with mould during winter, and planted the spring 
following with cucumbers or melons, they grow famously, pro- 
ducing a heavy crop. The vines or tops strike root freely in 
pure charred peat. ; 

Strawberries grow remarkably well in charred peat mixed 
with the soil. 

Fruit trees and grape vines, manured with this material, are 
much improved by it, as it not only serves as a fertiliser, but is 
also the means of keeping the ground more open or porous; 
and finer-flavored fruit may be expected. 

Poiatoes manured with charred peat are generally dryer and 
more mealy than those grown by farmyard manure. The foli- 
age and tops are more compact and firm, the tubers cleaner- 
skinned, and freer from the rot. 

In flower gardens, peat charcoal will be found invaluable, 
inducing, as it does, quick growth, but not overluxuriant, and 
consequently plenty of blossoms. 
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For sweetening cesspools, charred peat, finely powdered, will 
be found an excellent deodoriser. One pound of this material 
will require 1} lbs. of water to saturate it; and hence, its great 
value as an absorber of blood, night soil, and other feculent 
matter. 

Charred Saw Dust, Tan Bank, and Apple Pomace.—These three 
substances being similar in the size and texture of their frag- 
ments, may be treated under the same head. Before attempting 
to char them, they should be made thoroughly dry by spreading 
them in thin layers on the ground, and exposing them several 
days to a hot summer sun. They may then be formed into 
conical heaps of any convenient size, and covered with sods, 
loam, or clay, with one or more holes left at the bottom of the 
windward side for lighting the fire, and a few others still small- 
er at the top, to admit the escape of the smoke. The interior 
of the heap is now kindled by means of a little brush, or other 
dry fuel, and the combustion allowed to proceed slowly until 
the volatile matter is driven off, when the air holes should be 
stopped with earth or clay, in order to arrest the further burn- 
ing of the piles. They may then be allowed to remain until 
cold; or the heaps may be opened with a large iron rake, the 
fire extinguished with water, and the whole treated and applied 
in the same manner as the charred peat before described. 

Charred Bagasse-——In sugar-growing countries, where the 
planter cannot immediately obtain carbonaceous matter from 
other sources to manure his cane fields, he can procure a sup- 
ply by charring a portion of his bagasse. It should first be 
made thoroughly dry by spreading it in thin layers on the 
ground, exposed several days to a hot sun; then formed into 
compact, conical heaps, of a convenient size, covered with 
sods, loam, or clay, and afterwards treated in a similar manner 
as the tan bark and saw dust, described above. This will prove 
far more economical than the wasteful practice of burning the 
trash and dissipating all its carbonaceous parts to the air by 
combustion, merely for the sake of the small proportion of al- 


kaline salts contained in the ash. 
R* 
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Charred Weeds.—As regards the charring of farm weeds, it 
may not always be convenient to remove them from the field 
where they grow. ‘Therefore, in cases where this process is 
desirable, and will prove beneficial, the most economical meth- 
od of disposing of the weeds is to char them on the spot. They 
should first be thoroughly dried, and then formed into large, 
compact conical heaps, covered with sods, loam, or clay, and 
treated in every other respect like the charring of tan bark, 
saw dust, or apple pomace, as described in the preceding para- 
graphs. 

Paring and Burning.—It is obvious, that, in all cases, the 
process of burning must waste a certain quantity of vegetable 
matter, and can only be profitable where an excess of this 
matter renders the soil too rank. It must be of eminent service, 
also, in reducing to charcoal, or wood ashes, a great accumla- 
tion of woody fibre already overrunning the land; for woody 
matter, in general, is very slowly reduced to a state of humus, 
or vegetable mould, if left to the process of natural decay; nor 
is it very rapidly decomposed by caustic lime or other solvents 
artificially applied. 

Although paring and burning has been much recommended ~ 
by many persons, still it requires great limitations and restric- 
tions. In some cases, it may be proper, while in the hands of 
the unskilful, it may be attended with the most pernicious con. 
sequences. Mossy and peaty soils, or those covered with 
rushes or a sward of coarse, unprofitable herbage, and contain- 
ing a superabundance of vegetable matter, with due precaution, 
may be subjected to this process with beneficial effects. It 
may likewise be attended with advantage to strong clayey 
soils, from the effect that burned or half-burned clay has in 
rendering such soils more open and less tenacious; in which 
cases, the benefit arising from the change in the mechanical ar- 
rangement of the tilth would probably more than compensate 
for the dissipation of the volatile matter of the sward. It 
would prove more economical, however, when the soil requires 
to be rendered more open, to ecalcine the clay in kilns, and 
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afterwards spread it on the ground either by itself or mixed 
with lime. : 

The cases in which burning proves positively injurious are 
those of sandy, dry, flinty soils, containing little animal or veg- 
etable remains ; for it decomposes those constituents which are 
already below the minimum proportion, and on the presence 
of which, in a limited degree, the productiveness of a soil 
depends. 

The most speedy way of bringing under tillage a pasture or 
meadow, overrun with rushes, is, first to drain it, and then pare — 
off the grassy and fibrous parts of the thick turf with a hoe or 
some other appropriate implement, dry it by means of the sun, 
and char it precisely after the manner recommended for peat, 
on a preceding page. When burned, the heaps may be spread, 
as a top-dressing on the same ground from which the material 
was pared; the field may then be sown with grass seed or 
some other suitable crop, and freated the usual way. 

Burning without fire is a method by which quicklime is sub- 
stituted in its stead. The lime, which must be in its most 
caustic state, fresh from the kiln, and obtained from the best 
limestone, is laid upon the vegetable surface to be consumed ; 
and, before it is weakened by exposure to the air, water is 
sprinkled over it, just in sufficient quantity to put it powerfully 
into action. This fierce compound will not only consume the 
vegetable covering, but will also affect the clay, or other upper 
stratum, in a similar manner as if it had been in contact with 
fire. This supersedes the trouble which attends burning; and 
in respect to poor soils that would be improved by the two dis- 
tinct operations of “ burning” and “liming” by the common 
mode, it would doubtless bring them on a par with those of 
superior quality. 


COTTON REFUSE. 


Farmers residing in the vicinity of catton manufactories can 
obtain, without much cost, considerable quantities of rejected 
cotton, and the waste from the mills, which, from the following 
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analysis of the ash of the fibre, or staple, by Professor Shep- 
ard, we are led to suppose would be valuable in forming com- 
posts, or might be applied directly to the soil as a manure :— 


Lime and MnaoMesias 2s Se, acis= o-c'e/ajs eae ote s[eeteat crete etelelers 30.31 
Potashand (SOdB72))-i.!a1ic' sinieiv ofejaieis wjnie nine ielnleiate olin te einints 21.09 
PHOSPHORIC ACIS cre iaaieicieie,sioie c'alsierel sve cl nlatato ale liatelaiwislnielereid 12.30 
SAP HULECG ACIDS cere allele sice cieieliies e's o eyaleie Hemant siete 1.22 

64,92 


The fibre yielded but about 1 per cent. of ash ; consequently, 
the principal part of the remainder consisted of about equal 
weights of water and carbon, the latter being one of the chief 
ingredients of all plants. 


COTTON SHED. 


Tue seeds of cotton abound in a mild oil, and are accounted 
very nutritious after the oil is expressed. A bushel of seeds 
weighs 30 lbs., and yields 2} quarts of oil and 12+ lbs. of fine 
meal. The oil cake is very brittle, and breaks down much 
more readily than linseed oil cake. Moistened with water, it 
appears to be much less mucilaginous than that substance. Its 
taste is not unpleasant, and it is stated that it can be employed 
with success in fattening stock. 

According to an anlysis of cotton seed made by the authority 
last quoted above, 100 parts of the ash contained of 


Time ‘and MAONESIA, .o vis io aw pare welaeiosieelarsiek es Ae eet 29.79 
Potash and (Soda?) :, :.sc\ssiele's sivas aisle icistalsianinwie pisjagiatels 19.40 
PHOSPROMIG AGH als cna els tole inte ic aie pistereta\s alsin n/e/aialeieisia efor 45.35 
PUlpWUrieacid, ss wks ewes sees HCCC SAC RDEIA COSTER 1.16 

95.70 


Dr. Anderson, of Scotland, in the following analysis of cotton- 
seed oil cake, pursued the method usually employed for linseed 
cake, simply determining those constituents upon which its 
feeding value is believed to depend, which were as follows :— 


Waterss as <ic\ka'tceie xjsiaisra'ays sais inna Crebara stares wlanaters reli teictele 11.19 
ENN ais ob 6 5's ab crpiguarserainianshertaketein Cue cyateea cnatorattiate lei alate revare 9.08 
RUAN, eile oss steele 5 See ST las Bea eleree on aac se ners 10.70 


Aibuminous compounds, (nitrogen,)........0.5 Bie 58 4.69 
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The cake yielded 5,°4,ths per cent. of ash, which contained of 


Bi Cas aisc cs vustaiaicie sas Gra eielnishel a celaisiaNin/osiofels aysinis foie s)eleis:s 1.32 
PHOSPHAtEsS;) os /<)ss!< sieiocveisteiwse si pe Sials/olele!vle'vinla/viaisieiaivivisieins 2.19 
Excess of phosphoric acid,......cececesceesesssccneees 0.15 


It would appear from the above imformation, that the pro- ~ 
duction of this cake is of considerable importance to the south- 
ern planter, not only on account of its feeding properties, but 
its value as a manure. In cases where the seed is not em- 
ployed for expressing the oil, it should be carefully saved and 
applied broadcast to the land, at the rate of 60 to 100 bushels 
to the acre; or it may be plowed under in the course of the 
winter, where it will rot before spring; or it may be thrown 
into heaps, and allowed to heat; and after the vitality is de- 
stroyed, it may be plowed or drilled in, or thrown between the 
hills of cotton or corn, and covered with the plow or hoe. 


FLAX SHIVES AND LEAVES. 


As in all other crops, in the ordinary course of practice, one 
or more portions of flax is returned to the soil in manure, whilst 
* others go off permanently to market or are disposed of some 
other way. While the flax plants are approaching maturity, 
the greater part of the deaves fall off, and are left on the field 
to manure the land. At a convenient time, the grower sepa- 
rates the seed from the straw by “rippling,” or beating it. 
From the seed, the capsule, or husk, is separated by winnow- 
ing, and is principally used for feeding cattle and making oil; 
the husks are employed for feeding stock in a similar manner 
as hay. But the straw of flax is destined to a more important 
purpose. After the separation of the seeds, the stalks are 
usually steeped, or soaked, for a certain length of time in 
water, a species of fermentation takes place, and the woody 
matter of the straw becomes rotten, and is easily detached 
from the fibre. At this stage of the process, the stalks are re- 
moved from the water, and spread upon the grass to bleach. 
Subsequently, by the operation of “ breaking,” “ scutching,” or 


182 VEGETABLE MANURES. 


“ swingling,” the woody matter is separated from the fibre, the 
all-important part of the plant, and is converted into small 
fragments called “ boon,” or “ shives.” 

In the process of steeping, a large proportion of the nitro- 
genous and saline compounds are dissolved, the prepared flax, 
consisting of only about 20 per cent. of ligneous matter; the 
fluid, therefore, in which the flax is steeped, as well as the 
shives, should be preserved and used as manure. From care- 
ful analysis in England, 100 parts of fine flax stalks before 
steeping, contained 3,2,ths parts of ash, while 100 parts of the 
same flax, after steeping, contained only °4ths of 1 per cent. 
of ash. 

The following table exhibits the composition of these ashes 
—the third column indicating the amount of mineral matter 
separated in the water employed for steeping :— 


In 4,480 Ibs.,]In 3,020 Ibs.,! Dissolved in 
Composition....| unsteeped. steeped. the water. 

Pe item t hee oy 11.60 4.67 6.93 
Phosphoric acid,... 11.04 1.11 9.93 
Sulphuric acid,..... 4.27 0.55 4,42 
Carbonic acid,...... 23.00 5.29 } 17.71 
GMCS Se roinrss ns ayaa: sci 31.01 13.77 17.24 
Magnesia,... evs... 6.15 0.76 9.39 
Per-oxide of iron,.. 8.1L 1.66 6.45 
OWS eee ens 31.55 0.50 31.05 
Oday. sacha andes o 5.39 0.98 4.41 
Chloride of sodium, 13.50 —— 13.50 

Total,....... 146.32 | 9999 | 117.03 
Bee SS 


By an examination of the ingredients of the flax straw, be- 
fore steeping, according to the above analysis, and the constit- 
uents of a portion of the same after undergoing that process, 
a difference, or loss, will be discovered of about 4ths of the 
whole mineral ingredients, a loss consisting principally, as it 
naturally would, of the soluble and most important constitu- 
ents. Nearly all the potash, magnesia, and phosphoric acid 
have disappeared, whilst what is left, is little else than carbon- 
ete of lime, with a small proportion of sili@a and oxide of iron. 
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From recent discoveries in the preparation of flax by M. 
Chevalier Claussen, it has been ascertained that, not only are 
the present modes of steeping inconvenient and unnecessary, 
but they are highly injurious, as they impart dark colors to the 
fibre, and give it an inequality of strength, which, in the subse- 
quent stages of manufacture and bleaching, are difficult to 
overcome. Therefore, every possible effort should be made for 
the introduction of such modifications of the process as will 
allow something to be returned to the soil, in some form or 
other, as a manure. 


GREEN MANURES. 


GREEN manuring, or the plowing under of green crops in their 
living state, attracted the early attention of civilised man, and 
has been practised more or less from the time of Xenophon, 
who wrote about 400 years before the commencement of our 
era. He recommended green plants to be plowed into the soil, 
and even that crops should be cultivated for that purpose; for 
these, he says, “enrich the earth as much as dung.” The 
lupin is named as an excellent manure by most of the early 
writers on agriculture, and is cultivated at the present day in 
Spain, Italy, Tuscany, and the south of France for the purpose 
of being plowed into the soil. 

The plowing under of green crops is directly opposed to 
burning peat, or turf, in regard to intention and effect, and is 
particularly serviceable where the basis of vegetable mould is 
to be increased. The soil, manured by them, receives all the 
vegetable food contained in the seed sown, the quantity of 
which, in peas and buckwheat is not very inconsiderable. 
Some plants employed for this purpose, as peas, turnips, Clover, 
&c., push down their roots into the soil far below the reach of 
the ordinary plow, and whatever nutriment they find there, they 
suck up and bring to the surface, in the form of green manure, 
and administer it to the growth of other plants, as wheat, 
barley, oats, and rye; the principle being to enrich the soil by 
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setting a quick-growing plant to draw organic matter from the 
air, and inorganic from the subsoil, and then plowing it in. 
When the green crops are turned into the soil, besides enrich- 
ing its staple with fertilising matter, they promote the fermen- 
tation and decomposition of woody fibre buried near the sur- 
face, which is a useless incumbrance in an undecayed state, so 
far as any immediate effect is concerned. In general, they 
should be plowed under, if possible, when in flower, or at the 
time when the flower is opening; for, in this stage of growth, 
they contain the largest quantity of soluble matter. 

For poor, light and sandy soils, these green manures do well ; 
and also for poor clays, which, however, are much improved 
by having the subsoil burnt, or rather charred, with peat, spent 
tan bark, saw dust, apple pomace, or any other cheap fuel. 
And as green vegetable matters ferment, or sour, when under- 
going decomposition, the land should be limed just before or 
soon after plowing under the plants. 

The vegetables grown for this purpose should possess the fol- 
lowing properties in order to be cultivated with economy, and 
attain the desired end :—I1st, They should flourish on poor soils ; 
2d, should require but little labor of cultivation ; 3d, have cheap 
seed; 4th, be of quick and sure growth; 5th, stand ail weath- 
ers.and vermin; 6th, run their roots deep; 7th, bring up such 
inorganic matter from the subsoil as the succeeding crops re- 
quire; 8th, should smother weeds; and 9th, they should pro- 
duce a large quantity of herbage, that will readily decay in 
the soil. 

The plants best known for the above purposes, may be de- 
‘scribed and compared as follows :— 

Jerusalem Ariichoke—The Jerusalem artichoke, (Helianthus 
tuberosus,) is one of the plants found by Boussingault to draw 
its nitrogen almost entirely from the air. Hence, it is recom- 
mended as an ameliorating crop, when plowed under before 
the tubers are formed. 

This plant may be propagated in most parts of the United 
States by scts from the roots, and will grow in any soil moder- 
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ately moist, especially such as are sandy and light. The sets 
should be planted in early spring, and may be cultivated ina 
similar manner as the common potato. As it rather prefers 
shade to open culture, it thrives well in orchards; and instead 
of exhausting the land, it is stated that it will produce abun- 
dantly for 10 or more years in succession, without manure, even 
upon poor soils. It has further been stated, that it does not re- 
quire much tilling after it has once been planted ; for it is only 
necessary to draw the tops out of the ground, when ripe, the 
remaining roots being sufficient to produce the next year’s crop, 
without resetting ; and thus they continue from year to year, 
until they die of old age. All these properties seem to render 
this plant suitable for orchards; the pulling up of the tops 
opens the ground, while the avoidance of digging, after once 
set, will spare the roots of the trees many a wound from the 
plow or hoe. 

Bokhara Clover—The celebrated Bokhara or tree clover, 
(Melilotus leucantha major,) is a biennial herbaceous plant of 
very striking appearance, 6 to 12 feet high, covered with spikes 
of white pea-like blossoms, resembling those of some kinds of 
clover, which also shed a sweet perfume. Nature increases the 
woody fibre of this plant for support as it elongates its gigan- 
tic stem. If, however, it is cut at a height of 2 or 3 feet, it will 
be found nearly as succulent as the common red clover. 

Mr. Robert Arthur, of Edinburgh, states that no plant what- 
ever, within his knowledge, will produce so much weight of 
vegetable matter in an equal space and time; and were it only 
for its production, as a fertiliser, it is a boon to the agricultural 
world. In the economical formation of manure, he suggests 
that it might be liberally supplied with other food during the 
summer, to young cattle and pigs, in an open yard, profusely 
bedded over with layers of turf, peat, earth, ferns, straw, weeds, 
&c., and thereby save much outlay in the purchase of other 
manures. 

The seed of this clover may be sown in early spring, in 
drills, 18 inches asunder, in any part of the United States south 
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of Pennsylvania. The plants should be kept free from weeds, 
when young, by scraping them out with a hoe, The crops may 
be cut four or five times in the course of a season, as fodder for 
soiling, or for the purpose of being converted into manure. 

Borage (Borago officinalis)—This is a well-known plant in 
gardens, growing to a height of about 2 feet, with round, thick, 
juicy stalks, prickly to the touch, large, broad, wrinkled, hairy 
leaves, and bright-blue flowers, which open from June till late 
in autumn. It is much used as a fallow crop in Germany, and, 
accordlng to Lampadius, it draws from the air ten times as 
much nitrogen and other organic matter as it does from the 
soil; and hence is admirably adapted for enriching the land on 
which it grows. 

Buckwheat (Polygonum fagopyrum).—This well-known plant 
stands high in the scale of green manures, as two crops may 
be raised on the same ground in a year, with little labor in its 
culture, and but a small outlay for seed. Its roots, however, do 
not run very deep into the soil. Its ash sometimes abounds in 
salts of potash and of lime, nitrogen and phosphoric acid be- 
ing the most valuable ingredients with which they are com- 
bined. 

Buckwheat is usually sown on light, silicious and calcareous 
soils, but it will grow well on lands that are either stony or 
poor. The yield commonly ranges from 2 to 4 tons of stalks 
and leaves to an acre, and from 20 to 40 bushels of seed. It 
may be sown in the spring soon after the disappearance of 
frost, for a summer crop; or immediately after the harvesting 
of wheat, oats, or rye, or still later, for a crop in the fall. The 
period of growth is usually about two months. For a fallow 
crop, from 14 to 2 bushels of seed may be sown to an acre, 
which should be lightly harrowed in. The plant is very lux- 
uriant, and predominates over most weeds. As soon as the 
blossoms begin to appear, it is ready to bury in the soil. This 
is done first by passing a roller over the field, and following 
immediately after with the plow; or it may be mown half way 
up the stalks, and then plowed under with the stubble. 
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If the land is intended for turnips, and the buckwheat is plow- 
ed under in the fullness of its sap, it will become rotten, or de- 
composed, in about 10 days. The ground may then be plowed 
again, followed by the harrow, with a light dressing of guano, 
and then sown with the turnip seed, and afterwards rolled. 

But if the land be intended for wheat, the ground may lie 
two or three weeks after the buckwheat is plowed in, or until 
the grass or weeds begin to start; then plow the ground a 
second time, and sow the wheat the usual way ; or, if the 
weather is favorable, and the season far advanced, the wheat 
may be sown directly after tunring under the green crop. 

Red Clover—The common broad-leaved clover, (Trifolium 
pratense,) from its hardihood and adaptation to nearly all kinds 
of soil; its certain and rapid growth; abundant yield; chéap- 
ness of seed, quick decay, when incorparated with the soil ; and 
the great depth to which its roots penetrate the earth, is re- 
garded, in the United States, as one of the best of fallow crops. 
Under favorable circumstances, it will’ yield from 4 to 8 tons 
of green herbage per acre, in the coarse of a season; and its 
roots, which sometimes run into the soil to a depth of 2or3 
feet, are nearly equal in bulk to half the stalks and leaves. 
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A specimen of clover, 2 feet high, gathered when in blossom, 
at Albany, by Professor Emmons, on the 10th of June, yielded 
in 100 parts, as indicated in the above table. 
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The following analyses of the ash of red-clover hay, by 
Professor Way, are given in the Journal of the Royal Agricul- 
tural Society of England, one specimen grown on silicious 
sand, and the other on clay :— 
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From the above analyses, it will be seen that the ingredi- 
ents of this plant, when’ grown on sand and clay, are, in most 
respects, singularly alike. The greatest discrepancies occur in 
the amount of potash and carbonic acid. The proportion of 
sulphuric acid, however, does not truly represent the total 
amount of sulphur in the plant. For, 100 lbs. of the ash of 
dry clover, grown on sand, yielded 1,2},ths lbs. of sulphur ; and 
100 lbs. of that grown on clay, yielded 143,ths lbs. Hence, fully 
two thirds of the whole sulphur was dissipated in the combus- 
tion, and it is fair.to conclude that at least this proportion 
must have existed in the form of sulphate of lime, (gypsum,) 
or in some other condition than sulphuric acid. 

Red clover is extensively cultivated in various parts of the 
United States, not only as a superior forage or hay, but is fre- 
quently turned under in the summer or fall, to enrich the 
ground preparatory to a crop of wheat, or in the ensuing 
spring for the benefit of one of Indian corn. It is thought by 
some persons that the best time for plowing it in, is the rankest 
and most succulent stage of its growth; while others maintain, 
from facts founded upon the results of actual experiments, 
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that it is best to leave it to the period just preceding the de- 
cline of the fiower, when its extractive matter is most abundant. 

Clover is usually sown in this country in early spring with 
wheat or other grain, or with winter wheat in the fall. If in- 
tended for a fallow crop, it may be sown in February or March, 
while the ground is still subject to freezing and thawing, in 
order that the seed may gain admission into the soil without har- 
rowing in. The quantity to be sown to an acre may vary from 
10 to 15 lbs. When sown with wheat, if the first season’s 
growth be luxuriant after harvesting the grain, the “clover 
may be pastured in the autumn, or suffered to fall and waste on 
the ground, the former being the most economical. The follow- 
ing year, the early crops may be taken off for hay, and the se- 
cond, after partially ripening its seeds, may be plowed in; and 
thus it carries with it, a full crop of seed for future growth. It 
is usual when wheat is cultivated, to turn in the clover when in 
full flower in July, and allow the ground to remain undisturbed 
till the proper time for sowing the grain; when it may be cross 
plowed if necessary, or the wheat may sown directly on the 
ground and harrowed in. This system gives alternate crops 
of grain and clover, and with the use of such saline manures, 
as may be necessary to replace those abstracted from the soil, 
it will sustain the greatest fertility. With a slight dressing of 
these, when the land isin good condition, the first crop of clover 
may be taken off,and yet allow a sufficient growth for turning in. 

“It is a common observation of intelligent farmers, that they 
are never at a loss to renovate such lands as will produce even 
a moderate crop of clover. Poor clayey lands have been brought 
to a clover-bearing state, by sowing an early and late crop of 
oats in the same season, and feeding them off on the ground. 
Poor sandy soils may be made to sustain clover, with the aid 
of manure, ashes, and gypsum, combined with the free use of 
the roller. This object is much facilitated by scattering dry 
straw over the surface, which affords shade, increases the de- 
posit of dew, and prolongs its effects. Whenever the period 
of clover-producing is attained, the improvement of the soil 
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may be pushed with a rapidity commensuate with the inclina- 
tion and means of the owner.”—American Farm Book. 

Old Grass——One of the most common forms of green manure 
ing, practised in this country, is that of breaking up grass lands 
of various ages. The large amount of vegetable matter in the 
sod serves to fertilise the succeeding crop, and render the soil 
capable of yielding a richer return at a smaller expense of ar- 
tificial manure. 

Indian Corn (Zea mays).—F rom its rapid and luxuriant growth, 

its facility of decomposition when mixed with lime, and the 
large amount of fertilsing salts contained in its ash, this plant 
is highly valued for plowing in where the soil is deficient in 
humus that cannot be more economically obtained from some 
other source; but, from the trailing nature of its roots, which 
run not far below the surface of the ground, little or no benefit 
can be expected to be derived from its drawing up salts from 
any great depth in sour compact subsoils, 
_ The ash of a sample of early white-flint corn plant, about 43 
inches high, with the stalk just beginning to form, taken from 
a field near Albany, New York, on the 19th of July, according 
to Professor Emmons, yielded, in 100 parts, the following con- 
stituents :— 
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When used as a green manure, Indian corn may be sown 
broadcast, in June or July, at the rate of 3 or 4 bushels to an 
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acre, and may be mown close to the ground, just as the stalks 
are beginning to form. Then, in the operation of plowing, as 
soon as a furrow is opened, it may be partially filled by one 
or more persons with the newly-mown plants by means of a 
rake or the hands, and followed directly by others with a lib- 
eral scattering of caustic lime. As soon as a furrow is thus 
prepared, the next furrow slice will bury the green plant with 
the lime, decomposition will immediately take place, and the 
land will be brought into a fit condition for a crop of turnips, 
winter wheat, Timothy, or rye; or, in the spring following, the 
ground may be sown with wheat, oats, barley, grass seed, 
pumpkins, potatoes, or another crop of Indian corn. 

White Lupin (Lupinus albus).—This plant, which is at pres- 
ent cultivated in the south of Europe to a limited extent for 
forage and soiling, was employed as food by the ancient Ro- 
mans, and, as with the inhabitants of the present day, was 
plowed into the soil as a manure. In Germany, also, it has 
been found to be one of those plants by which unfruitful, sandy 
soils may be most speedily brought into a productive state. 
The superiority of this plant for the purpose of enriching the 
soil depends upon its deep roots, which descend more than 
2 feet beneath the surface ; upon its being little injured by 
drought, and’ not liable to be attacked by insects; upon its 
rapid growth; and upon its large produce in leaves and stems. 
Even in the north of Germany, it is said to yield, in 34 to 4 
months, 10 to 12 tons of green herbage. It grows in all soils 
except such as are marly and calcareous, is especially partial 
to such as have a ferruginous subsoil; and besides enriching, 
also opens stiff clays by its strong stems and roots. It abounds 
in potash, nitrogen, and phosphoric acid, and is considered the 
best of green manures, being almost equal to farmyard dung. 
The seeds are somewhat expensive, and about the size of peas. 
They should be sown as early in the spring as the season will 
admit, without injury from frost, and the plants will blossom 
in 3 or 4 months, soon after which, they may be turned into 
the soil, and succeeded by most of our field or garden crops. 
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Although rather slow to decay, its decomposition may be has- 
tened, if desirable, by the addition of caustic lime. 

White Mustard (Sinapis alba)—This plant, from its rapid 
_ and sure growth, abundant yield, and richness in fertilising 
salts, is highly valued when cultivated as a fallow crop. It 
may be sown broadcast, in the northern and middle states, at 
the rate of 2 to 3 pecks of seed to an acre, from early spring 
till August, and still later at the south. It should be plowed 
under just after the plant puts out flowers, and may be treated 
in a similar manner as clover or buckwheat. 

Oais (Avena sativa).—Of all the plants commonly cultivated 
in our fields, the oat seems to have the greatest power of draw- 
ing nourishment from the soil, and has been justly considered 
as an exhausting crop. The roots have a very strong vegeta- 
tive power, and strike quite deep into the earth, even in a soil 
that is indifferently poor; and hence this plant may be cultiva- 
ted with advantage to plow under to enrich the soil, but is in- 
ferior to clover, lupins, or buckwheat. 

The composition of the ash of the whole plant, on the 9th of 
July, when the oat had attained nearly its full height, but yet 
quite green, and the grain had scarcely begun to form in the 
interior of the husk, according to an analysis by Professor 
John P. Norton, while residing in Scotland, was as follows :— 


POlASIN ANG} BOWS Z .ie/e viaie'a eine. miareielelelniain We ce vin olaieistaieie ei 31.31 


GHOrIGe| Of SOGUUIMG S «\s)are:5 9,0 4 s'sim ale ele sie cis)aiaiulvjoec.e aaa’ ie 8.10 
MGTWNG 5 ie cote diel cis slave Gigs alaieistove Slee lajnie)y’enalelsl ieatevereieie vis ote 5.40 
IVIFOTIORIEG « ccerelsleiotetalateisioitiersjere ee ialcleie seis ere aveeieie atte otal @eta 4,52 
ARAL OL MELON Asie o juraicictole(aialleieu diete atu eleie.sja/old eeiteip imac 0.21 
STANAIERTATLG AULA cls 0, o)atu's cio siayareielelbdia)s.aiei, sinseiete erais\eictalelCted 12.78 
PP ROSDIOUIC ACLs siccainis s b.v ois einierelelnejere ciatvialoin waa siomraiate 20.09 
MEIC Bere sivizic oe icie cre wiclara’b'e wieleig eisieiesle sina cite mieete oie enters 17.05 

99.46 


At this period of growth, the per-centage of water contained 
in the plant was 76,37, per cent., and that of the ash, calculated 
dry, 124 per cent. It was remarked by Professor Norton, that 


the large quantity of sulphuric acid present at this stage of 
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growth would have diminished as the plant matured, as he had 
seldom found so much in the ash of the oat when ripe. 

As the general composition of the oat is similar to that of the 
other cereals, it would be rational to infer that the green plants 
buried in the soil, would serve as an excellent fertiliser for all 
our cereal crops. The mode of plowing under may be similar 
to that recommended in Indian corn, either with, or without the 
admixture of caustic lime. 

Cow Pea (Phaseolus vel multiflorus?).—The cow pea, or Yeat- 
man pea, as it is sometimes called, like the pole bean and 
other runners of the same kindred, grows with a long vine, 
and produces an abundance of broad succulent leaves, which 
draw nitrogen and carbonic acid from the air; but its slight 
spindle-shaped roots do not penetrate so deeply into the soil as 
the long tap roots of clover, and consequently do not bring to 
the surface so great an amount of fertilising salts from the sub- 
soil below. Still, it is regarded as the most valuable, and cer- 
tainly the cheapest fertiliser that can be employed at the south. 

This plant will grow on poor, sandy land, and if sown early 
in March, it will mature two good crops in the season, from two 
successive plantings. It may be sown broadcast, or in drills, 
at the rate of 2 or 3 bushels to the acre, or sufficiently close to 
give a good and early covering to the ground, after which, it 
requires little or no culture. As soon as it is in full flower, or 
the pods begin to form, the vines may be cut off near the 
ground, or passed over with a field roller, and plowed under in 
a similar manner as clover, and suffered to decay, preparatory 
to planting a crop of sweet potatoes, beans, peas, or Indian 
corn. 

Rape (Brassica napis).—As this plant can only be grown on 
soils, which, in a measure, are already rich, it cannot be profit- 
ably cultivated as a green manure, although it has the advan- 
tage of growing very late in autumn as well as in the begin- 
ning of spring. It also sends down deep roots, which loosen 
clayey soils by their hard thick stems. 

In the light soils of Belgium, rape is sown after early po- 
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tatoes and peas, and plowed under preparatory to a succeeding 
crop of wheat or rye. The period of growth is about 5 months, 
and a good crop, when in full flower, weighs 10 or 12 tons of 
green herbage to an acre. The plant abounds in potash, phos- 
phoric acid, and nitrogen. 

Rye (Secale cereale)—Unlike the lupin and rape, rye may 
be cultivated on poor light soils, although unfit for wheat, and 
with some degree of profit, where it is desirable to enrich the 
land for other crops; but from the small amount of nitrogen 
and fertilising salts contained in the ash, and the trailing char- 
acter of its roots, it is much less valuable to plow in as a green 
manure. 

Rye is often sown as a green crop, and when fed off early in 
spring by sheep, the land is invigorated, and will bear excel- 
lent potatoes, or other roots, the same year. But as this prac- 
tice cannot be strongly recommended, it would be preferable to 
sow the rye late in the summer or early in autumn, and feed it 
off in the October and November following, when sheep pas- 
tures begin to fail, which can be done without any detriment 
to the succeeding crop the next year. By this means, the sheep 
will drop their manure upon the field, and not only benefit the 
crop of rye the spring following, but enrich the land for other 
crops. 3 

Sorrel (Rumex acetosella).—It does not appear that any far- 
mer has cultivated, nor that any writer, except the Earl of 
Dundonald, has recommended the growth of those plants to be 
promoted, which seem indigenous to any particular soil, with 
intention of rendering such plants of use in the future produc- 
tion of grain, or the rich herbage upon which cattle feed. 

“Soils not calcareous,” says Dundonald, “containing much 
inert vegetable matter or peat, have a tendency to produce wild 
sorrel, a plant considered in general as an indication of the 
want of fertility in the soil. This is certainly correct, if the 
fertility of the soil is only to be estimated by the use or value 
at market of the crop, but not as it respects vegetation itself; 
for a soil of the above description often produces a most plen- 
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tiful crop of sorrel. In this case, as it applies to the further 
improvement of the land, the growth of sorrel should as much 
as possible be encouraged, even by sowing the seed for this 
especial purpose. The vegetation of this plant is no doubt pro- 
moted in the soil by the oxalic or soreline acid, formed by the 
combination of oxygen, or pure air, with the basis of the soreline 
acid contained in the vegetable matter of the soil; and so long 
as the vegetable matter remains in a state fit to become oxygen- 
ated, it will have a tendency to promote the growth of sorrel. 
It has been stated that.the juice, or salt of sorrel, is a superacid- 
ulated neutral salt, consisting of the vegetable alkali and the 
oxalic acid. This superabundant acid is inimical to the growth 
of grain, or of such vegetables or grasses as constitute the food 
of most animals; but which tendency in the soil, and injurious 
consequences, are to be corrected by the application of differ- 
ent substances, namely, by lime, by chalk, by magnesia, by 
alkaline salts, and by paring and burning. 

“ Lime will combine with the acid of the sorrel, and form an 
oxalite of lime, which is insoluble. As such, it should only be 
applied in such small quantities as will neutralise the acid in 
the soil, or the superabundant proportion of acid contained in 
the sorrel; so that the other component part of sorrel, namely, 
the oxalate of potash, may not be decomposed by the superior 
affinity which the oxalic acid has to lime; in which case, the 
alkali would be disengaged. No injury will arise from the ap- 
plication of a superabundance of lime, provided that the soil 
contain a still greater proportion of vegetable matter; in which 
case, the alkali disengaged by the lime, would act upon the 
vegetable matter, and form a saline substance, similar to that 
which the superabundant use of lime had decomposed. 

“Ground of this description, to which lime has been applied, 
will no longer have a tendency to promote the growth of sor- 
rel in preference to other plants; its next spontaneous growth 
will probably be chickweed, which is a certain indication of its 
being in a state fit to produce grain or other crops. 

“Magnesia has a greater affinity with the oxalic acid than 
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alkalies have, so that by the addition of earths, containing mag- 
nesia, to ground producing a crop of sorrel, the acid will not 
only be neutralised, but the oxalate of potash, the other com- 
ponent part of sorrel, will likewise be decomposed. By this 
means, the alkali will be disengaged, and put into a situation to 
act upon, and dissolve the inert vegetable matter contained in 
the soil. The salt formed by the combination of the magnesian 
earth with the oxalic acid, will,as well as the vegetable matter 
dissolved by the alkali, be found to promote vegetation in a 
very great degree; hence, magnesia, by forming with the ox- 
alic acid a soluble salt, has an advantage over lime, which 
forms with the same acid a salt that is nearly insoluble, but 
capable of being brought into action by methods previously 
stated. 

“ By the application of alkaline salts to sorrel, there results 
a salt fully nutralised, which highly promotes the vegetation, 
or growth, of more valuable plants and grain.” 

Spurry—(Spurgula arvensis).—It is to poor dry sandy soils 
that green manuring has been found most signally beneficial ; 
and for such soils, no plant has been more lauded than spurry. 
It may either be sown in autumn, on the wheat stubble, or after 
early potatoes, and plowed under in spring, preparatony to the 
annual crop; or it may be used to replace the naked fallow, ° 
which is often hurtful to lands of so light a character. In the 
latter case, the first sowing may take place in March, the 
second in May, and the third in July, each crop being plowed 
in to the depth of 3 or 4 inches, and the new seed then sown 
and harrowed. When the third crop is plowed in, the land is 
ready for a crop of winter grain. 

Von Voght, of Germany, states that, by such treatment, the 
worst shifting sands may be made to yield remunerative crops 
of rye; that the most worthless sands are more improved by 
it than those of a better natural quality ; that the green manur- 
ing every other year not only nourishes sufficiently the alter- 
nate crops of rye, but gradually enriches the soil; and that it 
increases the effect of any other manure that may subsequent- 
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ly be put on. He adds, also, that spurry produces often as 
much improvement, if eaten off by cattle, as if plowed in, and 
that when fed upon this plant, either green or in the state of 
hay, cows not only give more milk, but of a richer quality. 

The roots of spurry run into the soil to a depth of 15 or 18 
inches; the stalks and leaves rapidly decay ; and the ash of 
the whole plant abounds in nitrogen, phosphoric acid, and 
potash. 

Turnip (Brassica rapa).—In some parts of England, turnip 
tops are plowed under, when green, as soon as the bulbs are 
taken off the land; and it is stated that there is no better way 
for manuring for wheat. The portion of the turnip bulbs 
which are left in the ground, when they are fed off by sheep, 
when plowed under, contributes to enrich the land for a crop of 
barley that is to follow. 

According to Professor Way, in the Journal of the Royal 
Agricultural Society of England, the mean analyses of the ash 
of six specimens of’ turnips were as follows :— 


Bulbs. Tops. 
Su Gaara orice nctae caeclarie eieleha ais Wiaiate 1 eR Sar sine 3.99 
Phosphorle acid,.........++seeeseee DB ctel tate al laze’ ase 6.17 
Sulphuric acid,........ aiskaldgete ls eieisters, 113 3) 12 eee che 8.43 
@arh onic ACs a aleve ote lotelseialetalarssela'e ae UC a erinoe tc 9,98 
MAM Gye pssceierotaik oy sears sioiees gee kel evatarald ORS ee bees ae 28.49 
MaRNGSIG,... 5.6. pcce es ceeee ude ne ele Dr Olean on iaeleee 2.81 
Per-Oxide On Wns «jas = </ole ele. ac's/o)ays's oles OIAG ESS evalase «sre] ere 1.68 
a Gasbige se. sites sito wlete stows’ sls) s/» <iete clots SEU SMR ge Oe ae 15.21 
Se SMM GLa fe cle tisicletetevebeieye(winio:sVoisa/eie'a|leieis'e MOG acasas se eens 2.84 
Chioride of sodiumy. ..........5...56 BaD ve cietsrarersteiate 15.30 
Chloride of potassium,.........----+ eR TTONCOe Che 5.04 
99.93 99.94 


From the above analyses, it will be seen that the ash of the 
top differs from that of the bulb chiefly in containing less phos- 
phoric and sulphuric acids, less potash, but a great deal more 
lime. Neither in the top nor in the bulb is there much silica, 
but the ash of both contains much carbonic acid, and a con- 
siderable quantity of chloride of sodium (common salt). This 
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circumstance may, in part, explain the action of turnip tops in 
causing purging in sheep when they are first turned upon them 
to feed. Other alkaline salts, such as the phosphates of soda 
and potash, and other organic salts of these bases, oxalate, tar- 
trate, &c., and which are known as purgatives, exist largely in 
the leaves of the turnip. 

The turnip, like most root crops, from the great development 
of its gas-collecting leaves, is believed to be comparatively in- 
dependent of the soil for nourishment. It is stated that it may 
in reality have the property of adding to, rather than taking 
from, the quantity of vegetable matter in the soil, even when 
entirely removed—for land has been found after several years 
cropping with turnips, all the produce being carried off, abso- 
lutely richer in organic matter than at first, the plant having 
returned to the soil more than it had taken from it. This prin- 
ciple is founded upon the belief that, in the circulation of veg- 
etable juices of the plants, there is a continual ejection into the 
soil of matters not required in the economy of their growth; 
but whether the amount thus voided much exceeds that which 
is taken in by the roots, it is difficult to decide. It is extremely 
likely, however, that in broad-leaved plants of rapid growth 
this result may sometimes occur. | 

Vetch, or Tare (Vicia sativa).—This plant is inferior in many 
of its qualities to the white lupin; yet, in Southern Germany, 
it is often sown on the stuble, and plowed in after it has been 
touched with frost, and has begun to decay. Its period of 
growth is about 3 months, but will be hastened by gypsum; its 
produce 6 or more tons per acre; its roots do not run deep; 
its decay is rapid; and the whole plant abounds in potash, 
nitrogen, and phosphoric acid. 


REFUSE HAY. 


Bes1DEs the litter from the cribs or stalls of stables, the far- 
mer often has left in the spring considerable quantities of re- 
fuse or damaged hay at the bottom of his stacks or mows, which 
can readily be converted into excellent manure by spreading 
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it over his barn yard, and there let it remain to rot and become 
incorporated with the urine and dung of the animals. But the 
fertilising properties of hay varies according to the species of 
grass from which it is made. Thus, in the ash of three of our 
most prominent artificial grasses, Timothy, (Phieum praiense,) 
Kentucky blue grass, (Poa pratensis,) and the American orchard 
or cock’s-foot grass, (Dactylis glomerata,) we find, according to 
the analyses of Professor Way, the following constituents :— 


Kentucky | Orchard 
Composition. Timothy. |blue grass.| grass. 
Bettis occa teers siclarsei= 5 31.09 32.93 26.65 | 
Phosphoric acid,...... 11.29 10.02 8.60 | 
Sulphuric acid,....... 4.86 4,26 3.52 
Carbonic acid,:. ics: <: 4.02 0.40 2.09 
Toisas Ssjareyatie! ete » 14.94 5.63 5.82 
Magnesia,.........-.- 5.30 2.71 2,22 
Per-oxide of iron,..... 0.27 0.28 0.59 
| POSH eae <eiseels cco sieals 24,25 BEG 29.52 
Chloride of potassium, 0.70 11.25 17.86 
Chloride of sodium,... 5.24 1.31 3.09 
| 9996 | 99.96 | 99.96 


| SED sl ek pte CAEL: IR ANON EAS 
From the above analyses, it will be observed that each of 
these grasses contains a remarkably high per-centage of silica 
as well as of potash; and what is still more remarkable, not 
one of them contains any soda, as such, although they contain 
variable proportions of chloride of sodium (common salt). 
Bog-meadow hay and that made from water grasses, gen- 
erally, are not so rich in fertilising salts as that made from our 
sweet artificial grasses that are grown upon a dry soil; and 
consequently bog-meadow hay is of less value to convert into 
manure. 


o 


HUMUS, OR VEGETABLE MOULD—HUMIC ACID—ULMIC ACID 


Tur general name of “humus” is given to the fine, dark- 
brown or blackish particles of decayed vegetation, which im- 
part their richness to all fertile soils. It is commonly called 
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by gardeners “vegetable mould,” and has also received the 
names of “humin,” “humic acid,” humic extract,” “coal of 
humus,” and has been improperly called “ ulmin,” “ ulmic acid,” 
“ seine,” “ geic agid,” “apotheme,” &c., &c. It is formed by the 
gradual decomposition of vegetable matter ; exists more or less 
in all soils; forms the chief substance of peat; and generally 
consists of a mixture of several different compounds, which 
are naturally produced during the decay of the several parts 
of trees and plants. It is distinguished into the “ mild,” “ sour,” 
and “ coaly humus.” 

The mild imparts a brown color to water, but does not render 
it sour; givesa dark-brown solution when boiled with carbonate 
of soda; evolves ammonia when heated with caustic potash 
or soda, or with slacked lime, and leaves an ash, when burned, 
Which contains lime and magnesia. The sour gives, with 
water, a brown solution of a more or less sour taste. This 
variety is iess favorable to vegetation than the former, and in- 
dicates,a want of lime in the soil. The coaly humus gives 
little color to water, or to a hot solution of carbonate of soda; 
leaves an ash which contains little lime; occurs generally on 
the surface of very sandy soils, and is very unproductive. It 
is greatly ameliorated by the addition of wood ashes or lime. 

When a fertile soil, or a piece of dry peat, is boiled with a 
solution of the common carbonate of soda of the shops, a 
brown solution, more or less dark, is obtained, from which, 
when diluted muriatic acid, (spirits of salt,) is added till the 
liquid has a distinctly sour taste, brown flocks begin to fall. 
This brown flocky matter is humic acid. 

Tf, instead of a solution of carbonate of soda, one of caustic 
ammonia, (the hartshorn of the shops,) be digested upon the 
soil or peat by a gentle heat, a more or less dark-brown solu- 
tion is obtained, which, on the addition of muriatic acid, gives 
brown flocks as before, but which now consists of ulmic acid. 

These two acids combine with lime, magnesia, alumina, and 
oxide of iron, forming compounds, (salts,) which are respect- 
tively distinguished by the names of “ humates” and “ ulmates.” 
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They probably both exist, ready formed, in the soil in variable 
proportions, and in combination with one or more of the earthy 
substances above mentioned—lime, alumina, &c. They are 
produced by the decay of vegetable matter in the soil, which 
decay is materially facilitated by the presence of one or other 
of these substances, and by lime especially—on the principle 
that the formation of acid compounds is in all such cases much 
promoted by the presence of a substance with which that acid 
may combine. They predispose organic substances to the for- 
mation of such acids, and consequently to the decomposition 
by which they are to be produced. These two acids consist 
respectively of 


Humic acid. Ulmic acid. 
CALI Oa 2 css Sista ise ue wis homie eke Goes eile 57.00 
EEPUPOR OM. s:acs/ nar ae afin ncurce OS asieee ae Gee Sioa tad 4.75 
SV OO Nacecdaak ews sav ca von auloawas wean OL eiasieit sae cts 38.25 
100 100.00 


When exposed to the air, the humates and ulmates, contained 
in the soil, undergo decomposition ; give off carbonic acid, and 
are changed into carbonates. The admission of air into the 
soil facilitates this decomposition, which is supposed to be 
continually going forward—and it is in the form of this gas 
that plants are considered by some to imbibe the largest por- 
tion of that carbon for which they are indebted to the soil.— 
Johnston. ; 

The real utility of humus, irrespective of the ashes which 
mould contains, arises from the following effects :—Ist. It is 
constantly decaying, and thus producing carbonic acid and 
water, which feed the plant and moisten the soil. 2d. During 
decay, it constantly absorbs nitrogen from the air, which be- 
comes converted into ammonia and nitric acid, and is thus ad- 
mirably fitted to sustain vegetation. 3d. It not only imparts 
valuable mechanical qualities to the soil by increasing its 
warmth, porosity, and friability, but the carbonic acid produced, 


as well as the nitric acid, by acting on the insoluble minerals 
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of the soil, as the silicates of potash, soda, lime, and its bone 
earth and other phosphates, dissolves or decomposes them, 
rendering them food for plants. In this manifold way, humus 
becomes of great utility to culture, but is neither the only 
manure, nor competent of itself to produce fertility ; for, accu- 
mulations of humus are by no means desirable ; 10 per cent. in 
the soil is an abundance, and 2 to 3 per cent. is quite enough 
for most plants. Potatoes, roots, corn, cotton, tobacco, cru- 
ciferous plants, and wheat are most partial to this body; they 
are all plants developed by culture, and require a supply of 
food by the roots as well as leaves. Grasses, clovers, and many 
beans increase instead of exhaust the soil of humus; hence, 
their utility in rotations. 

The amount of humus in the soil is readily increased by 
green fallows, by plowing in straw, prepared peat, and all veg- 
etable rubbish. The greater part of the solid matter of all 
putrescent manures is humus, decayed wood, the rotten interior 
of the trunk and branches, &c.— Gardner. 


LEAVES OF TREES AND PLANTS—LEAF MOULD. 


Tue leaves of trees and plants, where they can be collected 
in- large quantities, may be highly useful in augmenting the 
manure heaps of the farm. It has been recommended that, in 
wooded countries, all the leaves which can be had at little ex- 
pense, should .be raked together in October or November, and 
carted to the barn yard, pig sties, and sheep folds for littering 
or bedding them during the winter. In due time, they become 
incorporated with the dung of the animals, and also serve as 
an excellent absorbent of their urine, which might otherwise 
be lost. 

The fertilising properties of leaves vary with the species of 
trees and plants upon which they grow. Thus, the ashes of the 
leaves of iron wood, or hop hornbeam, (Ostrya vinginica,) dog 
wood, (Cornus florida,) and of the harvest apple tree, (Pyrus 
malus,) according to the analyses given in the “ Natural History 
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of the State of New York,” consisted of the following ingre- 
dients :— 


[Fea Fr ae RST 
| Iron wood.|Dog wood.! Apple tree, 
MNCs, porcrtaterct ole eeie.cr stare 10.50 —_— 5.78 
Carbonic acid,..:..¢... 10.49 17.25 15.20 
“TRABUCO TERT (6 FROM Reresoin —_—— 4,85 
h| Sulpuhric acid,........ 0.22 3.05 0.14 
Phosphates, -.:32)..0:3.'. 95.33 24.85 16.78 
Limes). ene. ete bers 37.48 33.49 36.40 
IMAONESI By. 0's <:s)si0.0 cje509 0.08 1.24 0.08 
GUASHy ersheteleles crete tes 7.37 5.56 13.18 
SIE GEA Renn ee Oe 5.90 G.82i 11) ob DTG 
MIOVING, 2.5 oc aite ec se. as 0.63 _— 
Chloride of sodiwm,... 1.99 —— 0.06 
Organic matter,....... 2.85 2195.5" 2,85 
102.03 | 99.89 102.09 


From these three analyses, it will be seen that they somewhat 
resemble each other, as regards the proportions of lime, the 
phosphates, and the organic matter, as well as the carbonic 
acid they contain; but in the other constituents, the amounts 
differ, as will be found the case with many other trees and 
plants. 

Leaf mould, or rotten leaves, is a manure so nearly adapted 
for universal application, that no other exception need be made 
to it than the case of a soil already too rich. It is too valu- 
able to be used on common occasions, alone; but may be mixed 
with sand, perfectly-rotten dung, exhausted tan bark, or other 
ingredients, according to the wants of the soil. 


MALT DUST. 


WuEeN barley is caused to sprout by the maltster, and is after- 
wards dried, the small shoots and rootlets drop off, and form 
the substance known by the names of “ malt dust” and “ malt 
combs.”. One hundred bushels of barley yield 4 or 5 bushels 
of this dust, which, when applied to the land, serves as a 
manure of great power and vivacity. It excels in stimulating 
a cold soil, and answers best as a top-dressing in the spring. 
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For wheat, from 40 to 80 bushels of this substance may be 
employed to an acre; for bariey or turnips, from 30 to 60 bush- 
els; and for grass lands, from 16 to 32 bushels to an acre. 
Like guano and rape dust, its portability renders this manure 
of great convenience and value to the farmer, wherever it can 
be obtained. 


RIOSS, OR LICHENS, FROM ROCKS AND TREES. 


Ix the coid and temperate parts of the globe, plants of a very 
low organisation grow upon the rocks and the bark of trees, 
where they form a kind of incrustatidn, and are commonly 
known by the name of “moss.” They often abound in oxa- 
late of lime, which, in some cases, is equivalent to 15 or 20 per 
cent. of pure oxalic acid. 

Although these substances have never been employed within 
my knowlege as a manure, it is possible, that, where they oc- 
cur in abundance, they might be collected, and decomposed 
with sulphuric acid, as suggesled under the head of oxaLaTE 
OF LIME. 


¢ 


OIL CAKE. 


THE residue of oleaginous seeds, after expression for oil, 
such as those of flax, hemp, cotton, poppy, coconut, &c., is 
usually Known by the name of “oil cake,” and in almost every 
case is useful as a manure, particularly for a succeeding crop 
of the same kind. In Great Britain, the cake of limseed has 

itherto been used for this purpose in considerable quantity ; 
but, for some years past, as it is relished so well, and has 
proved so fattening to cattle, that have been fed upon it, this 
substance is seldom applied directly to the land as a manure. 

‘he coconut cake is also employed in Southern India, not 
only for feeding cattle, but as a manure to the coconut tree 
itself. . ‘ 

In France, and some parts of Belgium, where the poppy is 


a a a 
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extensively cultivated for the oil yielded by its seeds, the resi- 
due, or cake, is higbly prized as a manure. 

When flax seed is ground into a coarse powder, and digested 
with a small quantity of water, with the aid of heat, and is 
subjected to strong pressure, two products are obtained—the 
one, linseed oil, and the other, the oil cake, which remains in 
the press. By this operation, no other substance but oil, if we 
except a small quantity of water, is separated from the cake; 
and the two products, therefore, corfectly represent the com- 
position of the seed from which they are derived. Linseed is 
known to consist principally of mucilage, or gum, sugar, oil, 
and albuminous matter—the former three of which being sub- 
stances devoid of nitrogen, the latter having the same constit- 
uents as the flesh of animals, or the gluten of wheat. Now, as 
linseed oil contains no nitrogen, it is obvious that the cake 
must be richer in albuminous principles than the seed. The 
mean composition of linseed cake from different countries, as 
given by Professor Way, is as follows :-— 


Countries. Nitrogen. | Oil. Water. Ash. 

A ANIGEs is ceca see 4.72 9.06 7.60 7.89 

| United States,..... 4.74 11.41 7.60 6.35 
Ne LaANG swiss 16 cee os 4.57 13.52 8.60 7.27 
Germany,......... 4.65 9.84 7,98 9,56 
Holland, sti. 3.0% 4.65 9,84 7.98 9.56 

Tigao ARMS US ste cisco! Sach siecs 5.14 11.86 8.88 8.39 
MGV, hs eo esate eats « 5.03 | 11.84 9.03 4 7.55 
RSLCEM ast wah coteinhe cts 472 | : 


From the above analyses, it would appear that the oil cake 
of each of the above-named countries, with the exception of 
Russia and Italy, are on an average practically alike, in regard 
to the amount of nitrogen they contain. 

From the same authority last quoted, I insert below the mean 
analyses of the ash of two samples of linseed, the composition 
of which should exhibit no other difference from linseed cake, 
than that produced by the accidental introduction into the lat- 
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ler of a little grit, or sand, derived from the stones employed 
in grinding the seed :— 


Stig RONNIE redid ces - .. 145 
PHOSPROMC ACA G2 volts = cies cintersiaiclelsisteiembieiwin cine tiene 38:54 
IML POLIO ACIGr cs eine e alee s siele cine vase sactsiotrels amerctaaiats 1.56 
Carbonic: Aids sso 25s. HFK cise S bees « eeotians. dehteoramiet 0.22 
TANG) cjarsierataieied spins sseswad obey nmicy = tr kateicletete trea okernoetets 8.40 
\ PRISOMESIA, care foreie assiata aes is/siaicie Caiainiap e otdels veine ciple an 13.11 
Per-oxide of iron,.... Pe errr rr 0.50 

POH Sab. 5s Cbs, cation 5 clo tat ce olnle Bara ere ret aesye Pee a a 
PIO A, Cicthr tem he wh tamr ays oi via isle «dois o blnsaista ote aiaiellere’ «asst slot deeeOu 
CHiGride (Gf Sad Mayes fa, 5 Siurcie ase e wwisiein, «aU bisis)d aeiy sishale ielm 0.36 
100.00 


From an inspection of the above, it will be seen that the ash 
of linseed abounds in potash and phosphoric acid, two very im- 
portant items in the composition of fertilisers; and hence, to- 
gether with the nitrogen, consists the value of oil cake as a 
manure. 


OXALIC ACID. 


Oxatic acrD, when pure, consists of colorless, odorless, trans- 
parent crystals, having an intensely-acid taste, and effervesces 
with the carbonates of potash and soda; but on account of its 
poisonous qualities, it is unsafe to administer it as a medicine, 
as half of an ounce is sufficient to destroy life in a very short 
time, and a quarter of an ounce in a few days. It effloresces 
in warm dry air; fuses and sublimes at 350° F.; dissolves 
readily in 8 parts of water, mixed with 4 parts of alcohol at 
60°, and in its own weight of water at 212°, or twice its weight 
in water that is cold. 

In an uncombined state, this acid exists in the hairs of the 
chick pea. In combination with potash, it is found in the wood 
sorrel, (Owalis acetosella,) as well as in the common sorrel and 
other species of rumex, in which consists the acidity of these 
plants. It also occurs in the leaves and roots of rhubarb, and 
in the roots of tormentilla, bistort, gentian, saponaria, and in 


: 
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many others. Combined with lime, it forms the solid parts of 
many lichens, which incrust the sides of rocks and trees, and 
not unfrequently contain more than half their weight of oxalate 
of lime. It can be formed artificially by the action of nitric 
acid on starch, sugar, gum, and many other organic substances. 

When perfectly free from water, oxalic acid contains no 
hydrogen, but consists of 


CAMDEN ee era scra tiatorais sisietere’s atelsealaie si ayckaistevalaiiets ore era sroratattty 33.75 
DEN LOMa Nsw tdolathad aeava gaa ealeCaeoph s Saeutsteme loeb otelaine 66.25 
100.00 


When heated with strong sulphuric acid, it is decomposed and 
resolved into equal volumes of gaseous carbonic acid and car- 
bonic oxide. 

Although this substance, according to Professor Johnston, is 
not known to exist in the soil, nor in the waters which reach 
the roots of vegetation, and consequently is not thought to min- 
ister either to their growth or nourishment, still it 1s found 
largely in the interior of many species of plants, as stated 
above. Yet,if we can rely upon the remark quoted from Dun- 
donald, under the head of “sorretw.” which we have no reason 
to doubt, by the application of alkaline salts to the green 
plants containing this acid, there results another salt, fully 
neutralised, which highly promotes the vegetation, or ero, 
of more valuable plants and grain. 


PEAT AND SWAMP MUCK. 


Peat, or inert vegetable matter, for the most part, is formed 
by the growth of sphagnous mosses, and of the remains of 
aquatic plants, or of those vegetables which generally grow 
in humid or moist situations. Their nourishment and growth 
are promoted by atmospheric air, by the decomposition. of 
water, and by the calcareous and alkaline matters held in so- 
lution, and contained in most kinds of water. These substan- 
ces, alone, are sufficient to account for the growth of such 
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aquatic vegetables, and the accumulation on the surface of the 
earth of that tough, spongy matter forming peat mosses, peat 
swamps, or bogs. 

Dead leaves, rotten trunks, branches, and seeds of trees also . 
often enter into the composition of a peat swamps; but they 
form only a small proportion of the whole mass, though they 
generally attract more attention on account of the perfect pre- 
servation of their forms, by which the nature of the tree may 
be recognised, even when its substance is perfectly rotten, 
brown, and black. 

Trees of a considerable size have been frequently found at 
the bottom of peat mosses, with the appearance of having been 
cut down, or in part acted on by fire. Hence, it may be infer- 
red, that the peat moss itself did not give birth to, nor support 
the growth of, such trees; but on the contrary, that, by the de- 
struction of forests, in consequence of natural causes, fire, or 
war, the trees had been thrown down, and causing a stoppage 
of the waters in their passage to the sea, the growth and decay 
of the aquatic vegetables, already noticed, had formed those 
extensive peat mosses and fens, which, in their natural state, 
are of all soils the most unproductive, but which are the most 
fertile when improved. : 

According to Dr. Jackson, peat contains crenic acid, mostly 
combined with lime, magnesia, alumina, and oxide of iron; 
apocrenic acid; humic acid; humin and ulmin., the latter be- 
ing found in brown peat; extract of humus, consisting of two 
distinct substances; vegetable fibre, disorganised in part ; 
phosphoric acid, combined with earthy bases; sulphuric acid, 
combined with alumina, and with oxide of iron; oxide of man- 
ganese; also a little potash and soda, sea-salt, and silica. It 
also contains a small proportion of phosphate of lime, a saline 
ingredient which enters largely into the composition of all 
cereal grains; and phosphate of magnesia, an important salt 
required for the perfect growth of all our cultivated plants. 
The sulphates of iron and of alumina, also, are not unfrequent- 
ly present in excess, and exert a baneful action on plants. 
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There are, probably, other organic acids than those mentioned 
above, in some kinds of peat, but such are the ones most gen- 
erally present. 

Peat always contains nitrogen, and will give out ammonia by 
the action of hydrate of potash. This is stated by Jackson to 
be owing to the presence of the highly-nitrogenised crenic and 
apocrenic acids, which he found present in all the peats he had 
analysed. 

When peat is exposed to the air, it blackens, and evidently 
undergoes a change in its composition, a large proportion of 
apocrenic acid being produced by the action of the atmos- 
phere—a change analogous to that which takes place when a 
yellow subsoil is exposed to the action of the air, and becomes 
a black mould. 

Again, the products of vegetable decomposition under water 
differ essentially from those arising from exposure to the air; 
and the changes which take place in a bog, by draining, and 
afterwards plowing it, are probably more complicated than is 
generally imagined. For, it is well known that when such a 
bog, or swamp, has been thus improved, or when recently-dug 
peat has been freely spread ona soil, it generally acts unfav- 
orably on vegetation, and the farmer justly says it is “sour” 
and worthless in that state. This acidity will be recognised 
by those who have observed the stones taken from boggy 
land, from which every trace of matter that the acid would 
attack has been dissolved ; in a piece of granite, for instance, 
from which the mica and feldspar have disappeared, there will 
only be left a silicious skeleton of the stone. All the oxide of 
iron is also generally taken up, unless, as is sometimes the case, 
the bog is already saturated with it. 

A soft spongy soil, covered with moss or coarse grass, shak- 
ing as it is trodden upon, with a good black mud, or mould, un- 
der the surface, are indications that peat is underneath. It is 
not always found, however, in such situations, but is frequently 
the case. By digging from 1 to 10 feet below the surface, if 
peat exists, it will usually be found within that depth. It often 
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occurs in low, miry, and boggy places, that lie between hills. 
It is sometimes found, also, in “interval” or “ bottom” lands, 
near the banks of rivers. . 

Good peat earth, as it lies in the ground, cuts soft and easy, 
so that it may be formed into shape as it is dug. When dried, 
it is tough and firm, and is not easily broken. The blacker it 
is, the better the quality. When it is reddish, or pale brown, 
and soft, it is less valuable. e 

The application of peat was recommended as a proper ma- 
nure for a light, sandy soil by Dr. Francis Home, as early as 
the year 1756, previous to which, an experiment was made on 
such a soil, where the beneficial effects were not only visible 
on a crop of oats, but on a crop of clover the year following. 
And Mr. Nicholas Turner, in his “ Essay on Draining and Im- 
proving Peat Bogs,” published in London in 1784, describes the 
properties of peat at length, and details the modes of employ- 
ing it in burning lime for the purpose of agriculture, as well 
as of converting it into ashes, and applying them to the land as 
amanure. The subject also has since been ably treated by the 
Ear] of Dundonald, Lord Meadowbank, and others. The latter 
gentleman recommends a mixture of peat with farmyard dung, 
for the purpose of bringing it into a state of fermentation. For 
this object, dung is well adapted; but any putrescent sub- 
stance, as blood, urine, soap suds, fish, the refuse of slaughter- 
houses, night soil, &c., will be absorbed, and serve equally 
well ; and the more readily the mixture heats, the better it will 
answer the purpose. In ordinary cases, 1 part of dung is suffi- 
cient to decompose from 3 to 6 parts of peat. In the heat of 
summer, it will require from 2 to 3 months to reduce fermented 
peat to a state of humus, or vegetable mould. Green vegeta- 
bles, also, mixed with peat, will accelerate the fermentation. 

The directions for the conversion of peat into a rich com- 
post, as given by Lord Meadowbank, are very simple, and de- 
scribed as follows :—* Let the peat mass,” says he, “ be thrown 
out of the pit for some weeks or months, in order to lose its 
redundant moisture. By this means, it is rendered the lighter 
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to carry, and less compact and heavy when made up with 
fresh dung for fermentation; and, accordingly less dung is re- 
quired for this purpose than if the preparation were made with 
peat taken recently from the pit; the peat taken from near the 
surface, or at a considerable depth, answers equally well. 
Take the peat moss to a dry spot convenient for constructing 
a dunghill, to serve the field to be manured; lay the cart loads 
of it in two rows, and of the dung in a row between them. The 
dung thus lies nearly on an area of the future compost dung 
hill, and the rows of peat should be near enough each other 
that workmen, in making up the compost, may be able to 
throw them together by the spade. In making up, let the 
workmen begin at one end, and at the extremity of the row of 
dung, (which should not extend quite so far at that end as the 
rows of peat on each side of it do), let them lay a bottom of 
peat 6 inches deep and 15 feet wide, if the ground admits of 
it; then throw forward and lay on about 10 inches of dung 
above the bottom of peat, then add from the side rows about 
6 inches of peat, then 4 or 5 of dung, and then 6 more of peat; 
then another thin layer of dung, and then cover it over with 
peat at the end where it was begun, and at the two sides. 
The compost should not be raised above 4 or 44 feet high; | 
otherwise it is apt to press too heavily on the under parts, and 
check the fermentation. 

“When a beginning is thus made, the laborers will pro- 
ceed working backwards, and adding to the column of com- 
post, as they are furnished with the three rows of materials 
directed to be laid down for them. They must take care not 
to tread on the compost, nor render it too compact; and, of con- 
sequence, in proportion as the peat is wet, it should be made 
up in lumps, and not much broken. In mild weather, 7 cart 
loads of common farm dung, tolerably fresh made, is sufficient 
for 21 cart loads of peat moss; but in cold weathér, a larger 
proportion of dung is desirable. 'T’o every 28 cart loads of the 
compost, when made up, it is of use to throw on above it a cart. 
load of ashes, either made from coal, peat, or wood; or, if these 
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cannot be had, half the quantity of slacked lime may be used, 
the more finely powdered the better; but these additions are 
nowise essential to the general success of the compost. 

“ The dung to be used should either have been recently made 
or kept fresh by compression, as by the treading of cattle or 
swine, or by carts passing over it; and if there is little or no 
litter in it, a smaller quantity will serve, provided any spongy 
vegetable matter is added at making up the compost, as fresh 
weeds, the rubbish of a stack yard, potato shaves, (parings,) saw- 
ings of timber, &c.; and as some sorts of dung, even when fresh, 
are much more advanced in decomposition than others, it is ma- 
terial to attend to this; for a much less proportion of such dung 
as is less advanced will serve for the compost, provided care is 
taken to keep the mass sufficiently open, either by a mixture of 
the above-mentioned substances, or, if these are wanting, by ad- 
ding the peat piece meal; that is, first making it up in the usual 
proportion of 3 to 1 of dung, and then adding, after a time, an 
equal quantity more or less of moss. The dung of this quality 
of greatest quantity is shamble dung, with which, under the 
above precautions, 6 times the quantity of peat, or more, may 
be prepared. The same holds as to pigeons’ dung, and other 
fowl dung, and, to a certain extent, also, as to that which is 
collected from-towns, and made by animals that feed on grains, 
refuse of distilleries, &c. 

“The compost, after it is made up, gets into a general heat 
sooner or later, according to the weather and the condition of 
the dung ; in summer, in 10 days or sooner; in winter, not per- 
haps for many weeks, if the cold is severe. It always, how- 
ever, has been found to come on at last ; and in summer, it some- 
times rises so high as to be mischievous, by consuming the 
materials (fire-fanging). In that season, a stick should he 
kept in it in different parts, to pull out and felt of, now and 
then; for, if it approaches to blood heat, it should either be 
watered or turned over, and, on such an occasion, advantage 
may be taken to mix it with a little fresh moss. The heat sub-~ 
sides after a time, and with great variety, according to the 
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weather, the dung, and the perfection of the making up of the 
compost, which then should be allowed to remain untouched 
till within 3 weeks of using, when it should be turned over 
upside down, and outside in, and all lumps broken; then it 
comes into a second heat, but soon cools, and should be taken 
out for use. In this state, the whole, except bits of the old de- 
cayed wood, appears a black, free mass, and spreads like gar- 
den mould. Use it weight for weight, as farmyard dung, and it 
will be found in a course of cropping fully equal to stand the 
comparison.” 

This compost may then be put on the land in the same quan- 
tity that farmyard manure would have been, and, consequent- 
ly, by a little labor, 4 times the quantity of manure is produced 
by the mixture of the peat with the dung. It is found that lime 
is not essential to the formation of this compost. The fermen- 
tation excited, is sufficient to decompose the tannin and con- 
vert it into soluble extract. The fibres; partially decomposed, 
are reduced into vegetable mould, and the whole assumes a 
uniform and rich appearance. A complete chemical change 
has taken place, and the peat, from’being very inflammable, is 
now scarcely capable of combustion, and that only in a very 
great heat. There is no better nor more economical mode of 
converting peat into a rich manure. 

Dr. Jackson earnestly protests against the employment of 
acid peat in soils, and advises farmers to convert it into a 
neutral compost by means of animal manures, capable of gen- 
erating ammonia. He also recommends the mixing of lime and 
wood ashes with peat after it is fermentated sufficiently to 
give out ammoniacal gas by the action of alkaline matter, as 
lime and potash will disengage a portion of ammonia from 
some kinds of peat, saturating the noxious acids, and convert- 
ing them into fertilising salts by combining with them. Hence, 
lime is.generally a valuable top-dressing for reclaimed peat 
bogs, and will render them fertile. 

On the subject of composting peat with lime and alkaline 
salts, Dundonald remarks: “ When hot or newly-calcined lime 
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is broken into pieces of a small size, and mixed with peat, 
moderately humid, heat is disengaged, and that heat, by the 
slaking of the lime when it is applied in too great a proportion, 
is so increased, as completely to reduce the peat to charcoal, 
and to dissipate, in a gaseous state, all its component parts, 
excepting the ashes, part of the carbonaceous matter, and such 
a portion of fixable air, (carbonic acid,) generated in the pro- 
cess, as is absorbed by the lime, by which that substance is 
made to return to the state of chalk. No benefit can, therefore, 
arise by this method of preparing peat with lime, the object 
not being to destroy and dissipate in a gaseous state, the com- 
ponent parts of the peat, but to make such a combination with 
the lime, and the gas generated in the process, as will, on the 
application of the mixture to the ground, promote the growth 
of plants. : 

“This object is best attained by mixing newly-made and 
completely-slaked lime, with about 5 or 6 times its weight of 
peat, which should be moderately humid, and not in too dry a 
state. In this case, the heat generated will be moderate, and 
never sufficient to convert-the peat into carbonaceous matter, 
nor to throw off, in the state of fixable air, the acids therein 
contained. The gases thus generated will be imflammable, 
and phlogisticated air, (nitrogen,) forming volatile alkali, 
which will combine, as it is formed, with the oxygenated part 
of the peat that remains unacted upon by the lime applied for 
this especial purpose, in a small proportion. By this mode of 
conducting the process, a soluble zaline matter will be produced 
consisting of phosphate and oxalate of ammonia, whose ben- 
eficial effects on vegetation have already been described. 

“ Inattention or ignorance of these important facts, has, prob- 
ably, in many cases, defeated the wishes of the farmer in the 
application of this preparation, which is particularly recom- 
mended as a top-dressing to grounds under pasture. The pro- 
portion of the lime to the peat here given, should be carefully 
_ attended to, and the mixing of the two substances together 
should be performed under cover, in a shed or outhouse, con- 
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structed for that purpose, as too much rain, ora too great ex- 
posure to the air, will prevent a due action of the lime uporr 
the peat. The success of most operations, but more especially 
of those of a chemical nature, greatly depends upon a regular 
and due observance of circumstances apparently trivial. 

“This preparation of lime and peat is in a peculiar manner 
conducive to the growth of clover, and of the short, as they 
are called, sweet kinds of pasture grasses. The soil also, by 
the application of it, acquires such a predisposing tendency to 
promote the growth of such grasses, as to preventheir growing 
afterwards rank, coarse, or sour herbage. 

“ Notwithstanding that this preparation of lime and peat is 
certainly, when properly made, a valuable manure, yet the ad- 
vantages that may be derived, by using alkaline salts instead 
of lime, are of much greater importance and general utility ; 
in as much as the peat, by alkaline salts, is rendered complete- 
ly soluble; whilst, by the application of lime, no greater pro- 
portion of it is made capable of solution than what is equiva- 
lent to the quantity of volatile alkali, which may be generated 
in the process; besides which, a large proportion of the acids 
contained in the vegetable matter, combines with that which is 
calcareous, and forms insoluble compounds. 

“From experiments made with alkaline salts and peat, it can 
. be asserted, that the effects of such a mixture, weight for weight, 
are equal, if not superior, to those of dung.” 

Frost has hardly any effect at all upon good peat; for, on 
being exposed through the winter, it moulders, or crumbles, but 
slightly, and consequently it is useless to attempt to improve its 
quality by this means. 

Where peat is abundant, and charcoal cannot be econom- 
ically obtained, the farmer can find a good deodoriser by char- 
ring it for manure. Full directions for performing this opera- 
tion may be found under the head of cHARRED PEAT, in the 
article “ charcoal.” 

Swamp or bog muck differs from peat chiefly in being com- 
posed of fine humus, or vegetable mould, produced by decayed 
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vegetables, and therefore contains more or less of the natural 
food of plants. Its value, however, as a fertiliser, will depend 
much upon whether the swamp or bog, from which it is pro- 
cured, has a running stream of water passing through or from 
it, as in all such cases, the soluble portions of the mud_are 
separated from the vegetable remains, and washed away; 
whereas, the muck taken from those swamps or bog holes, 
having no mode of discharging their water, except by evapo- 
ration, retain most of the soluble portions of their animal and 
other organic ‘remains, and consequently is richer in nitrogen 
and fertilising salts. 

When a dry season occurs, the prudent farmer will be indus- 
trious in removing or carting muck from evaporated swamps 
or other sunken places on or near his farm, and composting it 
with the dung or urine of animals, night soil, soap suds, or other 
putrescent matter; or, what would be better, to lay it in his 
barn yard, pig sty, or sheep fold, and let it become thoroughly 
mixed with the dung and urine of his stock. When thus man- 
aged, the compost is excellent, and suitable for almost any va- 
riety of soil, though best for those that are sandy and light. 

It is not recommended to plow under mud of any kind that 
is recently dug, as it should either be composted with lime or 
putrescent manures, or lie exposed to a winter’s frost, which 

‘will destroy its tenacity, and reduce it to a fine powder that _ 
will serve as a valuable absorbent of feculent matter and urine; 
or it may be spread upon the field like ashes. But if it be 
plowed into the soil, before it has undergone fermentation by 
the action of salts, or has been mellowed by frost, it will remain 
in lumps in the earth for years without much avail. 


POMACE, OR APPLE MURK—GRAPE SKINS AND SEEDS. 


Pomace, apple murk, or the refuse of ground apples after the 
cider is expressed, is believed to be very rich in mineral mat- 
ter, and when left in abundance after it has been fed to cows 
and swine, it might doubtless be converted into a valuable 
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fertiliser. As it is difficult of decomposition, it rots very slow- 
ly, and consequently has not hitherto been much employed as 
amanure. Its decay might be hastened by using it in a com- 
post with some rapidly-decaying substance, as fresh horse dung 
or urine, or it may be charred after the manner recommended 
under the head of cHaRRED sawpvustT, &c. It may also be con- 
verted into ashes, and applied to the soil with good effects. 
From the laws which govern special manures, it is to be infer- 
red that pomace would be beneficial to apple trees. 

The skins and seeds of grapes, in wine-growing countries, may 
also be treated in a similar manner as pomace, and applied to 
the roots of vines. 


PINE STRAW. 


In those parts of the country where pine forests abound, the 
straw, or leaves, may be raked together, and carted to the yards, 
or folds, were animals are confined at night, or it may be used 
for bedding in their stalls. Employed in this way, it absorbs 
the urine, and becomes incorporated with the dung, forming 
in a few weeks, an excellent manure for almost any kind of 
crop that is¥equired to be grown on light sandy soils. 

In regions where marl is abundant, pine straw may be 
collected, and formed into a compost heap, consisting of a 
layer of leaves 1 foot thick, and then one of marl 3 inches 
thick, and so on alternately, until the pile is completed. In the 
course of 6 months, the straw will be sufficiently decomposed 
to be applied to the land, and will serve as an excellent manure 
on sandy soils. 


RAPE DUST. 


W3EeEN the seed of rape, (Brassica napis,) is deprived of its oil, 
it comes from the press in the form of hard cakes, which, when 
crushed to powder, forms the rape dust so extensively employed 


in Europe of late years, as a manure. 
10 
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According to an analysis by Professor Way, 100 parts of the 
ash of rape cake gave of 
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The entire seed of the rape, as analysed by the same author- 
ity as above, contained 4,4,ths per cent. of nitrogen; 3734;ths 
of oil; 6;Goths of water; and 3;4,;ths per cent. of ash. There- 
fore, a ton of rape cake will contain about 94 lbs. of nitrogen ; 
128 lbs. of mineral matter, $d of which is phosphoric acid, 4th 
potash, and $th magnesia. 

Rape dust is occasionally mixed with farmyard dung, and 
applied to turnip crops; but its principal use in Europe has 
hitherto been as a top-dressing for wheat, OO ae in 
with the seed in the fall, or applied to the young plants in the 
spring, when it greatly accelerates their growth; but if added 
in too large a quantity, in immediate contact with the seed or 
the young plants, on heavy, impervious soils, it often undergoes 
the putrid fermentation, and proves fatal or injurious to both. 

According to Professor Johnston, rape dust requires moisture 
to bring out its full fertilising virtues; hence, he recommends 
its application chiefly to clayey soils, or to such as rest upon 
a stiff subsoil. It is seldom applied in England, therefore, to 
the barley crop, and even upon wheat, oats, and turnips, it will 
fail to produce any decidedly good effects in a very dry season. 
The quantity to be applied to an acre may vary from 700 to 
1,000 lbs. 

It may be noticed as a curious fact, that the action of rape 
dust is dependent upon the presence or absence of certain other 
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substances in the soil. Common salt and sulphate of soda, 
when mixed with it under certain circumstances, lessen the 
effect which it would produce alone, and the same will prob- 
ably happen when it is applied, without admixture, to soils in 
which these saline compounds happen to be already present. 

Dissolved in water, and mixed with urine, rape dust forms 
one of the most efficacious of artificial liquid manures. Hence, 
it is probable that the most advantageous mode of using it on 
the land, after it has been dissolved in the urine tank, is, to ap- 
ply it by means of a water cart to the rows where the seed has 
been already drilled, or some time before it is put in. Where 
flax is to be sown, this mixture, applied a few days before the 
seed is put in, so as to allow it to sink into the soil, is considered, 
in Flanders, as next in value to the emptyings of privies, which, 
with them, hold the first rank for producing fine crops of flax. 
When a crop appears sickly, and not growing as it should do, 
owing to poverty in the soil, a top-dressing of rape cake dis- 
solved in water, if no urine is at hand, will generally excite the 
powers of vegetation; and it is highly probable that it may 
greatly assist the effects of saltpetre or of nitrate of soda, 
where these salts are applied.—Rham. 


SEAWEED. 


Att plants which grow within reach of the sea are good 
manures. Those thriving upon rocks, or are attached to 
the bottom, on shoals, are regarded as the richest in fertilising 
salts, but they cannot always be reached on account of being 
covered with water. A considerable quantity of them, how- 
ever, is usually driven on shore in the vicinity of the rocks 
where they grow, particularly when the spring tides are high, 
accompanied by heavy rains, and a high-swelling sea occurs at 
the same time. At low water, the roots of the plants are ex- 
posed to the falling rain and the air, become loose, and detach- 
ed from their beds by the power of the waves, and are convey- 
ed far on shore by the rising tide, 
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Some kinds of seaweed are burnt for their ashes, and ap- 
plied as a manure, as has already been noticed, with an analy- 
sis, under the head of BARILLA, or KELP. 

Marine plants are generally of a soft consistency, and soon 
putrefy when buried in the soil. They are transient in their 
nature, and are not very marked in their effects beyond the 
first year; but for a single crop, the yield is very productive. 
They are sometimes suffered to dry before they are used; but 
this isa wasteful practice, as they contain nearly 90 per cent. 
of water, which, in a great measure, is evaporated, if allowed 
to ferment; for there is no fibrous matter rendered soluble by 
the process, while a part of the manure is lost. 

The best farmers use seaweed as fresh as it can be procured. 
But where it cannot be immediately applied, a good method to 
save the juices, is, to compost it in a flattened heap with dry 
earth or loam, and allow it to remain until ready for use. It is 
more common, however, and a better method, to haul it to the 
barn yard, or pig sty, and incorporate it with the dung. 

Seaweed may be applied to soil in almost any situation, and is 
proper for land that has been exhausted by wood ashes or lime. 
When its effects are over, the soil is in no worse condition than 
before it was applied, and any other manure can follow with- 
out injury therefrom. The oftener it is applied, the richer be- 
comes the land, as has been confirmed by experience in several 
of the maritime districts of New England, which have been 
kept almost constantly under tillage, where it occurs in great 
abundance, and has long been used as a manure. 

Seaweed, as a fertiliser, it is stated, improves both the growth 
and the flavor of most of our esculent herbs. 


REFUSE OF STARCH MANUFACTORIES. 


Wen the flour of wheat, barley, oats, Indian corn, &c. is 
mixed up into a dough with water, and this dough washed ona 
linen cloth with pure water, a milky liquid passes through, 
from which, when set aside, a white powder gradually falls. 
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This white powder is the “starch” of wheaten or other flour. 
When the raw potato is peeled and grated on a fine grater, and 
the pulp thus produced, well washed with water, “ potato starch” 
is obtained in the form of a fine white powder, consisting of 
rounded, glossy and shining particles. 

Although starch constitutes a large proportion of the weight 
of the grains and roots usually employed for its manufacture, 
it is obvious, from the following table, that a large share of 
their bulk is rejected, and where it can be cheaply procured in 
abundance, it will serve as an excellent manure, when applied 
to similar crops as those from which it is obtained :— 
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SAW DUST—SHAVINGS—TAN BARK—WOODY FIBRE, ETO. 


Mere weody fibre, in all cases, seems to require fermentation 
or charring to render it nutritious to plants. Shavings of wood, 
fine chips, saw dust, the young shoots of trees and shrubs, 
usually require as much dung, or vegetable refuse, to bring 
them into a state of fermentation, as the most obstinate kinds 
of peat.. They can much sooner be decomposed by the action 
_of caustic lime than by the process of fermentation, as they 
may be speedily converted into a manure by being laid in a 
pit with alternate layers of newly-burnt stone lime. 

But the most profitable mode of disposing of these substances 
to ihe farmer, is, to char them, as directed under their respective 
heads in the article cHaRcoat, 


STRAW AND CHAFF OF GRAIN. 


TuE straw of wheat, barley, oats, and rape contains a mix- 
ture of saline substances, as is shown in the article asHEs, un- 
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der their respective heads, which is exceedingly valuable asa 
manure to almost every kind of crop. The same may also be 
said of their chaff. But, as it is thought to be a wasteful prac- 
tice to burn so large a bulk of vegetable matter, merely for its 
small amount of ash, it is believed to be more economical, as 
a general thing, to rot the straw and chaff in the dung pits or 
barn yard, instead of dissipating all its volatile matter into the 
air. Furthermore, as vegetable matter, or humus, appears to 
be really essential to a fertile soil, it would seem rational to 
supply that matter from this source. 

It is in the form of straw that dry vegetable matter is most 

abundantly employed asa manure. It is only, however, when 
already in the ground in the state of stubble, that it is usually 
plowed ‘in without some previous preparation. When buried 
in the soil in the dry state, it decomposes slowly, and produces 
a less sensible effect upon the succeeding crop; it is usually 
fermented, therefore, more or less completely, by an admixture 
of animal manure in the farm yard before it is laid upon the 
land. During this fermentation, a certain unavoidable loss of 
organic and generally a large loss of saline matter takes place: 
It is, therefore, generally theoretically true of dry, as it is of 
green, vegetable matter, that it will add most to the soil, if it be 
plowed in without any previous preparation. Yet this isnot the 
-only consideration by which the practical man must be guided. 
Instead of a slow and prolonged action upon his crops, he may 
require an immediate and powerful action for a shorter time; 
and to obtain this, he may be justified in fermenting his straw 
with the certainty even of an unavoidable loss. Thus the dis- 
puted use of short and long dung becomes altogether a question 
of expediency or of practical economy. 

Chaff partakes of the nature of straw, but it decomposes 
more slowly when buried in the soil in a dried state. It is also 
difficult to bring it into astate of fermentation,even when mixed 
with the liquid manure of the farm yard. 

The main general difference between vegetable matter of the 
same kind, and cut at the same age, when applied as a manure 
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in the green and in the dry state, consists in this: That in the 
former, it decomposes more rapidly, and, therefore, acts more 
speedily. The total effect upon vegetation will probably in 
either case be very nearly the same. But if the dry vegetable 
matter has been cut at a more advanced age of the plant, or 
has been exposed to the vicissitudes of the weather while 
drying, it will no longer exhibit an equal efficacy. A ton of 
dry straw, when unripe, will manure more richly than a ton 
of the same straw in its ripe state—not only because the sap 
of the green plant contains the materials from which the sub- 
stance of the grain is afterwards formed, but, because, as the 
plant ripens, the stem restores to the soil a portion of the sa- 
line, especially of the alkaline, matter it previously contained. 
After it is cut, also, every shower of rain that falls upon the 
sheaves of grain, or upon the new hay, washes out some of 
the saline substances which are lodged in its pores, and thus 
diminishes its value as a fertiliser of the land. These facts place 
in a still stronger light the advantages which necessarily fol- 
low from the use of vegetable matter in the recent state, for 
manuring the soil.—Johnston. 

The straw and husk of rice, according to the following analy- 
ses of their ash by Professor Shephard, are by no means des- 
titute of fertilising matter, and where they can cheaply be ob- 
tained in abundance, in the vicinity of rice plantations, they 
may be used-for the bedding of animals in stables, or compost- 
ed in the yards, or folds, with urine and dung :— 
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Potash from the silicate,.......0+..06 ——.eseeee pokes B69 


The chaff, or husk, contained 13,4ths per cent. of ash, and 
the straw 122ths per cent. 
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WEEDS. AND HERBACEOUS PLANTS. 


Att weeds and herbaceous plants, whether cultivated or wild, 
such as potato haulms, the vines of beans, peanuts, (pindars,) 
squashes, or melons, and all the well-known troublesome weeds 
which spring up about our cultivated fields and cleared land, 
as well as the ferns, (brakes,) of the woods, may be collected 
and laid in the pig sties and barn yards to putrefy and decom- 
pose with the urine and dung. Or they may be collected into 
compact heaps, and charred after the manner of bagasse, in 
the article CHARCOAL, on a preceding page. They are all rich 
in fertilising salts, and hence, are valuable as a manure, how- 
ever they may be applied. 

It is stated that ferns, cut while the sap is in its height, and 
left to rot on the ground, are a great improver of the land; for, 
if burned, when so cut, their ashes will yield nearly double 
the quantity of salts that any other vegetable can do. In sev- 
eral parts of the north of Europe, they are mown when green, 
burnt to ashes, which are made up into balls with water, dried 
in the sun, and employed in washing linen instead of soap. 
From this circumstance, we may be led to conclude that these 
plants would serve as an excellent manure. 
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BLOOD. 


LOOD is an alkaline liquid, of a red color in the vertebra, 
and generally white in the invertebral animals, which cireu- 
lates throughout the whole body, and carries life to every part 
of it by means of innumerable vessels; ramifying from the ar- 
teries and veins. Its temperature is the same as that of the 
animal in which it is contained ; that is to say, in man it varies 
from 964°F. to 982°; in fishes, 51¢°; in dogs and cats, 1025°; 
in the hog, 105°; and in birds, from 102§° to 1054°. It coagu- 
lates by the heat of boiling water, the strong acids, and by 
alcohol, as well as spontaneously in the open air, or in close 
vessels. 

This fluid, by its coagulation, is divided into two parts, one 
of which is liquid, transparent and yellowish, called the serum, 
while the other is opaque, soft, denser, of a reddish color, and 
is named the crassamentum, cruor, or clot. The blood which 
circulates through the arteries, is of a bright red, but that 
which returns to the heart by the veins is of a brownish red, 
which, seen through the pellucid sides of these vessels, appears 
bluish or black. 

The crassamentum of the blood of a bullock, according to 
Berzelius, is composed of 36 per cent. of fibrin, and 64 of red 
coloring matter; while the fibrin in man scarcely amounts to 
174 per cent. And from the analyses of the same chemist and 
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Marcet, 1,000 parts of the blood of man and of a bullock gave 


the following results :— 


BERZELIUS. 


Marcer. 


1,000.¢ 000 


F | Composition. Bullock. | Man. Man. 
RAEN a co: !ots fala © alauosai store cds eahotte/ oe taarste ts ~ 905.000 905 900.00 
‘ PAVDORIENS 5222 is Sina iene te Melee eee one 79.990 80 86.80 
; Impure lactate and phosphate of soda, 6.175 4 SS 
Extractive Matter, 30... doce cece | 4.00 © 
Chloride of sodium and potassium... 2.565 
| TRAPUPe SODA TF. /5 0 A cectes em cleemew a's 1,520* | 
Sulphate af potashy.'-\. wesc </> «!sssin)0-- : 
: Earthy phosphates,...............--- | 
WRAPS ESAS Crate: a jor Bodeoor uscoo ee 4, eats | 
| 


According to the researches of Proust, blood contains, be- 
sides the above-named substances, a portion of ammonia, a 
hydro-sulphuret, benzoate of soda, traces of acetic acid, slightly 
modified, and of bile. Brand and Vogel have proved, that, in 
vaccuo, blood gives out its own weight of carbonic acid gas. 
Vauquelin found in it a yellow fatty matter, which Chevreul 
considered as being of the same nature as that of the brain. 
Barruel did not find the slightest trace of urea in 10 lbs. of 
bullocks’ blood, while Provost and Dumas alleged that they 
found urea in the blood of a dog. 

Blood, therefore, contains certain quantities of most, if not 
all the principles found in animal substances, and constitutes 
a manure of the most active properties. In the vicinity of large 
cities or towns, it is carried off to some extent from the 
slaughterhouses, and converted into a rich and fertilising com- 
post. In some parts of Europe, it is dried, and in the .state of 
a powder, is applied with much effect asa ep to many 
crops. 

Blood is always highly valued to compost with dried peat, 
charcoal, vegetable matter, fine earth, or loam. It has been 
somewhat extensively applied to fruit trees; but the *compara- 
tively limited quantity that can be obtained, precldes it from 
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universal use. It is most generally mixed with the offal of 
slaughterhouses, and with the animal dung in the pits of butch- 
er shops, where a substance of great value is found for adding 
to the compost heaps, or for mixing with farmyard manure. If 
butchers would keep on hand a large stock of dried pulverised 
peat, or swamp muck, to absorb the blood and offal of their 
slaughtered animals, it would richly pay the trouble and cost, 
as it would form a manure that would readily sell at a very 
high price. 


BLUBBER REFUSE—TRAIN OIL. 


Wuen the oil is expressed from the “ blubbler,” or the cellu. 
lar or muscular parts of the whale, a skinny or membraneous 
refuse remains, which has hitherto been employed with great 
advantage, both in Europe and in this country, as a manure. 
Whale blubber is composed principally of train oil and other 
animal matters; but the oil constitutes by far the largest por- 
tion of the blubber; and to the presence of this oil, which 
does not appear to differ materially in composition from what- 
ever fish it is obtained, must be attributed the chief fertilising 
value of all fish. | 

According to Thompson, 100 parts of train oil contained of 


Parts. 

Carbon,...-.+ese08 eerie oe eiWuuta rah ais glewiglvi@ys «a ele ms\aaleress 68.78 
Hydrogen,.....cerseccacceenenscccceccsscsccesssrce® 16.10 
OXYZED,...- cece r eee ceeerees dj ginieterate's siate.e wisiele.g,ereis' Gerais 15.03 
100.00 


‘ Parts. 
CALDON,. 020 e-cceccccececsccncccsescacaseccecsssoscees 78.0 
Hydrogen,......ccsececcccccenccsersencccssvecesceees 11.8 
ORYEEM «caine vans cae cme ossien coseicssn as tss sascis< 10.2 
100.0 


Fish oils, therefore, are composed of exactly the same mate- 


rials that constitute most if not all vegetable substances, differ- 
) 10* vy 


eo 
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ing only in the proportions. Hence blubber, as well as train 
oil and other animal] oils, which contain impurities, rich in 
nitrogen, may be classed among the most condensed manures 
that it is possible to apply to the soil. 

Ali practical writers on the application of blubber and train 
oil, and similar refuse, agree that to modify them, they must be 
made into a compost with a large proportion of peat, swamp 
muck, earth, coal or wood ashes, or loam, though the propor- 
tions may differ under the diversified circumstances on which 
individual experience is founded. Animal or vegetable alkalies 
increase their fertilising power by converting them into soap. 
But quicklime diminishes their efficacy by liberating their am- 
monia, and also tends to render them insoluble. Hence, the 
mixing of lime is detrimental, as it deprives the blubber of its 
ammonia, and prevents fermentation. 

A correspondent in the London Farmer’s Magazine found that 
blubber, in a crude state, as he applied it, destroyed, instead of 
assisting vegetation. Twelve years’ experience, however, led 
him to a most successful method of using it, by mixing 9 loads 
of earth with 1 Joad of blubber. He first made a layer of 
earth 2 feet thick, building it a foot higher at the sides, 3 feet 
inward, like a stone wall, to form a cavity for the blubber. Af- 
ter the blubber had been laid on a foot in depth, similar layers 
were repeated, one above the other, until the blubber was ex- 
pended. The entire heap was then beaten down close at the 
top and sides, in erder to exclude the air. In this state, it fer- 
mented, and the earth became impregnated with the ammonia 
and other gases escaping from the blubber. When this fer- 
mentation had abated, which required about 2 months, the heap 
was turned over from top to bottom. The lowermost layer of 
earth, which then became the uppermost, required an addition- 
al covering of fresh earth, in order to prevent the escape of 
ammonia by the second fermentation. After this fermentation 
had abated, the heap was again turned, fresh earth added as 
before, and at the completion of the third fermentation, the _ 
compost was ready for use. It was not put on the soi] before 
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it was from 9 to 12 months old, when it was applied both to 
grass and tillage lands, at the rate of 20 to 30 tons to an acre. 
It was also used for tillage crops of wheat, beans, and potatoes, 
on strong clayey soil, with remarkably good effects. 

An excellent compost for almost all kinds of crops may be 
made by dissolving 12 lbs. of American potash in 4 gallons of 
water, and mixing the solution with a gallon of train oil and 20 
bushels of dry mould. A mixture of a few gallons, also, of im- 
pure train oil with the usual quantity of bone dust, increases 
the turnip crop to a considerable degree wherever it is applied. 


BONE BLACK, OR ANIMAL CHARCOAL—REFUSE OF SUGAR RE: 
FINERIES—ANIMALISED CARBON. 


Wuen bones are charred or distilled at a red heat, in close 
vesssels, they leave behind a coaly residuum, to which the names 
“bone black” and “ivory black,” have been applied. By this 
calcination, the animal matter is almost entirely decomposed. 
It still retains a little nitrogen, however, though seldom em- 
employed in a pure state as a manure, yet it is not wholly 
without effect in promoting the growth of cultivated crops. A 
good article of animal charcoal contains from 80 to 85 per cent. 
of phosphate of lime, besides other mineral matter. 

Bone black is chiefly employed in refineries for the purpose 
of removing the color from the solutions of raw sugar. Blood 
is also used for clarifying the same solutions, with quicklime, 
for neutralising the acid matter they contain; thus render ng 
the sirups more capable of easy crystallisation. Consequently, 
the animal charcoal, blood, lime, and the coloring and other 
matters, separated from the sugar, become mixed together, and 
form the refuse of sugar refineries. This refuse often contains 
from 3th to 4th of its weight of blood; and hence, where it is 
employed as a manure, it is considered from 4 to 6 times more 
powerful than the pure animal charcoal, alone. 

The value of this substance depends very, much upon the 
proportion of blood which it contains, and as this is in some 


as 
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measure variable, its fertilising qualities must be variable also. 
In Europe, as well as in this country, blood is used much 
more sparingly than formerly, and several of the larger re- 
fineries do not.use it at all; and hence, the refuse of mahy of 
our northern establishments is doubtless less valuable at pres- 
ent than it was in former years. Still, this refuse is sufii- 
ciently rich in fertilising matter to be employed where more 
econemical manures cannot readily be obtained, provided it is 
treated with sulphuric acid, after the manner of dissolving 
bones and phosphate of lime, described in another part of this 
work. It isthen of great service in producing vigorous growth, 
strong plants, and fine seeds. The quantity to be applied in a 
compost, to one acre of land, in tolerable good tilth, may 
vary from 150 to 200 pounds. 

This refuse does not appear always to have a constant com- 
position, but varies somewhat when obtained from different es- 
tablishments, which is due to the adoption of different modes 
of manufacture. In most refineries in the United States, blood 
is dispensed with, and the animal charcoal, in some cases, is 
only used in one operation of refining; while in others, it is 
burnt, or revivified, a second and even a third time, carrying on 
two or three refinings before it is rejected as refuse. This, of 
course, alters the composition to a considerable extent. 

From the analyses of two samples of sugar refuse, taken 
from a refinery at New York, by Dr. Antisell, chemist to the 
American Agricultural Association, the following was the re- 
sult :-— 


No. 1 No. 2, 
CHARLO i -6a.b oataicisoe eicieeaieleisntelsineieieravelareciate twats bos Da ccineieaisie lars 12 
Phosphate and carbonate of lime and magnesia,..... G22 Mm os cineain sole 65 
Sugar and organic coloring matter, with isinglass,... %.35............ 10 
NYY SRO so ole felosate oi oral sia) exe bia’ a arelats elateivacsimiemieieree is a a at DAO eric 2 ofa ctatotarn 13 
Been: 4 


100.99 100 


No. 1 would appear to have been used frequently by the large 
amount of charcoal in it, the quantity of carbon which burnt 
bones alone would possess being not above that in No. 2. Hence, 
it is likely it was obtained by the burning of the sugar and 
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coloring matters obtained by a previous refining. From this 
abundance of charcoal, it would form a more valuable com- 
post than No. 2, but it has less of the sugar and coloring mat- 
ters, which, by their ready decomposition, warm the ground. 
In this respect, No. 2 excels. The quantity of bone earth in 
both are almost alike, and exceed the quantity in the same 
weight of bone dust or guano; so that, when these manures 
are used for the sake of phosphate of lime, the charcoal is 
preferable as containing them more abundantly. No. 2 also 
contains an unusually large quantity of water. Taken as a 
whole, I believe it more nearly represents the average consti- 
tution of refuse animal charcoal. I think it would make a 
valuable manure for pear trees and orchards generally. 

The estimation in which the refuse charcoal of the sugar 
works was held, has led to the manufacture of very useful imi- 
tations of it under the name of animalised carbon. A calcare- 
ous soil, rich in vegetable matter, (an intimate mixture of peat 
and marl or shell sand, would answer well,) is charred in close 
vessels, and is then mixed at intervals with repeated portions 
of night soil as long as it disinfects it or removes its smell; and 
to this mixture is added 4 or 5 per cent. of clotted and partially- 
dried blood. This animalised carbon is said to be of much 
value asa manure. The main objections to it are its liability 
to adulteration, and the uncertainty to which, even when skil- 
fully and conscientiously prepared, its composition must be in 
some measure liable. A ton of animalised carbon is sufficient 
to manure an acre of turnips. 


BONES AND BONE EARTH. 


A Bone is a hard substance, unalterable in dry air, insoluble 
in cold water, yielding a jelly by the action of highly-condensed 
steam, and lea*ing, on calcination at a red heat, half of its 
weight or more of inorganic matter called “bone earth,” or 
ash. The quantity of inorganic matter, however, contained in 
bones, is not constant, being less in the young than in the adult 
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animal, also less in the cellular than in the compact or more 
solid bones, and less in those of some species of animals than 
in those of others. Thus, when deprived of their fat, and ren- 
dered perfectly dry, the per-centage of inorganic matter con- 
tained in several kinds of bones is as follows :— 


Per cent. 
The lower jaw bone of an adult,...........cecceeeeoes 68.00 
Ditto. of a child of 3 years,.........006- 62.80 
A. compact hitman: DOCS <0 Se.5.</ poise oie diaioraie'clete al evaia om ake 58.70 
A gponey: NUMAN DONE id gisr0:0 olc,o)ea.d/e'd.s' etpisinin Seyels waitornes 50.20 
Tho tila Or WEBCO ve. cecee eee dene peathne s ctoe ete 48.03 
The vertebre of a haddock,....... Busee she case se waae 60.51 


-Berzelius, who examined the bones of the human subject, 
found that 100 parts contained of 


Per cent. 

PAPUA SHIPALLET Ss care cm eielw erabia isis oe Sa kiod Serene tents 33.30 
Phosphate of lime,........... Bie Siuiulolavete’ olonsto lata ol arstdte eas 51.04 
Carbonate of Wimiess1 5 wade ye vee ON wiane a sisters wate torte are aie 11.30 
LO TO REN aig) [et hares OTe rae APRA ce tea ckale, rT 5 2.00 
PHOSphate yOt MANGAS. |craic\s cre ais'sow alyisio see's oie lcieie sieler 1.16 
Soda, muriate of soda, and water,.........cscsecevees 1.20 

100.00 


According to Dr. Thompson, the constitution of certain bones 
of the sheep, ox, and of the haddock is as follows :— 


Tleum leum Vertebra 
of a sheep. of an ox. jof a haddock. 
| Organic or combustible matter, 43.3 48.5 39.5 

Phosphate of lime,........... 50.6 45.2 56.1 
Carbonate of lime, 4.5 6.1 3.6 
DONORS io testo jaie'nnni8 8 s)aysi ceva lc 0.9 0:2 0.8 
0.3 0.2 0.8 

; 0.1 — 

Bes 


The soda exists in bones probably in the state of common 
salt, and the magnesia in that of a phosphate. An appreciable 
quantity of fluoride of calcium, with traces of iron and mag- 
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nesia, are also generally found in bones, in addition to the sub- 
’ stances indicated in the preceding analyses. 

From the above, it will be seen that the inorganic matter, or 
ash, of human bones, consists in a large proportion of the phos- 
phate of lime; and it contains also a considerable amount of 
the carbonate of lime, with smaller quantities of several other 
ingredients. It would seem, however, from the following table, 
that the proportion of carbonate of lime exists in less quantity 
in the bones of carnivorous animals. Thus, for every 100 parts 
of phosphate of lime there occurs in 


Carbonate of lime. 


PANN ATE DOVES ABOU tats a. 9:0) -010 cin aie: s scesnie 6 n'a creiaie ajeeeyers-ele = .8\ el 20.7 
Ones OF TNO SHEEP 276. Suse ceccn ees ves Secceduesee ves 24,1 
Ditto. OE TE Ue Sei ame oda skieee oes eu Uaelaae 13.5 
Ditto. POW sit sidtorata(s aintsioie/aiavayejelaouaiays Rene oii crude 11.7 
POUL s Ce nul OC Kat ree etsictsiclotclacnisiviejeie eieteie/a/ele feleicieiatacare 6.2 
Ditto. NCO Getic te a eRiae in eictorereratele ae earele te cholera ote aiois 5.8 
Ditto. VOT siSeaiesc dis citele oto s)k eisiakelamalnrahe a plek ate aicicte 2.6 


Again, recent bones contain a variable quantity of water and 
fat. That of the latter depends upon the position of the bone 
in the body, and upon the condition of the animal. The pro- 
portion of water depends partly upon the solidity of the bone 
and partly upon its age. According to Denis, the radius of a 
female, 


Aged 3 years, contained 33.3 per cent. of water, with a little fat. 
Aged 20 years, “ 13.0 “ “ 
Aged 78 years. oe 15.4 & 6 


The quantity of water thus present in bones performs an im- 
portant part in determining the action which bone dust is 
known to exercise upon the land. The oil is sometimes ex- 
tracted by boiling the bones. During this boiling, they absorb 
more water, and thus, when laid upon the land, undergo a more 
rapid: decomposition, and exercise, in consequence, a more 
immediate and apparent, and therefore, as some may think, a 
more powerful and fertilising effect. 

From the preceding analyses, it will be perceived that the 
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proportions are not to be considered as constant, because it 
varies not only in the different bones of the same animal, but, - 
also in bones from the same part of the body of different ani- 
mals of the same species. But the existence of such differences 
must render unlike the fertilising action of the bones of differ- 
ent animals, especially, if, as many think, this action depends 
in any great degree upon the quantity of phosphate of lime 
which they respectively contain. 

The use of bones as a manure is of gr eat antiquity. There 
is found recorded a remarkable passage of their fertilising 
powers in a collection of Welsh manuscripts, recently pub- 
lished, with an English translation, by the Welsh M. 8. S. So- 
ciety, under the title of “The Iolo M.S. 8.” The passage to 
which direct allusion is made is a very short one, but is the 
more significant of truth from the fact of its being incidentally 
introduced at the close of the account of “The Prison of Oeth 
and Annoeth.” ‘The narrative refers to a period in history as 
far back as about the middle of the first century, when Caradog, 
(Caractacus, king of the Silures, inhabiting South Wales,) was 
warring against the Romans, and slaughtering them most ter- 
ribly. After those wars, in which so many of the Ceesarians 
had been killed, their bones, which had been left by the wolves, 
ravens, and dogs, like a white sheet of snow in many places, 
covered the face of the earth. Manawyddan, the son of Llyr, 
caused these bones to be collected together into one huge pile 
from one of the battle fields, with other bones found through- 
out his dominions, so that the heap became of marvellous mag- 
nitude. It then came to his mind to form a prison of these 
bones, in which to confine such enemies and foreigners as 
might be taken in war; and he set himself to work and con-- 
structed a large edifice with exceedingly strong walls of the 
bones, cemented together with lime. It was of a circular form, 
and of wonderful magnitude, the larger bones being placed on 
the outer face of the walls, and within the inclosure were. 
many smaller prisons, or cells, formed of the lesser bones. 
This was called the “ Prison of Oeth and Annoeth,” which was 
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demolished several times by the Ceesarians, and rebuilt by the 
Cymry stronger than before. “And in the course of a long 
time,” reads the remarkable passage before referred to, “the 
bones became decayed, so that there was no strength in them, 
and they were reduced to dust; then they carried the remains 
and put it on the surface of the plowed land ; and from that time 
they had astonishing crops of wheat and barley, and of every other 
grain for many years.” 

In modern times, bones were not employed for manuring land, 
unless we except occasional instances of the application of an- 
ent tumuli for fertilising crops, before the year 1775, when Colo- 
nel St. Leger, then residing at Warmsworth, in England, who 
was the first person known to use them. The early progress 
does not seem to have been very rapid, from the practice of lay- 
ing them on almost unbroken, and as Professor Low informs us, 
they were used in immense quantities, frequently at the rate of 
60, 70, and even 100 bushels to an acre. Experience, however, 
has shown that the application of so large a quantity is not fol- 
lowed by a corresponding increase of crop, and a dose of 10 or 
15 bushels of bone dust is held, now, by many farmers, as quite 
sufficient for many soils. At the same time, the high price now 
paid for them renders such an extravagant use inadmissible, and 
has directed public attention to the most economical modes of 
applying them to the land. Much difference of opinion exists 
with regard to this point amongst practical men. Some prefer 
fresh bones to dry; others burned to unburnt; rotten or fer- 
mented bones to those that are fresh, and vice versé. Jn short, 
we meet with such conflicting assertions in regard to these 
points, that it would seem almost impossible to form any de- 
cided opinion as to the most economical method of applying 
them to the land. 

Again, bones contain, as has been shown, a large proportion 
both of organic and of inorganic matter. On which of these 
two constituents does their fertilising action most depend? 
Some regard the phosphate of lime, or bone earth, as the only 
source of the benefits so extensively derived from them; and 
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it is by supposing the soil to be already sufficiently impregna- 
ted with this phosphate, that Sprengel accounts for the little 
success which has attended the use of bones in Mecklenburg 
and Northern Germany. Others, again, attribute the whole of 
their influence to the organic part, the gelatine, which they 
contain. Neither of these views is strictly correct. Plants 
require a certain quantity of phosphoric acid, lime, and mag- 
nesia, which are present in the inorganic part of bones, and so 
far, therefore, are capable of deriving inorganic food from bone 
dust. But the organic part of bones will decompose, and 
therefore will act nearly in the same way as skin, wool, hair 
and horn, which substances it resembles in ultimate compo- 
sition. It cannot be doubted, therefore, that a considerable 
part of the effect of bones upon all crops must be due to the 
gelatine which they contain. 

The organic matter of bones acts like that of skin, woollen 
rags, horn shavings, &c., but as bone dust contains only about 
$d of the organic matter which is present in an equal weight 
of either of the above substances, its total effect, in so far as it 
depends upon the organic matter, will be less in an equal pro- 
portion. But as this matter contains more water than horn or 
wool, it will decay more rapidly than these substances when 
mixed with the soil, and will therefore be more immediate in 
its action. Hence, the reason why woollen rags and horn shay- 
ings must be plowed in the preceding winter, if they are to 
beyefit the subsequent wheat or turnip crops, while bone dust 
can be keneficially applied at the sowing of the seed. 

When bones are boiled, the oil will be separated, and a por- 
tion of the gelatine will, at the same time, be dissolved out. 
Therefore, they will be in reality rendered much less rich as a 
manure. But as they at the same time take up a considerable 
quantity of water, boiled bones will decompose more rapidiy 
when mixed with the soil, and thus will appear to act as ben- 
eficially as those unboiled. The immediate effect may indeed 
be equal, or even greater, than that of unboiled bones, but the 
total effect must be less in proportion to the quantity of organic 
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matter which has been removed by boiling. Cases, however, 
may occur in which the skilful man will prefer to use boiled 
bones, because they are fitted to produce more immediate effect 
where, as in the pushing forward of the young turnip plant, 
such an effect is particularly required. 

In so far as the efficacy of bones really depends upon their 
earthy constituents, the use of phosphorite or of marl, contain- 
ing phosphate of lime will, no doubt, greatly supercede them ; 
but in so far as it depends upon the animal matter they contain, 
bones exhibit their natural fertilising action, however rich the 
soil may already be in those compounds of which their earthy 
or incombustible part consists. 

Yet there is reason to believe, nay, it may be assumed as 
certain, that the phosphate and carbonate of lime, which bones 
contain so largely, are not without effect in promoting vegeta- 
tion. All our cultivated plants require and contain both phos- 
phoric acid and lime, and from the vegetables on which they 
feed, all animals derive the entire substance of their bones. 
This same phosphoric acid and lime, therefore, must exist in the 
soil on which the plants grow, or they will neither thrive them- 
selves nor be able properly to nourish the animals they are 
destined to feed. If a soil, then, be deficient in phosphate of lime 
or its constituents, it is clear that the addition of bones will 
benefit the after crops not only by the animal, but by the earthy 
matter, also, which they contain. And that such is the case, in 
many instances, there is good reason for believing. But that 
this can by no means account for the whole effect of bones, 
even supposing the soil to which they are applied to be, in 
every instance, deficient in phosphates, is clear from the fact 
that 260 lbs., (less than 6 bushels,) of bone dust per acre are 
sufficient to supply all the phosphates contained in the crops 
which are reaped during an entire four-shift rotation of turnips, 
barley, clover, and wheat. Yet the quantity of bones actually 
applied to the land is from 3 to 5 times the above weight, re- 
peated every time the turnip crop comes round. 

Still, granting that the chief effect of bones upon the imme- 
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diately succeeding crops is due to their organic part, upon what 
does their prolonged good effect depend? Some lands show the 
effects of a single dressing of bones for 15 or 20 years, while 
others, after the application of 2 or 24 tons of bones have 
yielded 10 to 15 successive crops of oats, and have been sen- 
sibly benefitted for as many as 60 years after the bones were 
applied. This prolonged effect is also due, in part, to both 
constituents. When not crushed to powder, the organic matter 
of bones is always slow in disappearing, and slower the deeper 
they are buried. In some soils, also, the process is more slow 
than in other. The Jong-buried bones of the bear and of the 
stag, which had lain in the soil for an unknown period, still 
contained a sensible proportion of animal matter. So it is 
with the bones used for manure, when they are not crushed too 
fine. They long retain a portion of their organic matter, which 
they give out more slowly, and in smaller quantity every year 
that passes, yet still,in such abundance, as to contribute sensi- 
bly to the nourishment, and in some degree to promote the 
growth of the crops which the land is made to bear. So it 
would be with the horns and hoofs of cattle, if laid on in equal 
quantity, for they also decay with exceeding slowness. 

Still, the inorganic part is not without its use. If the soil be 
deficient in phosphates or in lime, the earthy matter of the 
bones will supply these substances. I only wish to guard the 
farmer against the conclusion, that, because bones often act 
for so long a period, therefore the organic matter can have no 
share in the influence they exercise after a limited period of 
years.—Johnston. 

There is great economy in reducing bones to as fine a con- 
dition as possible before applying them to the field. If added — 
in their unprepared state, they will yield a portion of their sub- 
stance to the crops; but 100 bushels will produce no more ef- 
fect for a single season, when thus applied, than perhaps 5 or 
6 bushels, when finely divided. If the 100 bushels, then, be 
ground or decomposed, and applied to 20 acres, there will be 
an equal amount of benefit accruing to each in a single season, 
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that would be otherwise derived to the land for 20 successive 
_ years, if applied unground on a single acre. 

The forms in which bones are now applied to the land are 
five in number, namely, by grinding, by burning, by steaming, 
by dissolving in sulphuric acid, and by fermentation. 

Grinding bones to a dust or powder is an expensive operation. 
Large and fresh bones are so hard and tough, that immense 
power is required for breaking and reducing them sufficiently 
for agricultural purposes. Costly mills of great strength, and 
requiring considerable motive power, are necessary. Such an 
outlay can only be justified where a large quantity of bones 
is to be prepared. There are no cheap machines within my 
knowlege, adequate to the objects, and adapted to the use of 
the small farmer. Unless a mill is erected by some individual 
or company to grind for a neighborhood, or for a more distant 
market, it would be advisable to adopt one or other of the 
modes described below of preparing them. 

Bone dust is usualy sold by the bushel, the weight of which 
varies with the degree of dryness, and the fineness to which 
the bones have been reduced, say from 40 to 50 lbs. to a bushel. 

The burning of bones, at a red heat, in an open fire until every- 
thing in them combustible has disappeared, is a summary mode 
of preparation, but is attended with a certain loss of much of 
their valuable properties, leaving, in the dried bones of the ox, 
nearly half of their weight in “bone earth,” or “ bone ash,” 
which is composed of about 89 per cent. of phosphate of lime 
and 16 per cent. of the carbonate of lime, and 2 or 3 per cent. 
of phosphate of magnesia, soda, and potash. All of these sub- 
stances are indispensable to vegetable growth ; and, unless the 
soil is previously supplied with them, bone ash cannot fail to 
add greatly to the augmentation of the crops. When burned 
bones are reduced to a powder, as has already been shown un- 
der the head of BI-PHOSPHATE OF LIME, and digested in sulphuric 
acid, diluted with once or twice its weight of water, the acid 
combines with a portion of the lime, and forms sulphate of lime, 
(gypsum,)@vhile the remainder of the lime, and the whole of 
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the phosphoric acid are dissolved. The solution, therefore, 
contains an acid phosphate of lime, or one in which the phos- 
phoric acid exists in much larger quantity than in the bone ash. 
By the above process, the bones are reduced to their finest con- 
dition, and most readily yield their substance to the roots of 
plants. 

The steaming of bones, reducing them by a new process, has 
attracted a considerable attention for a year or two past in 
Scotland, as suggested by Mr. Robert Blackall, of Edinburgh, 
who recommends exposing them to the action of high-pressure 
steam, in an apparatus especially constructed for the purpose, 
a description of which, together with a detailed process of 
steaming the bones are given in the London “ Farmer’s Herald” 
for November, 1850, as follows:— 

“The boiler is circular, 6 feet long, and measures 3 feet, 4 
inches in diameter. It is constructed of the ordinary boiler 
plate, of $d of an inch thick. In the front, the man hole, or 
door, is placed, 9 inches from the bottom, 134 from the top, and 
12} inches from each side. The man hole is closed by a plate 
door, secured by wedges and screw bolts in the usual manner, 
upon a jointing of hempen gasket. Inside the boiler, a straight 
false bottom of sheet iron, on which the bones are placed, is 
fixed immediately below the man hole. Close upon the bottom 
of the boiler a stop cock is placed, for the purpose of drawing 
off the liquid at the conclusion of the process, if necessary. 
On a level with the false bottom, is placed a gauge cock, to 
show whether the water has risen or fallen to that level ; about 
10 inches above, a second or a steam cock is fixed. A safety 
valve on the top of the boiler indicates the pressure of steam, 
and secures the boiler from explosion. The water for steaming 
the bones is filled in by a water cock at the top of the boiler. 
An extra steam cock is likewise placed at the top of the boiler, 
for the purpose of supplying steam for any other operation, as 
for steaming food, &c., when required. The boiler is-set in 
mason work, and lined with fire bricks, the length of the mason 
work being 7 feet, 2 inches, and 5 feet, 5 inches in,height, the 
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sides speading out 13 inches from the boiler. The smoke of 
the fire passes off directly through the chimney, which is more 
than 15 feet in height. 

“ Early in the morning, the boiler is filled with bones, through 
the man hole, and the door of the same is then fastened steam 
tight. ‘To secure this, the gasket of hemp, which lies between 
the two metal surfaces of the boiler and the door, is smeared 
with a luting, made by moistening oatmeal with boiling water, 
and working it by the hand into a stiff paste; the door is then 
replaced, and screwed tight. This luting, which perhaps may 
just as well be made of common flour, answers perfectly the 
purpose, and is much better than white or red lead, made into 
a paste with boiled linseed oil. 

« When the boiler was first put into operation, only 74 cwt. 
of bones could be packed in it, but in a short time, the man 
who had charge of the boiler, becoming better accustomed to 
the work, succeeded in packing 94 cwt. of bones instead of 
"i cwt. The water for generating steam is filled in the boiler 
to the depth of 12 inches from the bottom, and asthe space 
between the true bottom of the boiler and the slip bottom, on 
which the bones rest, is 9 inches, the water rises about 3 inches 
amongst the bones. From the time of kindling the fire, it takes 
about one hour to get up the steam. During 24 hours, the 
steam is kept as uniformly as possible at a pressure of 25 lbs. 
to a square inch, a boiling during 22 hours having previously 
been tried, but found insufficient for reducing afterwards the 
bones to powder with ease. As no water can escape in the 
form of steam during the boiling, one filling is sufficient. Be- 
fore the withdrawing of the charge, the fire is removed, the 
steam let off through the safety valve, and about 3 bucketsful 
of the watery liquid, equivalent to about 74 gallons, drawn off, 
in order to reduce the water to a little below the false bottom, 
on which the bones rest. The man hole is then unscrewed 
and the whole allowed to cool down for a short time. While 
still warm, the contents of the boiler are shovelled out succes- 


sively by one man, who is assisted by another, in crushing the 
1] 
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bones, by means of a wooden mallet. The reducing to powder 
is rendered so easy by this process, that it requires no longer 
time for crushing the bones than for taking them out of the 
boiler; as fast as they are shovelled out, by one, they are 
broken into a rough powder by the second man. It is neces- 
sary to bring the bones under the action of the wooden mallet, 
in successive portions when still warm; for when allowed to 
become cool, they require a greater effort .9 bring them to a 
powder. The steamed bones treated in this manner contain 
much water, absorbed in the boiler ; thrown into a heap whilst 
yet warm, they not only retain their original heat, but in a very 
short time, the temperature of the heap increases very consid- 
erably, and at the same time, a most disagreeable smell of pu- 
trefying animal matter is given off. The fermentation of the 
bones; however, which is the cause of this, and consequently 
the loss of ammonia, may be prevented entirely by adding a 
small dose of common salt to the steamed bones. © 

“Nothing can be more simple and expedient than this new 
process. So soft are the bones rendered by it, that the above 
charge of 94 cwt. takes less than an hour for crushing them to 
powder. The only assistance required by the man in attend- 
ance is an extra man for about 14 hours, to break the bones 
with the wooden mallet, as they are shovelled out of the boiler, 
and to give him the bones, whilst he is in the boiler engaged 
in packing the same. As the time necessary for allowing the 
boiler to cool at the end of the operation, emptying its con- 
tents, crushing the bones to powder, packing the boiler with a 
new charge, and getting up the steam, does not exceed 24 or 3 
hours. Five batches of steamed bones may be readily obtained 
in a week. 

“The changes bones have undergone, after having been sub- 
mitted.to the operation of steaming, are very simple, but in 
order to understand them properly, let us look for a moment 
to their composition. Those of animals consist of an or- 
ganic and inorganic portion.. On exposure to a strong heat, 
in an open vessel, they first turn black, on account of the or- 


ANIMAL MANURES. 243 


ganic matter becoming charred, and burnt perfectly white, | 
after all the organic matter has been dissipated by the heat. 
Bones thus treated, and subsequently washed with water, ap- 
pear soft and pliable; boiled with water, they become com- 
pletely dissolved, forming with the same a thickish, sticky 
liquid, which on cooling gelatinises. On account of this prop- 
erty, the organic matter of bones is called ‘gelatine, and is 
essentially the same substance as glue. Some of the gelatine 
may be extracted by boiling the fresh bones, without treating 
them first with muriatic acid, and this is the case in 1 thie above 
steaming process. 

“Steamed bones decompose more readily i in the soil than 
bones in their natural state; and for that reason they are likely 
to be quicker and more powerful in their action as a manure 
than the latter. They differ in their composition but slightly 
from fresh bones, with the exception, that the organic matter 
has undergone some change, whereby the bones are rendered 
more easily available as food for plants. Long experience, 
indeed, has taught some farmers to prefer bones, previously 
boiled by the glue makers to those in a natural state, particu- 
larly for old pastures, and it is therefore more than probable, 
that crushed and salted bones, prepared by Mr. Blackall’s pro- 
cess, will be found more valuable still.” 

The following are the results of two analyses of bones pre- 
pared by the new process by Dr. Anderson, chemist to the 
Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland :— 


No.1 No. 2. 
WVPECTS cioie ate dicvsicta ctsia leitela (sve areieieicinta ae HORT i eee cearele 13.86 
Animal miattery. Tees cuiesisere cctv eee QUSIAS cote tenes 19,90 
Bone Carthiys'.. dives cece weeweceeesie ae DOT. sete ek 66.24 
100.00 100.60 


In order to form a correct estimate of the advantage of Mr. 
Blackall’s method, it is necessary to compare the composition 
of these bones with that of those prepared by the ordinary 
process, as it is very evident that a certain proportion of the 
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gelatine, or glue, which is very soluble in boiling water, must 
have been extracted by the steaming. In looking into the sub- 
ject, however, Dr. Anderson was unable to find any anlysis of 
bones in the state in which they are Used as a manure, and he 
found it necessary to analyse several specimens of agricultural 
bones, of which the following are the results :—No. 1 were drill 
bones, in pieces about an inch in length. No. 2, ordinary finely- 
crushed bones; and No. 3, the entire bones in the state in which 
they are sold to the bone crushers by the persons who collect 
them :— 


No.1 No. 2. No. 3. 
WHALEN; c/o sierele vate's te TUT UALS aa erg WOR os sales am cea 14.79 
Animal matter, . (3. /41:88.. .'<i--.nees AQ OO Ss sieielelae. ers 37.02 
Bone earth,........ ABIES oe Alsce cies we ATOD Jota otto shares 48.19 
: 100.00 100.00 100.00 


From a comparison of these analyses with the former, it is 
manifest that they contain much more animal matter than the 
steamed bones, the amount averaging 40 per cent.; while in the 
latter, in one case, we we have only half that quantity, and in 
the other about 27 percent. Now, it must be very clear that, in 
the production of a ton of steamed bones, it is not sufficient to 
reckon the mere cost of steaming in addition to that of the crude 
bones, but that the loss of animal matter must be taken into ac- 
count. Supposing the crude bones to contain exactly 40 per cent. 
of animal matter, a very simple calculation shows that they must 
lose 25 per cent., in order to yield a substance which shall con- 
tain 20 per cent. of animal matter. Supposing then, that the 
crude bones cost £4 per ton, the same quantity, as prepared by 
Mr. Blackall’s process, would cost £5 6s. 8d., independently of 
the cost of steaming. It is true that the whole quantity of the 
phosphate of lime will remain in the bones, but it must be re- 
collected that the gelatine which is extracted is a very valuable 
manure, and extremely rich in nitrogen, so much so that Bous- 
singault, who has given a comparative table of the value of 
manures, founded upon the amount of nitrogen they contain, 
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estimates, (irrespective of the phosphate of lime,) 6 parts of 
bones as equivalent to 100 of farmyard manure. Now, by Mr. 
Blackall’s method, the animal matter extracted must be en- 
tirely lost, or it must be recovered by evaporating the conden- 
sed steam, or, in the event of the quantity of water being suf- 
ficiently small, by converting it into a compost. Any such 
operations, however, must, to a greater or less extent, add to 
the original cost of the bones. 

It is quite possible that, by the use of a proper steaming 
vessel, the quantity of gelatine extracted may be reduced con- 
siderably under what it was in either of the specimens analy- 
sed, but it admits of question whether this very extraction may 
not be connected with the softening process. It is well known, 
at least, that bones, from which all or nearly all the animal 
matter has been extracted by boiling in water under pressure, 
are so soft that they may be reduced to fine powder by ruh- 
bing them between the fingers. 

These are disadvantages which are likely to limit considerably 
the value of Mr. Blackall’s process; but it may, notwithstand- 
ing, prove valuable in remote districts, where small quantities 
of bones may be collected at such a distance from a bone mill 
as to render it unprofitable to transport them to it. The superi- 
ority of steamed bones as a’ manure is a question which can be 
‘properly determined only by experiment in the field, and it is 
not impossible that good results may be obtained from them, 
though they can never form a substitute for bones dissolved by 
an acid. 

The dissolving of bones by sulphuric acid has been practised 
for some years past by several emiment agriculturists both m 
Europe and in this country, and when applied to the soil, was 
attended with beneficial results. Various proportions of acid 
have been tried as the proper quantity ; but, in cases where 
the bones were to be completely decomposed, half of their 
weight was thought to be sufficient; while others recommend 
that a complete solution should not take place at once, in order 
that a portion of the bones might be left for the benefit of the 
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succeeding crops; and that at the same time, a sufficient quan- 
tity might be rendered soluble for the wants of the first year. 

The following method of dissolving bones in sulphuric acid 
is given by Mr. Alex. J. Main, a practical farmer, of Whitehill, 
in the “Journal of Agriculture” and the “ Transactions of the 
Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland,” for January, 
1851 :—“ Get a joiner to put together a rough box—something 
like a cooler for steamed food, but higher in the sides—say 8 
feet long by 3 feet or 2 feet, 6 inches high, and 3 feet wide, dove- 
tailed and jointed with white lead. The box prepared, put in 
the water of the preparation first; then the sulphuric acid, al- 
lowing one half more bulk of water than acid, and one half less 
weight of acid than bones; that is, toa gallon of acid, allow a 
gallon and a half of water ; and to 100 lbs. of bones, allow 50 lbs. 
of acid. To the water and acid, the bones must now be added, 
(finely broken up into half-inch fragments, or less,) mixing the 
whole intimately and equally. This done, cover up the box, or 
tank with straw or old sacks, laid on pieces of wood; or have 
a rough wooden lid to the box; and then allow the whole 
to stand, untouched, for 48 hours. The process of manufacture 
will then be complete. In anticipation of its necessity, I would 
recommend a careful accumulation of the house ashes during 
thé year, kept in some dry place. When the operation above de- 
tailed is compleled, put the ashes in a heap in a convenient 
position for the tank; make then a basin at the top of the heap, 
and lift the dissolved bones out of the tank, placing them in 
the basin. Turn over the entire heap with shovels, two or 
three times, till the whole is well mixed, and the preparation 
will then be perfectly fit to be handled, or at least be spread, 
out of a cart with shovels, and put on the soil. This process 
may be attended with a little trouble at first ; but once or twice 
done, the difficulty is past, and no one giving his attention to 
the matter will afterwards regret his perseverance.” 

The following is another good method of mixing bone dust 
with sulphuric acid, as given in the “London Agricultural Ga- 
zette :’—* Lay 80 bushels of bone dust in a conical heap; pour 
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on water till it begins to run off at the base; leave it for a_ 
couple of days; then spread it abroad somewhat, leaving a 
raised rim, (which should be trampled firm,) and a basin-shaped 
cavity ; pour on more water till it will no longer remain in ths 
heap; and then slowly pour about 1,000 lbs. of sulphuric acid 
over the heap. Turf ashes, (about 300 bushels,) may, with ad- 
vantage, have been previously laid around the edge of the heap. 
When the heap has somewhat subsided, mix the bone dust to- 
gether again, into a conical heap; cover it with the ashes; and 
leave it for a few weeks. The whole may then be mixed with 
the dry ashes, and will be ready for drilling. It will suffice for 
10 to 20 acres.” 

Bones, it is stated, may be dissolved, also, in strong caustic ley, 
such as is used by the soap boiler, and will form a paste of the 
consistency of butter, which may be reduced to any thinness 
of fluid required for application as a liquid manure. 

The decomposition of bones by fermentation, without the aid of 
sulphuric acid, is another method which has been practised 
with success both in Europe and this country. The bones, 
which must be fresh, are first thrown into compact heaps, and 
then mixed with moist sandy loam, ashes, or earth, when they 
will be gradually heated and decomposed. The decomposition 
will be materially hastened by occasionally sprinkling them 
with urine, and especially by mixing them with fresh horse 
manure. If they have been deprived of their animal matter 
however, they will not readily ferment. The presence of nitro- 
gen appears to be essential to induce and carry forward fer- 
mentation, and this is found only in the organic matter of the 
bones. During the fermentation, putrefactive odors are given 
off, that occasion a loss to the manure, which objection, in a 
degree, may be remedied by covering the heap with a layer of 
rich decayed turf, peat, charcoal, gypsum, or any other good 
absorbent. 

Mr. Miles, of the Royal Agricultural Society of England, has 
discovered a process for preparing bones for manure without 
the use of acids; and, instead of sand, ashes, or earth, he uses 
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saw dust as the material for covering up the heaps, double the 
amount of heat being evolved, and the disintegration being 
effected much more rapidly and effectually. He piled up the 
bones into a heap, which he first moistened well with water, 
and then covered it over to a depth of 2 or 3 inches with saw 
dust, by means of which, not only were the bones speedily con- 
verted into a manure, but the saw dust also. By this process, 
however, the decomposition of much ammonia takes place, and 
escapes in a volatile state, as tt is developed, and is lost. 


CORAL AND CORAL SAND. 


Corat is a general name for those marine polypifers, which 
have stony or horny axes. It is of various colors, and is 
composed principally of carbonate of lime, assuming some- 
times the character of trees or shrubs, and at other times a 
round form. Corals are the solid secretions of zoophytes, pro- 
duced within the tissues of polypes, and corresponding to the 
skeleton in the higher order of animals. The surface is usually 
covered with radiated cells, each of which marks the position 
of one of the polypes; and when alive, these polypes appear 
like flowers over every part of the zoophyte. 

Coral sand, which is similar in its nature to coral itself, has 
been freely used in France as a manure in the same way and 
with similar effects as marl. It is preferred by the farmers in 
a fresh state, probably becausé it contains both more saline 
as well as more animal matter than after it has been exposed 
for some time to the air. Payen and Boussingault, it will be 
remembered, ascribe the relative manuring powers of different 
substances when applied to land, by the quantity of ammonia 
or nitrogen, which they severally contain, and thus, compared 
with farmyard manure, attribute to coral sand the following 
relative values :— 


100 lbs. of farmyard manure, contains of nitrogen,...0.40 Ib. 
. of coral sand, (mer) io iiivccweteeecess aecueens 0.51 * 


That is to say, so far as the action of these substances is de. 
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pendent upon the nitrogen they contain, fresh coral sand is 
nearly $d more valuable than an equal weight of farmyard 
manure. 

A sample of fine infusorial sand, which is highly prized by 
the local farmers on the coast of Normandy, as analysed by 
Professor Johnston, consisted of the following ingredients :— 


COLO ANIC MMALOTS cars ais clolsvale wfetarore slew o\wteieioiaia /atavastula(e} etal 5.06 
Chloride of sodium, (common Salt, ...........0ee8- 1.01 
GYPSUM, (MIAStOTs) cs ces eieecie clef sews Le se eraae | ooles rene ete 0.32 
Chloride of calcium,........6.. esses ee ee cere cree ees 0.73 
PVE TE Sichy cpicieleaiccauers a letclaln;e 4 ointale7a s!siavore areieinst syetabalslapel ores trace. 
RANI OTILY ONy EU PENG sein prclisicie aie'cielpi= sa =/0)n!<lals[oinresepsvatalele) stele a 43.50 
J OVINTOS CAS IOS Coot An Oe Ariel Sande a Aarne MOTO ct ctr 0.17 
ORIGEIOTAINONS eins eiatosatecisisiaveisaesnrele’ si cceteratbrectacersle-eele\vimia 1.20 
Oxidenok wan sAaneses sac cciscre’aie wl eiulose's svete ciehebelstorajaruiote trace. 
TInsolubleisilicions matters... cc iss a ,<tace sisieleais'sseids sles yeas 47.69 

99.68 


From this analysis, Professor Johnston thinks that the value 
of this mealy sand does not depend solely upon the lime, (434 
per cent.,) it contains, but is derived in some measure, also, 
from the 5 per cent. of organic matter, and the 2 per cent. of 
soluble salts, which are present in it. It is remarkable, also, 
for containing nearly half its weight, (48 per cent.,) of silicious 
matter in the state of an exceedingly fine powder. Its value, 
therefore, over the coarser shell sand, consists in its organic 
matter and soluble salts, and in the minute state of division in 
which its particles are found. ‘This fine powdery state enables 
it to be mixed more minutely with a clayey soil; causes an 
equal weight to go further; and prevents it from opening and 
rendering still lighter the more sandy soils, in the manner 
coarse fragments of shells would be apt todo. In Normandy, 
it is generally applied in the form of compost and is extensive- 
ly mixed with farmyard manure, which it is said greatly to 
improve. 

It is well known that the reefs and shoals of the Keys of 


Florida, as well as of the Bahama Islands, in many places, are 
11* 


250 ANIMAL MANURES. 


composed entirely of the fragments of ‘broken or comminuted 
coral, shells, infusoria, &c., the supply of which is inexhausti- 
ble, and would subserve the purpose of manuring all the culti- 
vated lands in the Atlantic states, fox thousands of years. The 
cost of procuring this sand, and delivering it at any of our 
seaports, south of Boston or New York, would probably not 
exceed $3 or $4 the hundred bushels; and if it were brought 
here, as ballast, from Key West, or Nassau, New Providence, it 
could be afforded for much less. This is a subject, worthy of 
investigation, and experiments might be tried, on a limited scale, 
by our agriculturists, both at the north and at the south. 


DUNG, OR THE EXCREMENT OF ANIMALS. 


Or all fertilisers, the dung, or excrement of animals, is the 
most universal, as well as the most valuable to the cultivator 5 
and has often well been described as the farmer’s “sheet 
anchor.” It is the earliest mentioned of all manures; although, 
it is. first noticed as being employed in Palestine for fuel 
(Ezekiel, iv. 12, 15); and even to this day, in the barren des- 
erts of the East, the dung of camals, afier being dried in the 
sun, is the only kind of fuel the natives possess. 

‘The dung of animals is spoken of by all the early Greek 
and Roman agricultural writers, who describe its application 
and uses with a fullness and clearness that cannot be misun- 
dersteod. Thus, Theophrastus, who wrote in the fourth century 
before our era, describes the properties which render dung ben- 
eficial to vegetation, and dwells upon composts. He also re- 
commends the stubble to be left long at the time of reaping, if 
the straw is abundant; “and this, if burned, will enrich. the 
soil very much, or it may be cut and mixed with dung.” And 
Cato, who wrote 150 years before Christ, thus expresses his 
conviction of the importance of this manure :—“ Study to have 
_ alarge dunghill keep your compost carefully ; when you carry 
it out in autumn scatter and pulverise it. Lay dung around the 
‘roots of your olive trees in autumn.” Again, he advises the 
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use of pigeon dung for gardens, meadows, and grain fields, as 
well as the dregs of olive oil. Furthermore, he recommends 
the farmer carefully to preserve the dung of all descriptions 
of animals. We learn also from Columella and Pliny, that the 
Romans collected their manure and stored it in covered pits, 
in order to check the escape of drainage by the rains, and 
evaporation by the sun. ‘They also scattered pulverised pigeon 
dung over their crops, and mixed it with the surface soil by 
means of the hoe (sarcle). The former of these writers ad-_ 
vises the cultivator not to carry more dung on the field than 
the laborers can cover with the soil the same day, as the expo- 
sure to the sun does it much injury ; and he enumerates as well- 
known fertilisers, night soil, the excrements of birds, sheep, 
cattle, the ass, the goat, and of pigs, as well as urine (especi- 
ally for apple trees and vines). Varro, also, mentions many 
kinds of animal manure, and is particularly minute in his enu- 
meration of the dung of birds, and includes even that of black 
birds and thrushes kept in aviaries. 

In the year 1570, Conradus Heresbachius, a learned German, 
published his “ Foore Bookes of Husbandrie,” translated and en- 
larged by Barnabe Googe, Esquire, in which he mentions the 
various kinds of manure in his days. He speaks of the dung of 
poultry and pigeons in high praise ; but condemns that of ducks 
and geese. Human feces, he says, when mixed with rubbish, 
is good; but by itself, is too hot. Of the.dung of animals, he 
mentions that of the ass as first in order for fertilising effects ; 
then that of sheep, goats, oxen, horses, and lastly, that of swine, 
which he says “is very hurtful to corne, but used in some places 
for gardens.” Again, he says: “ The weeds growing about 
willow trees, and fern, &c., you may gather and lay under your 
sheep.” He speaks of the practice of placing turfs and heath 
clods in heaps with dung, much in the same way as Lord 
Meadowbank has advised with peat. He also advises the 
placing of the same turf parings in sheep folds. “This is also 
to be noted,” says our author, “that the doung that hath lyen a 
yeere is best for corne, for it both is of sufficient strength and 
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breedeth less weedes; but, upon meadowe and pasture you 
must laye the newest, because it brings most grasse, in Febru- 
arie, the moone increasing, for that is the best time to cause 
increase of grasse.” 

To enter into the present state of agriculture in all parts of 
the civilised world, the enlightened farmer hardly need be told 
that the basis upon which good husbandry is founded, is ma- 
nures; and that, among these, above all others, animal excre- 
ments are the best adapted to our varied climate, soils, and 
crops. Observation of the simplest facts must have shown the 
merest novice that good crops are generally insured by the 
abundant application of barnyard manure. But if one has not 
an apundance of this, he must make up the deficiency by some 
substitute from another source. 

It is well known that the nature and properties of excremen- 
titious manures depend upon the species of animal from which — 
they are derived; upon the food on which they subsist; upon 
the amount of labor or exercise to which the animals have been 
subjected ; upon the substances with which they are littered; 
upon the length of time during which the manures have been 
kept; and especially upon the care bestowed upon their man- 
agement after they are voided by the animals. Hence, there 
are as many kinds of dung as there are of animals producing 
it, and in some respects, all differ from each other. The dung, 
for instance, of the cow, is not so rich as that of horses; nor is 
that of the horse so rich as that of fowls; and yet, the excre- 
ment of horses, cows, sheep, hogs, and geese ali differ in their 
texture and composition, though fed upon the same pasture. 
Some animals digest their food more quickly than others, ow- 
ing to a difference in the degree of mastication; the organisa- 
tion of their stomachs; and in the nature of their gastric juice. 
This makes a difference in the dung produced by the same 
kind of food. A! animals feed on pure vegebles, or vegetable 
and animal matter mixed, or on other animals that feed on veg- 
etables alone. Those which feed on the latter are made up of 
the same elements as the vegetables themselves, only under a 
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different form ; and therefore, the dung of animals that feed 
upon these may still be considered as vegetables in a putrefied 
state. 

As the elementary composition of the dung of the different 
kinds of animals is a point which is not undeserving of consid- 
eration in a work like the present, I have thought proper to treat 
of them under separate heads. This, however, is believed to 
be needless by some, as it requires more pains and expense to 
keep these manures by themselves in the barnyard or else- 
where, and use each of them by itself, than all the advantages 
arising from this method of treatment above the ordinary way, 
can possibly amount to. These manures may be arranged and 
treated of in the following order :— 

Excrement of the Ass—The structural difference between the 
horse, the ass, and tke mule is so trifling, that all the essential 
points of their organisation may be regarded us the same ; and 
consequently, except in cases where there is a variation in their 
food, their manure is very similar in character. Heresbachius, as 
has already been stated, regarded the dung of the ass as first in 
order among excrementitious manures; and most of the old Ro- 
man writers on agriculture speak highly of its fertilising ef- 
fects. Even in Spain, at the present day, it is preserved and 
collected with great care, and is frequently composted with the 
urine of the animals, with the leaves or spray of trees and 
shrubs, employed as litter in the stalls where these animals are 
kept. In many parts of the United States, also, where mules 
are abundant, a similar practice prevails in littering their pens 
or stalls with muck, pine straw, or other leaves of trees, which 
are speedily converted thereby into an excellent manure. 

Excrement of the Camel——The dung of this animal is but little 
used as a fertiliser, even in the countries where it most 
abounds, as it is more valuable, when dried in the sun, to be 
employed as fuel. It is similar in its nature to that of the cow, 
and when applied as a manure, it is attended with about the 
same effects. From its limited supply, however, it must oe 
be precluded as a fertiliser from general use. 
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Excrement of the Cow.—Under this head, also is included the 
dung of the ox and of other animals of the same species. This 
substance forms by far the largest proportion of the animal 
manure, which, in modern agriculture, is at the disposal of the 
practical farmer. It ferments more slowly than night soil, or 
the dung of the horse and sheep. In fermenting, it does not heat 
much, and it gives off little unpleasant or ammoniacal cdor. 
Hence, it acts more slowly, though for a longer period, when 
applied to the soil. The slowness of the fermentation arises 
chiefly from the smaller quantity of nitrogen, or of substances 
containing nitrogen, which are present in the dung, but in part, 
also, from the food swallowed by the cow being less perfectly 
masticated than that of man or of the horse. It is in conse- 
quence of this slower fermentation, that the same evolution of 
ammoniacal vapors is not perceived from the droppings of the 
cow as from night soil and from horse dung. Yet, by exposure 
to the air, it undergoes a sensible loss, which, in 40 days has 
' been found to amount to 5 per cent., or nearly 1th of the whole 
solid matter that recent cow dung contains. Although the com- 
paratively slow fermentation, as well as the softness of cow 
dung, fits it better for treading among the straw in the open 
farm yards, the serious loss which it ultimately undergoes 
will satisfy the economical farmer that the more effectually he 
can keep it covered up, or the sooner he can gather his mixed 
dung and straw into heaps, the greater proportion of this valu- 
able manure will he retain for the future enriching of his fields. 

According to Boussingault, the excretions of a cow fed on 
hay and raw potatoes, including the urine, in a dry and in a 
moist state, contained of 
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The feeces of cattle fed principally on turnips have been an- 
alysed by M. Einhof, and 100 parts evaporated to dryness yield- 
ed 284 parts of solid matter; the '717 parts lost in drying would 
consist principally of water and some ammoniacal salts. In 
half a pound, or 3,840 grains, he found 45 grains of sand, and 
by diffusing it through water he obtained about 600 grains of a 
yellow fibrous matter, resembling that of plants, mixed with a 
very considerable quantity of slimy matter. By evaporating 
the faeces to dryness, and then burning them, he obtained an 
ash which contained, besides the sand, the following sub- 
stances :— 
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The ingredients of which the urine and feces of cattle are 
composed, will, of course, differ slightly in different animals | 
of the same kind, and according to the different food upon 
which they are fed; but this difference will not, in any case, be 
found very material.’ Fat cattle yield better manure than those 
which are lean, or that from cows in milk; because it contains 
more phosphate of lime. In lean animals, the phosphates go 
to nourish and build up the horns and bones, and in cows, it 
passes off in their milk. 

The dung of horned cattle is supposed by many to require a 
long preparation to fit itfor manure. It is the practice of many 
gardeners, skilled in preparing choice composts, to keep cow 
dung for a period of three years before they apply it either 
alone or as an ingredient in compost mould. In the opinion of 
the late Judge Peters, however, it begins to deteriorate after it 
is one year old. “I have put it on,” he says, “after lying sev- 
eral years without any perceptible benefit. But the practice 
of plowing in hot and fresh dung, has often been to me a sub- 
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ject of regret. It not only produces smutty crops in parts over- 
stimulated, but it cannot be equally spread or covered, so that 
much straw and litile grain appear in some spots; and in 
others, scarcely any advantage is derived.” When used in a 
fresh state, it should never be used alone, except on warm arid 
soils, but mixed with other substances that will easily pulver- 
ise, as the dung of the sheep, the hog, the horse, the pigeon, 
the hen, the duck, or some other animal manure, or with soot, 
coal ashes, sand, or marl. The question, however, as to the 

~ proper mode of applying the dung of horses and cattle more 
properly belongs to the article on FARMYARD MANURES, under the 
division of “ Homestead Manures ;” for it is usually mixed in the 
farm yard with straw, offal, chaff, and various kinds of litter, 
and even it contains a large proportion of fibrous vegetable 
matter in itself. 

Excrement of Deer.—This is similar in its character and ef- 
fects to that of sheep; but from the limited supply in the hab- 
itable parts of this country, it can never be turned to much 
account. 

Excrement of the Dog.—This manure, wherever it could be 
“obtained in sufficient abundance, has been found to be, it is 
stated, the “ most fertile dressing of all quadruped sorts.” More 
than 100 years ago, there lived a gentleman at Dagnal, in Bed- 
fordshire, England, who kept so large a number of setters and 
spaniels that they afforded hima considerable quantity of dung. 
In the vicinity of his house, he possessed an acre of gravelly 
soil, which he manured every year with the dung of his dogs. 
By this means, he was sure to raise the best creps of wheat, 
barley, beans, and peas, while many of the neighboring farm- 
ers failed from excessive drought and cold. 

The white dung of dogs, called album Grecum, and that of 
carnivorous animals in general, have a very powerful corroding 
effect upon animal substances when the putrid fermentation is 
established; that of dogs has not been examined, but it is sup- 
posed to consist chiefly of the earthy part of the bones that 
are generally used as food, the organs of that animal having a 
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power of digesting hard substances to an extent almost be- 
yond credibility. Album Greecum was formerly used for in- 
flammation in the throat, but is now discontinued, and chiefly 
employed by leather dressers to soften leather, after the appli- 
cation of lime. A man and a dog fed on the same substances, 
animal and vegetable, will afford, in the different nature of the 
excrements, a most notable instance of the various materials 
into which the food has been transformed in passing through 
the different organs of digestion. 

Excrement of the Domestic Fowl—The dung of cocks and | 
hens, like that of all kinds of birds, abounds in uric acid, 
which constitutes the whitish and farinaceous-looking part of 
their excrement. The urine of birds, let it be recollected, is 
voided in a solid form along with other matter ejected from 
their bowels. Their dung, therefore, is not dissimilar to urate, 
or the dried urine of quadrupeds; and the less vegetable food 
they consume, the more fertilising their dung. Hence, the ex- 
crement of sea fowls, which subsist mainly upon fish, produce 
the richest manure that is known (guano). 

The composition of the dung of the domestic fowl varies 
with its food. When fed on grain, meal, or potatoes, it is much 
richer than when it lives on the husk and green indigestible - 
parts of vegetables, which, being impurities, diminish its value. 
“ The more insects the fowl devours, the richer its dung. 

According to the analysis of M. Girardin, the excrement of 
the domestic fowl consists of 
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If exposed to moisture, especially if it is recent, this substance 
undergoes fermentatlon, and loses a portion of its ammoniacal 
salts. Thus, in poultry yards, it often accumulates in consider- 
able quantites, decomposes, and runs to waste. To guard against 
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this loss, it may be composted in equal quantity with moist 
charcoal dust, coal ashes, gypsum, peat, or mould, and allowed 
to ferment, when it will form an excellent stimulating top- 
dressing for grass lands, wheat, and other kinds of grain, just 
after sowing. By thus mixing it with peat, mould, &c., it di- 
vides or breaks it so well that it may be more readily scattered 
over the land. Hen dung is also good for fruit trees, particu- 
larly for quince bushes. It does the most good on clayey lands, 
but may be used on almost any soil. From 600 to 800 Ibs. are 
sufficient to be applied to. an acre of wheat or grass. 

Excrement of the Duck.—The dung of ducks differs somewhat 
from that of the domestic fowl, owing chiefly to the nature of 
their-food, and partly to the difference in the organisation of the 
bird. According to Sir H. Davy, it stands next to hen dung in 
the scale of manures. It may be composted with rather more 
than a double quantity of peat, powdered charcoal, coal ashes, 
gypsum, or mould, and applied broadcast on grass lands or 
grain fields, just after sowing the seed ; or it may be incorpora- 
ted with the dung of the cow, the horse, the pig, or of the sheep. 
The quantity to be used on an acre may vary from 500 to 
1,000 Ibs. 

Excrement of the Goat.—The dung of goats is a hot, dry ma- 
nure, resembling that of sheep in its texture, but is less rich as 
a fertiliser, owing principally to the nature of their food, as 
there are few plants which they do not relish, and even they 
will browse on heaths, shrubs, and plants that sheep and other 
animals will reject. 

According to Boussingault, 184 parts of the excrement of a 
goat are equal in fertilising effect to 100 parts of farmyard 
manure. From its limited supply in this country, this manure 
can never be turned to much account. Wherever it can be 
had, however, it may be applied in the same manner as that of 
sheep, but in somewhat larger quantity. 

Excrement of the Goose-—The dung of geese, like that of most 
water fowls, differs in some degree from birds which feed 
wholly on the land. It is less rich than that of ducks, pig- 
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eons, and hens, because they feed less on grain and seeds, and 
_ «derive a considerable portion of their livelihood from grass 
and weeds, when allowed to run at large in pastures or fields. 
Its known injurious effects upon the grass where it is dropped 
arise from its being in too concentrated a state. In moist wea- 
ther, however, or when rain soon after succeeds, it does little - 
or no injury, and even when in dry weather it kills the blades 
on which it drops, it brings up the succeeding shoots with 
increased vigor, which are much finer, richer, and sweeter 
than before. 

Goose dung is as good for grass lands as it is for grain; but 
there is some difficulty in getting it together, and spreading it 
on the fields. It has been proposed to adopt the same method 
with geese as is sometimes practised with sheep—keeping them 
upon the land required to be manured, turning them, for in- 
stance, upon a wheat field, late in autumn, and suffer them to 
run over it during the winter, or until they have eaten off the 
young wheat cl6se to the ground, which they will readily do, 
as they are very fond of the young bladé. While thus feeding, 
they would leave their dung very plentifully, and evenly 
spread over the surface, and the frosts and rains would suffi- 
ciently break and wash it into the soil, in consequence of which, 
it may be conceived that the wheat would rise again, in the 
spring, not in the least injured by the cropping, and the ground 
would be greatly enriched by this excellent manure. 

As it is difficult to spread goose manure thin enough, with- 
out more or less injury to the crops, it may be mixed, like hen 
dung, with charcoal dust, peat, gypsum, coal ashes, or rich 
mould, with which it will ferment, and after it is washed into 
the earth by the rains, it will gradually mellow the soil like 
other manure. The quantity of green goose dung that may be | 
applied to an ordinary crop of grass or grain, may vary from 
600 to 1,200 lbs. to an acre. 

Excrement of the Guinea Fowl.—The dung of this bird, as well 
as that of the peacock, from the nature of its food, and from 
its internal organisation, greatly resembles that of the domes- 
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tic fowl; but owing to the limited supply of this species of 
manure, it can be turned to no practical account. 

Excrement of the Hog —The dung of swine is characterised 
by an exceedingly unpleasant odor, which, when applied to the 
land alone, it imparts to the vegetables, especially to celery and 
to the root crops with which it is manured. Even tobacco, 
when manured with pig dung, according to Sprengel, is so 
much tainted, that the leaves subsequently collected are unfit 
for smoking. Hog dung, as the excrement of an animal that 
feeds partly upon animal, but chiefly upon vegetable food, is . 
richer than that of any other creature which feeds upon veg- 
etables only. It is of a cold saponaceous substance, so much 
so, that in some countries it is substituted for soap. According 
to M. Girardin, 100 parts consists of 
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Boussingault estimates that 634 parts of the excrement and 
urine of the pig are equivalent to 100 parts of farmyard manure. 

Pig dung is an excellent manure for hemp, hops, running 
‘beans, Indian corn, pumpkins, and other crops intended for 
food. It is best to employ it in a state of a compost with other 
fertilisers. A mixture of it, for instance, with urine, heightens 
the virtue of farmyard manure exceedingly ; and this is a good 
way to employ it. For grain fields, no method of applying it 
is better; for it does not ferment and mellow so well in the 
earth, when used alone, as when mixed with the dung of cattle 
and horses; and it is so rich and stimulating, that it is difficult 
to spread it thin enough by itself. If employed alone, how- 
ever, it is excellent for meadow and pasture lands, producing a 
large, and at the same time, a sweet blade. It is also prefer- 
able to most other kinds of dung for fruit trees and shrubs. 

No dung yields its virtue so readily as this; and none loses 
it so quickly by improper management. The time of applying 
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it to the land should carefully be regarded ; for the falling of a 
gentle rain, just after laying it on, will wash it entirely into the 
ground in a few hours; while, on the other hand, a dry windy 
day will evaporate its efficacy, and the land will be but little 
better than if it were sprinkled with chaff. ‘Therefore, the 
careful farmer will not leave it spread upon the surface of his 
fields in a dry time, nor will he lay on too much at once. 

Being a strong manure, pig dung serves the best purpose with 
mixing with it a large proportion of peat, mould, swamp or 
pond muck, weeds, straw, the leaves of trees, and other veg- 
etable matter that will easily decompose. It is almost incredi- 
ble how large a quantity of excellent manure can be obtained 
by supplying a pig yard with an abundance of the above- 
named substances, or other rubbish, to be worked over by the 
swine, and incorporated with their urine and dung. A half 
dozen of hogs have been known to make 30 or 40 loads of ex- 
cellent compost in a single year. 

In some parts of Europe, as well as in this country, land is 
sown with clover or peas, with the double object of feeding 
them off in a green state in the field, by swine, which are al- 
lowed to run loose, and of enriching ‘the soil by the dropping 
of their dung. Inthe Southern States of the Union, this prac- 
tice prevails to a considerable extent in the cultivation of the 
the cow PEA, described in a preceding page, under the division 
of “ Vegetable Manures.” 

Excrement of the Horse.—Alithough the horse feeds almost ex- 
clusively upon vegetable food, there is a great deal of differ- 
ence between the manure produced from his feeding upon the 
green succulent grass of the pastures, and the dry hay and 
nutritious grain fed to him in the stable. The dung of the 
horse, it is well known, consists of the grosser parts of his 
food, mixed with the peculiar juices of his mouth and stomach. 
Thus, his gastric juice differs from that of most of our other 
domestic animals, in containing a larger proportion of bile, 
which is secreted more rapidly directly from the liver in the 
absence of a gall bladder—an apendage that the horse, the 
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ass, and other animals of the same natural family do not pos- 
sess. Hence, the admixture of the finely-comminuted, strong, 
and hearty food he devours, together with these peculiar ani- 
mal juices, are the causes of the remarkable active properties 
of this species of manure. 

Pure horse dung is moderately warm, but hotter in its nature 
than that of the cow. It heats sooner, and evolves much am- 
monia, not merely because it contains less water than cow 
dung, but because it is generally also richer in those organic 
compounds of which nitrogen forms a constituent part. Even 
when fed upon the same food, the dung of the horse will be 
richer than that of the cow, because of the greater proportion 
of the food of the latter which is discharged in the large quan- 
tity of urine it is in the habit of voiding. 

According to Boussingault, the dung with the urine, voided by 
a horse, fed on hay and oats, contained 76 per cent. of mois- 
ture, and the composition in a dry and in a wet state was found 
to be as follows: — 
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By the above analyses, it will be seen that the fresh horse 
dung, in a dry state, contains 2;4,ths per cent. of nitrogen. The 
same substance, on the authority last quoted above, when al- 
lowed to ferment, as it does in practice, will contain only 1 per 
cent. of nitrogen, and loses besides, nearly ths of its weight. 
. This gives some idea of the waste that always attends the prac- 
tice of neglecting the manures ona farm. In comparing this 
substance with other manures, 73 parts of the solid excrement 
of the horse are considered as equivalent to 100 parts of farm- 
yard dung. 
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In the short period of 24 hours, horse dung heats and begins 
to suffer loss by fermentation. Hence, the propriety of early 
removing it from the stable, and mixing it as soon as possible 
with some other material by which the volatile substances 
given off may be absorbed and arrested. The colder and wet- 
ter dung of the pig and of the’cow will answer well for this 
purpose, or soil rich in vegetable matter, as peat, saw dust, or 
powdered charcoal, or any other absorbing substance which 
can readily be obtained; or if a chemical agent be preferred, 
moistened gypsum may be sprinkled among it, or diluted sul- 
phuric acid. There is undoubtedly great loss experienced 
from the general neglect of night soil, but in most cases, the 
dung of the horse might also be rendered a source of much 
greater profit than it has hitherto been. 

The warmth of horse dung fits it admirably for bringing 
other substances into a state of fermentation. With peat, 
swamp or pond muck, saw dust, spent tan bark, weeds, the 
Jeaves of trees, mould, and almost every kind of rubbish, it 
forms an excellent compost for most kinds of crops; and to 
soils containing much inert vegetable matter, it can be applied 
with much advantage. From its very hot nature, it is suitable 
for making hot beds, when it is new, and for nourishing early 
garden vegetables which require a considerable degree of heat 
to accelerate their growth. 

Great care should be observed that horse dung be not spoiled 
by “fire-fanging,” or burnt in the heaps, before it is used. For, 
when so heated as to give it a white mouldy appearance, most 
of its virtue is gone. It is difficult to give it age in an unmixed 
state without tempering it with the dung of the pig, of the cow, 
or with some of the substances named above, when it will be 
suitable for land that is neither too light nor too stiff. But, if 
buried in very cold, moist land, as soon as it comes from the | 
stable, in an unmixed state, it has been remarked that the crop 
succeeded better than where the ground was dressed with it in 
a rotten or fermented state. 

In order to prevent fermentation, or overheating, of horse ma- 
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nure, the farmer can pour or sprinkle over the heap, every few 
days, a moderate quantity of soap suds, old brine, or common 
salt. 

Excrement of Man.—Human ordure, or “night soil,” in gen- 
eral, is an exceedingly rich and valuable manure; but its dis- 
agreeable odor, has, in most countries, rendered its use unpop- 
ular among practical men. This unpleasant smell may be in 
a great measure removed by mixing it with powdered charcoal 
or with half-charred peat,a method which is adopted in the 
manufacture of certain artificial manures. Quicklime is in 
some places employed for the same purpose, but though the 
smell is thus got rid of, a large portion of the volatile ammonia, 
produced during the decomposition of the manure, is at the 
same time driven off into the atmosphere by the lime, and con- 
sequently is lost—Johnsion. . 

In general, night soil contains about {ths of its weight of 
‘water, and when exposed to the air, undergoes a very rapid de- 
‘composition, and gives off much volatile matter, consisting of 
ammonia, of carbonic acid, and of sulphureted and phosphu- 
reted hydrogen gases; and finely loses its smell. In the neigh- 
borhood of many large cities, the collected night soil is allowed 
thus naturally to ferment and lose its smell, and is then dried 
and sold for manure, under the name of PouDRETTE, described 
under its appropriate head. 

Night soil is a mixture of urine and feeces, and must vary in 
composition, but as such, has never been examined. The feces 
and urine separately were analysed by Berzelius, who found the 
composition of the feces to be as follows :— 
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The salts had the following composition :— - 
Carbonare OfiSOda, =, vs. «cielets slaicfeiniatew te sea cee ee slecweis.s 29.4 
Chiorideof Sodium; ..;.\.,2. aden wesie eed oaie ma ie Bon a al 23:5 
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100.0 


‘Human urine is one of the most powerful of all manures. 
Left to itself, it speedily undergoes putrefaction, and evolves an 
abundance of ammoniacal salts. Jts composition consists of 
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The phosphates of lime and magnesia, which it contains, are 
extremely insoluble salts, and have been supposed to, be held 
in solution by phosphoric acid, lactic acid, and hippuric acid, 
the latter of which is now regarded as a regular constituent of 
healthy human urine. 

It is difficult to give an estimate of the comparative value of 
night soil; for the urine present is nearly altogether the valuable 
part, and the amount varies. It is, however, more active, (hot- 
ter,) and valuable than the best horse dung, being estimated at 
14,and horse dung at 10. Arthur Young increased his crop of 
wheat, on a poor gravel, from 12 to 31 bushels by 160 bushels, 


upwards of 6 bushels more than he obtained by 60 cubic yards 
12 ; 
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of farmyard manure. According to Boussingault, when dried 
in the air, it is 10 times as fertilising as good farmyard dung. It 
may be composted with ary of the ordinary manures, and should 
be plowed under shallow, and near to seed time.—Gardner. 

Night soil, in whatever state it is used, whether recent or fer- 

mented, is capable of supplying abundant food to plants. The 
Chinese formerly mixed it with $d of its weight of a fat-marl, 
made it into cakes, and dried them by exposure to the sun. 
These cakes, which are represented as having no disagreeable 
smell, formed an article of commerce, sold in the neighborhood 
of large cities, under the name of ¢affo. According to Mr. For- 
tune, however, the Chinese prefer to use their night soil in its 
most recent state, diluted with water, and applied directly to 
their crops in the form of liquid manure. 
- Ina fresh state, night soil is applied at the rate of 6 to 12 
cart loads to the acre; but this is an unpleasant and wasteful 
application. It may be dried,and rendered inodorous by union 
with charcoal, charred peat, or broken peat, coal ashes or fine 
mould, and drying by exposure to the air. This forms one 
kind of poudrette. It is best treated with charcoal powder, 
gypsum, or very small quantiites of green vitrol, (suiphate of 
iron,) the sulphuric acid of which fixes the volatile ammonia. 
Quicklime and unleached ashes are objectionable additions, as 
théy liberate the ammonia, and cause loss. The most econom- 
ical method, so far as the soil of the farm is concerned, is to 
keep pounded charcoal and a little gypsum in the privy, to be 
sprinkled occasionally in the vault, so as to have it ready for 
use as soon as removed. Drying night soil in the air, without 
any addition, is wasteful; for fermentation comes on rapidly, 
and great loss of ammoniacal matters takes place. 

Excrement of the Pigeon.—The dung of pigeons has been cel- 
ebrated by all writers on agriculture for more than 2,000 years; 
and it has been so highly valued by the husbandmen of the 
East, that these birds have been kept in vast numbers in coies, 
or houses, principally for the sake of their manure. Kinneir, 
political assistant to Sir John Malcolm, embassador to the 
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court of Persia, states in his “Geographical Memoir of the 
Persian Empire,” published at London, in 1813, that the ac- 
knowledged superiority of the flavor of the melons at Ispahan, 
is alone to be ascribed to this rich manure. The largest of the 
pigeon towers will sell for $15,000; and many of them yield 
to the proprietors an annual income of $1,000 to $1,500 each. It 
is also highly esteemed in Spain, Portugal, France, and Bel- 
gium, at the present day, wherever it can be obtained in suffi- 
cient quantity. In the last-named country, it is used as a top- 
dressing for young flax plants, and the yearly product of 600 
pigeons will sell for nearly $20. , 

The effect of pigeon manure on crops is immediate, which 
depends principally upon the quantity of soluble matter con- 
tained in it; and this varies according to its age, and the cir- 
cumstances under which it has been preserved. Thus, Sir H. 
Davy found, that, in recent pigeon dung, 23 per cent. was sol- 
uble, while that after fermentation, contained only 8 per cent. 
The soluble matter consists of uric acid in small quantity, 
urate, sulphate, and especially carbonate of ammonia, common 
salt, and the sulphate of potash. The insoluble portion consists 
chiefly of phosphate of lime, with a little phosphate of mag- 
nesia, and a variable mixture of sand or earth. 

According to M. Girardin, the recent dung of pigeons con- 
tains of 
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When exposed to moisture, the dung of pigeons, like guano 
and the excrement of all kinds of birds, especially if recent, 
undergoes fermentation, loses a portion of its ammoniacal salts, 
and thereby becomes less valuable. If intended to be kept, it 
should be mixed with dry vegetable mould, or made into a com- 
post with dry earth and saw dust, with a portion of charcoal 
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dust, pulverised or charred peat, gypsum, or with sugar refuse 
(animalised carbon). One part of recent pigeon dung, mixed 
with 4 parts of dry sand, and 5 parts of pulverised peat, or veg- 
etable mould, makes an excellent compost for a cold heavy soil. 
For grain fields, 40 bushels of pigeon dung, mixed as above, 
will be sufficient to manure an acre, but there is great care to 
be observed in laying it on. The best way is to scatter it 
broadcast over the surface, immediately after the grain is sown, 
harrowing them in at the same operation. Then, the first rains 
that fall will wash most of the soluble portions into the ground, 
and the seed, as it softens and swells for sprouting, absorbs its 
proper quota, and has the advantage of its warmth and stim- 
ulating effects from the beginning. 

Pigeon manure is most appropriate for moist as well as stiff _ 
soils; but most of its virtue is.spent in one crop. When tem- 
pered with other dung, it is excellent for fruit trees and vines ; 
and, even, when used alone, it is superior, perhaps, to all other 
manures for the hop, to which it imparts an increased size, 
strength, and spirit. 

As the value of pigeon dung is so great,.it is advisable for 
the farmer to have a pigeon house wherever it can be done 
without injury to the neighboring fields of grain. The floor 
of the cote should be covered 4 inches thick with pulverised 
peat, or fine black mould, reduced to a powder, which, when 
taken out with the dung, feathers, and sweepings of the a 
forms a most valuable manure. 

Excrement of the Rabbit—In countries where rabbits are ex- 
tensively kept, their dung has been uséd with great success 
as a manure, so much so, that it has been found profitable to 
propagate them for the sake of their dung, and to have their 
“hutches” constructed in reference to the object of accumula- 
ting it without waste. 

Excrement of Sea Fowls.—One of the most powerful manures 
in nature, is the dung of such birds as feed on fish or animal 
flesh. The arid, sterile plains of Peru have been fertilised for 
ages by GUANO, a species of manure @»llected from the small.- 
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islands near the coast, there accumulated by the droppings, 
feathers, &c., of the immense number of sea birds that con- 
stantly frequent those spots. As this substance is treated of at 
length under its appropriate head, a further description of it is 
unnecessary here. 

On the Keys of Florida, immense flocks of pelicans, flamin- 
goes, and other sea birds congregate in vast numbers, and 
doubtless, if special pains were taken to collect their dung be- 
fore it is decomposed by the rains and scorching sun, this 
guano would prove profitable to the collectors, and would be 
sought after by the American farmers for manure. 

At the ‘suggestion of Sir H. Davy, a trial was made with 
‘the dung of sea fowls, in Wales, and it produced a powerful, 
though transient effect on the grass upon which it was applied. 
That sagacious experimentalist very truly conjectured, how- 
ever, that the rains of that climate, as well as those of all 
others, materially injure this species of manure, unless where 
it happens to be deposited in caverns or thefissuresof rocks, 
out of the reach of moisture and the sun. 

Excrement of the Sheep—The dung of sheep is regarded as 
one of the best manures of this class; and for many purposes, 
it is considered better than any other. It has not that violent 
heat so remarkable in the excrement of the horse, nor is it cold 
and inactive like that of the cow in a recent state; but there is 
a mildness and richness in it that no other manure can ap- 
proach, unless we except that of the goat. It ferments more 
readily than that of the cow, but less so than that of the horse. 

As the food of the sheep is more finely masticated than that 
of the cow, and its dung contains a little less water, it is richer 
in nitrogen, and hence, its more rapid fermentation. 

According to Girardin, the simple excrement of sheep in a 
recent state, contains of 
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In comparing this substance with other manures, Boussin- 
gault considers that 36 parts of the excrement of the sheep to 
-be equivalent in fertilising effects to 100 parts of farmyard 
dung. 

Although the dung of animals, in general, suits most kinds 
of soils, if properly tempered with other matter, cold clays ap- 
pear to receive the most benefit from that of sheep, yet it is 
suited to almost every description of land, and most kinds of 
crops. Those soils in which a considerable quantity of veg- 
etable matter is already present, are believed to be the most 
benefitted by this manure, in consequence of the readiness with 
which they absorb the volatile matters it so soon begins to 
throw off. 

In the management of this manure, there are practised by 
farmers three ways, according to the season, the climate, and 
other circumstances by which the owner of the flock has to be 
govered—one by allowing the sheep to run at will, and eat off 
the crop in the field, dropping their dung evenly over the sur- 
face, and at the same time treading it into the soil—another by 
confining them in open folds, or yards, at night, in which they 
deposit their urine and dung, and range about the pastures and 
fields by day—and a third, by securing them in a barn or Cov- 
ered fold during most of the colder months of the year, where 
all their manure is saved, and husbanded to the best advantage, 
without loss or injury from wet, from drying winds, or from the 
sun. By the first two methods, much of the virtue of the ma- 
nure is lost by evaporation and the washing of rains; by the 
latter, pulverised peat, swamp or pond muck, vegetable mould, 
or almost any kind of earth, may be spread in the bottom of the 
covered fold, where it will absorb the urine, and become incor- 
porated with the dung, forming therewith an abundance of val- 
uable manure. When sheep are fed in pastures, they drop 
their dung about the surface, which does comparatively but 
little service to the land ;- whereas, if evenly scattered over the 
fields, and trodden into the soil, as in the case of feeding off a 
crop of turnips or of green rye, it decomposes more slowly than 
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when it is collected into heaps, and the ammonia and other pro- 
ducts of the decomposition are absorbed in great part by the 
soil as they are produced. 

In folding sheep upon land at night, with the view of pre- 
paring it for a crop of tobacco, turnips, or wheat, care should 
be observed that their dung be not left long exposed to the air 
and sun on the surface of the ground; for that will exhaust 
its richness with little or no-value to the land. It should be 
plowed in as soon as a sufficient deposit has been made, while 
the ground is moist with urine, and the manure is fresh ; for, of 
all dungs, perhaps, it is the most free to lose its virtue, and in 
this respect, it should not be overlooked, as it is an axiom 
beyond dispute that “the fertilising power which shows itself 
with the greatest promptitude, is also that which is soonest ex- 
hausted.” 

In Belgium, it has long been the practice to house their sheep 
at night under slight sheds, the ground being spread with dry 
sand about 4 or 5 inches thick, laying on a little more fresh 
every day. Once a week, the whole mass, including the urine 
and dung, is carried to a compost heap, or is applied at once 
to the soil. This mixture of sand with hot urine and dung 
serves as an excellent dressing for cold stiff lands. If a light 
soil is intended to be manured with this compost, instead of 
sand, layers of clay, swamp or pond muck, peat, &c., may be 
substituted therefor, after having been previously mellowed by 
a winter’s frost. 

Excrement of the Turkey—The dung of turkeys, from the 
similarity of their food and internal organisation to those of 
domestic fowls, is also’similar in composition and character to 
that of the latter birds, and may be treated and applied to the 
same kinds of soil, and to similar crops. 

Although by no means an abundant manure, considerable 
quantities may be saved where a large number of turkeys are 
kept, by causing them to roost under cover, and composting 


their excrement after the manner recommended for the DoMEs- 
TIC FOWL. 
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FEATHERS. 


In general properties, feathers resemtile nails, cuticle, hair, 
wool, bristles, &c., consisting principally of inspissated albu- 
men, with a very minute proportion of gelatin. 

Although limited in the supply, considerable quantities of im- 
perfect feathers and quills can be obtained, such as cannot be 
used for beds, or for writing, pencil tubes, &c., which can be 
employed for manure. From 20 to 30 bushels of old feathers, 
which are generally clotted and packed, when they have long 
been used in beds, may be applied to an acre of grain. It is 
stated that even 10 bushels per acre of old feathers plowed under 
on wheat land nearly double the produce. Covering with the 
seed furrow of a grain crop, is recommended to be the best mode 
of application in securing unmolested the future disposition of 
the feathers in order that they may rot or decompose in the earth. 


FLESH, MUSCLES, CARTILAGES, LIGAMENTS, AND TEN- 
DONS OF DEAD ANIMALS. 


Tue fleshy, muscular, tendinous, and other textures of dead 
animals, which cannot be fed with advantage to dogs or swine, 
or. are not in demand for the manufacture of Prussian blue or 
animal black, can be converted into a most valuable manure 
by baking or charring them in « close furnace, or by mixing 
them as intimately as possible with about 6 times their own 
weight of peat, vegetable mould, or ordinary field earth. This 
manure, when applied to the roots of, most of our garden and 
field plants, without coming in immediate contact with the 
stalks¢ stimulates the vegetation in a remarkable degree. It 
can also be sown broadcast with grain, and produces, when 
judiciously applied, astonishing results. Mixed with twice its 
bulk of dry powdered earth, its application becomes exceed- 
ingly easy, and 1,500 lbs. of the mixture are sufficient to manure 
an acre. 

Horses, dogs, sheep, deer, and other quadrupeds, that have 
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died accidentally or by disease, are too often suffered to remain 
exposed to the air, or lie floating or partly immersed in water 
until they are devoured by birds or beasts of prey, or are entirely 
decomposed. In the mean'time, noxious gases are thrown off to 
the atmosphere, and the land or water where they lie receive but 
little or no benefit, and often an injury therefrom. By covering a 
dead animal with 6 times its bulk of dried pulverised peat, leaf 
mould, charred saw dust or tan bark, swamp or pond muck, or 
finely-divided soil, mixed with 1 part of quicklime, and suffer- 
ing it to remain for a few months, the decomposing carcass will 
impregnate the surrounding medium in which it is mixed with 
soluble matters sufficient to render the compound an excellent 
manure. At the time of removal, if a disagreeable effluvium 
is exhaled; it may be chiefly or entirely destroyed by incor- 
porating with the heap a small quantity of ground gypsum or 
charcoal dust, which will absorb and retain the gases for ma- 
nure. Any waste carcass may also be decomposed by inclos- 
ing it ina heap of vegetable matter in a state of fermentation, 
particularly in warm weather, when the temperature is high. 


FISH, CRUSTACEA, ETC. 


Unver this head is included not only the ordinary fish em- 
ployed as manure, but the offal, or heads, intestines, fins, and 
scales of those disposed of in the markets, as well as crabs, 
lobsters, muscles, and other shell fish. They all owe their fer- 
tilising effects mainly to the animal matter and bone earth they 
contain. The former is similar in its composition to the flesh 
or blood of quadrupeds. Indeed, the chemical constituents of 
sprats, and other similar fish, used for fertilising the land, are 
found to be nearly identical with the entire animal. 

Assuming sprats, a well-known fish, employed.as manure at 
certain seasons, on the coasts of Sussex and Kent, in England, 
to be taken as a type of the animal, the following analyses by 
Professor Thomas Way, chemist to the Royal Agricultural 
Society of England, will serve to show, in a degree, the com- 
12* 
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position of most other species of fish, applied to the same pur- 
pose. In 100 parts of the entire fish, bruised in a mortar, and 
then dried at a temperature of 212°F., there were found of 


Parts 

DWV ALON iui x idiass earsrosere aps. sisiai dante a gene tak sinh smimeie talnrsssleictaie 63.65 
OUD Fae isis inreicig oicicivinioieia oielo!siatewreialoteisaiedetsia-craieta niet sistattiie 18.60 
Dry nitrOsenOUS MAGMEN;. J telenccicle's sca sa ceacis soe creas 17.75 
100.00 


The amount of pure nitrogen obtained from the above, was 
11;°3,ths per cent., which would be equivalent to 1°4,ths of tlie 
entire fish in their natural condition. Out of 1,000 grs. of the 
fish, when examined directly for sulphur, there were found 
1; grs., or ;},,ths of 1 per cent. 

The quantity of ash, or mineral matter, obtained by burning 
the fish of two seasons was 2;12-ths per cent., which had the 
following composition :— 


Sprats of 1847. Sprats of 1848. 
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From the analysis of this ash, we find precisely what would 
have been expected—phosphate of lime, furnished by the 
bones, and potash by the muscular parts of the fish. 

As a matter of practical importance to the farmer, his atten- 
tion may be directed to the similarity in composition between 
some of our cultivated crops and that of sprats. Wheat, for 
instance, contains about 2 per cent. of nitrogen; so does the 
fish, Wheat contains about 1#ths per cent. of ash, of which 
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about + is phosphoric acid, and $d potash. Sprats contain about 
2 per cent. of ash, of which about ?ths are phosphoric acid, and 
1th potash. What manure, then, would be more suitable to 
grow a bushel of wheat than 50 lbs. of sprats? 

The use of fish, as a manure, is generally confined to within 
certain distances of the sev shore, which ‘is obvious, principal- 
ly for the following reasor:—It requires to be employed in 
somewhat large dressings, although, weight for weight, they 
are at least 4 times more powerful than farmyard dung; conse- 
quently, the expense of transportation, added to the original 
cost, soon places them beyond the farmer’s reach. 

The fish usually employed in this country for manure may 
be described and applied as follows :— 

Alewife, or Spring Herring (Alosa tyrannus).—This species 
of fish occurs in great abundance along the Atlantic coast from 
Maine to Virginia. They usually appear in the Chesapeake 
from March till May. In the waters about New York, they ap- 
pear with the shad, early in April. In New Hampshire and Mas- 
sachusetts, they swarm in great profusion, a month or six weeks 
later, where they are taken in seines in vast quantities, and for- 
merly were employed with their congeners, the shad, as a ma- 
nure. But, since the obstructions made in the rivers and 
- streams they were wont to frequent, in consequence of the erec- 
tion of dams and mills, they are caught in less abundance, and 
are now generally used for food. 

Horse-foot or King Crab (Polyphemus occidentalis)—This 
crab is common during the spring and summer all along the 
coast from Maine to Florida. It is sometimes called the “ sauce 
pan,” from the shape of its shield, which is frequently used for 
bailing out boats. They usually approach the shore at high 
water, when they are frequently taken in large numbers, and 
employed in feeding poultry and swine. If eaten too plenti- 
fully, they are liable to cause sickness in pigs and hogs, and 
sometimes are the cause of their death. 

When thrown promiscuously in the pig yard, broken and 
composted with swamp or pond muck, these fish add greatly to 
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the richness of the manure, and is an important source for the 
maritime farmers to fertilise their fields. 

Menhaden (Alosa menhaden).—This important fish, which 
also bears the local names of “ manhaden,” “ bony fish,” “ hard 
head,” “marsbanker,” “ mossbonker,” “mossbanker,” “ moss- 
bunker,” or simply “bunker,” panhagen, (Indian,) and “skip- 
pangs,” is found during the summer mohths, more or less abun-. 
dauntiy, from Maine to the Chesapeake. Thesea and shoals often 
literally swarm with them, where they are taken in seines or 
“nets, and employed as bait for halibut, mackerel, and cod. 
Sometimes they are cured and packed up, like herrings, and 
used for human food ; but, from their very oily nature, they are 
not much resorted to for this purpose, being more extensively 
and profitably applied as a manure. It is computed that a 
single menhaden of ordinary size, (12 inches in length,) is 
equal in richness to a shovelful of farmyard manure. 

The use of this fish is well known as a manure in the vicin- 
ity of the coast from Massachusetts Bay to the Chesapeake, par- 
ticularly on the light lands of Long Island, Cape Cod, as well 
as those of the eastern counties of New Jersey and Delaware. 
They are used in various ways for growing wheat, oats, grass, 
Indian corn, peaches, and other kinds of crops; and their ef- 
fects in renovating worn-out lands, and enriching those that are 
naturally sterile, are truly remarkable. But, from the manner 
in which they are usually applied by scattering them in a crude 
state broadcast over the surface, or slightly covering them with 
earth, is not only a wastefnl practice, in consequence of the loss 
of ammonia and other volatile constituents, but, on medical 
authority, they sometimes have created pestilence and disease 
from the intolerable and unhealthy stench with which they 
contaminate the atmosphere for miles around. 

The most economical and advantageous mode of applying 
these fish, as a manure; is to compost them in alternate layers 
of dry mould, swamp or pond muck, pulverised charcoal or 
peat, charred saw dust or tan bark, or any other similar absorb- 
ent matter, in the same manner as recommended for BLOOD, 
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URINE, BLUBBER, and other putrescent manures, described under 
their respective heads. When thoroughly decomposed, this 
compost may be spread broadcast, or disposed of in drills, or 
in the hill, according to the kind of crops to which it is applied. 
If the fish are buried in the soil, however, in a crude state, re, 
ference may be had to the nature of the subsoil in regard ta 
its power of absorbing and retaining the ammonia and other 
soluble parts of the fish, that would be liable to be carried 
downward -by the rains or melted snows, with which they are 
combined. It will be seen under the head of cay, (unburnt,) 
that a subsoil, abounding in clay, loam, mould, or decomposed 
vegetable matter, has the power of absorbing and retaining 
everything which can serve as a manure for plants. This action, let 
it be remembered, is not at all the same as in filtration, asa 
subsoil composed of sand or gravel does not possess this prop- 
erty, but allows most of the fertilising matter from the fish, 
contained in solution, to penetrate the earth with the water from 
the rains or melted snows. Thus, if the soil be deep and 
loamy, the fish may be plowed under or otherwise buried toa 
depth of 6 to 10 inches, with at least a foot of clayey or loamy 
soil below them to secure absorption. The subsoil must be 
clay or loam, for sind and gravel have no power of absorption, 
and allow all solutions to pass freely through them. 

When applied to Indian corn, with no other manure, from 2 
to 3 fish are employed to each hill; but when used in connec- 
tion with wood ashes and stable dung, one fish is appropriated 
toa hill; say 3,630 fish, 14 cubic yards of horse dung, and 56 
bushels of unleached ashes to an acre. A dressing like this, 
on the Long-Island plains, will produce from 60 to 80 bushels 
of shelled corn to an acre; and after the corn is removed, the 
Jand will be suitable for a tolerable crop of buckwheat, oats, 

or rye, without any additional manure. 
’ For a wheat crop, about 10,000 of these fish may be plowed 
under in a crude state to each acre of land; or from 5,000 to 
to 6,000 may be composted as directed above, and plowed or 
harrowed in with the seed. 
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When from 2,000 to 3,000 menhaden are decomposed in a 
compost as described in the preceding page, and spread on an 
acre of old grass land, the renovating effects are astonishing. 

For root crops and peach trees, there is no manure that has 
a better effect for a single year than these fish; but they do not 
have that influence after repeating, which they have at first, 
unless they are used in connection with charcoal, gypsum, bone 
dust, leached ashes, guano, farmyard manure, or green-sand 
marl. } 

Mussels (Mytilus borealis)—This species of shell fish, as 
well as the Mytilus plicatula, is common all along the northern 
coast of the United States, and are often found in great abun- 
dance on the banks of the estuaries or creeks, whence they are 
collected and fed to poultry or swine, and are used to some ex- 
tent as a manure. From 10 to 20:bushels, in connection with 
other fertilisers, are regarded as sufficient to manure an acre 
of land. 

Clams, cockles, and other kinds of shell fish, as well as crabs 
and lobsters, all form excellent manures. The crust, or shells, 
of the latter, is stated to contain 14 per cent. of the phosphate 
of lime; the remaining portion consisting of carbonate of lime 
and animal matter. 

The offal of fish, such as the heads, fins, scales, and intestines, 
are to be obtained more or less abundantly in most of our mar- 
kets, and from the places where fish are dressed and packed, 
all form excellent fertilisers, and may be treated and applied in 
a similar manner as the menhaden, described in the preceding 


pages. 


FOLDING, OR YARDING, AS A MODE OF MANURING THE SOIL. 
\ 


Foipine, or yarding, is the practice of confining sheep, cows, 
&c., at night or other times, in a small parcel of ground for the 
purpose of enriching the soil for turnips, cabbages, tobacco, 
and sometimes wheat. The benefits arising from this mode of 
manuring is acknowledged in many cases to be great; yet, 
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during the summer months, it cannot be otherwise than waste- 
ful, as a great part of the urine of the animal is lost by evapo- 
ration, as well as much of the solid excrement, which becomes 
volatilised or removed by the washing of the rains. 

Some farmers turn in their horned cattle with the sheep, 
which answers well when the soil contains much gravel or 
warm sand, and is not bad when it consists mainly of loam 
But it is regarded to be more judicious to fold the cattle by 
themselves on a dry gravelly or hungry soil, and the sheep 
without the cattle on a soil that is stiff, heavy, and cold. 

Before folding a piece of ground, it should be plowed once 
or twice, in order to put it in a proper condition to receive the 
urine and dung of theanimals. By repeated observation, it has 
been determined that, on an average, 200 sheep cannot manure 
by folding, in one summer, more than 10 acres of land of a 
medium quality, notwithstanding it has been stated that 100 
sheep will enrich 8 acres, so as to need no other manure for 
eight years. 

For a crop of turnips, let half of an acre of ground be plow- 
ed and fenced, in the latitude of New York, about the first of 
June. Turn in every night a half dozen head of neat cattle, 
and about 50 sheep. Continue to do so for three or four weeks; 
harrowing the surface every few days, in order to mix the ex- 
crement with the soil. About the middle of July, the ground 
will be sufficiently folded, and the turnips may be sown and 
harrowed in, and will produce an abundant yield. 

A yard for cabbages may be begun about a fortnight earlier 
than for turnips, or soon after the cattle are turned out to grass. 
In other respects, the time and treatment of the land, are sim- 
ilar to those for turnips. 

When a wheat crop is intended, the ground may be plowed 
and folded in July, with frequent harrowings, up to the time of 
sowing the seed in August. Ifthe ground is very moist or wet, 
let the harrowing be done in the middle of the day; if dry, in 
the morning, while moist with dew. 

Meadow lands, which ave cold and sour, producing bad hay, 
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may be greatly improved by even a moderate folding, which 
will kill the ferns, (brakes,) and mosses, and destroy the rushes 
or other watery grasses, without breaking up the sod. This 
may be done, too, at such seasons as are unsuited for folding 
plowed Jands for turnips or wheat, say from September till 
May, where the ground is not covered with snow. Sheep are 
regarded more proper for'this purpose than cattle, as their ex- 
crement is hotter, and will have a more powerful effect in kill- 
ing the noxious grasses and plants. Where a large field is to 
be ameliorated in this manner, it is sometimes the custom to 
confine the sheep at night in one part of the meadow, by means 
of “ hurdles,” and as soon as that particular portion of the land 
has been sufiiciently folded, to change their enclosure to 
another part of the field, and thus continue until the whole is 
improved. 

In some places, they fold their fatting cattle in autumn, upon 
the stubble fields or grass lands, where they are daily fed with 
turnips, beets, potatoes, &c., which are spread upon the field. 
By this means, the cattle are made to go over the entire ground, 
dropping their urine and manure wherever they go, until the 
whole is manured. Asimilar practice sometimes is also adopt- 
ed in soiling cows, where green food, such as rye, lucern, clover, 
corn stalks, &c.. is scattered over the surface until the land is 
sufficiently enriched. 


GUANO. 


Guano, or huanu, which signifies in the Peruvian or Quichua 
language “ manure,” is now well known to be the excrements of 
various species of sea fowls, such as cranes, flamingoes, mews, 
divers, &c., which resort in immense numbers to small uninhab- 
ited islands or rocky promontories on the coasts of Africa and 
South America, where they have remained in undisturbed pos- 
session for ages, and on which their dung and exuvie have 
gradually accumulated in some instances, on the coast of Peru, 
according to Humboldt, to a depth of 50 or 60 feet; but their 


. 


ANIMAL MANURES. 281 


deposits for a period of 300 years had not formed a bed more 
than from 4d to 4 of an inch thick. 

As regards the history of this substance, we read in all the 
works relating to the ancient agriculture of the Peruvians of its 
value as a fertiliser, and admire the provident use made of it 
by the Incas, long before that patriarchal race of monarchs 
had been exterminated by their chivalrous invaders, the Span- 
iards. For more than a hundred years, the early navigators to 
the Pacific had noticed the guano islands, and had seen car- 
goes of this deposit conveyed to the adjacent mainland, where 
they must have witnessed the greater luxuriance of the her- 
bage, as well as the increased weight of the crops wherever it 
was applied. European and American merchants, also, who 
have had opportunities ever since the declaration of Peruvian 
independence, of forming establishments of their own on the 
coast, as well as in the interior, could not have been ignorant 
of the use made of guano by the natives, and the astonishing 
effects it produced on their crops. The delay, therefore, of in- 
troducing it into Europe and elsewhere, could not have occur- 
red through the want of a knowledge of its value and appli- 
cability to a foreign soil. 

Tt was not until the year 1806, that the true nature of this 
substance, as a fertiliser, was communicated to the scientific 
world, when a sample was transmitted by Humboldt on his re- 
turn from South America, to Messrs. Fourcroy and Vauquelin, 
of Paris, two eminent chemists, who made a most careful and 
elaborate analysis of it, the results of which are published in 
vol. lvi. of the “ Annales de Chimie.” They found it to contain 
4th of its weight of uric acid, partially saturated with am- 
monia, and small quantities of sulphate and muriate of potash, 
mixed with portions of quartzose and ferruginous sand. From 
this circumstance, a knowledge of its value was communicated 
to most of the enlightened agriculturists of Europe as well as 
of the United States, but no application was made of it in either 
country before the year 1824, when the late Mr. Skinner, then 
editor of the “ American Farmer,” received two barrels of it 
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at Baltimore, and distributed in small parcels for experiment. 
Governor Lloyd, of Maryland, an intelligent and enterprising 
_ farmer, to whom a portion was sent, pronounced it “ the most 
powerful manure he had ever seen applied to Indian corn.” 

But no further measures were taken to introduce this manure, 
with the exception of a few samples sent home by travellers in 
Peru, with which experiments were made in Europe and in this 
country, more as a matter of curiosity than from any other ex- 
pectation, until the year 1840, when 20 barrels arrived in Eng- 
land to test its qualities upon the soil. At first, it was used 
with great precaution ; and notwithstanding the astonishing re- 
sults of the earlier experiments, the fear that the enormous 
crops which it produced might exhaust the land, deterred the 
British farmers, generally, from availing themselves of so val- 
uable a manure. Repeated experiments, however, having con- 
vinced them that it imparts great vigor to the plants, without 
injury to the soil, and that it is the cheapest as well as the most 
nourishing fertiliser known, the increase of its consumption 
was such, that, from a few tons employed in 1840, the whole 
amount imported into that country up to the beginning of the 
year 1850, was about 650,000 tons! 

From this great consumption of guano in England, and the 
success with which it was everywhere attended, its introduc- 
tion became gradual into the United States; and, for the last 
year past, the demands for a genuine article have been so great 
by the farmers along the Atlantic coast, that their wants could 
not be supplied. 

Independently of the immense quantities imported from Bo- 
livia and Peru, guano has been obtained from Ichaboe, a rocky 
islet on the coast of Africa, from which many thousand tens 
were shipped, and it has been stripped down to the very rock 
itself by the emissaries of the greedy agriculturists, and again 
abandoned in solitude. Considerable quantities have also been 
brought from Patagonia, Chili, and the islands of the South 
Sea ; but, as might have been expected from the nature of the 
climates from which they were obtained, they were either found 
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to be worthless, or far inferior in qualitity to those of Bolivia 
and Peru. 

From this great and insatiable demand for guano in England 
and elsewhere, the most wilful adulterations have been made 
in that country, confined principally to the Peruvian, by mixing 
it with gypsum or sand, or, more correctly speaking, with a 
sort of brownish-yellow loam, not differing much from the color 
of guano itself; but, as ready means have recently been dis- 
covered for detecting these frauds, together with severe enact- 
ments for punishing the perpetrators, the hegiaes it is hoped, 
will soon become absolete. 

Guano, like all kinds of animal excrement, varies materially 
in its quality according to the nature of the food habitually 
used. The richer and more nutritious it is, the greater will be 
the fertilising properties of the manure. Hence, the dung of 
the highly-fed race horse is more valuable than that of the 
drudge released from the cart,and kept upon low fare. For the 
very same reason, the excrementitious deposits of birds feed- 
ing upon fish or flesh, afford a stronger manure than parrots 
or pigeons which live on berries and grain. Again, guano is 
very materially influenced by the age and climate in which it 
is found. Thus, during the first year of its deposit in Bolivia 
or Peru, the strata are white, and abounding in uric acid; but 
in the lower strata, which have existed, perhaps, for ages, the 
color is a rusty red, as if tinged with oxide of iron. They be- 
come progressively more and more solid from the surface 
downward, a circumstance naturally accounted for by the 
gradual accumulation of the strata, and the evaporation of the 
volatile parts. In all climates subject to rainsand heavy dews, 
the guano exposed to their influence undergoes fermentation, 
loses a portion of its ammoniacal salts by the decomposition, 
and thereby is diminished in value. The excrement of the birds, 
when first deposited, is rich in nitrogenous compounds. No am- 
monia, as such, exists among its constituents; but the access 
of air and moisture induce a slow decomposition by which 
ammonia is generated, and when the circumstances are favor- 
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able, it escapes into the atmosphere. Wherever moisture is 
abundant, these changes are most rapidly effected; whereas, 
on the other hand, a dry climate and a rapid accumulation of 
the deposit are more likely to insure its preservation in a com- 
paratively unchanged state. 

From the preceding remarks, it is obvious that the composi- 
tion, and consequently the valuc, of the different kinds of guano 
will vary according to the age and localities from which they 
are obtained. From numerous analyses and experiments made 
with those sorts in most general use, their rank in the scale of 
this class of manures, together with other circumstances con- 
nected with their production and application, stand in the fol- 
lowing order :— ; 

Anagamos Guano.—By a subsequent table, it will be seen that 
this guano contains a larger per-centage of ammonia, with a 
due share of phosphates, than any other kind in the list. It is 
a perfectly recent deposit, collected by hand from the rocks, 
which accounts for its richness. Although it is not distinctly 
known whether the composition of the dung of birds, recently 
voided, is perfectly alike, we have reason to suppose, that of 
sea fowls, all piscivorous and nearly allied in their habits, can- 
not greatly differ. From this circumstance, it is worthy of in- 
vestigation to ascertain whether the Florida guano, deposited on 
the Keys by immense flocks of flamingoes, pelicans, and other 
aquatic birds, cannot be collected after the manner of that from 
Anagamos, and turned to profitable account. 

Peruvian Guano—From the large amount of ammonia and 
phosphates contained in this kind of guano, together with the 
almost inexhaustible supply, and the circumstances attending 
its origin, collection, and importation, the farmer can more im- 
plicitly rely upon it for fertilising his fields than on any other. 
Being the production of a climate where rain seldom-or never 
falls, its composition becomes less altered, and its character 
less varied, except in color, than those varieties snk further 
north or south. 

During the first year of deposit, the strata are white, when it 
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is called bythe natives guano blanco. In the opinion of the 
Peruvian cultivators this is the most efficacious kind, as less 
quantity suffices, and the field must be more speedily and abun- 
dantly watered after it is applied; otherwise, the roots of the 
plants would be destroyed. 

In the deepest deposits, the uppermost strata are of a greyish 
brown, which gradually become darker as they are opened 
downward. In the lower strata, the color is rusty red, as if 
tinged with the oxide of iron. The beds become progressively 
more and more solid from the surface downwards, a circum- 
stance naturally accounted for by the gradual deposit of the 
strata and the evaporation of the fluid particles, the result, per- 
haps, from an uninterrupted accumulation during many thous- 
and years. 

As before remarked, the wilful adulteration of guano is be- 
lieved to be confined almost entirely to the Peruvian. Hence, 
much precaution is necessary on the part of the farmer in 
making his purchases; otherwise, he is liable to be deceived. 
It is not enough to know that the “substance is of a brown 
color, sufficiently dry, with a tolerably strong smell, and ap-~ 
pearing to contain little or no gritty matter when rubbed be- 
tween the fingers ;” for, if genuine, all guanos have a general 
character running through them. For instance, they invariably 
contain feathers and comminuted shells; water, of course; or- 
ganic matter, always’; crystallised gypsum, never ; carbonate 
of lime, commonly ; phosphate of lime, always ; super-phos- 
phate, never; and nitrogen or ammonia, invariably. Several 
of these points can only be determined by accurate analysis, 
which farmers in general are incapable of doing. All the risk 
and uncertainty, therefore, to which the farming public is now 
subjected, might be avoided if they would give up seeking for 
cheap guano, buy from dealers of known character and honesty, 
and insist that the purchase shall be guaranteed to be of the 
same composition as a sample analysed by some chemist of 
well known accuracy and veracity. _ 

In sctiatenn samples for ae it should always be taken 
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from as many bags as possible. A large handful or two should 
be selected from perhaps a dozen different bags, and the whole 
laid on a large sheet of paper, and mixed carefully together 
with the hand. From this, about a pound should be taken, and 
the remainder returned into the stock. This precaution is de- 
sirable in all sorts of guano, but is quite indispensable with 
the inferior kinds, which fequently differ very much in differ- 
ent parts of the same cargo. 

Bolivian Guano.—Next to the Peruvian in value as a fertiliser, 
stands the Bolivian, which, from the similarity of the climate 
in which it is produced, being obtained only a few degrees fur- 
ther south, it has been placed in the very first rank of excel- 
lence. Some cargoes, however, have proved to be of very in- 
ferior quality, obviously having been adulterated, or had been 
subject to moisture or long exposure to the wind and sun. 

Chilian Guano.—Of this fertiliser, two qualities have been 
imported. The one most commonly met with is of a most in- 
ferior description, and scarcely deserves the name of guano; 
but there is another and a very valuable variety, although rare, 
which is imported from Valparaiso, and is stated to be collected 
on the rocks. It is quite hard, and comes in large pale-yellow- 
ish masses; and, in value, it is said to be equal to that of the 
very best Peruvian. 

Ichaboe Guano.—This guano, although abundant a few years 
since, has now almost entirely ceased in its supply. It is de- 
signated under the names of the “old” and the “ new Ichaboe,” 
the former being a deposit probably many centuries of age, 
which had been exposed to the sun, wind, and rain, and conse- 
quently had lost a large share of its virtue, and hence inferior 
in its value. Soon after its discovery, the whole of the deposit 
with which the island was covered, was entirely removed. So 
completely, indeed, was this done, that the last cargoes carried 
away were but little better than sand, and the island was again 
abandoned to the birds. Since that time, the sea fowls returned, 
rapidly formed fresh deposits, and other importations have been 
made, designated under the name of the “ new Ichaboe,” which 
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proved, on analysis, to be much richer than the “old.” It ap- 
pears that the recent Ichaboe guano contains an amount of 
ammonia not far short of double of that contained in the older 
deposit, and between 3 and 4 per cent. more than the highest 
per-centage hitherio observed. It approaches in composition 
much nearer that of Peru, both in this respect, and in the small 
amount of phosphates and larger quantity of alkaline salts 
which it contains. In one other respect, also, it is remarkable 
—and this is, in the considerable per-centage of carbonate of 
lime, of which traces only are found in the-oldest deposits, and 
none at all in the Peruvian. 

Patagonian Guano—tThis variety, from the high latitude in 
which it is produced, and subjected as it is to frequent rains, 
alternated by intense sunshine and drying winds, has usually 
been purchased at higher prices than its quality justifies. Its 
inferiority to Peruvian or Bolivian guanos is very marked, 
especially in its amount of ammonia; and from numerous 
analyses, it has been ascertained that it contains a considerable 
quantity of sand, in one case, at least 38 per cent. This guano, 
it is believed, never is willfully adulterated. In fact, its quality 
is so low that it will not bear it. There issaid to occur among 
this guano considerable quantities of crystals, composed almost 
entirely of the salt called “ ammoniaco-magnesian phosphate,” 
which, when pure, contains no less than 7 per cent. of ammo- 
nia. These crystals, it has been stated, have been carefully 
avoided by the captains of vessels, with the impression that 
they were of no value. 

Saldanha-Bay Guano.—This variety, like the Patagonian, 
comes from a latitude and climate subject to heavy rains, al- 
ternated by an intense sun, and consequently loses the greater 
part of its ammonia, unless it is collected in a very recent 
state. Its chief value, as a fertiliser, consists in its phosphates, 
which range higher than those in any other variety hitherto 
known. 

The foregoing includes all the varieties of guano that have ap- 
peared inany quantity in ths European and American markets, 
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Ammonia,.......... 


the average composition of 
which is indicated in the ad- 
joining table, by Dr. Thomas 
Anderson, chemist to the High- 
land and Agricultural Society 
of Scotland. In the more com- 
mon guanos, the average is de- 
duced from a large number of 
analyses, made by himself in 
his own laboratory, or from 
those of others in whom he 
could implicitly rely. 

A moment’s inspection of the 
table will render apparent— 
much more clearly than words 
can—the great difference in 
the composition of the differ- 
ent varieties of guano; and as 
their values differ quite as 
much as their composition, it 
is of much importance for the 
farmer to have a ready means 
of estimating, from the compo- 
position, their value. 

Now, practically, there are 
only two constituents which 
require to be taken into con- 
sideration in the estimate of 
the commercial value of a 
guano, and these are the am- 
monia and the phosphates. With 
the exception of the alkaline 
salts, none of the other con- 
stituents have any value ; and 
these last, though no doubt 
worth something, are too small 
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in quantity, and too unimportant to deserve consideration. In 
order to estimate the worth of a guano, then, we require to 
know the value of ammonia and phosphate of lime; in other 
words, the price at which they can be bought in the market, in 
other forms than that of guano. Professor Way, of the Royal 
Agricultural Society of England, has gone fully into this ques- 
tion, and has deduced from a variety of considerations, that 
the value of ammonia is very-nearly sixpence per pound, and 
that of phosphate of lime, about three farthings per pound. 
Suppose, then, we wish to estimate the value of a ton (2,000 Lbs.,) 
of Peruvian guano of the average composition, we calculate 
from the per-centage the number of pounds of ammonia and 
phosphates present in it; and calculating 124 cents for each of 
the former, and 14 cents for the latter, we have the value of the 
ton. Thus: 


17 per cent. of ammonia is equal to 340 Ibs, in a ton $42.50 


of 2,000 Ibs: at W2e cents yt... 5. ss seionc cine 2 ea 
23.48 per cent. of phosphates is equal to 470 Ibs. in { 7.05 
WROM, by SCONES, err wiinisie cis’eave nic ote weve ersten ce 
Value of a ton of Peruvian guano,......ccccesseccece $49.55 


Exactly in the same manner we are enabled to find the fol- 
lowing value of a ton of Saldanha-Bay guano :— 


1.62 per cent. of ammonia is equal to 32,4 lbs. ina 
THA Ube COMES, (2 2, x's\s.>oieycis.dyslaieie geetee, 1c, aionislare $ 4.05 


56.4 per cent. of phosphates is equal to 1,128 Ibs. in 16.92 F 
DiLONy BLE COMIS Ne, tisk Hays Mis selecd cs aia sietalete ie r 


Value of a ton of Saldanha-Bay guano,............0. $20.97 


Strictly speaking, something should be allowed for the aika- 
line salts present ; but the exact value cannot be estimated 
without some difficulty. It might average from $4 to $5 per 
‘ton, which should be added to the above, thus making Peruvian 
guano worth about $54 a ton. 

Guano, like farmyard manure, it is hardly necessary to state, 
may be applied with advantage to almost any kind of soil, as 


well as to most of our cultivated crops, as it contains every ele- 
13 
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ment necessary to their growth, independent of the quality of 
the soil—one great point being attended to—that the land be 
in good lilih; for, otherwise, the tender roots uf the vegetables 
would meet with obstructions, and become crippled in their 
growth. Poor, well-tilled soils receive the most advantage from 
this fertiliser, as they are most generally deficient in some essen- 
tial necessary to the growth and perfection of the plants. In 
regard to the amount to be applied to an acre, this will depend 
upon the variety of guano employed; the nature and state of 
fertility of the soil and climate; the kind of crop to be raised ; 
‘the number of applications in a season; and whether the 
guano is to be used alone or in conjunction with any other 
manure. 

Taking the best Peruvian guano as a standard, in a soil of 
medium quality inthe Northern States, an acre of wheat, barley, 
nemp, or flax will require about 250 Ibs. mixed with 10 times its 
bulk of earth, garden mould, well-rotted peat or swamp muck, 
and sown broadcast, and plowed or harrowed in with the seed 
just before a rain. If the soil be rather poor, 300 Ibs. will be 
necessary ; if good, 200 Ibs. will suffice. For oats, peas, and 
rye, 200 Ibs. will be enough. Grass lands of several years’ 
standing may be renovated or greatly improved, by sowing . 
about 300 lbs. broadcast in wet weather, soon after the young 
blades begin to shoot. For turnips, potatoes, cabbages, to- 
bacco, and Indian corn, 200 lbs. may be applied broadcast to 
an acre at the time of planting or putting in the seed, in con- 
nection with decomposed peat, swamp or pond muck, vegetable 
mould, &c., previously thoroughly plowing the land, and then 
well harrowing in the guano, and afterwards raising the earth 
into beds or ridges by means of a plow at suitable distances 
apart for the rows or drills of the respective crops. This will 
diffuse the guano equally through the soil. When the plants 
are up, or are sufficiently advanced in their growth to be 
cleansed or earthed up, a second dressing of 100 to 200 lbs. of 
guano may be applied in the same way as above; that is, 
spreading it uniformly over the surface, taking care not to scat- 
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ter it on the leaves or stalks, and then drawing the earth con- 
taining it around the plants. It is regarded as better to apply 
the guano twice than all at one time, and much more advan- 
tageous to work it through the soil, than to put it at the bottom 
of the drills or hills) When employed in the latter manner, it 
not unfrequently kills the young plants by coming in direct 
contact with the roots, or overgorging them with nourishment, 
and leaves those which survive with an insufficient supply in 
the advanced stages of their growth. 

In the Middle and Southern States, where guano is much 
employed for manuring tobacco, cotton, sugar cane, and other 
sourthern crops, about the same quantity may be applied as 
at the north; but experience has taught the planters that, 
where the subsoil consists of clay, mould, or loam, it is prefer- 
able to sow the guano broadcast in the early part of the win- 
ter, and plow it under at the fnll depth, and there let it remain 
and infuse its virtues throughout the soil, or furrow slices, 
above, until the crops are sown or planted in the spring, when 
the ground should be replowed and harrowed at the time of 
putting in the seed. But, let it be remembered that, where the | 
subsoil contains a large share. of gravel or sand, it would be a 
wasteful practice thus to plow under the guano, as the dissolv- 
ing rains would carry a large share of its fertilising properties 
‘deep into the earth. A second dressing of 100 to 200 lbs..of 
guano to an acre may also be added to cotton, tobacco, sugar 
cane, and other hoed crops, at the time of earthing them up, in 
a similar manner as recommended for corn and potatoes in the 
Northern States. For wheat, let from 200 to 250 lbs. of guano 
to an acre be scattered broadcast, just before the seed is sown, 
and plowed under to a depth of 6 or 8 inches, and there remain 
undisturbed, bearing in mind this important rule as regards all 
fertilisers that are soluble by rains or melting snows: That there 
be at least 10 inches in depth of loam, mould, or clay, directly beneath 
the manure; otherwise, the most valuable parts may sink deep 
into the earth as they are carried downward by the rain, and 
consequently will be lost. 
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For grape vines, the apple, pear, cherry, plum, and other 

fruit trees, as well as the orange, lemon, and coffee trees, guano 
stands unrivalled in its effects as a manure. If the trees or 
shrubs are small, and are ready to transplant, slanting holes 
may be dug to receive them, of dimensions proportioned to the 
depth and extent of the roots, leaving at least 10 inches of 
mould at their bottoms, before the guano is put in. Then, around 
the edges of the bottom of the holes, that is, near the foot of the 
slanting sides, scatter from ¢ to of a pound of guano, which 
should be covered with a little light earth or mould, in order 
that none of the guano may touch the roots when the vines or 
trees are consigned to the ground. Then, into each hole, 
about 2 quarts of water may be sprinkled, and the further 
process of transplanting left till the next day. The trees may 
now be planted in the position they are intended to grow, and 
the holes filled up with light soil, leaving a slight depression 
around each, in order to make the most of any rain that soon 
after may fall. If the trees or vines have long been planted 
‘and have attained a considerable size, the ground about their 
roots may be forked or trenched in the spring, and the guano 
scattered broadcast over the surface around each tree, and fol- 
lowed immediately by a copious watering by hand or by a 
drenching rain. By these means, a portion of the guano will 
become dissolved, sink into the soil about the roots, the good 
effects of which will be apparent in a very few weeks. 

Guano may also be employed as a steep for seeds, or applied 
directly to the plants, in their second leaf, in a diluted and liquid 
form; or it may be advantageously composted with an equal 
weight of common salt or soot, or with 10 times its bulk of veg- 
etable mould, rotted peat, swamp or pond muck, or green-sand 
marl, mixed with a small proportion of gypsum or charcoal dust, 
but never with wood ashes, carbonate of soda, potash, magnesia, nor 
common lime; for these will liberate the free ammonia, and thus 
diminish the value and effects of the manure. 

For a further account of the application of guano, the reader 
is referred to LIQUID and SPECIAL MANURES, 
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GREAVES. 


Greaves, or “scraps,” are the muscular or membraneous 
matter left as refuse by the lard and tallow triers. They usual- 
ly contain a large amount of fat, and are well adapted for fat- 
tening hogs, feeding poultry, dogs, &c. They have also been 
used as a manure, at the rate of about 200 lbs. to an acre, in- 
corporated with an ordinary dressing of farmyard dung, pul- 
verised peat, leaf mould, swamp or pond muck, &c. 

This substance is a nitrogenous manure, 100 lbs. yielding 
about 13 Ibs. of ammonia. The presence of phosphorus, sul- 
phur, as well as of bone earth, renders it applicable to all staple 
crops, as wheat, tobacco, Indian corn, &c.; but the only draw- 
back in the economy of using it, as a mannre, is the high price 
it is held for feeding animals, or for the manufacture of soap. 


HAIR—WOOL—WOOLLEN WASTE—BRISTLES—HORNS— 
AND HOOFS. 


In chemical composition, all of these substances are nearly 
identical, and resemble that of muscular fibre, (lean meat,) or 
of dried blood. Therefore, they may be treated under the same 
head. When burned, they leave but a small proportion of ashs 
that of wool being only 2 per cent.; that of hair, 7{4ths of 1 
per cent.; and that of horns, {ths of 1 per cent. The organic 
part, or that which burns away, according to Professor John- 
ston, is indicated in the following table :— 


Composition. Hain. ; Wool.| Horn. 

Carbo heee tart ees eints oes 51.53) 50.65| 51.99 

| PUY GYORECM hia. pais icv ctoeacterete sists 6.69| 7.03} 6.72 
INiTrOGen; .<'coceerete see gs so La84 


Oxygen and sulphur,.. a's)| aod 


100. 00 100.00 


17.71] 17.28 
24.61) 24.01 
100. 00 


The organic part of these substances, therefore, is nearly the 
same in composition; and hence, when equally decomposed, 
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they would doubtless produce similar effects upon young crops. 
They contain a little more nitrogen than dried flesh and blood, 
and rather less than dried skin; and therefore, in so far as their 
fertilising action depends upon this element, they are consid- 
ered as occupying an intermediate place in the scale of 
“manures. : 

Hair and Bristles—The hair of horned cattle, horses, and 
swine has long been ranked amongst the best of dressings for 
fertilising the land, as it was extensively used in England as 
such, previous to the year 1742. Ellis, in his “Modern Hus- 
bandman,” states that from yearly experience it was found, that 
“cows’ hair and and hogs’ bristles are as fertile manures as 
any other sort whatsoever; for the time they last by their 
yielding a quick, warm, and moist nourishment to the land they 
are sown on, so that, if they are righly sown and mixed with 
the earth, the roots of vegetables presently meet their assist- 
ance, and then they bring on their luxurious growth. * * * 
By their fine, stiff, and thready parts, they are made capable 
of uniting with the earth in a little time; and more so, when 
their substance becomes rotted; for then, they easily incorpo- 
rate with the small particles of the mould, which they stick 
to, and thus last two, three, or ‘more years before the hair or 
bristles are entirely consumed.” 

Hair is composed chiefly of animal matter, a small quantity 
of white solid oil, and a somewhat larger proportion of a 
greyish-green oil. A sample of refuse horse hair, analysed by 
Professor Way, yielded of nitrogen 1133,ths per cent., with 
483 ths per cent. of ash. Hair burned to ashes by others, has 
given iron and oxide of manganese ; the phosphates of lime 
and of iron; the sulphate and carbonate of lime ; the muriate 
of soda; and a considerable portion of silica. White hair 
yields magnesia, which is wanting in other colors; and red hair 
contains iron and manganese. The animal matters are chiefly 
gelatine and albumen, and a substance resembling both. 

Hair and bristles may be obtained in considerable quantities 
from the tanneries or butcheries, and may be applied with the 
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best advantage to light gravelly soils, to be sown with turnips 
or wheat, at the rate of 20 to 30 bushels to an acre; but they 
are well adapted for fertilising most other kinds of soil, as well 
as nearly all of our cultivated crops. They may be spread 
broadcast over the surface of the ground, and lightly covered 
by plowing; or they may be composted with earth, mould, 
pulverised peat, and swamp or pond muck. 

Wool and Woollen Waste—Refuse wool, “shoddy,” (the 
sweepings of woollen manufactories,) “ premings,” and “cut- 
tings,” (the waste of the shearing machines of cloth dressers.) 
in some sections of the country, are other sources from which 
the farmer can obtain more or less means for fertilising his 
Jand. They are not so rich in nitrogen as pure wool, and the 
former often contains a large proportion of dirt or dung. In 
three samples of shoddy, analysed by Professor Way, the 
amount of nitrogen contained in one was 5,4,,ths per cent.; in 
another, 4,4,ths per cent.; and in the third, 32ths per cent. A 
sample of refuse wool, also analysed by him, evidently of a 
different origin to shoddy, and differing from it in containing 
very little oil, yielded 3} per cent. of nitrogen, and 47 per cent. 
of earthy matter, principally clay and carbonate of lime. A 
sample of premings gave 9,°2,thS"per cent. of nitrogen, and one 
of cuttings, 11,%4,ths per cent. | 

It appears, then, that it is erroneous to estimate the value of 
the different kinds of woollen refuse by the known composition 
of pure wool itself; for, to whatever cause the inferiority may 
be due, it is obvious that they do not on an average contain 
2ds as much nitrogen as found in the raw material. 

Again, it is worthy of attention that the cuttings and pre- 
mings differ also in composition only about 2 per cent. of nitro- 
gen, and therefore should bear a price accordingly. 

All of the above-named substances may be applied to the 
same kind of crops, the same class of soils, and in the same 
manner as directed for bristles and hair; but the quantity to 
be used, may vary from 40 to 100 bushels to an acre. 

The conversion of the animal matter of wool into ammonia 
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may be hastened by watering it with urine, or mixing it with 
the dung heap; but it will probably be always more advan- 
tageously applied to grain than as a substitute for manures 
which contain ready-formed ammonia. 

Horns and Horn Piths—Horn shavings, parings, and turn- 
ings, when judiciously applied, are considered as a very pow- 
erful and durable manure. They are noticed by Houghton, 
Worlige, and several other old agricultural authors, all of whom 
write in great praise of them. One says, that, “in the year 
1694, horn shavings were then sold in London for eight shil- 
lings and sixpence a quarter sack, and that five such sacks, 
strewed and scattered in furrows, before the plow, at Michael- 
mas, [September 29th,] will very much improve two acres of 
land sown with wheat seed ; but do little or no service to hot 
ground.” 

These substances, as they are purchased for manure, usually 
occur in two forms, the Jarge and the small. The latter are re- 
garded as the cheapest, weight for weight, because they go 
much further by lying closer together, and also covering more 
ground. They are generally allowed to agree best with grav- 
els and dry, sandy and stonygloams, because, as they are of a 
spongy nature and receive and retain moisture, they will so 
continue in the ground for a long time, and nourish the crops 
in the driest seasons. And besides, being of a tough nature, 
the hungry quality of sharp and stony gravels or sands cannot 
so quickly waste their substance as they do guano, stable dungs, 
and powdered manures. But let it be remembered that not so 
much is to be expected from horn shavings the first year, as 
they will yield afterwards, because they will not become much 
rotted till the second, and even the third and fourth years after, 
when they add exceedingly to the fertility of the land, with an 
increased yield of crops. 

Ilorn shavings, like hair, bristles, and wool are well adapted 
for fertilising most of our staple crops. They may be applied 
at the rate of 20 to 30 bushels to an acre, spread broadcast 
over the surface after the first plowing is completed, when they 
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may be covered with the earth with the seed, as shallow as may 
be, with a cultivator or three-share plow. 
Horn piths, in the state they are usually obtained from the 
tanneries, soap works, glue factories, &c., partake much of the 
‘nature and properties of boiled bones, and like them, may be 
ground or crushed by mills, or may be reduced to a powder 
by calcination or by steam. They are rich in phosphate of 
lime, and may be applied to the same crops, and in similar 
quantities as bone dust, described under the head of BONEs. 
Hoofs, Sheep Trotters, §-c.—The hoofs of animals are stated 
by one of the old authors above mentioned, to be “ of the na- 
ture of hair and horn for the dressing of land, if chopped to 
pieces and sowed on dry land, which makes it fruitful for three 
years, and does vast service, and so on, if repeated.” Ellis, in 
his “ Modern Husbandman,” published in 1742, says, that, ac- 
cording to the old way of management, hoofs are chopped into 
small pieces and scattered over the land at the rate of 15 bush- 
els to an acre on the last plowing but one, and then immedi-. 
ately plowed in, either with or without the seed; but, by the 
new way of managing them, as he terms it, as soon as the 
wheat is sown and harrowed or plowed in, he recommends that 
the whole hoofs be forced into the ground erect, with a stick, 
12 inches apart, so that the broad part may remain uppermost, 
just covered with earth, for the rain to fill them; and then, in 
time, they will rot and diffuse the best dressing to the land, by 
the running over of the water, which proceeds from the putre- 
faction of the hoofs, that will soak in and moisten all the roots 
of the plants. 


INSECT REMAINS. 


Insects of all kinds, known under the names of worms, snails, 
grubs, slugs, bugs, beetles; &c., &c., exist more or less abun- 
dantly in the ground, particularly where the soil is already rich, 
and tend in many instances to increase its fertility. Their food, 


most undoubtedly, must be either fresh vegetables or decaying 
13* 
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or decayed vegetable matter. In the former case, such insects 
prove extremely destructive ; whilst in the latter, they may be 
of service to the vegetable kingdom, by rendering the decayed 
or decaying vegetables, eaten by them, more soluble by the 
process of digestion. In this class, are to be included the com-* 
mon earth worms, which are only to be found in great numbers 
in ground containing a large proportion of vegetable or animal 
matters. Worms of this kind feed only on rich earths; and as 
they are never found on sterile ground, their nourishment must 
necessarily depend on the before-mentioned substances con- 
tained in the soil. 

The excrements of these worms appear on the surface in 

great abundance ; particularly in moist weather, succeeding 
a long drought; or at the season of the year when the dews 
fall heavily. On these occasions, the worms rise to the surface, 
for the purposes of engendering, supplying themselves with 
moisture, and of voiding their excrements. ‘These excrements, 
.from the astonishing numbers of worms contained in rich 
ground, cannot but promote vegetation, though a temporary 
inconvenience may sometimes be incurred, by preventing the 
cattle from freely depasturing, when the surface is too much 
covered therewith. 

All insects or worms in the ground, as well as those which 
apparently are of disservice, as those that are known to be 
noxious and destructive to the roots, stems, and leaves of veg- 
etables, may be destroyed by alkaline salts and hot lime; 
which substances have the power of dissolving the continuity 
or texture of organic bodies, and are particularly fatal to the 
soft bodies of living insects. Insects are likewise to be destroy- 
ed by neutral salts, and by saline bituminous substances. The 
bodies of these insects, when dissolved by putrefaction, become, 
like other animal matters, serviceable to vegetation. The sul- 
phuric acid will also act in destroying insects and other ani- 
smal substances, in a manner somewhat similar to alkaline salts, 
“with this difference only, that the one forms an acid, the other 

_analkaline soap. This acid, diluted with a due proportion of 
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water, and superacidulated vitriolic salts, may likewise be used 
with a double effect, in the destruction of insects, in ground 
long under cultivation, and which contains much animal and 
vegetable matter, in the state of phosphate and oxalate of lime. 
In this case, not only the insects will be killed, but the sul- 
phuric acid will, by superior affinity, combine with the calca- 
reous matter of the phosphate and oxalate of lime, whose dis- 
engaged acids will form new soluble, fertilising saline, combi- 
nations with the ammonia, or volatile alkali, and magnesia that 
may be contained in the soil. 

Sea salt is found to destroy snails, slugs, grubs, worms, &c., 
by making them void the contents of their bodies, evacuations 
too powerful for them to withstand. By these means, not only 
their bodies, but their evacuations soon become food for veg- 
etables.— Dundonald. | 


IVORY TURNINGS. 


Ivory dust, from the similarity of its composition to that of 
bones, wherever it can be economically obtained, is applicable 
io the same purposes as a manure. A sample analysed by 
Professor Norton, of Yale College, yielded, in 100 parts, the 
following ingredients :— 


Phosphate of lime,......-cccccecsecscoescccscececes 56.960 
Carbonate of Limes. 2... .cisviec eciecscicie ss oclneisie vice 3.873 
Carbonate of Magnesia,... 2... cece ssc ewe e et scetee= 1.453 
Organic matter,.......ccccecccccccscecccveccecscens 37.652 
GOSS ioinisicts nrg aa olpiatelsis Avele/0,uloreinlass (pie y nveisie\'sjole'siae's viersieiniels 0.060 

100.000 


In comparing this analysis with that of the bones of an OX, 
by Thompson, it will be seen that ivory dust contains about 
8} per cent. more of phosphate of lime, 1} per cent. more of 
magnesia, and 24 per cent. less of carbonate of lime, and 
nearly 11 per cent. less of organic matter. According to the 
analysis of M. Mérat-Guillot, pure ivory contains 24 per cent. 
of gelatine, 64 per cent. of phosphate of lime, and ,th of 1 
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per cent. of carbonate of lime. Ivory dust or turnings, there- 
fore, is more valuable as a manure than bones in any form, 
whether crude, burnt, or boiled. It may be applied, however, 
in the same manner, to the same kind of crops, and a similar 
character of soil, but in quantity, at least 10 per cent. legs, to a 
given area of land. 


LEATHER REFUSE. 


LEATHER, it is well known, consists of organised fibrous gela- 
tine, or the skins of animals, combinet with the proximate veg- 
etable principle, tannin, and probably also, some vegetable 
extractive. In whatever form it is applied, it affords a most 
excellent and durable manure, as the gelatine and coagulated 
albumen it contains, convert, by gradual decomposition in 
moist earth, its fatty matter into ammonia, which, together 
with other ingredients, proves very nutritive to plants. 

This substance occurs more or less abundantly in almost 
every section of the country, in the form of old boots and 
shoes, curriers’ and glovers’ shavings, shoemakers’, sadlers’, 
and harness makers’ parings, the waste of hatters, bookbind- 
ers, trunk makers, pocket-book makers, &c., &c.;.and where 
these are not sold for more valuable purposes to the manufac- 
turers of animal charcoal, Prussian blue, &c., they may be 
collected by the farmer, at a small expense, and applied as a 
manure. The most economical mode of using them is to chop 
them up into small pieces, and scatter them uniformly over the 
surface of the ground, at the rate of 20 to 30 bushels to an acre, 
and plow them in. If kept constantly covered with moist 
earth, they will impart their fertilising influence to most of our - 
cultivated crops for six or seven years. If desirable to expend 
their virtues at once, they may be dissolved in strong solutions 
of potash or sulphuric acid, and administered in the form of a 
liquid manure. They are applicable to nearly every variety 
of soil, but appear to be best adapted to those that are sandy, 
gravelly, or light. 


“ ANIMAL MANURES, 301 


NIGHT SOIL. 


“By the term ‘night soil,’ at London,” says Arthur Young, 
“is to be understood the collections there made of what a 


French marquis calls ‘l’espéce de fumier que la politesse em- 
péche de nommer;’ from which trait of him one would not 


have expected he should know so much of the value of it as 
he really did. An Englishman says, ’tis more decent and _bet- 
ter to let it alone; but as I conceive it perfectly decent and 
efficient, I shall consider human ordure as the very best manure 
that can be procured. But here, I shail first consider the far- 
mer’s conduct at home, where his great object is to raise as 
much manure as possible without being obliged to depend on 
purchases, which are only to be made in certain situations. If 
the farmer manages his necessary house in such a manner as to 
suffer nothing to run off from it, and frequently throws malt 
dust, saw dust, fine mould, or sand into it, he may, every year, 
munure from 1 to 2 acres of land.” 

The history of the use of this substance, as a manure, is in- 
volved in obscurity, for its very nature has predisposed every 
early experimentalist to be silent as to his knowledge of its 
powers; and, in the earliest of all authorities, the Bible, it is 
mentioned with becoming reserve. The warmth of the climate 
of the East, however, it would appear, insured a regular re- 
moval or application of excrements of every kind. Thus, 
amongst the Jews, the dung of the bullock, slain in sacrifices, 
was directed to be burned, (Exodus, xxix. 14; Leviticus, iv. 11, 
Viii. 17, xvi. 37 ; Numbers, xix. 5,) and used as fuel ; as, in periods 
of distress, even was human dung (Ezekiel, iv. 12,15). Dung- 
hills, also, were evidently formed, and carried away to be 
spread on the surface of the earth; and straw was spread to 
increase its quantity (Daniel, il. 5, iii. 29; Luke, xiv. 35; 1 Kings, 
i. 10 ; Psalms, ]xxxiii. 10; Jeremiah, viii. 2, xvi. 14, xxv. 33; 
Zephaniah, i. 17; Isaiah, xxv. 10). And even the holy city of 
Jerusalem had a gate called the “ Dung Port” (Nehemiah, ii. 13, 
iii, 13, 14, xii. 31.) Similar customs of the Eastern nations in 
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latter times are described by modern travellers, confirming in a 
remarkable degree these notices recorded in Holy Writ. 

At the present day, night soil is husbanded in almost every 
part of Europe, particularly on the continent, with a jealousy 
and care which proves how valuable it is considered by those 
who use it. In most of the cities of a second order, and the 
minor capitals, it is a source of profit, first, to the householder, 
second, to the nightman, who carts it away, and thirdly, to the 
farmer, who is the last purchaser, and who applies it to his 
land. In some parts, Flanders in particular, instead of using it in 
a dry or powdered state, they prefer to mix it with water, after 
the manner of the Chinese, and thus form a rich liquid manure. 
But, like the French ofthe present day, for the sake of easy 
and convenient transport, the Dutch have dried fecal substan- 
ces to powder, from time immemorial, now known under the 
name of “ poudrette,” which has been purchased at high prices, 
and employed by the farmers to apply to their crops. 

For a further account of the nature, preparation, and applica- 
tion of night soil, the reader is referred to the EXCREMENT OF MAN, 
POUDRETTE, and LIQUID MANURES, under their respective heads ' 


OFFAL AND REFUSE OF SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


Att the internal parts of animals, which may be obtained 
from the butcheries or slaughterhouses near all cities and the 
larger class of towns, such as the liver, lungs, brain, and heart, 
that are mixed more or less with blood, and the offal of the en- 
trails, with the emptyings of intestines, afford another valuable 
source from which the farmer can often very profitably enrich 
his fields. 

These substances may be cut or hashed up as fine as possi- 
ble, and then mixed with earth, mould, pulverised peat, or 
swamp or pond muck, thoroughly dried, in the proportion of 6 
times the bulk of the animal matter, well worked over with a 
shovel or hoe, and applied broadcast, at the rate of 5 tons to 
an acre, and plowed under in a similar manner as guano or 
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farmyard manure. Thus prepared, it is adapted to all kind of 
crops, and to nearly every description of soil, and gives excel- 
lent results, particularly to wheat. If it cannot be applied im- 
mediately after the preparation, it should be preserved in 
trenches or pits ; or at any rate, piled up in heaps in the shade, 
and covered with earth or loam, to prevent waste from evapo- 
ration or rains. 

The blood of slaughterhouses, which is more or less mixed 
with fecal matter, may be employed in the following man- 
ner :—Some earth, free from clods, may be dried in an oven, 
care being taken from time to time to stir it with a shovel or 
rake. Taken hot from the oven, it may be sprinkled with the 
blood, in the proportion of 4 or 5 times the quantity in bulk of 
earth to one part of liquid blood, both incorporated together 
with a shovel or hoe. The mixture may then be baked over, 
‘and stirred with the rake till the dessication is complete, in 
which state, it may be put up in boxes or barrels, and sheltered 
from the rain, to be used when required. The earth in this 
preparation is especially useful to present the blood in a suit- 
able state of division, and to render its decomposition more 
regular and slow. It will enable the farmer, moreover, to 
know what extent of surface this mixture will cover as a ma- 
nure, by recollecting that about 3,000 lbs. of liquid blood will 
give nearly 750 lbs. of that which is coagulated and dried, a 
sufficient quantity to fertilise an acre of wheat. In this state, 
100 lbs. of blood are nearly equal in effects to 300 lbs. of 
crushed bones, or three loads of good horse dung, weighing 
7,200 Ibs. It is a manure considered. as far superior to those 
known and designated by the names of “ oil cake,” “ poudrette,” 
&c. It is inferior only to the dried and powdered flesh, des- 
cribed under the head of FLESH, MUSCLES, ETC., OF DEAD ANIMALS. 


PHOSPHORIC ACID. 


Tur white fumes given off by phosphorus, or rather into 
which it is changed, when burned in the air or in oxygen gas, 
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consist of phosphoric acid. This compound is solid and color- 
less, attracts moisture from the air with great rapidity, is ex- 
ceedingly soluble in water, has an intensely sour taste, and 
like sulphuric acid, is capable of corroding and destroying 
animal and vegetable substances. According to Berzelius, 
when pure, it consists of 


OR VEO at aseies siniote deg salaleiais cistecin koe eaicin sia aeittelaioiel vee OU 
PHOSMHOLUS,. cee. ale soa cou cielasiniacles seiwes + clelsia'e eciaicre ariete 44 
100 


Tt does not exist in nature in a free state, and, therefore, is 
not directly influential upon vegetation. It unites, however, 
with potash, soda, lime, &c., to form compounds known by the 
names of phosphates. In these states of combination, it is al- 
most universally diffused throughout nature, and appears to be 
essentially necessary to the healthy growth of all living, cer-~ 
tainly of all cultivated vegetables. 

Phosphoric acid, although forming one of the constituents of 
many minerals, abounds in the animal system, being combined 
With*lime to form the bones and teeth, as well as existing in the 
urine and other fluids and solids, in union with the above- 
named alkaline bases, forming phosphates of soda, potash, lime, 
and of magnesia. 

This acid, also, has been found in all plants, the ashes of 
which have been examined by chemists, always, however, in 
combination with potash, soda, magnesia, or lime. Most seeds 
contain certain quantities of the phosphates formed by the 
union of phosphoric acid with some one or more of the alkalies 
just named. In the seeds of different kinds of grain, there is 
abundance of phosphate of magnesia. 

Phosphoric acid, in one or other of its combinations, plays 
indeed an important part in agriculture, and is an indispensa- 
ble constituent of all good land. The soil in which plants 
grow furnishes them with phosphoric acid, and they in turn 
yield it to animals, to be used in the formation of their benes, 
and of those constituents of the brain which contain phosphorus. 
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Much more phosphorus is thus afforded to the body than it re- 
quires, when flesh, bread, fruit, and husks of grain are used for 
food, and this excess in them is eliminated in the urine and the 
solid excrements. We may form an idea of the quantity of 
phosphate of magnesia contained in grain, when we consider 
that the concretions in the ccecum of horses consist of phos- 
phate of magnesia and ammonia, which must have been ob- 
tained from the hay and oats consumed as food. Twenty-nine 
of these stones were taken after death from the rectum of a 
horse belonging to a miller in Eberstadt, Germany, the total 
weight of which amounted to 3 lbs.; and Dr. Simon describes 
a similar concretion found in the horse of a carrier, which 
weighed 14 lbs. 

It is evident, therefore, that the seeds of all the cereal grains 
could not be formed without the phosphates of lime and mag- 
nesia, which is one of their invariable constituents ; the plants 
could not under such circumstances reach maturity. 


POUDRETTE AND DEODORISED MANURES. 


Nieut soil, when dried and mixed with powdered charcoal, 
with gypsum, with lime, with pulverised peat, or vegetable 
mould, or simply evaporated to dryness in the air, is Known un- 
der the general name of “ poudrette.” As the mode or process 
by which it is made is usually reserved by the patentee or 
manufacturer, with the view of preventing the farmer and 
others from preparing it for their own use, it has been thought 
advisable to detail the following methods of manufacturing this 
fertiliser, which have been derived from authentic and reliable 
cources :— 

Flemish Method of Manufacture—The simple method of aS 
ing night soil, or fecal matter, has long been carried on in 
Flanders, near the cities and Jarger class of towns, time out of 
mind. At a sufficient distance from town, to avoid sending too 
strong an odor into the dwellings, a series of basins are con- 
structed, either in masonry or potter’s clay, of considerable 
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breadth, with but little depth. Their total capacity is sufficient 
to contain the emptyings of six months, at least. They consist 
in number of four, five, or more, and are so arranged, one 
above the other, as to be emptied one into another with the least 
possible manual labor. ‘The highest basin of the series receives 
all the emptyings each night, and when it is filled nearly to 
the brim, a gate is opened, which permits the liquid floating at 
the surface to flow into the second basin. Several decantations 
take place successively, in the same manner, and the liquid 
drawn off deposits in the second basin the very fine solid mat- 
ter which it held in suspension. When this basin is filled, the 
supernatant fluid is decanted in the same manner as above, by — 
means of a gate into the third basin, where a new deposit takes 
place, and another decantation is effected in the same manner. 
Finally, at the issue of the fourth, fifth, or sixth basin, the su- 
pernatant fluid flows off, as the new matter arrives, and loses 
itself either in a current of water, in a cistern, or, as is more 
recently practised, in Artesian wells. 

As soon as the deposit is sufficiently abundant in the upper 
basin, it is left to drain as much as possible by opening the 
gate; and during this time, the nightly emptyings are poured 
into another series of basins, arranged by the side of those just 
described, The drained matter, for a long time, maintains a 
pasty consistence, in which state, it is drawn out by means of 
drays, scoops, and iron ladles. It is then spread upon a hard- 
beaten surface of ground, formed like a convex causeway or 
turnpike road, so that the rains cannot accumulate among it, 
but speedily run off. From time to time, this matter is turned 
over by means of shovels, in order to change the surface, and 
bring the lowermost portions in contact with the air, and there- 
by hasten the process of drying. This operation is continued 
in each of the basins till all the fecal matter has lost sufficient 
water by spontaneous evaporation to be easily reduced to 
poudrette (a powder). In this state, it is preserved as much as 
possible under sheds, to protect it from the rains; or at least, 
it is raised into heaps of a pyramidal form, well beaten, so that 
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the water or moisture of the atmosphere can penetrate but a 
little way, but rapidly run off. 

The operation above described is very simple, but is attended 
with serious inconveniences and a considerable loss. The des- 
sication, although irregularly effected, usually lasts from four 
to. six years, according as the atmospheric circumstances are 
more or less favorable. During the same length of time, also, 
the contact of the air and moisture keep up a constant fermen- 
tation, which generate the most foul emanations through a dis- 
tance of one or two miles. Besides this disgusting stench, 
which fills the neighborhood, there is the disadvantage of a 
total loss to agriculture of a large share of the ammonia and 
other gases that should concur in the nutrition of plants. 

Method of Madame Vivert Duboul.—Under the name of “alka- 
lino-vegitative powder,” another preparation of night soil was 
ushered into notice in France, and generally adopted, under the 
auspices of an agricultural lady, Madame Vivert Duboul, to 
whom, in consequence, the Royal Society of Agriculture, in 
1814, awarded their gold medal. This lady obtained a patent 
of 15 years for her process, which consisted in promoting fer- 
mentation in the most liquid portion of the excrementitious 
substances, and treating them with slaked lime afterwards, so 
as to form a powder, which has been found to be very superior 
to poudrette upon cold, light, or moist soils. Its action is very 
powerful, and it extends its influence over the soil for several 
years without requiring, during that period, a repetition of the 
manuring process. 

Judging from the effect which lime has, when mixed with all 
ammoniacal manures, there is much reason to believe that the 
last-named process is not the most economical mode of using 
night soil. The lime certainly dissolves, and partially decom- 
poses it; but the fertilising effect of a given weight of this 
substance, mixed with lime is clearly not so great as when a 
similar quantity is used either by itself, or mixed with some 
absorbing or deodorising matter, as gypsum, charcoal dust, or 
_ pulverised peat. 
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A correspondent, however, in the London Agricultural Ga- 
zette of May 17th, 1851, states that, ‘‘In a field of our own, con- 
taining a good deal of iron and clay, my father sowed Swedish. 
turnips, after manuring with night soil and lime, both put on in 
the same day; it was one of the best crops we ever grew, and 
though very large, they were all planted for seed, and to prove 
that the plan had not exhausted the manure, the crop of seed 
was the heaviest I ever remember to have seen. Not to men- 
tion other instances, the only good crop in our neighborhood, 
last year, was on strong land, managed on the same plan. Now, 
every one knows that to mix fresh lime in a manure: heap, or 
with a heap of guano, would be to injure it; but if, as Professor 
Way. has proved, clay and iron have such an affinity for am- 
monia, where is the danger of placing fresh lime and manure 
in contact with them, as they would be in strong soils; may it 
not bea good plan to render manure more immediately avail- 
able for the crops? Does not strong land require the manure 
to be so prepared, and is this not the reason? We have found 
bone earth of little or no use here, and yet dissolved bones have 
had the best effect on the same land. I think I have seen some- 
where stated, that a farmer found bones, dissolved in acid, of 
little use, unless the land had been previously limed. I believe 
the kind of land was not stated; if strong, was it not from the 
raw, unprepared state of the manure, and was not lime requir- 
ed to convey away the acid, and leave the phosphate in a state 
proper for the crop?” 

Manufacture of Urate—In 1818, a company was formed near 
Paris, (Messrs. Donat & Co.,) for the manufacture of another 
kind of manure from night soil, called “ urate,” from the prin- 
cipal ingredient of which it was composed—urine, mixed with 
powdered gypsum, and sometimes chalk or dry marl. This 
mixture is reported by a joint committee, including Vauquelin, 
Dubois, and others, appointed to investigate it by the Royal 
Agricultural Society of France, as being so powerful in its ef- 
fects upon the dullest soil, that they recommended it only to be 
employed by skilful and discriminating hands. 
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The method that has usually been adopted in manufacturing 
urate, is, to collect the urine in cities and the larger class of 
towns, and adding to it 4th of its weight of powdered gypsum, 
allowing the whole to stand for some days, pouring off the 
liquid, and drying the powder. Notwithstanding this manure 
has been highly. extolled, it can contain only a small portion of 
what is really valuable in urine, say not more than 3 or 4 per 
cent. of dry fertilising matter, the remaining 96 or 97 per cent. 
being only water. Again, the liquid portion poured off must 
contain most of the soluble ammoniacal and other salts, and 
even where the whole is evaporated to dryness, the gypsum 

does not act so rapidly in fixing the ammonia as to prevent a 
considerable escape of this compound as the fermentation of 
the urine proceeds. 

Method of Payen.—Messrs. Payen and his associates, of Paris, 
are the patentees of a method of manufacturing a manure 
called “ engrais animalize,” or deodorised night soil, which 
combines, and successfully too, the great object of driving off 
the water of urine and the fecal matter by a gentle heat after 
all their gaseous portions have been absorbed, by mixing with 
a considerable quantity of recently-prepared charcoal, reduced 
to the finest possible powder, than which, no known substance 
has so great powers of absorption of all gaseous matters, like 
those that abound in night soil, and impart such disagreeable 
odors to the air wherever exposed. 

The presence of the carbon in the manure thus prepared, is 
valuable in two ways—gradually it combines with the oxygen 
of the atmosphere, forming in the state of carbonic-acid gas 
the food of plants—and, at the same time, all the gaseous mat- 
ters of putrefaction with which it is saturated, are thus pre- 
served, stored up, as it were, for the future nourishment of the 
crops. Nothing is lost, the emission of the gases from the 
slow-decomposing charcoal being so gradual as to be almost, 
if not entirely, imperceptible to the senses. 

This manure, in appearance, somewhat resembles that of the 
friable, rich, vegetable mould of an old hot bed, having a very 
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dark color, and is totally devoid of smell. It was somewhat 
extensively introduced into England, a few years since, and 
from some comparative experiments with bones, turf ashes, and 
ordinary stable manure, made on a crop of turnips by Mr. 
Beach, of Oakley Hall, near Basingstoke, satisfactory results 
were obtained. 

American Poudrette-—The largest establishment for the man- 
ufacture of poudrette in the United States, is situated on the 
banks of the Hackensack River, near the New-Jersey Railroad, 
about 3 miles from the city of New York. It is denominated 
“The Lodi Manufacturing Company,” which was incorporated 
in 1840 by the legistature of New Jersey, for 30 years, with a 
capital of $75,000, with the privilege of increasing the same to 
$200,000. It has been in active operation, at the proper seasons 
of the year ever since. Its chief object is to remove into boats, 
from the city of New York, the contents of sinks and privies, 
dead animals, and other offensive matters, collected by the 
scavengers, from which, by a chemical process, they remove 
all the disagreeable smell emanating from them, and convert- 
ing them into a light, dry, inodorous poudrette. 

The establishment embraces 20 acres of land, with a wharf, 
containing a drying house, in which is a vat 168 feet long, and 
21 feet wide, with two large wings. There are also 14 drying 
floors, with moveable roofs, about 100 feet long, and 12 feet 
wide. It also has a machine house, with horse power, an of- 
fice, five dwelling houses for the workmen, and tools, tubs, and 
everything requisite to carry on an extensive manufacture in 
this line of business. 

The method by which this company manufacture their pou- 
drette is stated to differ very essentially from the old Chinese 
and European plan of destroying the offensive smell of the 
night soil by means of ashes or caustic lime, which deteriorate 
its strength. They profess to make use of vegetable substan- 
ces and chemical compounds, (manures in themselves,) which, 
instead of expelling, retain, or “ fix,” the ammonia, or fertilising 
principle, of the night soil, while, at the same time, they de- 
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compose or neutralise the effluvia, and present a dry powder, 
perfectly free from smell of any kind. 

The quantity of this manure requisite to fertilise an acre of 
each of our common grain crops on land of medium quality, 
is as follows, to be scattered broadcast, and harrowed in with 
the seed :— 


SUE HAW TEAS cisteinie ists e:cjeieisrsie ales ore a) ertbiercre o/sinietale: e's 16 bushels 
GBB aia '< a = wiera'tio cars s bis claislerarerolevete Sievelareieqeiate ofelatel sh Xe Ze =e 
RUV ER inte cisvere clatatere autos’ teeta euats o10 salons loleymtatety clweta eta" hs 225 ae 
PSELOV 5 scratsis alais ormusrsleweinte a iam tare le whale oaiurak ovate fale Ja) Ge 
Wyedia cates ceisler atetsicinania womtetine idols acianls sc 40. & 


For Indian corh, on good sward land, or that in a fair con- 
dition, 8 bushels are sufficient to manure an acre in the hill. 
A handful may be sprinkled in the place where the seed has 
been, or is about to be dropped, and then covered with the 
hoe. On a very poor soil, however, if one application is not 
enough to carry the corn through its growth, a second handful 
may be spread around the plants at the last dressing, and cov- 
ered with a hoe. 

For potatoes, two handfuls to a hill j is the quantity requisite, 
unless the land has been previously manured, when only one 
handful will cause the haulms, or vines, to grow vigorously, 
and produce large tubers. 

For cabbages, one handful to each plant is regarded as suf. 
ficient, which, it is stated, will produce a better head than any 
other manure. 

For turnips, if the lané be poor, the poudrette must be used 
liberally to secure success in producing a large bulb; other- 
wise, the leaf will be large, and the bottom small. If used in 
small quantities, it is best to apply it with the seed in drills. 

For melons, cucumbers, pumpkins, squashes, beans, &c., 
hills may be made the usual way, and then mix the proudrette 
freely and thoroughly with the earth in the bottom of the hills 
before planting. 

For peas, beets, carrots, onions, and other garden vegetables 
cultivated in drills, the poudrette may be sown with the seed. 
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For grape vines, fruit trees, and flowering shrubs, of medium 
size, half a peck of poudrette has been employed with suc- 
cess in scattering it around each tree or vine, and. well incor- 
porating it with the soil about the roots, by means of a spade 
or fork. 

The use of poudrette in agriculture, in general, does not pre- 
sent, in other respects, any difficulty. It powerfully stimulates 
the early progress of vegetation, and greatly develops the green 
parts ; but like all very active manures, it becomes too speedily 
exhausted, and has often been accused of failing at the moment 
of the flowering and filling out of the seed of most of our 
grains. Therefore, it would be advisable for the prudent far- 
mer not to rely wholly upon its virtues for fertilising his 
crops, but use it in connection with guano, bone dust, or farm- 
yard dung. 


RESIDUUM OF PRUSSIAN BLUE. 


Tuts substance, which consists of the exhausted, greyish 
powder, left in the crucibles in the manufacture of Prussian 
blue, contains not a trace of organic matter, and cannot, there- 
fore be usefully employed as a manure, otherwise than as an 
amendment cabable of lightening the soil, and stimulating the 
vegetative forces by means of the small proportion of carbon 
and the salts of lime or potash it may retain. In this respect, 
the use of this residuum may be usefully employed as a fer- 
tiliser as well as an amendment of soils that are heavy and 
stiff, provided the transportation is not expensive, and the 
price merely nominal. 


SHELLS OF OYSTERS AND CLAMS—SHELL SAND. 


In many parts of the Atlantic States, particularly in the vie 
cinity of the maritime cities and larger class of towns, or those 
situated near the banks of rivers, or on canals and railroads, 
leading inland from the coast, wherever they can be obtained 
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without much cost, the farmer will find a valuable manure in 
procuring the sheils of oysters, clams, and other shell fish, and 
reducing them to a powder by burning them in kilns, or grind- 
ing them in mills. 

In regard to their chemical cube cat shells differ from 
bones in the predominance of carbonate of lime over the or- 
ganised matter, which scacely amounts to 4 of 1 per cent., and 
the phosphate of lime, which does not exceed 2 per cent. Ac- 
cording to Brand, oyster shells consist of 


Per cent. 
Organic matter resembling glue,..............cecce cece 0.5 
Carbonate of lime, (chalk,)\..s5 8.0006 foweds loco less 98.3 
Phosphate and sulphate of lime,...............000000% 1.2 
100.0 


When ground to a powder, therefore, they form a manure re- 
sembling chalk, and have been used with good effects on 
wheat, clover, turnips, and leguminous crops. When used in 
a powdered state, without having been burned, if possible, they 
should always be harrowed or drilled in with the seed; for, by 
thus coming into close contact with the roots of the plants, all 
the volatile and earthy constituents of the decomposing shell are 
absorbed more readily by the rootlets and leaves. In this way, 
they have been found to answer an excellent purpose on light 
sandy soils. They can be crushed with the common bark mill, 
or they may be ground in the same mill employed for grind- 

ing bones. 
But the most usual mode of preparing oyster shells for ma- 
- nure, is, to burn them in open kilns, similar to those employed 
in making common lime. By this means, all the animal and 
volatile matters are driven off, and the best description of agri- 
cultural lime is formed.” When thus burned, it is much milder 
than stone lime, even in its caustic state; but, on exposure to 
the air, it slacks in 1Qor 15 days, and may then be used to a lim- 
ited extent in composts containing night soil, animal matter, or 
farmyard dung. It is beneficial to all kinds of soils deficient 
14 
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in lime, and is applicable to most of our cultivated crops. As 
it does not deprive land so rapidly of its humus as stone lime, 
it may be applied to soils exhausted by them ; or it may be re- 
peated. It effects, however, are not so quick, but more lasting. 

Lands which are wet stiff and deficient in calcareous mat- 
ter may receive from 100 to 600 bushels of oyster-shell lime to 
an acre; but light, sandy or gravelly soils should receive much 
less. For hoed crops or grain, it should be incorporated with 
the soil near the surface by harrowing or otherwise ; but for 
grass lands or meadows, it may be sown broadcast as a top- 
dressing. It is of great service to fruit trees, particularly to 
grape vines, or the apple and pear, and may be added in doses 
of 4 to 8 quarts to the roots of each tree, either in connection 
with or without charcoal dust, wood ashes, swamp or pond 
_muck, bone dust, urine, or soap suds. 

In numerous localities in the United States, beds or banks of 
marine shells occur in great abundance in a recent, as well as 
in a fossil state, which may be collected, reduced to a powder, 
and applied to the land at the rate of 100 to 120 bushels to an 
acre, with excellent results. Along the seaboard, where the 
Indians annually held their clam and oyster feasts from time 
immemorial, there still remain immense accumulations of shells, 
either entire, or in a partially-decomposed state, which would 
richly repay the farmers in their vicinity for collecting and 
applying to their crops as a manure. 

The drift, also, which lines the shores of many parts of our 
coast, is found in many instances to be composed entirely, or 
in large proportion, of the fragments of broken comminuted 
coral and shells. These form a caleareous sand, mixed occa- 
sionally with portions of animal matter, and, when freshly 
gathered, with more or less alkaline salts derived from the sea. 

On the coast of France, and especially in Brittany, shell sand 
is obtained in large quantity, and is in greatdemand. It is ap- 
plied to the clayey soils and marshy grassgands with much ad- 
vantage, and is carried far inland for this purpose. It is there 
called trez, and is laid on the fields at the rate of 10 to 15 tons 
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to an acre. On the southern coast of France, where shell sand 
is met with, it is known by the name of tangue. The shell sand 
of Cornwall, on the coast of England, contains from 40 to 70 
per cent, of carbonate of lime, with an equally variable mix- 
ture of small quantities of animal matter and sea salt. The re- 
maining portion is chiefly silicious sand. A specimen of tangue 
from the south of France, analysed by Vitalis, and one of shell 
sand from Isla, on the coast of England, analysed by Profes- 
sor Johnston, were composed of the following ingredients :— 


Tangue. Shell sand. 
Sand, chiefly silicious,................ 7 Adib Baca 
Alumina and oxide of ea NeSar dnane HUT So Rolngaone 65.7 
Carbonate. of Lime, sii. as vs cow sews es HOM setae ale cis ots cis 34.0 
Phosphate Of, HmMes oils <i < alcteicie'ss a0 0 2\ci Pe Siatatehtate sieves a 0.3 
Water and) Loss). 2.) Sis e's oc s'siovae cleleuinaes OD es eieaie cures. —_ 
100.0 100.0 


The chief value of these sands consists of the carbonate of 
lime they contain. They act with more energy, when applied 
as a manure, when mixed with night soil or farmyard dung. 


SKINS OF ANIMALS, SCUTCH; OR GLUEMAKER’S REFUSE. 


In the yards of the gluemaker and fellmonger, a substance 
accumulates to which is given the name of “scutch.” It con- 
sists of a general mixture of hair, small fragments of hides, 
and other animal matters, with lime, occurring chiefly as car- 
bonate, but partly in a caustic state. It has a smell, which is 
more or less offensive, according to the time it has lain decom- 
posing, and bears a price in proportion to its age. It is com- 
monly used as a manure in the state of a compost with peaty 
or earthy substances ; but sometimes it is employed to increase 
the powers of stable or farmyard dung. When plowed in with 
seed wheat, it has been found highly serviceable to deep loamy 
land, and to strong soils which are not too wet. From 30 to 40 
bushels are sufficient to manure an acre of wheat on land of a 
medium quality. 


316 ANIMAL MANURES, 


In two samples of scutch analysed by Mr. Ogston, as pub- 
lished in the Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society of Eng- 
land, the ingredients were as follows :— 


No.1 No. 2 

Watery ie esis once dese pesca ee ees DEMS. chives Soares 24.30 
Animal matter and salts of ammonia, 12.42............ 32.42 
Sand, MoCs 2 eos seis Seas awe elernela tie ae DSO ea cies. otra 6.10 
Carbonate of lime,...... .....e..5e. SOMO A atoje Kale aieerie 29.98 
SUlphaie ol HME. cc lenic = cietalcie incase sine Ubddetcen sce etscs 3.79 
Phosphate of lime,.............---- OSU oct ale ve cis' ese 1.84 
Ma SHeSIRS. . oinicinainieteaisis ona cine bisa TAGE al ccsinvante oc 0.56 
Per-oxide of iron and aluminum,.... 1.87............ 0.77 

Ay 6 | 99.76 


When examined for nitrogen, No. 1 gave,3,ths of 1 per cent., 
equivalent to 1,7,ths of ammonia, and No. 2 gave 1,5,,ths per 
cent. of nitrogen, equal to 1,;4ths of ammonia. It will be seen 
that the only ingredients in this case, to which any monied 
value can fairly be attached, are the ammonia and the phos- 
phate of lime. Estimating No. 2 after the mode of determining 
the value of guano, we find the following to be the result :— 


1.9 per cent. of ammonia is equal to 38 Ibs. in a ton of $4.75 
2000 Tbs5 BE 122 Cents,.../.\.\.. secs c cae cclnsense z 


1.84 per cent. of phosphate of lime is equal to 36.8 lbs. t 0.55 
DEY ALON S Ab Le COMI. «| s\vis fal ale'b’s)slelamaieie eiein eee Miciviea- : 


IV RING (Bie) LOMIOL, BOMEGCHS oc oar cls cisiviciciadsieiecs <oia)sl> le'elele's $5.30 


The skins of nearly all animals find their way ultimately into 
the soil as manure, in a more or less changed state. The re- 
fuse parings from the tan yards, and from the curriers’ shops, 
though usually employed for the manufacture of glue, are 
sometimes used as a manure, and with great advantage. They 
may either be plowed in sufficiently deep to prevent the escape 
of volatile matter when they begin to decay, or they may be 
made into a compost, by which their entire virtues wiil be more 
effectually retained. 

Skin differs considerably in its constitution from flesh and 
blood. It contains, in the recent state, about 58 per cent. of 
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water, and leaves, when burned, only 1 per cent. of ash. The 
combustible or organic part consists of 


COEDONG so: o sce 5 disiere sels sig soleivie eo eeralereeasteie eee e cates e etee 50.99 
FARELTOPPM sare) o\cya's ele as shicisl eter otiaiolatesretelels bie sielelererere ais 7.07 
EVO BONS 82 ot cars wit tintnle vie bia peels slate ie eae’ eeicete cree einete 18.72 
PRY ON G2 s/s oes oeleiere lace min ’ctarcrsccteretelntes alah Gels’ ciciovein ga aie cha 23.22 

100.00 


It contains, therefore, 34 per cent. more nitrogen than flesh 
or blood. So far as the fertilising action of these substances 
depends upon the proportion of this constituent—glue, the par- 
ings of skins, and all gelatinous substances, will consequently 
exhibit a greater efficacy than flesh or blood.—Johnston. 


URINE. 


Urine, the fluid excrement of mammalia, is produced by the 
action of the kidneys on the blood, and is a kind of caput mortu- 
um which these glands throw into the bladder. In birds and 
reptiles, it is solid, and is voided in their dung. All urine con- 
tains the essential elements of vegetables in a state of solution ; 
but the various species of urine from different animals differ 
in their constituents; and the urine of the same animal alters 
when any material change is made in its food, as well as when 
there is an increased flow of milk. For instance, a cow in milk, 
when fed on rich food, yields less urine than one which is dry ; 
and the urine varies in quantity in proportion to the amount of 
milk she gives. 

Urine contains the greater portion of the nitrogenised mat- 
ter of the excrement of animals, and is therefore the most im- 
portant part of the manure with which it is mixed. Its efficacy 
as a fertiliser depends upon the quantity of solid matter which 
it holds in solution, upon the nature of said matter, and espe- 
cially upon the rapid changes which the organic part of it is 
known to undergo. The following table exhibits the average 
proportion of water, and of the solid organic and inorganic 
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matters contained in the urine of man and some other animals, 
in their healthy state :-— 


Water, |Solid organ-; Solid inor- 
Urine of per cent. ic matter. |ganic matter. 
OW aaY, erator! siate oie ere 96.9 2.34 0.76 
Sheep). ...%....0.- 96.0 2.80 1.20 | 
I OU BGs of scevsheieferststere = 94,0 2.70 3.30 | 
Cow, (not in milk,)| 93.0 5.00 2.00 
Pig, | 92.6 5.60 | 1,80 | 


From the above table, it will be seen that the urine of the 
cow, estimated by the quantity, of solid matter it contains, is 
more valuable than that of any other of our domestic animals, 
with the exception of the pig. But the quantity voided by the 
cow must be so much greater than by the pig, that in annual 
value the urine of one cow must greatly exceed Bas of many 
pigs. 

The next step to be considered is, to examine more closely 
the composition of urine, the changes, which, by decomposition, 
it readily undergoes, and the effect of these changes upon its 
value as a manure. 

Human Urine—The exact composition of the urine of a 
healthy individual, analysed in its usual state, was found by 
Berzelius to be as follows :— 


MTOR oni ie lslaroicis ps ¥ia's afetciure’s €aaiejalele) etoiaievelaleinibjaia'aeintctaie's 3.01 
TIVLCNACUR 5c cic siete atetie,@ nie: 5 usta alate wieteio inks = ie a/Siai« dh eleven ale 0,10 
Indeterminate animal matter, lactic acid, and lactate } 1.17 
Civ ALAINONT AS oe alcre.n, Saisie = W'S oh atere ciesw's'slela/ cies Mialete 
Mucus'of thes bladdeny. o's. ccigic ose. sienrcciee brew wiejeivigisiis 0.03 
Sulphate of potashy..... 600.200. occesseseccnscieseasc’ 0.37 
Sulphate of soda,.......ccececececccescesecececcescce 0.32 
Phosphate of soda,...........eeee0% RD. Caio Cecio = 0.29 
ChlorideiGh Sodus 526s poled eee «6 sei lle aero wen 0.45 
Phosphate of ammonia,............... ruttewiinne Aver seo 9.17 
Chloro-hydrate of AMMONIA,.. 0.66. .eee eee eee eee eens 0.15 
Phosphate of lime and of magnesia,......+.++ssseeeee 0.10 
STIRS eo cle cities) cota! otace' ew abi sln dle © o ahatctaley daria rniole\ebnie eal mai aa trace. 
WALES. Nicos ote mista '6le lac diara alta asreinlnteiayee eeaMisl ciejalersnaieid sierate 93.30 * 


ANIMAL MANURES, 319 


From what has been stated in other parts of the present 
work, in regard to the action upon living plants, of the several 
phosphates, sulphates, and other saline compounds named in the 
preceding analysis, it wiil be obvious that the fertilising action 
of urine would be considerable, did it contain no other solid 
constituents. But it is to another substanca, urea, which exists 
in itin a much larger proportion than any other solid ingredient, 
that its immediate and marked action in promoting vegetation 
is chiefly to be ascribed. Urea, which is a white, salt-like sub- 
stance, consists of 


Per cent. 
CATION <hsle, siscalera ee'e ala Se baie minralaisiiethelerelaiktelclare sinters oe 20.0 
ELVA OSEMS x ileterelein’ e's/clolcts- clefsiete e's eiate dsisjsipielotsislsieieslefastelets 6.6 
ULE OREN cierohe cteinicie’sininra wigan eles a's catereiolerete de'sisis sla sivielsiese 46.7 
OXYGEN, a. ccc alvieruvledivicio.cie’ Siew is sisvaiaiounaie’e's wal scsieleararar visceress 26.7 
. —s 
100.0 


It is therefore, far richer in nitrogen than flesh, blood, or any 
of those highly fertilising substances, of which the main effi- 
cacy is believed to depend upon the large proportion of nitro- 
gen they contain. — 

But urea possesses this further remarkable property, that, 
when urine begins to ferment, as it is known to do in a few 
days after it is voided, it changes entirely into carbonate of 
ammonia. Of the ammonia thus formed, a portion soon begins 
to escape into the air, and hence the strong ammoniacal odor 
of fermenting urine. This escape of ammonia continues for a 
long period, the liquid becoming weaker and weaker, and con- 
sequently less valuable as a manure every day that passes. 
Experience has shown that recent urine exercises, in general, 
an unfavorable action upon growing plants, and that it acts 
most beneficially after fermentation has freely begun, but the 
longer time we suffer to elapse after it has reached the ripe 
state, the greater quantity of valuable manure we permit to go 
to waste. 

’ Urine of the Cow—The urine of a cow, not giving milk, has 
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been analysed by Sprengel, in several states, with the follow- 
ing results :— 


Fermented for four weeks 

. in the open air. 

Composition. Brean | oe 
voided. | No.1. No. 2. 


— —— 


WVISEOT is Bes eee ciel Gals ob ie Sele hea 92.62 | 95.44 93.48 
WIP 2 a cis cfatavstareia aia clas (ere wire 4.00 | 1,00 0.60 
Minha, OSL ren tos once ee 0.20 | 0.04 0.03 
WATOOMIC BETES. oie s.s sie ie creel 0.26 0.17 1.53 
ATMO NIA, S dele cise cinerea ctaistes ios 0.21 | 0.49 1,62 
PLAST Ine ve cee sccinerelaate | 0.66 | 0.66 0.66 


| 

Hippuric and lactic acids,....) 0.6L 0.75 0.62 
| Sade: ida donuts satesecye dues | 055 | 0.55 0.56 
| 


Sulphuric acid,...........64: 0.40 0.39 0.33 
Phosphoric acid,............. | 0.07 0.03 0.15 
cst i aeegein Sphere ee Ea | 0.06 trace. trace. 
MRS s aia sate Sie mils seeiae | 0,04 0.03 0.04 
Alumina, oxide of iron, and 2 | 

oxide of manganese, . BREN 0,01 trace. 
<n US ie es ah et Se ae | 0,04 *0.01 » 6.01 


GHIGHDE, Ji. alae wists ise stensioc cll 0.27 0.27 0.27 


. The first variety of fermented urine. No. 1, had stood four 
weeks in the open air in its natual state of dilution; and the 
second, No. 2, had been mixed while recent with an equal bulk 
of water, which is again deducted from it in the analysis, with 
the view of ascertaining how far such an admixture would tend 
to retain the volatile ammonia, produced by the natural decom- 
position of the urea. 

An inspection of the preceding analyses shows three facts of 
importance to the agriculturist: First, that the quantity of 
urea in the urine of the cow is considerably greater than in 
that of man; second, that, as the urine ferments, the quantity 
of urea diminishes, while that of ammonia increases, owing to 
a gradual decomposition of the urea, and its conversion into 
carbonate of ammonia; and thirdly, that, by dilution with on 
equal bulk of water, the loss of this carbonate of ammonia, 
which would otherwise naturally take place, is in a consider- 
able degree prevented. The quantity of ammonia retained by the 
urine, after dilution, was in the same circumstances nearly three times 
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as great as when it was allowed to ferment in the state in which it 
came from the cow. 

But even by this dilution, the whole of the ammonia is not 
saved. One hundred parts of urea form by their decomposi- 
tion 564 parts of ammonia, and as 36 parts of the urea in the 
urine No. 1, had disappeared, there ought to have been in its 
stead 19 parts of ammonia in addition to that which the urine 
contained in its recent state, or 21 parts in all; whereas, the 
table shows it to have contained only 16 parts. Even’when 
diluted with its own bulk of water, therefore, the urine had lost 
by fermentation in the open air upwards of ith of the ammonia 
produced in it during that period. This shows the necessity 
of causing liquid manures to ferment in covered cisterns, or of 
adopting some other means by which the above serious loss of 
the most valuable constituents may be prevented. For, when 
left to ferment for 5 or 6 weeks, alone, and with the addition of 
an equal bulk of water, the urine of the cow loses a consider- 
able proportion of volatile matter; and in these several states, 
will yield in a year as follows :— 


Solid matter. Yielding of ammonia. 


Recenturines. 5 ins sc nclace gous QOD IDS aiieecces cee 226 Ibs. 
Mixed with water, after 6 weeks, 850 “ ..........0% 200 * 
Unmixed, after 6 weeks,........ OD Ee Hien deterrents 30 


Those who scrupuously collect in tanks, and preserve the 
liquid manure of their stables, cow houses, and fold yards, will 
see, from the great loss which it undergoes by natural fermen- 
tation, the propriety of occasionally washing out their cow 
houses with water, and by thus diluting the liquid of their 
tanks, of preserving the immediately-operating constituents of 
their liquid manure from escaping into the air. Even when 
thus diluted, it is desirable to convey it to the land without 
much loss of time, since even in this state, there is a constant 
slow escape, by which its value is daily diminished. Gypsum, 
sulphate of iron, and sulphuric acid, are, by some, added for the 
purpose of “fixing” the ammonia, but in addition to diluting 


it, an admixture of rich vegetable soil, and especially of peat, 
14* 
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will be much more economical, and, except in so far as the 
gypsum and sulphuric acid themselves act as manures, nearly 
as effectual. 

Urine of the Horse, Sheep, and Pig.—These have not been ex- 
amined so carefully as those of man and the cow. They con- 
sist essentially of the same constituents ; and the samples which 
have been analysed were found to contain three most impor- 
tant of these in the following proportions :— 


Horse. Sheep. Pig. 

Watery .. i. oct sete DA Dire cam «eer OBOb ataaneese 92.6 
UIRCHS otis vitew hea ese pdtvistotoid reed teycts Dia ieter tates aisle = 5.6 
Saline substances,..... Dedainaisiciracinpisr= RUE ap tesiolaaie ieee 18 
100.0 100.0 100.0 


Some of the saline substances present in the urine, as above 
stated, contain nitrogen. This is especially the case in the 
urine of the horse, so that the quantity of urea above given is 
not to be considered as representing the true ammonia-produ- 
cing power of the urine of this animal. The urine of the pig, 
if the above analysis is to be relied upon as anything like an 
average result, is capable of producing more ammonia from 
the same quantity than that of any other domestic animal. 

From observations made by Boussingault, with every pre- 
caution to insure success, it appears that the average quantity 
of urine annually voided by man, the cow, and the horse, 
amounts to the following :— 


porn PRATT Te eae a ae 


Pounds Pounds of Pounds Poundg of 
of urine. 


solid matter.| of urea. ammonia. 


It may appear surprising to some that the amount of urine 
voided by a horse should not exceed that of a man, particular- 
ly, when the quantity of liquid taken into the stomach of each 
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considered, the horse often drinking 4 or 5 gallons of water in 
the 24 hours, while man seldom drinks more than 34]1bs. The 
explanation of the cause of this difference is to be sought for 
in the extent of skin and lungs in the horse, capable of giving 
off large quanties of water as insensible perspiration, while the 
same functions in man seldom amounts to jth part of the 
liquid taken. On this subject, however, observers disagree in 
opinion. 

It appears, alsa from the experiments of Boussingault, that, 
when a cow is giving milk, a less amount of urine is voided. 
He found that a horse, which drank 35 lbs. of water in 24 
hours, only gave 3 lbs. of urine; and a cow, which drank 
132 lbs. of water in the same time, gave 18 lbs. of urine and 
19 lbs. of milk. But, besides the amount of water drunk, 
many other circumstances tend to modify this amount of nitro- 
genous and saline substances, contained in the urine, such as 
the quantity and quality of the food, the temperature of the 
air, and the amount of exercise. 

The use of urine, as a fertiliser, is of great antiquity. The 
ancient writers on agriculture and rural affairs advise the fre- 
quent use of it, and direct that it should be old, or long kept. 
Thus, Columella says: “Human urine which you have let 
grow old for six months, is well fitted for the shoots of young 
trees. If you apply it to vines, or to young apple trees, there 
is nothing that contributes more to make them bear an abun- 
dance of fruit ; nor does this only produce a greater increase, 
but it also improves both the taste and the flavor of the wine, 
and of the apples;” which is confirmed by Conradus Heres- 
bachius, who says in his “ Foore Bookes of Husbandrie,” trans- 
lated by Googe, in 1578, “Man’s urine, being three moneths 
kept and poured upon the rootes of apple trees and vines, 
bringeth greate fruitfulnesse to the trees, and yeeldethe a pleas- 
ante fruite.” In Holland, urine has been employed for cen- 
turies, where they have found it to be one of the richest ma- 
nures in the world. When used, however, in its recent and 
unadulterated state, it was regarded by Jethro Tull as very 
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pernicious to seed wheat. He says: “If seed be soaked in 
urine, it will not grow; or, if only sprinkled with it, it will 
most of it die, unless planted presently.” But urine, in its natu- 
ral condition, is not so fatal to vegetation as is commonly sup- 
posed. If repeatedly thrown upon plants, doubtless it would 
kill them; but experience shows, that, after it has turned them 
yellow or brown, if no more be applied to them, they will not 
only recover, but grow much more luxuriantly than before. 
The late Arthur Young, as long since as 1787, proved the ad- 
vantages of urine when used as a top-dressing to potatoes. 
And Mr. Hannam, the same year, found that, by the use of 32 
gallons of putrid urine, mixed with about 200 lbs. of gypsum, 
and 12 bushels of bones, his turnip crop was increased more 
than 24d tons. 

In its application, urine, if not mixed with solid compost, as 
gypsum, charcoal dust, dried peat, swamp or pond muck, char- 
red tan bark, saw dust, apple pomace, flax waste, chaff, linen 
and woollen rags, soot, coal ashes, shell or coral sand, or some 
other absorbent, it should be diluted with water, and applied in 
the form of a liquid manure; for, when thus diluted, it contains 
too much animal matter to afford a proper fluid nutriment for 
absorption by the roots of plants. 


WOOLLEN RAGS. 


THE use of woollen rags, as a manure, was in vogue on the 
Chilton lands, in England, certainly as long ago as the year 
1669. For John Worlige, who was celebrated as an agricultu- 
ral author, at that time, makes mention of them in the follow- 
“ing words :—“In rags of all sorts, there is good vertue; they 
are carried far, and laid upon land, and have in them a warm- 
ing and improving temper; one good load will go as farasa 
dozen or more of cow dung.” 

William Eilis, in his “ Modern Husbandman,” published in 
1742, says: “These rags are a most excellent dressing for all 
chalks, chalky, sandy and gravelly loams, and such-like dry. 
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earths ; and the more.so, as they come from places where they 
use much oil, or grease, in the woollen business; for nothing 
gives a greater fertility to the earth than those things that 
abound with a nitrous 0 unctuous quality. For this reason, 
it is that some of the better sort of farmers, in our parts, fetch 
their woollen rags from about Newport-Pagnel, in Northamp- 
tonshire, which lies about twelve miles from their own home, 
and think it good husbandry to go so far with a waggon and 
five or six horses.” Again, he remarks, that several of the best 
husbandmen dress the dry, lean, loose and hungry soil about 
Ivinghoe Common Field, and in many other places, twice in 
the fallow season; “ once by folding over all the land, and at. 
sowing time, with rags. Others dress with the fold in the sum- 
mer, and with London soct in the spring time; but nothing 
comes up to the woollen rags in this soil; because the rag be- 
ing of a greasy, tough and spongy nature, it lodges and holds 
water a long time, keeps the roots of the corn, (wheat,) moist 
in dry land, warms them in cold weather, and causes them to 
withstand the wash of rains, that easily carry down some of the 
lighter dressings into the “hurlock,” or rag stone, to the great 
loss of much of their vertue.” “But I must further write, 
that the most general way of using woollen rags is thus: 
When your chalk, chalky loam, sandy loam, or other dry soil, 
fit for the purpose, is harrowed plain, ready for sowing and 
plowing in wheat seed, then apply eight sacks of chopped rags 
on one broad acre, each sack containing fifty-six pounds’ weight, 
and each sackful to lie in one heap, at some distance from 
another. When this is done, let a man fill a seed cot with 
them, and sow the rags broadcast with his hand over the 
ground, and so on till the surface of the acre is covered; then 
let a man directly sow his wheat seed all over the same land, 
and plow both rags and wheat seed in together. * * * Thus 
one acre of land is finished; and in so doing, you will experi- 
ence that no manure suits those soils better than woollen rags; 
for these will, in some degree, become so many watering pots 
to such dry earths in the summer time; and, in the winter, s9 
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warm the roots of the wheat, as to keep off the power of frosts 
_and chills of waters.” 

Woollen rags are also well known to the farmers of the pres- 
ent day as a powerful manure. Owing to their slow decompo- 
sition, they are not so well fitted for root culture ; turnips and 
other plants of this kind, requiring more active and readily- 
soluble manure to produce a rapid growth. In a sample of 
rags, analysed by Professor Way, taken in the ordinary condi- 
tion of dryness, consisting of the seams and other useless parts 
of old cloth garments, which, from the appearance of these 
remnants, had been cut up to be manufactured into cloth, in- 
cluding portions of the calico linings, together with the cotton 
or linen thread used in sewing them, the per-centage of nitro- 
gen amounted to 10,47,ths, which is equivalent to 127.,ths per 
cent. of ammonia. 

From recent experiments in England, woollen rags are applied 
with the best effects to wheat and hops. They are usually 
chopped up fine, and applied at the rate of half a ton to an 
acre, and are greatly improved by thoroughly saturating them 
with urine before they are used. They will last 4 or 5 years, 
and during their decay, they become converted into carbonate 
of ammonia, in the same manner as horn, hair, and wool. 


LIQUID MANURES. 


APPARATUS FOR COLLECTING AND APPLYING THE LIQUID 
MANURE OF STABLES OR BARN YARDS. 


"ASHE construction of the best and most convenient form of a 
tank, and a suitable apparatus for the collection and applica- 
tion of liquid manure, in the most cleanly and economical 
manner, is a subject of great utility, and one which has more 
or less occupied the attention of the most eminent agricultur- 
ists in various ages, and in all civilised countries of the globe. 

The chief faults in the arrangements heretofore made for 
the purpose of collecting liquid manure appear to have been 
that, the tanks, in some instances, received the urine alone, 
while the drainings of the barn yard and manure heaps were 
allowed to escape; or that they formed a receptacle for the 
rain water from the adjoining buildings, as well as the urine, 
by which the liquid manure was much diluted, and consequent- 
ly an increased expense in applying it; while, in other instan- 
ces, the compost heap was at too great a distance from the tank, 
and hence, inconvenience was experienced in impregnating the 
compost when necessary. A mode by which these disadvan- 
tages would be obviated, and what appears to be an efficient 
system of collecting the drainage from the stables, farm yard, 
manure heaps, &c., is as follows :— 

First, let a site be fixed upon for the manure tank, on the 
northerly side, if convenient, and behind the buildings of the 
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yard; the tank being made of bricks, laid in cement or hy- 
draulic mortar, and covered over, as indicated in the following 
cut. A scuttle, or “man hole,” should be constructed in the 


top, to allow a person to enter to clear out the sediment which 
is liable to collect. The size should be regulated by the stock 
usually kept in the stables or sheds. Into this tank, all the 
urine from the stables, stalls, &c., should be collected, by means 
of drains communicating with each, as well as with the barn 
yard, which should be made a little concave in its bed, so that 
no portion of ihe liquid manure may be allowed to escape. 
A channel should be made around the compost heap, which 
should be close by, so that the drainage from it may be col- 
lected in the tank. All the farm buildings should have gutters, - 
or spouts, which should be so arranged that-the water running 
from them may be conveyed away by a drain, or collected in 
cisterns for the purpose of irrigation, diluting the urine, or for 
domestic use. Lastly, iet there be a pump fixed in the tank, 
by which its contents can at any time be transferred tora 
liquid-manure cart, or discharged on the compost heap, by the 
use of a hose. ; 

By an arrangement like the foregoing, all the urine from the 
stables or stalls, and most of the wash from the dung heaps 
and the yards would be effectually collected, which might either 
be allowed to ferment spontaneously, the ammonia.generated 


LIQUID MANURES. 329 


being converted into a sulphate, from time to time, by the ad- 
dition of sulphuric acid, gypsum, or copperas, (sulphate of 

_ iron,) or it may be diluted with water, by which means, much 
of the ammonia would be retained in solution as a carbonate— 
the former being the most effectual mode of securing the am- 
monia in the liquid. If nothing is used to fix the ammonia, it 
would be advisable to have the tank divided in the middle, al- 
lowing the urine or drainings to accumulate, diluted with 3 
times its bulk of water, until one division is full; this should 
be allowed to ferment for 6 weeks, when it will be fit to apply 
to the land as a top-dressing ; the water used to dilute it re- 

“taining in solution most of the ammonia generated by the de- 
composition of the urea. If this arrangement be adopted, it 
will be necessary that the drains should be made to commu- 
nicate with either division of the tank at pleasure; this may 
be effected by making the main drain divide into two branches 
near the partition in the tank, with a sluce placed in each 
branch of the drain leading to the separate divisions, so that 
the liquid may be discharged into either division; the pump, 
also, should have a moveable pipe, or should be moveable it- 
self, so that either division of the tank may be pumped out at 
will. 

In applying this manure, where the soil is light and not de- 
ficient in organic matter, loam, or mould, it would be advisable 
to administer it in a liquid form; but where the land is stiff 
and clayey, its application in the form of a compost will be 
found most serviceable, as it then renders the soil lighter, more 
porous, and of easy cultivation. T'o the farmer possessing light 
soils, liquid manure from the tank, with the ammonia properly 
converted into a sulphate by the use of gypsum or sulphuric 
acid, will be found of great value. It may be applied to the 
land with a liquid-manure cart or a hand tub, denoted by the 
succeeding cuts, just before the last plowing for the seed, or as 
a top-dressing for the young crops; particularly, when they are 
looking yellow and sickly; but let this important fact in re- 
gard to the application of liquid manures always be borne in 
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mind: That it is a waste to give it to plants before the formation 
of their secondary leaves, which is true in all cases. If applied 
at other periods, it will have some effect, but not so much. 
When applied directly to the plants, it is preferable to use it 
in showery weather; for let it always be remembered, that, 
during warm and dry weather, plants absorb fluids faster than 


| Fic. 7. 


when it is cool and dull, and that they perspire most in a dry, 
warm atmosphere. If the supply at the roots, therefore, is not 
kept up, then they become deteriorated in quality, and the pro- 
duce is considerably lessened. The practice of pouring ma- 
nure water immediately around the stem of a plant should be 


~ 


> OK, 
eee 
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avoided, for two reasons; first, the roots, which absorb most, 
are in or approaching the centres of the spaces between the 
drills or rows; therefore, to be benefitted by it, the liquid should 
be distributed there. Another very important matter, common 


¥ 
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in vegetable culture, should not be lost sight of; that is, by ap- 
plying the liquid in a limited circle around the plants, individ- 
ually; as the roots have less inducement to travel in search of 
food ; hence, they will be fewer in number. But if their food be 


placed at a greater, yet a reasonable distance from them, they 
will seek it out by instinct, as it were, fresh roots wili be emit- 
ted, and they will have a much larger pasture to feed in. 


When the liquid manure is to be used for watering the 
plants, a portion of it is pumped out of the tank into casks, 
fixed on watering carts, denoted by fig.'7 and fig. 8; and then 
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diluted with - or 6 times its bulk of water, and allowed to flow 
gently over surface of the land between the plants, either 
by letting it run, when clear, through a tube perforated with 
holes, or upon a plank, when thick or turbid. 


A portable liquid-manure cart has lately been constructed in 
England, denoted by fig..9. It is made of iron plates, securely 
cemented and bolted together, and contains 200 gallons. It is 
mounted on wheels, 4 feet 10 inches high, with a new pattern 
half-round tire, 44 inches wide. The tank body is fitted with 
a brass outlet valve. acted upon with an iron-lever rod, with 
which the driver opens and closes the valve whilst walking by 
the side of the horse. The pendulum-spreading apparatus, 
with regulating slide front, is adapted to water uneven land 6 
feet broadcast. A partition, running lengthwise the inside of 
the tank, prevents the surge and overflow of its contents when 
upon rough land or bad roads. A simple contrivance, also, 
consisting of a box trough, and four flexible India-rubber tubes, 
is made to water four rows or ridges of turnips any required 
width at a time; two lads, with a handle in each hand, guide 
the delivering tubes in applying the liquid manure, guano 
water, dissolved bones, bleacher’s ley, soap suds, diluted night 
soil, &c. : ; 

Meadows just mown, or fields sown with grain, may also be 
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thus watered, as the vegetative force, imparted ‘y this liquid 
manure, although of short duration, may have '~ great influ- 
ence ; for, once covered with green young plants, the ground is 
protected from drought; and, moreover, the plants themselves, 
by this means, rapidly acquire .ae necessary strength to resist 
various adverse influences, and to draw from the soil and at- 
mosphere their quota of nourishment. 

Another mode of spreading this manure, as has long been 
practised in Flanders, is, to take it from the tank without dilu- 
ting, convey it to the fields in casks, and pour it into a tub, fig. 11, 
from which it is made to flow over the ground; or it is distrib- 
uted directly from the tank in a hand cart, denoted by fig. 10. 

It is a question which has not been satisfactorily determined, 
whether means may not yet be devised of completely, easily, and 
cheaply separating the fertilising ingredients of urine and tank 
stuffs from the water in which they are dissolved. It is well 
known that alum, green vitrol, (sulphate of iron,) Epsom salts, 
(sulphate of magnesia,) and the sulphate of zinc, when mixed 
with fermenting urine’or tank stuff, cause a precipitate to fall 
to the bottoin, more or less dense, which will contain the phos- 
phates and a portion of the other saline, and even of the or- 
ganic constituents of the liquid. This precipitate, therefore, 
when dried to a powder, may be used as a manure, either by 
itself, or what is better, in admixture with other fermenting 
manure; but all these substances leave most of the valuable 
salts in the water behind them, and, therefore, besides their 
cost, are open to the objection that they do not perform the 
purpose for which they have been employed. 

The method which would seem to be the most rational, and 
is generally within the reach of the farmer, without much ex- 
pense in the outlay, is, to absorb the whole liquid manure by 
partially-dried peat or swamp or pond muck, and thus add to its 
bulk, the fertilising matter contained in it. A method which has 
been extensively employed both in Ireland and Scotland, is, to 
use the peat in a half-charred state, instead of using it raw. 
Tn localities where peat does not abound, charred saw dust, tan . 
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bark, apple pomace, or bagasse may be substituted with equal- 
ly good effects. The waters of barn yards, common sewers, of 
gas houses, bone boilers, glue makers, bleacheries, flannel man- 
ufactories, &c., &c., may all be applied with the forenamed ap- 
apparatus, or they may be absorbed by peat, &c., as recom- 
mended in the preceding page. 


BLEACHER’S WASTE. 


In the bleacheries of cotton, linen, and woollen goods, paper 
mills, &c., it is usually the custom to throw away the residuum 
of the stills or vats, as worthless articles; but from various 
experiments made in Great Britain and elsewhere, it has been 
found that these substances, whether used in a liquid or dried 
state, possess considerable agricultural value. A portion of 
this lime refuse taken from the large waste heap of a bleachery, 
analysed by Fromberg, after drying, consisted of 


Per cent. 
Organic matier and a little water,...........ceeseeeees 18.57 
Sulphate of soda and sulphuret of sodium,............ 14.23 
Gxideiol mon Und SIWMIWAS . oc. oie ote Sse cow ale siclejeseueele 5.07 
Carbonate OF NAICS s%is%26'. scinad s sauce ce's ls ais esas 6 et 
DIN CIOMS ALIEN, ngs s's\c «<5: ceindle wee viele secsehicwatpioee 6.60 
99.65 * 


Considering the large proportion of alkaline matter, as well 
as lime, it contained, it is evident that it might be used with ad- 
vantage in preparing land for green crops, or as a top-dressing 
for grass, and especially for clover. Mixed with a moderate 
quantity of night soil, it serves as an excellent dressing for 
turnips. 

Besides the lime refuse of bleacheries, there are considerable 
quantities of waste leys, containing alkalies, as well as chlo- 
ride and sulphate of lime, which daily run off, that would be 
valuable to the farmers in the vicinity, if collected in casks or 
manure carts,and applied to young growing oats and other 
crops as a liquid manure. 
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BRINE REFUSE. 


Otp brine, in which meat or fish has been salted, contains 
more or less salt, blood, oil, scales, &c., and when saved and 
composted with farmyard dung, pulverised peat, and dried 
swamp or pond muck, forms an admirable manure for almost 
every cultivated crop. ; 

It may be obtained in considerable quantities at a small ex- 
pense, at most of our meat markets, the packing establish- 
ments of beef, pork, and fish, and generally at retail groceries, 
in all of our cities and larger class of towns. 


CRENIC AND APO-CRENIC ACIDS. 


Crenic acid is a comparatively new substance, found in all 
soils, and in many mineral waters, and in the juices of plants. 
It was first discovered in the Porla Spring, in Germany, by Ber- 
zelius, and was named by him “crenic acid,” from the Greek 
word signifying a fountain, or spring. It abounds more in sub- 
soils than on the surface, owing to the solubility of some of its 
combinations, particularly those with lime and the alkalies. It 
possesses highly fertilising properties, when neutralised by 
bases forming soluble salts. 

Apo-crenic acid is also one of the new acids, first discovered 
in the waters of Porla Spring, by Berzelius. Its name signifies 
“from the crenic,” as it is always found with that acid. It is 
one of the constant ingredients of the organic matter, or mould, 
of soils, and is an active fertilising agent, being highly charged 
with nitrogen. It is found combined with per-oxide of iron, 
forming bog-iron ore. Its combinations with bases are called 
apo-crenaies. Some of them are highly soluble; as for instance, 
~ apo-crenates of the alkalies, potash, soda, and ammonia ; others 
are difficultly soluble; such as apo-crenates of lime, alumina, 
manganese, and per-oxide of iron. Alkalies decompose all 
the insoluble apo-crenates.and form with the acid, fertilising 
manures.—Jackson. 
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GAS-HOUSE LIQUOR—GAS TAR. 


THE ammoniacal liquor, (so called from the quantity of car- 
bonate and acetate of ammonia it contains,) being absolved by 
the water employed in purifying the gas from these salts, it is 
too powerful to be applied as a manure in the liquid form with- 
out being previously diluted with water. One hundred gallons, 
it is stated, contain in solution 25 lbs. of carbonate, muriate, 
and sulphuret of ammonia and other impurities. It may be 
applied in this form, at the rate of 4 gallons of water to 1 gal- 
lon of the gas liquor, by means of a watering cart, 250 gallons 
of the latter being sufficient for an acre of grass and other 
green crops. 

Gas liquor may also be used in saturating composts of peat, 
swamp or pond muck, saw dust, and other absorbent matter, 
by means of which, it will hasten decomposition, and will add 
greatly to the virtues of the compost, resembling very much 
in its action the liquid manure of the farm yard. 

Gas tar, or coal tar, from the amount of ammonia it contains, 
like all other matter in which ammonia is present, must be rich 
as a manure, whether diluted with water and applied in a liquid 
form, or is composted with peat or other absorbent matter. 

‘As this substance is produced in rather limited quantities, and 
employed very commonly as a paint for posts, fences, farm — 
buildings, &c., it has not been much used as a fertiliser on ac- 
count of the expense aitending its purchase; but wherever it 
can be obtained at a small cost, it is an article well worthy of 
the farmer’s notice. It is composed entirely of ingredients 
which enter into the composition of all plants, is gradually de- 
composed in the soil, and is powerful‘in its effects; hence, it 
is preferable to apply it in a compost made of pulverised peat, 
swamp or pond muck, loam, mould, or any of the absorbents 
treated of in other parts of this work. It may be applied asa 
top-dressing for most kinds of crops of grass, turnips, or grain; 
or it may be employed in the hills.or drills of most of our gar 
den vegetables, Indian corn and other hoed crops. 
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IRRIGATION, 


IRRIGATION, in a general sense, is applied to the watering of 
the earth by inundation, by sprinkling its surface, or moisten- 
ing it by infiltration, by means of rills or streams to increase 
its productiveness. The term, however, is usually confined to 
the operation of causing water to flow over lands for nourish- 
ing plants. 

The artificial watering of the earth, chiefly to produce in- 
creased crops of grass, has been in use from a very early pe- 
riod. Frequent allusion is made to it in the Old Testament, and 
on the veracity of historians, we are led to believe that it has 
been practised by the Chinese and other oriental nations, as 
well as by the Mexicans and Peruvians, from time immemorial. 
In Italy, especially on the banks of the Po, the cultivators have 
certainly employed this process for a period previous to the 
days of Virgil, and it is still carried on with a zeal and care 
worthy of the art they practise. Cato, the earliest of the Ro- 
mon writers upon agriculture, (150 years before Christ,) en- 
joined upon the ancient farmers “to make water meadows, if 
you have water, and if you have no water,;have dry meadows.” 
The directions of Columella, also, who wrote more than 1,800 
years ago, seem to have all the freshness about them of a mod- 
dern age. He was the first who noticed the inferior nutrition 
afforded by the hay from water meadows. “Land,” says he, 
“that is naturally rich, and is in good heart, does not need to 
have water let over it; and it is better hay which nature, of its 
own accord, produces in a juicy soil, than what water draws 
from.a soil that is overflowed. This, however, is a necessary 
practice when the poverty of the soil requires it; and a mead- 
ow may be formed either upon a stiff or free soil, though poor 
at the time, water may be let over it; neither a low field, with 
hollows, nor a field broken with steep rising ground is proper ; 
the former, because it retains the water collected in the hol- 
lows too long; the latter, because it makes the water run too 


quickly over it. A field, however, that has a moderate descent, 
15 
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may be made a meadow, whether it be rich, or so situated as 
to be watered; but the best situation is where the surface is 
smooth, and the descent so gentle as to preverft either showers 
or the rivers that overflow it, remaining too long; and, on the 
other hand, to allow the water that comes over it quickly to 
glide off ; therefore, if in any part of the field intended for the 
meadow, a pool of water should stand, it must be let off by 
draining ; for the loss is equal either from too much water or 
too little grass.” 

The question of extending the practice of irrigation has re- 
cently received an additional impetus, in consequence of its 
having formed a prominent subject of examination at a late 
meeting of the Royal Agricultural Society of England. Anoth- 
er matter, and possibly of greater ultimate importance, has 
also been introduced to the notice of agriculturists, within a 
short period, by Professor Way and H. 8. Thompson, Esquire, 
namely, “ the absorbent power of soil in fixing salts of ammo- 
nia, potash,” &c. The subject last mentioned appears to ac- 
count, in a great measure, for a number of circumstances hith- 
erto unexplained, and doubtful in reference to the sources from 
whence the fertilising effects of irrigation are derived. These 
experiments are interesting from their novelty, and also, in 
some degree, for subverting many previous opinions which 
have heretofore been considered as well established. The 
practical utility of their application is beyond question. 

Mr. Thompson’s experiments were made in the summer of 
1845, and were instituted in consequence of the then very gen- 
eral endeavor that was made to prevent the escape of ammonia 
from tanks, manure heaps, by means of sulphuric acid, gyp- 
sum, sulphate of iron, &c., and also in consequence of obsery- 
ing its escape in ordinary farm practice, by casting manure 
into large heaps some months before applying it to the land— 
it being desirable to ascertain whether the manure might be 
plowed into the soil any time during the winter without loss, 
and immediately on its removal from the yard. 

In the experiments made by Professor Way, it was invari- 
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ably found that the salts of ammonia became fixed in the soil 
. wherever clay was present, which gives scientific evidence of 
the correctness of the practice of placing layers of clay in 
manure heaps, and under cattle, for the purpose of absorbing 
and fixing the valuable constituents of manure. 

The whole art of irrigation may deduced from the three fol- 
lowing simple rules :-— 

1. To free the land to be irrigated thoroughly of water, by 
draining. ~ 

2. To give a sufficient supply of water during all the time 
the plants are growing. 

3. Never to allow the water to accumulate and remain suffi- 
ciently long on the land to stagnate. 

The general principles of irrigation, however, may be de- 
scribed as the supplying of every portion of the surface of the 
ground with an abundance of water, and taking it rapidly off 
again. In many localities, the great difficulty in irrigation 
arises from the want of'a supply of water; but even then, a 
partial irrigation may be effected, which, although not perfect, 
will have its advantages. A small rill, which is often quite dry 
in summer, by judicious management, may still be made to im- 
prove a considerable portion of land. Its waters may be col- 
lected and allowed to accumulate in a pond or reservoir, and 
let out occasionally, so that none be lost or run to waste. If 
there is water only at particular seasons of the year, and ata 
time when it would not be of much use to the land, it may be 
thus kept in ponds, and will lose none of its qualities by expo- 
sure to the air. If animal or vegetable matter, in a partial state 
of decomposition, be added to this water, it will much improve 
its quality, and by a proper distribution of it over the land, a 
great benefit will follow. 

The supply of water must come from natural lakes and 
streams, or from artificial wells and ponds, in which it is col- 
lected in sufficient quantity to disperse itself over a given sur- 
face. As it must flow over the land, or in channels through it, 
the supply of water must be above the level of the land to be 
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irrigated. This is one of the principal objects to be considered. 
If no water can be conducted to a reservoir above the level of 
the land, it cannot be self-irrigated; but there must also be a 
ready declivity, or descent, for the water to escape, and there- 
fore, the land must not be so low as the natural level of the 
final receptacle, whether it be a lake, river, or sea. 

Along the banks of running steams, nature points out the de- 
clivity.. A channel that receives the water at a point higher 
than that to which the stream flows, may be dug with a gentler 
declivity than that of the bed of the stream, and made to con- 
vey the water much higher along the sides of the valley, than 
the natural banks. It may thence be distributed so as to de- 
scend slowly, and water a considerable extent of ground on its 
way to rejoin the stream below the fall. This is by far the 
most common mode of irrigation, and the form, size, and direc- 
tion of the channels are regulated by the nature of the surface 
and other circumstances, which vary in almost every situation. 
Let us suppose, for instance, that a river running with a rapid 
current between two distant hills,as denoted in fig. 12. At the 
point A, of its course,a dam is constructed, and a portion of 
the water diverted into the feeders f f, dug along the hill sides, 
with a slight declivity. The water in these canals will flow 
with less rapidity than that in the stream, but will maintain 
nearly the same level as that part of the river directly above 
the dam, at A. Thus the water may be carried over lands 
which are situated considerably above the bed of the stream, 
further down, and it is obvious that all the places between these 
canals and the river, may be irrigated, if there be a sufficient 
supply of water. 

With a given quantity of water at command, it may be con- 
ducted from these canals, or feeders, to smaller channels, lower 
down the sides of the valley, so.as to irrigate the whole equal- 
ly. These lower channels, 6 c, 6 c d, should be nearly hori- 
zontal, in order that the water may overflow their sides, and be 
equally distributed over the land directly below them. Each 
channel should have a corresponding drain below it, running 
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nearly parallel, to carry off the water; otherwise it might stop 
and stagnate. When the water has run 20 or more feet, ac- 
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cording to the declivity over the land situated below the feed- 
er, or the channel which brings the water from above the dam, 


it should be collected in a drain to be carried off, unless it can 
be used to irrigate lands that lie still lower down, and finally 
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discharge itself into the river from which it was taken.at a 
lower point of its course. 
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Instances may occur, however, where there is not sufficient 
fall, or declivity, in the river or stream to enable the water to 
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flow to any considerable elevation along the sides of the val- 
ley or hills. In such cases, if a fall of a few feet is at com- 
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mand, a portion of the stream can be elevated at a proper height 
and distance to irrigate the intervening lands along the banks, 
by means of a hydraulic ram. 

Again, there are other instances where broad dales or glens 
occur, through which descend brooks or rills, fed by living 
springs on the more elevated ground, that may be made to ir- 
rigate the parts of the declivity below. Or, if circumstances 
warrant the expense, in situations where no such streams are 
to be found, a well may be bored or sunk at or near the sum- 
mit of the hill, the water raised by wind, steam, or animal pow- 
er, and distributed by means of a series of horizontal chan- 
nels, situated one below the other, in a manner that the second 
may collect the water the first or uppermost has supplied, and 
in turn becomes a feeder to the third, and so on to the fourth, 
thus irrigating the lower parts of the declivity, until the last 
discharges itself into a river or waste ditch, and is of no fur- 
ther use. 

In illustration of what is stated above, let R, fig. 14, denote 
a reservoir or well, situated on elevated ground, at a convenient 
point on the side of a dale or glen; f f, feeders, running hori- 
zontally around the upper part of the declivity, as far as the 
nature of the surface will allow; @ 0} c, horizontal channels, 
situated one below the other, for catching the water, as it flows, 
over the whole length of their margins, or sides, across the ter- 
races or inclined planes into the “ waste ditch” w, at the lower- 
most part of the glen; R w,a “water way, having “stops,” 
or gates, at the lower margin of each channel, for the expedi- 
- tious conveyance of the water to every part of the ground, and 
also for the final discharge of what water might remain in the 
channels to prevent it from becoming stagnant. 

With proper attention to levelling or grading the slopes, the 
construction of the channels, water ways, aqueducts, gates, 
hatches, waste drains, &c., the foregoing embrace the general 
modes of irrigation, as practised by the most enlightened na- 
tions of the present day. 

Sometimes, situations occur at the foot of hills, or along the 
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borders of streams, where the land is flat, or nearly level, and 
the modes just described for distributing the water, cannot be 
applied, for the want of a sufficient declivity to allow the water 
to pass rapidly over the surface. In such cases, the whole field 
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should be laid out into broad beds, 60 or 80 feet wide, undula- 
ting, as it were, like the waves of the sea. The central or 
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upper part of these beds, or panes, should be made quite level 
from end to end, through each of which a channel, or “ float,” 


a a, should be cut for conducting the water from the feeder f, 
at the higher side of tr2 meadow, as indicated by fig. 16. 
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From the edge of these channels, the surface of the ground 
should be made to slope, from 1 to 2 feet, both ways from 
the centre, and ditches, or drains ddd, cut at the bottom, be- 
tween the beds, parallel with the floats. These beds should 
not be curved like the ridges of a plowed field, but form in- 
clined planes from the centre to each side. The floats are sup- 
plied by a main channel, or feeder f, at right angles to the 
beds, elevated somewhat above them, and all the ditches, or 
drains ddd, should be made to run into another main ditch, 
or waste drain w, at the lower side of the field, parallel to the 
feeder f. By this arrangement, the course of the water will be 
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very regular. As soon as the “stops,” or flood gates, are opened, 
it flows into floats, or upper channels, until they are full to the 
brim, when they will overflow the whole of their length, and 
the sloping sides of the beds covered with a thin sheet of run- 
ning water, which the lower drains will collect, and carry off 
in the waste drain w. 

There are other cases, also, which occur along the borders 
of streams, where the land is level, and too low to be irrigated 
by any means, except by inundation. As a familiar instance 
of this, let a, fig. 18, denote a dam thrown across a river or 
brook, where there is a fall of four or more feet; 6 b, &c., a 


ditch running along the base of a hill, or the upland, adjoin- 
15* 
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ing a level, swampy piece of ground, kept constantly wet. by 
a number of springs, which this ditch will cut off, and give 
the low, boggy ground a chance to dry; ¢ ¢, &c., are lesser 
ditches, running nearly at right angles with the main ditch, 
b 6, &c., to carry off the spring water, and aid, also, in drain- 
ing the meadow, on either side. An embankment is thrown up 
along the margin of the stream, to prevent its overflowing, ex- 
cept at very high water. Gates are constructed at each end of 
the lateral ditches, as at 6 b, &c., and c c, &c., which can be 
opened or closed, at pleasure. When it is required to draw off 
the water from the meadow, the gates at c c, &c., are kept 
open ; but when it is wished to inundate, or irigate it, they are 
shut, and the gates at a and 6 d, &c., are opened. 

Fertilising Qualities of Water—As a general rule, there is no 
water too bright, nor too full of impurities, if kept in motion, 
to be useless for the purpose of irrigation, as is evinced by the 
brilliant, chalky waters of the south of England, and the still 
greater fertilising effects of those surcharged with organic 
matter, in the Craigintinny Meadows, near Edinburgh. Hence 
it is, that some of the most sagacious cultivators have come to 
the conclusion that the chief advantages of irrigation are at- 
tributable to the foreign substances, whether organic or inor- 
ganic, with which the water is impregnated. “The surest. 
proofs,” says Mr. Exeter, “of the good quality of water, as a 
manure, are the verdure of the margin of its streams and the 
growth of the strong cresses in the stream itself; and wherever 
these appearances are found, though the water be perfectly 
transparent, the occupier of the soil through which it flows, 
may depend, in general, on having a treasure.” Again, those 
waters which breed the best fish are regarded by some, as the 
best adapted for watering meadows, while others are of the 
opinion, and among them, Sir Humphrey Davy, that most of 
the benefits of irrigation may be derived from water of any 
kind. The fertilising properties of spring or river water are 
often owing to the crenic and apo-crenic acids they contain. 

The water of several natural springs, in Aberd>enshire, Scot- 
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land, which had been employed with great success in irriga. 
ting the surface of a piece of almost worthless land, when 
evaporated to dryness, left 55th grains of solid matter to an im- 
perial gallon. On analysis, by Dr. Voelckler, this solid matter 
gave of 


* . 
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The result of this analysis is very interesting. It shows, 
that, what we are in the habit of considering the purest natural 
spring water, containing the smallest proportions of mineral 
matter, may be used with advantage for the purposes of irriga- 
tion, in supplying the requisite wants of the growing herbage. 
The silica, the gypsum, the lime, the magnesia, and the alkaline 
salts are all the food of plants, and are required in the produc- 
tion of grass. 

Melted snow, or rain water, it is well known, is a. true ma- 
nure, containing carbonic acid, a little ammonia, and a small 
amount of salts. Common river water usually contains more 
or less of the constituents of vegetable and animal bodies; and 
after rains, there is generally a greater proportion of these con- 
stituents than at other times, which is habitually largest when 
the source of the stream is in a cultivated country. Whenever 
the water has flowed over or through a calcareous or limy bed, 
it is generally found impregnated with carbonate of lime; and 
such water tends, in that respect, to ameliorate a soil in pro- 
portion, as though any of the modifications of lime and char- 
coal were deficient; but where these are already in excess, 
water, charged with a limy sediment, should be withheld; while 
that impregnated with sand, clay, plaster of Paris, or particles 
of iron, would be beneficial. 
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But most of the benefits of irrigation, as before intimated, 
may be derived from any kind of water, (salt water excepted,) 
provided the soil be not already overcharged with the prevail- 
ing ingredients in the deposit, or sediment, left by the water; 
and provided on the other hand, that the ingredients of the 
soil and the ingredients of the deposit, are not pernicious when 
conbined. For instance, water containing ferruginous impreg- 
nations, (particles of iron,) tends to fertilise a calcareous or 
limy soil, while on a soil that does not effervesce with acids, 
which is one of the tests of the presence of lime, it is injurious. 
Again, calcareous waters, which are known by the earthy de- 
posits they afford, when boiled, are of most benefit on silicious 
or flinty soils, containing no appreciable amount of carbonate 
- of lime. 

Quality and Preparation of the Soil—The best soil for a water 
meadow is a good gravel, though the richest herbage is some- 
times found where there is scarcely any soil at all; as, on the 
meadows on the river Avon, in Wiltshire, England, which con- 
sist of beds of shingle and pebble stones, matted together by 
the roots of the grass. From good authority, it seems essential 
to the formation of a good water meadow, that the bottom be 
porous, and free from stagnant water. Hence, under-draining 
is often indispensable before a meadow can be established ; 
and a marsh or peat bog, if drained and consolidated, may 
have water carried over its surface,and produce very good 
effects. 

If the soil is a very stiff clay, draining is indispensable 
where a water meadow is to be made. It is found, also, that 
the more porous the soil, the less depth of water is required, 
which may not be obvious at first; but clayey soils let the 
water run over the surface without soaking into the roots, 
whereas, the porous soil is soon soaked to a considerable depth. 
The water, therefore, must be longer on clay than on sand or 
gravel, to produce the same effect. If the water is properly 
applied, however, almost all kinds of soils may be converted 
into fertile meadows. On very stiff clays, a coat of sand or 
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gravel, where it can easily be obtained, will greatly improve 
the herbage. The gravel should not be plowed in, but spread 
on the surface 2 or 3 inches thick. Soils, also, containing clay 
in an unburnt state, on account of their aluminous salts, have 
the property of fixing the ammonia contained in the water, an 
important fact to be observed in regard to the distance it has 
to flow before suffered to waste. 


KITCHEN WASH—SOAP SUDS. 


Tue wash of the kitchen, soap suds, &c., are replete with the 
prepared food of plants, and are excellent for watering gar- 
dens, particularly for cucumbers, grape vines, fruit trees, &c., 
in hot dry weather. They should never be applied to plants 
above blood heat, and if the water is greasy or oily, it should 
not be made to touch the leaves. 

If the garden be very wet, or is situated at too great a distance 
from the house, the wash may be poured on the compost heap 
in the barn yard, or it may be absorbed by a heap of dried peat, 
swamp or pond muck, leaf mould, saw dust, wood shavings, &c.» 
which, in the course of a summer, will be converted into a rich > 
manure, suitable for most of our cultivated crops. 


NITRIC ACID. 


Nrraic acid, or aquafortis, when pure, consists of a colorless, 
corrosive liquid, possessing powerful acid properties. Ata spe- 
cific gravity of 1.5, it contains from 20,ths to 25 per cent. of 
water, freezes when exposed to extreme cold, and boils at a 
temperature of 248° F. It rapidly oxidises the metals, and 
unites with them and with other bases, forming salts called 
nitrates The nitric acid of commerce usually contains more 
or less chlorine, muriatic and sulphuric acids, and sometimes 
iodine. 

Although nitrogen and oxygen do not unite at once, when di- 
rectly brought into contact, yet they are capable of combin- 
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ing under certain circumstances ; and there is no doubt but the 
great, if not the only source of the nitric acid of nature, is the 
union of the nitrogen and oxygen of the atmosphere. Rain. 
water, particularly that which falls after a thunder storm, 
contains a certain quantity of nitrate of ammonia; the light- 
ning forming nitric acid in passing through the air, and this 
uniting with the ammonia, which is always present in our at- 
mosphere, produced by the decomposing animal remains of 
our globe. 

In warm climates, where an abundance of organic matter 
and its rapid decomposition pour into the atmosphere a copious 
supply of ammonia, the formation of nitric acid proceeds with 
extraordinary energy, and the nitrate of ammonia being wash- 
ed down by the rains into the porous limestone soils, the am- 
monia is given off, while the ground becomes coated with an 
efflorescence of earthy nitrates when it dries on the cessation 
of the rain. A small quantity of nitrate of potash, (saltpetre,) 
is also thus produced, but the nitrate of lime, of which the 
crude produce of nitre principally consists, is converted into 
saltpetre by means of carbonate of potash. 

In regard to the existence of nitric acid, it is not known to 
form a necessary constituent of any of the solid rocks of which 
the crust of the globe is compssed, but is diffused almost uni- 
versally through the soil which overspreads the surface. In 
the hotter regions of the earth, in India, in Africa, and in South 
America, in many places it accumulates in sufficient quantity 
to form incrustations of considerable thickness over very large 
areas, and in many more, it can be separated by washing the 
soil. Even in the climates of high latitudes, it is rarely ab- 
sent from the water of artificial wells, into which the rains, 
after filtering through the surface, are permitted to make their 
way. On the whole, nitric acid and its compounds appear to 
exist, ready formed in nature;in larger quantity than either 
ammonia or any of its compounds. 

In reference to the action of nitric acid upon vegetation, it is 
known that, when, in the form of nitrates of soda, potash, &c.. 
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it is spread upon the soil, it greatly promotes the growth and 
luxuriance.of the crop, and increases its produce; and that, 
when other circumstances are favorable to vegetation, as in 
certain districts in India, the presence of an appreciable quan- 
tity of these nitrates adds largely to the fertility of the soil. 
The same effects are unquestionably produced by the addition 
of ammonia or by its natural presence in the soil» The ben- 
eficial iufluence of both compounds, then, being recognised, 
the relative extent to which each operates upon the general 
vegetation of the globe will be mainly determined by the cir- 
cumstances and the quantity in which they respectively exist 
or are reproduced.—Johnston. 


PHOSPHORIC ACID, DILUTE. 


PuosrHoric acid properly exists only in solution; for, by the 
process of digesting calcined bones in water, washing the re- 
sidual matter with hot water, and adding ammonia thereto, it 
is converted into meta-phosphoric acid, but by solution in water 
and ebullition for a few minutes, it is reconverted into phos- 
phoric acid, which, in this state, is a colorless, sour, corrosive 
liquid, having a specific gravity of 1.064. By the application of 
heat, it yields “ glacial phosphoric acid,” which solidifies on 
cooling, and forms a colorless glass. It has so great an affinity 
for water, that it combines with it under some circumstances 
almost explosively. It may form three distinct compounds, or 
phosphates of water, in each of which it is susceptible of forming 
a series of salts. 

The most common form in which phosphoric acid is applied, 
as a liquid manure, is, when bone earth or the phosphate of lime 
is dissolved by sulphuric acid, strong leys, or by digesting it in 
water, under a high pressure of steam. As these processes 
have been described at length under the head of Bones, a repe- 
tition is unnecessary here. When applied to crops in this 
form, the same apparatus may be employed as with urine, 
guano water, or any other kind of liquid manure. 
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SULPHURIC ACID. 


Sutruuric acid, or oil of vitrul, when pure, has an oily ap- 
pearance, is transparent, colorless, inodorous, and extremely 
acid and corrosive, having a specific gravity of 1.845. It ab- 
sorbs water rapidly from the atmosphere, and combines with 
it in all proportions; 1 part of water mixed with 5 parts of acid 
raises the temperature from 50° to 300° F. One part of ice and 
1 of acid cause the temperature to increase to 212°, but 4 parts 
of ice and 1 part of acid cause it to fall below zero! Strong 
sulphuric acid freezes at 15°; but when diluted with water, so 
as to have a specific gravity of 1.78, it crystallises in large 
crystals, (if the mixture be kept cool,) and will remain in that 
state when the temperature does not increase above 44° F. 

The sulphuric acid met with in the-shops is an exceedingly 
sour, corrosive liquid, which decomposes, chars, and destroys 
all animal and vegetable substances, and, except when very 
dilute, is destructive to life in every form. It is rarely met 
with in nature in an uncombined state, though, according to 
Boussingault, some of the streams which issue from the vol- 
canic regions of the Andes are rendered sour by the presence 
of a quantity of this acid. It combines with potash, soda, lime, 
magnesia, &c., and forms sulphates, which exist abundantly 1a 
nature, and have often been beneficially and -profitably em- 
ployed as manures. Where the soil contains lime or magnesia, 
the acid may often be applied directly to the land, in a very di- 
lute state, with advantage to clover and other similar crops, 
say at the rate of 500 parts of water to 1 part of the acid; but 
is not better in its effects than gypsum, and is much more ex- 
pensive as as well as more difficult to manage. The chief use 
in agriculture to which sulphuric acid is now applied, is to 
dissolve bones or super-phosphate of lime, but is far inferior for 
this purpose to muriatic acid. One hundred pounds of good 
sulphuric acid will dissolve 200 lbs. of fine bone dust, convert- 
ing it, in part, into a sulphate of lime, (gypsum,) and into a 
super-phosphate of lime, which is soluble, as described in the 
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article on Bones, under the head of “ Animal Manures.” ‘This 
solution may be applied to the land as a top-dressing, by any 
of the apparatus described at the commencement of the sub- 
ject of liquid manures. 


WATER. 


Water, when pure, is a perfectly colorless transparent fluid, 
destitute both of taste and smell, evaporates without residue, 
or even without leaving a stain behind, and is incapable of 
putrefaction ; but in an ordinary state, it contains a small quan- 
tity of organic as well as of mineral matter, which more or 
less speedly undergoes decomposition, even when confined in 
close vessels. It is more universally diffused throughout nature 
than.any other chemical compound with which we are ac- 
quainted, performs most important functions in reference to 
animal and vegetable life, and possesses properties by which 
it is wonderfully adapted to the existing condition of things. 

We are familiar with water in three several states of cohe- 
sion—in the solid or congealed form, as ice, hail, frost, and 
snow—in the fluid state, as water, rain, dew—and in the gaseous 
state, as in atmospheric vapor, fog, clouds, and steam. If agi- 
tated, at 32° F., it solidifies, and continues solid at all tempera- 
tures below that point; but if preserved quiescent, it may be 
cooled much lower without freezing; if it be then touched or 
shaken, a portion of it is immediately converted into spicule 
of ice, and the temperature of the whole is raised to 32°. It 
evaporates at all temperatures, but at 212°, near the level of 
the sea, this takes place so rapidly, that it boils, and is con- 
verted into vapor, (steam,) the bulk of which is about 1,700 
times greater than that of water at 62°. It also changes its 
volume with the temperature, its greatest density being at about 
39°, and its specific gravity decreases from this point either 
-way. One cubic inch of perfectly pure water at 62° F., the 
barometer standing at 30 inches near the level of the sea, 
weighs 25243%,ths grains; by which, it will be ¢3en that it is 
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815 times heavier than atmospheric air. Its specific gravity is 
1, being made the standard by which the densities of other 
bodies are compared. The specific gravity. of frozen water, 
(ice,) is 0.92; in other words, a cubic foot of solid ice weighs 
920 ounces avoirdupois, while a cubic foot of water, at 62° F. 
would weigh 1,000 ounces. 

Water, or the prot-oxide of hydrogen, consists of hydrogen 
and oxygen combined, in the proportions of 2 volumes of the 
former gas to 1 volume of the latter; and by weight of 1 part 
of hydrogen united to 8 parts of oxygen, or ‘of 


Per cent. 
FIV OREN, fain se i.eare Uslare -foinie's'o winlaiciateia cleis's'e winiclats Siete ve 11,1 
OXGPENG Siccle as a teicaie's we ulerem elo wisiv Gist mite sis ante anlanie <a 88.9 
100.0 


Water enters largely into the constitution of all living ani- 
mals and plants, and upwards of 4 of the weight of all the 
newly-gathered vegetable substances collected or cultivated for 
the use of man. Not only does it enter thus Jargely into the 
constitution of all animals and plants, but in the existing 
economy of nature its presence in large quantities is absolute- 
ly necessary to’the persistence of animal and vegetable life. 
In the midst of abundant springs and showers, plants shoot 
forth with an amazing rapidity, while they wither, droop, and 
die when water is withheld. How much the manifestation of 
life is dependent upon its presence is beautifully illustrated by 
some of the humbler tribes of plants. Certain mosses can be 
kept long in the herbarium, and yet will revive again when the 
dried specimens are immersed in water. At Manilla, a species 
of lycopodium grows upon the rocks, which, though kept for 
years in a dried state, revives and expands its foliage when 
placed in water. The Spaniards call it “triste de corazon” 
(sorrow of the heart). Thus life lingers as it were, unwilling 
to depart, and rejoicing to display itself again, when the mois- 
ture returns. : 

Those properties of water, however, which are in a high de- 
gree interesting in themselves, and important to the practical 
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agriculturist, are as follows.—1. Its solvent power; 2. Its affin- 
ity for certain substances with which it combines; 3. The de- 
gree of affinity by which its own elements are held together; 
4. Its disintegrating power on rocks and soils. 

When pure boiled water is exposed to the air, it gradually 
absorbs a quantity of the several gases of which the atmos- 
phere is composed, and acquires more or less of a sparkling 
appearance and an agreeable taste. The air which it thus ab- 
sorbs amounts to about jth of its own bulk, and is entirely 
expelled by boiling. When thus expelled, this air, like that 

obtained from snow, is found on examination to contain the 
oxygen, nitrogen, and carbonic acid in proportions very differ- 
ent from those in which they exist in the atmosphere. In the 
latter, oxgen is present to the amount of only 21 per cent. by 
volume, while the air absorbed by water contains 30 to 32 per 
cent. of the same gas. In like manner, Be mean AARIY of 


of 1 per cent.) of its bulk, Sie that tie from wall 
which has been long exposed to the air, varies from ;,45,ths 
to ;,4,ths parts G>ths to ;4ths of 1 per cent). 

Thus, when water falls in rain, or trickles along the surface 
of the land, it absorbs these gaseous substances, carries them 
with it wherever it goes, conveys them to the roots, and into 
the circulation of plants, and thus makes them all minister to 
the growth and nourishment of living vegetables. 

Again, water possesses the power of dissolving many solid 
substances. If sugar or salt be mixed with it in certain quan- 
tities, they speedily disappear. In like manner, many other 
bodies, both simple and compound, are taken up by this liquid 
in greater or less quantity, and can only be recovered by driv- 
ing off the water, through the aid of heat. Hence, it happens 
that the water of rivers and springs is never pure, but holds in 
solution more or less of certain solid substances. Even rain 
water, washing and purifying the atmosphere as it descends, 
brings down portions of solid matter which had previously 
risen into the air in the form of vapor, and as it afterwards 
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flows along or sinks into the surface of the soil, it meets with 
and dissolves other solid substances, the greater portion of 
which, in certain soils, it carries with it wherever it enters. In 
this way, solid substances are conveyed to the roots of plants 
in a fluid form, which enables them to ascend with the sap; 
and the supply of these naturally solid substances is constantly 
renewed, by the successive passage of new portions of flow- 
ing water. 

Nor is it merely earthy and saline substances which the 
water dissolves, as it thus percolates through the soil. It takes 
up also substances of organic origin, especially portions of 
decayed animal and vegetable matter, such as are supposed to 
be capable of ministering to the growth of plants, and brings 
them within reach of the roots. This solvent power of water 
over solid substances is increased by an elevation of tempera- 
ture. Warm water, for instance, will dissolve Epsom salts, 
(sulphate of magnesia,) or oxalic acid in much larger quantity 
than cold water will, and the same is true of nearly all solid 
substances, (lime excepted,) which this fluid is capable of hold- 
ing in solution. To this increased solvent power of the water 
they absorb, is ascribed, among other causes, the peculiar char- 
acter of the vegetable productions, as well as their extraordi- 
nary luxuriance in many tropical countries. 

But the affinity which water exhibits for many solid sub- 
stances is little less important and remarkable. When newly- 
burned lime is thrown into a limited quantity of water, the 
latter is absorbed, while the lime heats, cracks, swells, and 
finally falls to a white powder. When thus perfectly slaked, 
it is found to be 4d heavier than before—every 3 tons having ab- 
sorbed about 1 ton of water. This water is retained in a solid 
form, more solid than water is when in the state of ice, and it 
cannot be entirely separated from the lime without the appli- 
cation of a red heat. When the farmer lays upon his land, 
therefore, 4 tons of slaked lime, he mixes with his soil 1 ton 
of water, which the lime afterwards gradually gives up, either 
in whole or in part, as it combines with other substances. 
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For clay, also, water has a considerable affinity, though by 
no means equal to that which it displays for quicklime. Hence, 
even in well-drained clay lands, the hottest summer does not 
entirely rob it of its water. It cracks, contracts, and becomes 
hard, yet still retains water enough to keep its wheat crops 
green and flourishing, when the herbage on lighter soils is 
drooping or burned up. 

A similar affinity for water is one source of the advantages 
which are known to follow from the admixture of a certain 
amount of vegetable matter with the soil; though, as in the 
case of charcoal, its porosity is probably more influential in 
retaining moisture near the roots of the plants. The degree 
of affinity by which the elements of water are held together, 
exercises a material influence on the growth and production 
of all vegetable substances. By burning a jet of hydrogen 
gas in the air, water is formed, by the union of the hydrogen 
with the oxygen of the atmosphere, for which it manifests on 
many occasions an apparently powerful affinity. But if into 
a vessel of water, a piece of iron or zinc be put, and then sul- 
phuric acid added, the water is decomposed, and the hydrogen 
set free, while the metal combines with the oxygen. 

Som the interior of plants and animals, water undergoes con- 
tinual de-composition and re-composition. In its fluid state, it 
finds its way and exists in every vessel and in every tissue. And 
so slight, it would appear, in such situations, is the hold which 
its elements have upon each other; or so strong their tendency 
to combine with other substances, that they are ready to sepa- 
rate from each other at every impulse, yielding now oxygen to 
one, and hydrogen to another, as the production of the several 
compounds with which each organ is destined to elaborate re- 
spectively demands. Yet, with the same readiness do they 
again re-attach themselves and cling together, when new meta- 
morphoses require it. It is inthe form of water, indeed, that 
nature introduces the greater portion of the oxygen and hydro- 
gen which perform so important a part in the numerous and 
diversified changes which take place in the interior of plants 
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and animals. Few things are really more wonderful in chemi- 
cal physiology, than the vast variety of transmutations which 
are continually going on, through the eee of the elements 
of water. 

In freezing, it is well known that water expands very con- 
siderably, and exerts therein so great a force as to burst the 
strongest vessels in which it is contained. It is thus that the 
surfaces of the hardest rocks are gradually disintegrated, or 
crumbled into soils fit for vegetable life; the water percolating 
into the minute crevices and fissures during the warmer months, 
and, when frozen in winter, breaking down by repeated and in- 
creasing expansive efforts of succeeding years, the substance 
of masses which would otherwise appear from compactness 
and hardness, suited to withstand the severest effects of time 
and climate. Jn like manner, in countries where the ground is 
bound up in frost or ice any considerable portion of the year, 
as in the Canadas and the northern parts of the United States, 
the frosts of winter penetrate to a depth of 12 inches to 4 feet, 
causing the earth to expand, and even in some instances to 
crack or burst for miles; and, in thawing in the -spring, it 
heaves up the surface of the earth, renders the soil mellow and 
light, and almost ready to sow wheat and other grain, as soon 
as the frost is out—actually aiding and preparing the land for 
the succeeding crops, and making the work of the plowman 
easier than it would have been had not the freezing occured. 
Thus it is that Nature sometimes is far kinder to short-sighted 
man than he is usually aware; and that, white she is binding 
up the earth in icy chains, as it were, she is preparing it the 
better for use during the congenial influences of spring and 
the summer’s sun. 

Such, then, are a few of the ec nertsmaaa facts with re- 
gard to the influence of water on vegetation—uses which are 
so valuable to the farmer when properly understood. In all 
his operations, this mineral fluid will be found to benefit his 
arrangements; and in a due and regular supply of it to his 
crops consists, in fact, the success of most of his efforts. 
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Water, as a fertiliser, it will be seen then, exists in several 
varieties of form, and in numerous combinations with other 
substances, some of them natural, while others are artificially 
prepared, the most important of which to the practical agricul- 
turist may be described and treated of as follows :— 

Aqueous Vapor of the Atmosphere-—This has already been des- 
cribed in the article WATERY VAPOR OF THE ATMOSPHERE, under 
the head of “ Gaseous and Imponderable Manures.” 

Brewer's and Distiller’s Steep Water—It is well known to 
makers of malt, whether for the purposes of brewing or of 
distilling, that the water in which barley is steeped, preparatory 
to its-heing made to sprout, extracts a considerable quantity 

of matter from the grain, and often becomes very dark in color. 

A sample of this steep, obtained froma maltster of Edinburgh, 
and examined under the direction of the Agricultural Chemis- 
try Society of Scotland, on evaporating to dryness, left a resi- 
duum amounting to 4133ths grains in an imperial gallon. On 
analysing this solid matter, it was found to consist of 


Grains ina gallon. Per cent. 


Organic matier, gum, sugar, protein compounds, &c., 166.40........ 40.23 
Alkalies and alkaline sulphates and chlorides,....... TORO Ee Sotites 48.07 
Phosphoric acid in the state of alkaline phosphates,.. 8.52........ 2.06 
Phosphate of lime and magnesia,...............+... 23.20... a. Hie 5.61 
Carbonateiof limes... <5 cre 000 arewsittamelsislates cists «ie Gs Meare 3.48 
WiGeeges wie cri aerate el s\claiein eleisielaia @easicineiiets steicieies ola casiets I 2 a 0.55 

413.60 100.00 


Thus it appears that the steep water of barley contains much 
valuable matter of a kind likely to promote the growth of 
plants. The organic matter is capable of supplying organic 
food—the inorganic matter, alkaline salts, and phosphates are 
in a state in which they can readily make their way into the 
young roots of oats and wheat. Therefore, it ought not to be 
allowed to run to waste, as its value is of too much importance 
to the farmers in the neighborhood, who can collect it at a small 
cost, and apply it in the form uf a liquid manure, or absorb it 
in peat, &c., and employ it as a top-dressing to their land. 
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It will be understood that the preceding analysis can show 
only the kind of substances which barley-steep water is likely 
to contain. The proportion will vary with the sample of the 
grain, with the purity of the water, perhaps, and with the 
length of time during which the barley has been steeped. 

The steep water of Indian corn, wheat, rye, &c., employed 
in our breweries and distilleries, doubtless would be attended 
with marked effects were it applied to our grass and grain 
crops as a liquid manure. 

Dung water —The rich water which runs from the compost 
heap or dunghill, or that which collects in the hollows of the 
barn yard, instead of being suffered to soak into the earth or 
evaporate by the sun or drying winds, should be taken up by 
a “mulch,” or some other absorbent material; or it may be 
conveyed to the garden or field in a liquid-manure cart, and ap- 
plied to the land as directed in the first article on “ Liquid Ma- 
nures.” This water, when properly diluted, is excellent to 
apply to cucumber, squash and other vines of a similar nature, 
which will not only add much to their luxuriance, but destroy, 
or drive away the striped bug. Green cow dung may also be 
diluted with water, and applied to the vines with equally good 
effects. 

- Flax Water.—By an examination of the article on FLAx 
SHIVES AND LEAVES, under the head of “ Vegetable Manures,” 
it will be seen that the ingredients of a sample of flax straw, 
before steeping, and the constituents of a portion of the same 
after undergoing that process, a difference, or loss, is manifest 
of about $ths of the whole mineral ingredients of this portion 
of the plant. 

Therefore it is needless to repeat the importance of preserv- 
ing the steep water of flax, and applying it as far as it is profit- 
able as a liquid manure. 

Guano Water—Peruvian guano is uuquestionably the best 
possible manure for all plants that require manure at all, pro- 
vided the soil is kept open by digging in leaves, vegetable rub- 
bish, &c., from time to time. If the weather be dry, the best 
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way of using it, is, to dilute it with water, and apply the solu- 
tion thus obtained. A quart of the best guano may be dis- 
solved in a barrel of water, and applied in quantity as circum- 
stances may require, by means of a liquid-manure cart. In 
this state of dilution, it can do no harm to the plants, not even 
to the more delicate kinds of flowers. 

Lake, River and Spring Water.—The water of lakes, ponds, 
rivers, springs, or wells is more or less impure, according to the 
nature of the rocks or soil into which it comes in contact. It 
originates from the clouds, and as it falls in the form of rain, 
it trickles along the surface of the earth, absorbs mineral and 
gaseous substances, and usually carries more or less of them 
with it wherever it goes. Thus it happens that the water of 
lakes, rivers, and springs is never pure, but holds in solution a 
greater or less abundance of certain solid substances. 

River water is usually less pure than good spring water ; and 
well water less so than either of the preceding. Lake water 
and marsh water resemble river water, but contain more or- 
ganic matter in a state of decomposition. _ 

Potaio Water from Starch Manufactories—The first washings 
of the pulp of the potato, in the manufacture of starch, or the 
water in which the potatoes are grated, is very rich in saline 
matter, and in substances, (protein compounds,) capable of 
yielding nitrogen to the growing plants; and hence, is capable 
of useful application as a manure. 

Being derived from the potato, one would naturally sup- 
pose that this liquor would especially promote the growth of 
the potato crop. This idea was tested in Scotland on the 
potato in 1843. The liquor was run into drills, and potatoes 
afterwards planted in these drills without any other manure. 
The crop is stated to have come up well, and was equal in its 
yield to those of other parts of the field to which the ordinary 
kinds of manure had been applied. It may also be employed 
to water or irrigate grass and other herbage in the form of 
liquid manure. . 

Rain Water, Dew, Melted Snow, Hail, g-c—Rain is a very pure 
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kind of natural water, but contains minute quantities of air, 
carbonic and nitric acids, carbonate of ammonia, &c. 

The rain, which falls upon the earth, it seems almost unne- 
cessary to repeat, is due to the condensation of the aqueous 
vapor previously existing in the atmosphere, and which is sup- 
plied in great part by evaporation from the surface of the sea. 
This water, as is well known, is fresh and nearly pure, the 
saline constituents of the ocean having no sensible degree of 
volatility at the temperature at which vapor is usually raised. 
It has been proved by a variety of experiments that a some- 
what greater quantity of rain falls at the surface of the ground 
on valleys or plains, or near the level of the lakes or seas, than 
on elevated positions in the vicinity, as the tops of mountains, 
hills, &c., which may be partly owing to the vapor, contained 
in thé lower region of the atmosphere, being more dense, and 
joining the drops by the attraction of cohesion in their descent. 
This is a wise provision of Nature, as the action of the sun’s 
heat is proportionably greater in valleys than on the summits 
of hills, and a happy equilibrium is maintained between heat 
and rain on all parts of the surface of the earth. Were it 
otherwise, an increased evaporation would necessarily occur 

“on mountains and hills, and consequently an increased depres- 
sion of temperature, and more of the fine earth or mould would 
be washed down into the valleys or hollows, or perhaps into 
rivers and the sea itself, and deeper channels and gulleys would 
be made in the soil by the running water, thereby causing 
great inconvenience and loss. The gentlest rains are gen- 
erally most conducive to the growth of plants and the fruitful- 
ness of the soil, as all parts are more uniformly soaked ; but 
it is due to the frequent rains that the earth is rendered fruitful, 
as to some soils, like stiff clays and loose sands, they are more 
needful than to others. The former imbibe the water more 
slowly—the latter part with it too speedily. Cloudy weather, 
before rain, also, helps predispose the earth, and its vegetation 
receives the greater advantage of the water that falls. 

The deposition of water from the atmosphere during the 
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night upon the ground, the leaves of trees and plants, the blades 
of grass, and other objects near the surface of the earth is 
called dew. This substance, so celebrated through all times . 
and in every tongue for its sweet influence, presents the most 
beautiful and striking illustration of the agency of water in 
the economy of nature, and exhibits one of those wise and 
bountiful adaptations, by which the whole system of things, 
animate and inanimate, is fitted and bound together. 

All bodies on the surface of the earth radiate, or throw out 
rays of heat, in straight lines—every warmer®body to every 
colder ; and the entire surface is itself continually sending 
rays upwards through the clear air into free space. Thus, on 
the earth’s surface, all bodies strive, as it were, for an equal 
temperature, (an equilibrium of heat,) while the surface as a 
whole tends gradually towards a cooler state. But while the 
sun shines, this cooling will not take place; for the earth then 
receives in general more heat than it gives off, and if the clear 
sky be shut out by a canopy of clouds, these will arrest, and 
again throw back a portion of the heat, and prevent it from 
being so speedily dissipated. At night, then, when the sun is 
absent, the earth will cool the most; on clear nights, also, more 
than when it is cloudy, and when clouds only partially obscure 
the sky, those parts will become coolest which look towards 
the clearest portions of the heavens. 

Now when the surface cools, the air in contact with it must 
cool also; and like the warm currents on the mountain side, 
must forsake a portion of the watery vapor it has hitherto re- 
tained. This water, like the floating mist on the hills, descends 
in particles almost infinitely minute, which collect on every 
leaflet, and suspend themselves from every blade of grass, in 
drops of “ pearly dew.” And mark here a beautiful adaptation: 
Different substances are endowed with the property of radia- 
ting their heat, and of thus becoming cool with different de- 
grees of rapidity, and those substances which in the air be- 
come cool first, also attract first and most abundantly the 
particles of falling dew. Thus, in the cool of a summer’s 
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evening, the grass plot is wet, while the gravel walk is dry; 
and the thirsty pasture and every green leaf are drinking in 
the descending moisture, while the naked land and the barren 
highway are still unconscious of its fall. How beautiful is the 
contrivance by which water is thus evaporated or distilled, as 
it were, into the atmosphere—largely perhaps from some par- 
ticular spots, then diffused equably through the wide and rest- 
less air, and afterwards precipitated again in refreshing show- 
ers or in long mysterious dews! But how much more beauti- 
ful the contrivamce, one might say the instinctive tendency, by 
which the dew selects the objects ‘on which it delights to fall— 
descending first on every living plant, copiously ministering to 
the wants of each, and expending its superfiuity only on the 
unproductive waste. 

Dew does not fall, then, from the atmosphere like rain as 
was formerly supposed, but forms in very different quantities ; 
thus, on metals, it is sparingly deposited ; on glass, it forms 
abundantly, as it does also on straw, grass, cloth, paper, and 
other similar substances. Animal substances are among those 
which attract dew in the greatest quantity. The temperature 
of grass covered with dew is always lower than that of the 
‘ surrounding air. This important agent, in the promotion of 
vegetable life, has been supposed by some to rise from the 
ground, while the phrase “ falling dew,” common in all lan- 
guages, would seem to imply an almost universal belief that 
dew falls from the air, similar to the finest rain or mist. These 
general impressions have, however, been demonstated to be in- 
correct, by the experiments of Dr. Wells, whose explanation of 
the causes operating in the production of dew is as simple as 
it is satisfactory. When substances, 2ot perfectly transparent, 
are exposed to the sun, they gain more or less heat; but when 
the sun goes down, they part with their heat, and become cold. 
The surrounding air, however, with its invisible vapor, or mois- 
ture, being transparent, does not radiate, or shoot off its heat, 
and consequently remains comparatively warmer than bodies 
not transparent. Hence, grass, leaves, wood, or stone, by grow- 
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ing cold in the absence of the sun, have moisture to settle on 
them precisely for the same reason that it is deposited on the 
outside of a pitcher or glass containing very cold water. The 
dew, therefore, is a deposit from that portion of vapor which 
enters into the composition of common air, and which is swept 
in contact with substances at or near the surface of the earth, 
like breath thrown upon the blade of a knife or other polished 
surface. When the sky is clear, as in starry and moonlight 
nights, then do grass, leaves, and other objects, throw off their 
heat most rapidly, and become cooler than the air immediately 
above them, and the colder they get, the more dew is condensed 
upon them. Different substances part with their heat more or 
less rapidly, and this explains the cause why different propor- 
tions of dew are observed on objects similiarly exposed to the 
atmosphere. A gravel walk will have little or no dew upon it, 
whilst the grass on each side will be reeking wet; because the 
grass does not only radiate its heat more rapidly than the walk, 
but does not derive warmth from below to compensate for the 
loss. Besides, the moisture failing upon the gravel walk is ab- 
sorbed more rapidly than the dew deposited upon plants. _ 

The composition of dew is similar in its character to that of 
rain; aud, although attributed to a modern discovery, its fertil- 
ising influence has been known to be owing in part to the ni- 
trogen it contains, certainly for more than 100 years, as Ellis, 
says in his “Modern Husbandman,” published in 1742, in dis- 
coursing on the advantages of getting heavy land into a loose 
hollow condition, that it “gives the plow share an easy en- 
trance, bringing the surly glebe into such a porous fine body, 
as obliges it to receive and lodge great quantities of the most 
fertile dressing in the world, the nitrous dews.” 

Snow is nothing more nor less than the union of a great num- 
ber of minute frozen particles of watery vapor floating in mid 
air, which collect together in their descent, and before they 
reach the surface of the earth, are converted into flakes. When 
clouds are formed at.an elevation where the temperature is be- 
low 32° I", the particles of moisture become congealed, and fall 
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downward in the form of snow or hail. It often happens, how- 
ever, that the temperature of the lower regions of the atmos- 
phere is somewhat higher than the freezing point, and the snow 
again dissolves before it reaches the earth, and accumulates 
into drops of rain. 

One of the chief uses of this substance, is, to screen the 
plants and herbage from winter’s chilling blasts; for snow, 
from its lightness, is a poor conductor of heat, which does not 
readily pass through it nor into it from any body contiguous. 
There is an old and true saying: “In northern countries, snow 
is sent by Providence as a great coat to the earth.” The great 
scene of Nature’s operations, during winter, is below the surface 
of the ground, where she is preparing the germs and roots 
about to shoot forth, elaborating juices and consolidating parts 
previous to the active vegetation of spring. Were the ground 
to be left bare, in cold climates, it would be hard frozen to a 
considerable depth ; vegetable life would either be suspended 
or destroyed, and the spring would be far advanced before the 
earth could be thawed. Hence, to prevent these ill effects, a 
soft and warm covering of snow has been provided to prevent 
the internal warmth of the earth from being dissipated, the 
offspring of the very cold which is to be guarded against, there- 
by making the evil work its own remedy. The plants being 
thus sheltered, shoot forth with renewed vigor in the spring ; 
and cherished by the genial warmth of the sun, put forth with 
increased luxuriance. 

Ammonia, and other fertilising substances, are also contained 
in snow, even when taken from the glaciers of Mont Blanc, — 
which likewise cherish vegetation by their invigorating in- 
fluence. 

The water produced from hail is similar in its composition to 
rain, this substance being produced only during violent winds, 
which carry a great deal of moisture into the colder regions of 
the atmosphere, where it becomes solidified, and is precipitated 
to the earth in the form of grains or masses of ice of greater or 
less size. It is altogether different from snow, in occurring dur- 


LIQUID MANURES. 367 


ing the hottest months of summer, and in partaking of the char- 
acter of ice, formed on the surface of the earth. 

Sea Water, Salt Springs, g&c.—The chief characteristic of 
this clsss of waters is their saltness. The density of sea water 
is about 1.0274,as compared with distilled water, and it freezes 
at 284° F.; the average amount of saline matter it contains is 
about 34 per cent. According to the analysis by Schweitzer, 
the water of the English Channel contained of 


Per cent. 
PUIO WANS: 2a. Sesicclee ob acs janetc ed teeedeokees 96.474 
CHIDTIae OF SOMME, 55, oss cas cpa oe cies dace eevee eects 2.706 
EANOFIES Of; POLASSTEN lS Se cia <t sicis wide Nare:o as aiwisa o's 0.077 
Chioride of muenesiyTy fo os ee's ve okie cide cid ciate elses 0.367 
Bromide of magnesium,...... BOE Bile JOO IO UICG. Rat oe 0.003 
Roalprbeetie Oly Manes ote ora a tooo nite e eranicele oie < oislo Miia wales 0.141 
Pulphate ofs mance ds s(cisasias\«, «ci ol pneio aa ov axon uses 0.229 
CArhouaeol HIMers son vise aeisceccee ge aneeas secs 0.003 

100.000 


In addition to the above, it may be remarked that traces of 
iodine and hydriodic acid have been detected in sea water, 
which are of no appreciable account either in agriculture or 
in the arts. 

Farmers and others residing in the vicinity of the sea, may 
avail themselves of their situations, and procure the water of 
the ocean either to mix with dung, or for applying directly to 
certain species of plants; or it may be raised by steam, horse 
-power, or wind to such a height as will allow it to flow inland 
over a level country through small open canais or earthen or 
metallic pipes to a considerable distance interior, each farmer 
or proprietor receiving a supply as it passes along. 

Sea water, when employed as a manure, is usually applied 
by sprinkling it over compost heaps containing lime, or it is 
used in slaking quicklime, in both of which cases, it greatly 
improves the fertilising effects. The principal plants to which 
it may be directly applied, without injury, are asparagus and 
lowland rice. Both of these it is well known are cultivated in 
beds or fielJ3; subject to inundations from the salt water tides. 
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In many parts of the world, salt springs abound, the waters 
of which resemble those of the ocean, and may be employed 
in their vicinity with beneficial results, when composted with 
lime and dung, or they may be applied to asparagus in a liquid 
state. Several of the waters of these springs or wells of the 
state of New York have been analysed by Professor Lewis 
Beck, of Albany, which gave the following ingredients as pub- 
lished in the “ Natural History ” of this state :— 


| CORDELIA ees ee 
x} 
a a E 
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Oxide of iron and silica, with ? 9 5 
a trace of carbonate of lime, § 0.04 | 0.0 0.04} 0.02 


Carponate) Gr iiKes si... ween 0.10; O14; 0.17) 0.18 

Sulphate of lime,........ Bue 4.93 | 5.69) 4.72). 5.25 

Chloride of magnesium,....... 0.79 | 0.46] 0.51 1.00 

Chloride of calcium,....... ... 2:03 | 0.83) 1.04) 1.40 

Chloride of sodium,........... (130.66 | 132.39 | 140.02 | 93.35 

Water, with a trace of organic ? | e = 
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Total amount in 1,000 grains Q | ~ | rey | mad 
ras. pa mae : (188.55 139.53 146.50 101.20 : 


Sewer Water—The sewers of most of our large cities re- 
ceive, besides a considerable portion of the solid and liquid 
excrements of the population, the soap suds and other waste of 
the houses, as well as the waste liquors of various kinds of 
manufactories, which could be turned to profitable account if 
collected by absorbent materials, and employed by the farm- 
ers in the vicinity to manure their fields. 

In order to show what a loss agriculture sustains by the 
present arrangement of sewerage in most of our cities and 
larger class of towns, I give below the analysis of a specimen 
of London sewer water, made by Professor Way, chemist to 
the Royal Agricultural Society of England. The liquid was 
fetid, and offensive to the smell, and of a dirty black color, 
giving off sulphureted hydrogen gas in sensible quantity. 
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The matter in suspension and that in solution were separately 
analysed. An imperial gallon contained 109 grains of sub- 
stances in solution, and 100;4ths grains of matter insoluble. 
The latter consisted partly of sand and the dust of the granite 
or other paving. The organic portion contained the cells of 
different vegetables, hair, fragments of paper, &c. The com- 
position of the liquid and solid matter, contained in an imperial 
gallon, consisted of 


Grains of Grats of 
matter soluble. matter insoluble, 

Organic matter and salts of ammonia, 57.32............ 23.00 
Sand, detritus, &c., from the streeta, 0.78............ 44,50 
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109,00 ~ 100.70 


The amount of ammonia in a soluble state was 15,}ths 
grains; that to be formed from the insoluble matter, 2$ths 
grains to an imperial gallon. Other samples of sewer water, 
analysed by the same chemist, yielded more than double the 


above-named ingredients. 
16* 
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BARNYARD MANURE—ITS MANAGEMENT. 


By the term “ barnyard or farmyard manure” is meant the 
dung of cattle and horses which is dropped or thrown into the 
barn yard, and mixed more or less with other vegetable and 
animal matter, and there allowed to remain for some time, in 
heaps or otherwise, to ferment and decompose before it is used. 
Straw, litter, and various kinds of hard, fibrous substances are 
carried out of the stables into the yards with the dung, and 
often the refuse of vegetables or animals are mixed or com- 
posted with it,as well as peat, swamp or pond muck, weeds, the 
leaves of trees, sods, loam, road scrapings, &c., &c. 

In the management of cattle and horses, at least three gen- 
eral methods appear to have been adopted, in reference to 
economy of feeding and husbanding their manure. One class 
of farmers keep them in stables, supply them with hay and roots, 
and use their straw, if they have any, for litter ; whilst another 
class consume the whole produce of hay and straw from their 
farms in feeding and maintaining their animals, causing them to 
stand on a platform, sufficiently inclined or open to allow them 
to be kept clean and dry, without any bedding of hay or straw; 
whereas, a third class allow their cattle to remain in open 
yards or sheds during a large portion or all of the year, giving 
them litter or not, according to the climate or season, and the 
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peculiar custom which in the neighborhood may prevail. The 
second method admits a greater number of cattle to be main- 
tained, and a greater quantity of real dung to be procured, than 
when a less number of well-littered stock are kept, or where 
the cattle are allowed ‘9 rest at night or other times in an open 
fold or yard. 

Food, it is well known, in its passage through the bodies of 
animals, becomes mixed with animalised matter, and conse- 
quently is more rich and more valuable, weight for weight, 
as a manure, than dung procured by littering cattle, although 
there must necessarily be much less in bulk or quantity, 
from the large proportion of the digesting food which goes 
off by breathing and insensible perspiration; beside which, 
without the utmost care, it is extremely difficult to prevent the 
urine and the valuable juices of the dung from sinking through 
the floors of cow houses and stables, or the soil of farm yards. 
Could these inconveniences be effectually provided against by a 
proper flooring of clay, clalk, or gypsum, a preference appears 
due to the comsumption of the whole of the produce by cat- 
tle, provided that attention be paid to mixing daily a sufficient 
quantity of peat or other absorbents with the dung and urine, so 
as completely to take up whatever may remain of these matters 
in a fluid state. By this process, there can be no doubt that a 
greater quantity, and a still more valuable dung may be ob- 
tained than by the other practice cf keeping a less number of 
cattle, and littering them with straw. 

These are not to be considered as theoretical statements, but 
the result of actual experiments, attentively made in Europe 
and elsewhere. The quantity of manure made in the same 
given time was much greater than if litter had been used ; and 
the manure procured was infinitely more rich and valuable, 
These experiments were not confined to the dung and urine of 
cattle, but the chamber slops of the family were carefully pre- 
served, and mixed also with a due proportion of oxygenated 
peat, which was found to produce a greater effect in dissolving 
the peat than the urine from the cattle. 
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Many farmers differ in opinion as to the propriety or the ad- 
vantages which attend using long or fresh dung, or that which 
is completely rotted. This disputed point seems capable of 
adjustment. Were the views of the farmer to promote only 
the next immediate crop of grass or grain, the dung, when ap- 
plied, should be fully and completely rotted ; but if his inten- 
tions extend to subsequent crops, or the soil be of a nature to 
receive benefit by the fermentation and heat preduced by the 
application of fresh dung, preference should undoubtedly be 
given to dung in a dong state, provided it is immediately plowed 
in, and totally covered, which is not easily accomplished with 
dung of this description. Long dung is always to be preferred 
in the culture of potatoes ; for that completely rotted frequently 
causes this crop to be watery and worm eaten. Many farmers 
only apply coarse straw or litter; whence it might be imagined, 
that the benefit arising from such an application, must be more 
dependent on the straw mechanically keeping the ground open 
or loose, than in contributing, by much if any part of its own 
substance, to the growth of the potatoes, which cannot well be 
supposed ; as the straw, in digging up the tubers, is generally 
found in an undecayed state. It is highly probable, that the 
atmospheric air contained in the intervals of the soil, thus 
made by the straw, may suffer a degree of separation, or de- 
composition in its imprisoned state, as it were, by which means 
the pure air or oxygen may combine with the straw and in. 
flammable or vegetable matter in the soil; whilst the nitrogen 
or ammonia will contribute to the growth of the plants. This 
explanation of the beneficial effects arising to vegetation by 
stagnated air, will also account for the benefit that plants of a 
certain construction of stem and leaf, and which very much 
overshadow and cover the ground, ultimately receive, by pre- 
venting a free circulation of air. The application of long or 
short dung to ground must appear too material to the practical 
farmer to be overlooked. The preference, in many cases, is 
undoubtedly te be given to such dung as has most completely 
undergone the putrefactive process. Under this head, it is 
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necessary to notice, that dung and urine newly voided, (unless 
when animals are diseased,) are not in a putrescent state. The 
time of retention in the body of animals is of too short a con- 
tinuance to allow that effect to take place. Such excrements 
are in a state advancing towards puiridity, or in a small de- 
gree only putrid ; a process which, to a certain extent, is ne- 
cessary to stimulate the intestines to discharge the feces. 

In the management of dunghills and farmyard manure, three 
things should always be kept in view, namely—the promotion 
of putrefaction, or decomposition, in order to convert the nitro- 
gen into ammonia—the prevention of the volatile parts from 
escaping into the air—and the washing away of' the fertilising 
salts contained in the manure by means of rains or melting 
snows. For, in the way a common dung heap is made, we 
have, in fact, exactly the conditions necessary to occasion the 
loss of its most valuable constituents. It is exposed to a more 
or less free current of air, which facilitates the volatilisation of 
the ammonia as it is formed; and it is exposed to the falling 
rain, which washes out the soluble salts, and what ammonia 
the winds have spared, into the adjacent soil. 

In order to promote decomposition, the situation of the dung- 
hill or barn yard should be comparatively dry, and the dung 
laid together as thick as circumstances will allow. Decompo- 
sition, however, cannot be hastened without water; but the 
quantity that unavoidably becomes mixed with it from rains, 
&c., with the natural moisture of the dung, is usually sufficient 
for the purpose. Too much water prevents that fermentation 
which carries on the process of decomposition most quickly. 
If there is any part of a dunghill saturated with water, it will 
be observed that the straw or other fibrous matter contained 
in it, for a long time after, will remain quite sound, while in 
other parts that are dry, it will be comepletely rotten. There- 
fore, to promote putrefaction, the dung should be laid thick 
together, by means of which, heat is sooner generated and the 
natural moisture is the better ear tits which Digs Spek the 


dung from being burned. . 
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When the natural moisture of the dung is exhaled, and the 
heap is afterwards covered, the heat is in danger of rising to 
such a height as to cause it to burn, which should be carefully 
guarded against ; for, when the dung is thus burned, its virtues 
are exhausted, and it is rendered thereby almost useless. Dung, 
which in this state is white and dry, in common parlance, is 
said to be “ fire-fanged.” ‘To prevent it from being reduced to 
this condition, when it is carried out of the stable or cow 
house, particularly if it contain much straw, it must not be laid 
in heaps, which causes it to dry too fast, but carefully incorpo- 
rate it in the compost heap, or spread it upon the top of the 
dunghill. This will prevent the moisture from being carried 
off by the wind, and the heat from i Dene raised to such a height 
as to burn the dung. 

In order to prevent the soluble parts of farmyard manure 
from being conveyed away, no more foreign water should be 
allowed to run into it than can be helped; and the situation 
of the dunghill or barn yard, if possible, should be high at the 
sides, with a hollow in the middle. For, when foreign water 
is suffered to run into a dunghill, the fermentation is not only 
checked, but, it is often necessary to allow the water a passage 
from it, and much of the soluble parts of the manure is car- 
ried away. When the bottom of the yard is quite level, or 
consists of an inclined plain, the rain, which sometimes falls 
in heavy showers, easily finds its way off. This, it is obvious, 
is prevented by making the site of the dunghill or barn yard 
high at the edges, with a hollow in the middle. The bottom of 
this basin, let it be remembered, must be impervious to wet. 

An excellent way to prevent the volatile parts of the dung 
from being exhaled by the sun, or carried off by the wind, is, 
to cover the heap with a layer of tenacious clay, loam, marl, 
peat, swamp or pond muck, mixed more or less with gypsum 
or powdered charcoal, which will “ fix” the ammonia produced 
by the nitrogen present in the manure, and thereby prevent 
its escape. When thus covered, fermentation, or decomposi- 
tion, will progress more slowly and more uniformly, and con- 
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sequently the ammonia will be more gradually evolved and 
retained. 

Another method which has been recommended, and prac- 
tised to a limited extent, is, to preserve the manure under cover 
by erecting a roof over the barn yard or dung pit, which, it 
must be conceded, would retain the natural moisture in the 
manure, promote decomposition, and prevent loss from exhala- 
tion from the wind or sun, and from the washings of rains. 
But this method is so expensive that only a few will adopt it, 
unless the benefits are more obvious than the assertions of those 
who recommend it. And besides the expense, it must likewise 
be attended with more or less inconvenience ; for instance, in 
some situations, it would be difficult to prevent too much water 
from running into the pit, and quite as difficult to carry out the 
dung. 

In all cases, however, where this plan is adopted, the dung 
pit or barn yard should have a firm water-proof bottom, roofed 
over sufficiently to ward off the sun, rain, and snows, and be 
amply ventilated at the sides, in order to afford fresh air to the 
stock. For, it has been found by experiments, that, animals 
thrive quite as well under cover, thus ventilated, resting on 
their own excrement, muck, straw, &c., as when confined -in a 
yard or fold in the open air. 

The size and construction of a “ stercorary,” or covered barn 
yard, may vary, according to the number of cattle it is to con- 
tain, and the taste and means of the owner. Asa general rule, 
the space allotted to each animal should not contain less than 
70 square feet, with a bed of litter and muck 3 feet deep. The 
plan I would prefer to adopt is shown by figs. 19 and 20, be- 
ing 20 feet wide, and allowing 7 feet in length for each pair of 
animals. First, a pit may be dug, 20 feet wide, varying in 
length, according to the number of the herd, and from 2 feet 
to 24 feet deep, the bottom of which may be covered with 
small stones, laid in mortar or cement, similar to those used 
in paving streets. Next, a row of posts, 10 or 12 feet long and 
8 inches in diameter, may be set in the ground, 10 feet apart, 
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on each side of the pit, with their top ends rising 8 feet above 
the pavement, or about 6 feet above the surface of the ground, 
for the purpose of supporting the roof. Then, a water-tight 
wall or curb may be constructed entirely around the sides and 
ends of the pit, formed of masonry or wood work, rising about 
3 feet above the pavement, or 1 foot above the ground, with the 
exception of the gateways, which should be left a little higher 
than the surface, in order to admit the free passage of animals 
and carts. To the top of each row of posts, there should be 
spiked or framed, a plate of wood, 6 by 8 inches, just 20 feet 
apart, from outside to outside, for supporting the ends of the 


Fie. 19. 
rafters. The pitch of the roof may be 7 feet, requiring rafters 
4 by 6 inches, and 124 feet in length, a pair of which should 
be spiked to the plates, once in every 10 feet. To the top 
of the rafters, there should be confined a ridge pole, 3 by 3 
inches; and one small purlin on each side of the roof. -The 
latter may be covered with rough boards, 13 feet in length, with 
their ends projecting 6 inches at the eaves, and the cracks cov- 
ered with battens 3 inches in width. The gable ends should 
also be covered with boards, which may be perforated with 
holes for the passage of pigeons into and out of cotes built 
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for their use. The roof should likewise be provided with sad- 
dle boards on the top, weather boards at the gable ends, and 
gutters at the eaves, for the better security of the manure from 
washing by rains. ‘ 

At each end of the stercorary, there should be a gate suf- 
ficiently wide to admit the passage of a cart load of muck or 
manure; and around the remainder of the ends and the sides, 
narrow strips of plank or rails should be nailed to the posts, 
so as to form a substantial barrier, or fence, in order to keep 
the cattle within. The whole building may be covered with 
coal tar, paint, or any other material; or it may be otherwise 
preserved and ornamented, in such a manner as the caprice or 
ingenuity of the owner may invent or devise. 


On the sunny side of the stercorary, about 5 feet from the 
posts, fruit trees may be planted, which will not only prove or- 
namental, but afford both fruit and shade. 

If the system of soiling, or stall-feeding, is wished to be pur- 
sued, racks and mangers can be constructed at the sides of the 
inclosure, and the cattle can be confined the principal part of 
the day, as well as at night, and thus effect a saving of almost 
a double quantity of manure. The pit, when empty, should be 
filled with dried peat, muck, or swamp mud, and littered with 
straw, refuse hay, weeds, or fallen leaves. As these substances 
become decomposed and mixed with the urine and excrement 
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of the animals, more may be added, from time to time, in a dry 
or pulverised state, with occasionally a sprinkling of powdered 
plaster, or charcoal dust, but never of wood ashes nor caustic lime. 

Those who are unable to incur the expense of a stercorary 
like the foregoing, can form a pit 3 feet deep with a dry bot- 
tom, which may be covered by a roof of rough poles, supported 
by posts set in the ground, thatched with straw, refuse hay, 
corn stalks, or the boughs of trees. 

With proper management, in the course of a year, if kept un- 
der cover, a consolidated mass of manure, 3 or 4 feet in thickness, 
may be accumulated, which will cut out like a good dung heap, 
and be fit to apply to the land at once; whereas, in open yards, 
a great proportion of the fertilising salts wash out by rains, 
and evaporate by the sun. There is economy and comfort, also, 
in keeping everything dry ; and besides, it does away with the 
necessity of removing the manure into heaps, and the expense 
of water carts and tanks; for the liquid portions of the manure 
are just sufficient to moisten and decompose the muck, straw, 
weeds, and other absorbent materials, with which they are 
mixed. By this means, the whole of the excrement may be 
applied to the land, and experience has shown that the crops 
will grow better than when the manure has been washed. 


CHIP DUNG—SCRAPINGS OF BACK YARDS. 


In many parts of the country, where wood is much used as 
fuel, fragments of bark, chips, saw dust, &c., accumulate in 
considerable quantities, and, while undergoing the process of 
decomposition, absorb or become mixed with more or less ni- 
trogen and other fertilising matter, and form an excellent ma- 
nure for all kinds of soil. 

In some parts of New England, this substance and the 
scrapings of back yards are collected and applied in the hill for 
manuring the white bean. It is also used as a top-dressing for 
old grass lands, at the rate of 2,000 to 3,000 bushels to the acre, 
for which it answers an admirable purpose. 
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LOAM, ROAD SCRAPINGS, GARDEN RUBBISH, ETO. 


Tue ditches and hollows along road sides, as well as those in 
the neighborhood of farm buildings, and the holes and hollows 
at the foot of hills are generally partially or entirely filled with 
rich loam, which will amply compensate the farmer, if he will 
cart it to his barn or pig yards, where it will soon become 
mixed with the urine and dung of the animals, and thereby 
form an excellent manure for almost all kind of crops. 

Road scrapings, also, which consist of the dung dropped by 
horses and teams in the high ways, and washed into the ditches 
and hollows by rains and melted snows, as well as the leaves 
and rubbish scraped out of the paths or alleys of gardens, and 
the sods or turf of road sides, or the corners of fields are ex- 
cellent materials for making composts; and if they are rich 
in animal or vegetable matter, they may be collected into 
heaps, allowed to ferment and rot, and applied as a top-dress- 
ing to grass lands, at the rate of 3,000 bushels to an acre. 


MUD. 


Mop is a well-known black or dark-colored sediment, found 
at the bottom of ponds, rivers, ditches, and sunken places, and 
differs from “ muck,” (which is understood to mean a mass of 
decaying or putrified matter in a moist state,) in consisting 
chiefly of a fine vegetable mould, mixed with the substance of 
perished vegetables; and, therefore, contains much of the 
natural food of plants. There are several varieties of mud, 
which may be classified and described as follows :— 

Dock Mud—The richest mud, perhaps, that can be found, is. 
thiat which is taken from docks, and from the sides of wharves 
in cities and populous towns. * For it has been gfeatly enriched 
by the scouring of foul streets, and from common sewers, as 
well as from an unknown quantity of animal and vegetable. 
substances, accidentally or intentionally thrown into the places 
where it is found. 
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When newly taken out, this mud may be spread upon grass 
lands as a top-dressing, at the rate of 2,000 bushels to an acre; 
but if it is to be plowed into the soil, it should first lie exposed 
to the frost of one winter, or it may be worked over by the an- 
imals in the barn or pig yards a fewe weeks before it is used. 
This will destroy its tenacity, and reduce 1: to a fine powder, 
after which, it may be spread or applied like ashes. But if it 
be plowed into the soil before it has been mellowed by frost, 
it will often remain in lumps or clods for some months, and 
consequently be of little advantage to the crops. 

River and Pond Mud.—In ponds and rivers, the mud, or sedi- 
ment, is often made up of fine dust, together with a rich vari- 
ety of other substances which have been wafted in the air, and 
have fallen into the water, and with the most. subtile particles 
of the neighboring soils that have been washed down into 
them by rains. The mud supposed to be the richest is that 
which is at or near the margins, and which has been alter- 
nately flooded and fermented in consequence of, the rise and 
fall of the waters. 

In rivers, brooks, and in lung ditches, which have currents, 
there is a greater proportion of soil m the mud which has 
been brought down from the soft mellow lands adjacent; and 
in some cases from beds of marl that are often found on the 
banks of rivers, and which easily dissolve, and are washed 
away by rains. 

Some ponds are partially or totally dried up at certain sea- 
sons of the year, and most ponds and rivers are so diminished 
in hot, dry summers by copious evaporation as to leave. part 
of their beds uncovered, which are generally found to contain 
a rich mud, extending in some cases to a considerable depth, 
especially where there has been no rapid current to carry it 
away. This Mud, although taken from fresh water, has often 
been found to be a valuable manure, especially for dry sandy 
and gravelly soils. A sample of mud, however, taken from a 
pond by Col. Robert W. Williams, of Tallahasse, in Florida, 
from which the water ha! been evaporated, and analysed by 
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Dr..Thomas Antisell, of New York, gave the following re- 
sults :— 


Per cent. 
IMOISGUNON es 58.4 os ats Rac aiaves nas acide cis batnicltine eects 6.75 
MP OMAISLO TOUAOE 5 3 'nsiaina cw Rnbie them cic digas sae Wek 17.15 
Silica-and fine white sandy... o's. 000. oo obs ob ve Cueee 66.40 
ALUMINA, 5 sisters sa < saieerna’ sleet oueae Senha ie ee 7.75 
Garhonate OF ING, «if ite Sealis ecw ncath Rages 0.93 
DI AEMICS Macias cfetsioralste.c Bie ewe euictd slatetare aka savelei ciliate stators foie 0.53 


Saline matter, soluble in ae as common salt and 0.49 
sulphate of TAG, asic divwnre ees Mita echoes <wiaseemat 


100,00 ra 


When dry, this mud consisted of a dark-colored substance, 
readily crumbling under the finger, and containing a small 
quantity of undecomposed rootlets scattered throughout. Not- 
withstanding 2ds of its weight were composed of fine white 
silicious sand, darkened by vegetable matter, it is stated by 
‘Col. Williams that he has used it with considerable advantage 
‘as an absorbent in his cattle yards and pens, and also as a 
foundation to his compost heaps. It derives its fertilising prin- 
ciples from the vegetable and some other matters of value, 
which amount in the aggregate to about 19 per cent. It would 
otherwise be serviceable to stiff clayey lands in rendering them 
more porous, but to light sandy soils in which silica abounds, 
it would be of no avail. 

The mud from frog ponds, or “sink holes,” as they are some- 
times called, which have no visible outlets, is oftentimes very 
rich in fertilising salts, derived from the excrement and exuviee 
of the frogs and other reptiles that have been bred, lived, and - 
died in these places. 

When a dry autumn happens, the prudent farmer will be in- 
dustrious in carting the mud from these evaporated ponds or 
other sunken places on his farm, and lay it upon his light soils, 
more especially upon high gravelly knolls. But the best 
method of managing all sorts of mud, were it not for increasing 
the labor, would be to bring it to the farm and pig yards, and 
let it be thoroughly mixed with the dung and urine of the ani- 
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‘mals. When thus managed, the compost is excellent, and is 
adapted to almost every class of soils, though best for light 
ones. Perhaps the advantage of it would be sufficiently great 
to pay for the increased expense of twice carting; for it will 
absorb the urine of the cattle, and retain it better than straw 
or refuse hay. 

‘Salt-Marsh and Sea Mud.—But with respect to using mud as 
a manure, the maritime farmers have the advantage over all 
others. For the sea ooze, or slimy matter, which occurs on the 
flats or in the creeks and harbors along the sea shore, possesses 
most, if not all, the virtues of fresh-water mud, with the addi- 
tion of the common salt it contains, which is one of the most 
important ingredients in the best of manures. It abounds, also, 
more than any other mud, perhaps, with putrid animal sub- 
stances, some of which are contained in the sea itself ; and in- 
numerable are the fishes and fowls that have perished upon 
these flats, from time immemorial, and the component parts of 
their remains have been sealed down by the supervenient slime. 

Mud taken from flats and the borders of creeks, where there 
are an abundance of shell fish, or even where they have for- 
merly lived, is better for manure than that which appears to be 
more unmixed. The fragments or remains that exist among 
it are a valuable part of its composition ; and if it abound 
much in mussels or shells, it becomes a general manure, fit to 
be applied to almost every kind of soil. 

The mud, also, taken from the ditches in salt marshes, as 
well as that cut or excavated from the marsh itself, are other 
sources from which the farmer often times can obtain an abun- 
dance of materials for fertilising his land. Salt mud, of all 
kinds, may be taken up at any scason of the year, and if it 
does not contain much vegetable remains, it may be employed 
as a top-dressing for grass lands, at once, without any further 
preparation; but if it is to be applied to tillage or hoed crops, 
it should be composted in the farm yards, or exposed for one 
winter to the action of frost. The quantity to be appropriated 
to an acre may vary from 2,000 to 3,000 bushels. If it contain 
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much vegetable matter, it may be composted with quicklime, 
and applied to the soil or to the crops after an interval of a few 
weeks, or as soon as it is sufficiently decomposed. 


PIGYARD MANURE. 


In the construction of a piggery, three important requisites 
are to be observed, namely, convenience, cleanliness, and econ- 
omy or facility of making manure. In the selection of a site 
for such an establishment, it should be located, if possible, on 
a gentle declivity, in order that one side of the yard may be 
kept free from moisture or excess of water from rains or melt- 
ing snows. On the lower side of the yard, a shed may be 
erected for a day sty, or “eating house,” facing a northerly 
point of the horizon, with the roof sloping towards the south, 
so that the rain may not run into the yard among the manure ; 
and directly opposite, on the other side of the yard, another 
shed may be built, facing the south, for a night sty, or “lodging 
house,” with the roof leaned back from the yard towards the 
north, in order to prevent the rain, as much as possible, from 
running into the manure. 

The yard should be well paved, so that nothing can soak into 
the ground, in order that the dung, urine, and water from the 
clouds may mix with whatever may be thrown in, and would 
thus form one grand slope, the lower side and ends of which 
should have a tight wall or barrier, to prevent the loss of ma- 
nure from the washing of rains, &c. 

Thus, in fig. 21 and fig. 22, A, A, denote the “ lodging house,” 
12 feet by 20 feet; s, s, &c., the sleeping apartments, 5 feet by 
5 feet each; d, a door leading into the walk, or passage way h, 
through which a person can enter to examine the hogs, change 
their litter, &c.; e, a door for the egress of the hogs from their 
lodgings into the pasture, eating apartment, or yard; c, a 
wooden platform, or bridge, leading from the more elevated 
ground into the “eating house,” for the convenience of carry- 
ing in food; d, a door leading into the walk, or passage way h, 
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communicating with the spouts of the troughs; 4% 7, &c., the 
troughs, near which is a grated or latticed floor, sufficiently 
open to be kept dry, sweet, and clean, and allowing all the ex- 
crement and filth to fall into the yard beneath; e, a door for 
the egress of the hogs from their eating apartment into the 
pasture, lodging apartments, or yard, over a bridge or inclined 


plane, to the more elevated ground; y, the yard, with a paved 
bottom sloping from the lodging house to the wall w, under the 
lower side of the eating house ; P, a pasture, orchard, or pad- 
dock, communicating with the eating and lodging apartments, 
or with the yard. 

Eins aaa e 


Hie; 22. 


Whatever be the mode of construction of the sty, it should 
have one part close and warm, with a tight roof over it; and 
the other part, containing their troughs, more or less open to 
let in the light and air; for swine will not bear to be wholly 
excluded from the weather and sunshine; and it is equally 
hurtful to them to be constantly exposed to the wet and cold, 
as well as to the intense heat from the sun. They should be 
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allowed to run at large in a pasture, paddock, or orchard dur- 
ing a portion of the year. ‘T’o prepare a pasture for them, let 
the ground be broken up, tilled, and manured, and then laid 
down with clover. For swine are more fond of this grass than 
of any other. Let the quantity of land be so proportioned to 
the number of hogs, that they may keep the grass from run- 
ning to seed. For this will prevent waste; and the shorter the 
feed, the sweeter the herbage, and*the more tender and agree- 
able to their taste. One acre of rich land is considered suffi- 
cient to support 20 or more swine through the summer, say 
from the first of May till the last of October. 

It should also be remembered, that the vasturing with swine 
will enrich the Jand more than by pasturing or soiling with 
other stock, and by this means, the profit of the farmer will be 
increased. When it can with convenience be so ordered, it 
is an excellent plan to make a hog pasture of an orchard. For, 
the shade of the trees will be very grateful and comfortable 
to them in summer ; their dung is allowed to be one of the best 
of manures for the apple; and besides, they will keep the 
ground around the roots very light and loose, and they will 
destroy many insects that infest the trees or their fruit. It will 
also be of great advantage to a hog pasture to have plenty of 
water in it during the summer; and that which is running 
is best, as it will afford the swine the most wholesome drink 
and at the same time will serve as well as any other for them 
to wallow in; and it will keep them clean, which is no small 
advantage. But the most dirty puddle is better than none, as 
they can cool themselves in it in hot weather, which is very 
wxefreshing to them, and conducive to health. 

A piggery constructed according to the foregoing plan will 
form a safe and economical receptacle for the dung and urine 
of the animals, together with whatever may be thrown in 
among them. The refuse of the garden, or other waste matter, 
as bean stalks, the cods of beans and peas, weeds, dried plants, 
as well as dried peat, swamp or pond muck, loam, and other 


earthy materials, thrown in from time to time, will please the 
17 
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hogs, which they will work over, and produce a quantity of 
manure many times greater than naturally would be made 
from the same number of swine. This may be cleared away 
as often as may be necessary, and used as an excellent dress- 
ing for the land, as there may be occasion, throwing in fresh 
matter in return. 


SEWERAGE. 


Tue nature and properties of this substance are similar to 
DOCK MUD, described in a preceding page. 


STREET MANURE. 


Tus consists of a mixture of animal, vegetable and earthy 
matters, accumulated from the dung and urine of horses and 
other animals, the débris cf the pave stones, the rubbish of old 
buildings, the garbage and sweepings of dwellings, stores, 
warehouses, soot, coal ashes, &c., &c. Therefore, it necessarily 
must vary in its fertilising ingredients according to the part of 
the city or town from which it is taken, and the circumstances 
under which it is accumulated. 

The manure, for instance, collected in the lower part of the 
city of New York, where the streets have been paved for a 
‘number of years, and where the manure is derived principally 
from the excrement of horses, the sweepings of stores and 
warehouses, the ashes and scot of coal, and the fine-worn par- 
ticles of the pave is far richer in fertilising ingredients than 
that taken from the more recently graded streets in the upper 
parts of the same city, where it often consists of little else 
than fine particles of common earth or ordinary sand, that had 
been employed in grading the streets. 

Street manure is often used to lighten stiff lands, but it is 
found to have excellent effects on. the loamy and sandy soils 
of Long Island, when applied at the rate of 10 to 20 cords to 
an acre, and appears to be fitted for almost any kind of field 
or garden crop. It may be employed as a top-dressing, or may 
be buried in the soil. 


SPECIAL MANURES. 
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SPECIAL MANURES—THEIR RATIONALE AND APPLICATION. 


Y the term “special manures,” is meant those substances, 
which, when applied to a soil, tend to promote the growth and 
perfection of plants, in supplying them with such nutriment as 
that soil may be deficient, and, on the removal of crops, or ro- 
tation of crops, to leave it in the same normal state of fertility 
as it was previous to the application of the manure or the sow- 
ing of the seed. 

It has long been known that plants, besides the organic mat- 
ter of which their bulk is composed, contain a small per-cent- 
age of mineral matter, that remains as an ash when the veg- 
etable part of the plant is burned. From the constant and 
universal existence of this mineral matter in all plants, it is 
now conceded by all intelligent agriculturists, that it is essen- 
tial to their growth, and has convinced them of the truth of the 
following axiom :— 

That the theory of manures consists in applying to the soil those 
inorganic constituents which are contained in the ashes of the plants 
intended to be cultivated; and that nitrogen or nitrogenous subsian- 
ces, in the form of nitrates or ammonia and its salts, is indispensable 
to insure permanent fertility, assimilation, and perfect growth. 

For, careful experiments have demonstrated the fact, that, 
whilst different plants, and even the several parts of the same 
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plant, afford, when burned, variable proportions of ash, in the 

same parts of the same species, the quantity of ash does not 

vary to any extent, or at all events, that the difference is by no. 
means.so great as that occurring in different plants or other 

parts of the same plant. Thus, for instance, in two samples of 

wheat, the quantity of ash yielded by the straw, the grain, and 

the chaff of each might be somewhat dissimilar, but the differ- 

ences would be trifling as compared with those which would 

be found to exist between the ash of these parts in wheat and 

that of the corresponding parts of barley. 

Furthermore, not only has the quantity of inorganic matter 
been found to be nearly constant in the same plant, but its 
quality, or chemical composition, although widely varying in 
different plants, has been proved to be exceedingly similar for 
the same part of the same species of plants. . 

The ashes of all our cultivated crops always contain the fol- 
lowing chemical ingredients :-— 

Silica, 

Phosphoric acid, 
Sulphuric acid, 
Lime, 

Magnesia, 

Oxide of iron, 
Potash, 

Soda, 

Chlorine. : 

In addition to the above-named substances, the ashes of plants 
frequently contain carbonic acid united with bases, sometimes 
the oxide of manganese, and according to some authors, alu- 
mina; but on the latter point, chemists do not agree. It is cer- 
tain that the substances stated to be alumina by the older an- 
alysts, and found in the course of their analyses of the ashes 
of plants, was in reality nothing but the phosphate of lime. 

The opinion that potash, in many cases soda, lime, magnesia, 
pnosphoric acid, sulphuric acid, iron, and alkaline silicates are 
ingredients of a fertile soil, when applied for the production 
of the cereals, or that these substances, alone, with certain con- 
stituents, which exist more or less abundantly in the atmos- 
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phere, constitute the food of plants, and are as essential to them 
as bread and meat is to man, or hay and grain to horses, is not 
the expression of a mere theory, but of a natural law, or uni- 
versal fact. Jor, to such persons as thoroughly understand the 
scope and bearing of such a law of nature, another indisputable 
axiom is apparent as a matter of course: 

That a man must be reduced to poverty, who consumes his capital 
instead of the interest, which coincides with the familiar truth, 
that “a purse of money becomes empty when the money is 
taken out of it, and not returned.” Plants, therefore, must ob- 
tain from a soil, or the manures applied to it, as well as from 
the atmosphere, a certain number of elements, if they are to 
be developed and to thrive upon that soil. 

The volatile parts of plants thrown off. by combustion or de- 


ous -! 
composition consist of 
Carbon, 


? Hydrogen, 
Oxygen, 
Nitrogen, 
Phosphorus, 
Waiter. 

Their carbon is probably derived from the atmosphere, which 
always contains carbonic acid; from water, which reaches the 
plant in the form of rain, dew, frost, snow, &c., as, in their de- 
scent from the clouds to the earth, the rain drops and snow 
flakes always brings down portions of the carbonic acid of 
the atmosphere ; from the seed after it is sown, which also con- 
tains carbon in itself; and lastly, from the soil and manure 
in which it is grown, in the form of carbonate of lime, mag- 
nesia, and the alkalies—in the form of decaying vegetable and 
animal matter, as well as of free carbonic acid. 

The hydrogen of plants is probably derived from the atmos- 
phere, which always contains more or less watery vapor ; from 
water, which is conveyed to the plants in numerous ways; from 
the seed, after it is sown, which contains hydrogen in itself ; 
and from the soil and manure, which contain many minerals 
that hold water of crystallisation or in a state of chemical com- 
bination. . 
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The oxygen of plants is probably derived from the atmos- 
phere, in a free state, in combination with carbon, as carbonic 
acid, and in combination with hydrogen, as water; from water; 
from the seed after sowing; and from the soil and manure in 
which they grow. 

The nitrogen of the plants 1s probably derived from the at- 
mosphere, which contains it in a free state, as well as a small 
proportion of the carbonate of ammonia; from water, which 
always contains more or less both of carbonate and nitrate of 
ammonia, derived from the atmosphere; from the seed after it 
is sown; and from the soil and manure, which often, if not al- 
ways, contain ammonia, that they have absorbed from the 
atmosphere, and also ammonia, which has been derived from 
decomposition of nitrogenous substances, as the breath, efflu- 
via, and excrements of animals, as well as other decaying veg- 
etable and animal remains, which are more or less dispersed 
over the surface of the globe. 

The sulphur and phosphorus of the plants are also probably 
derived from the atmosphere, which contains traces of sul phur- 
eted and phosphoreted hydrogen; from water, which indi- 
rectly supplies sulphur, by decomposing the sulphurets of the 
metals; from the seed after sowing, which also contains both 
sulphur and phosphorus; and lastly, from the soil and ma- 
nures, Which usually, if not always, contain sulphur in the 
form of sulphates and sulphurets, and phosphorus, in the form 
of phosphates. 

The amount of inorganic matter, in pounds and hundredths 
of a pound, removed from the soil of an acre by the staple 
crops of the United States, is denoted in the following tables, 
deduced principally from the labors of Professors Way and 
Ogston, of the Royal Agricultural Society of England, Mr. 
John C. Morton, editor of the London “ Agricultural Gazette,” 
and of the “Cyclopedia of Agriculture,’ Professor J. F. W. 
Johnston, of England, Professor Emmons, in the “ Natural His- 
tory of the State of New York,” and of Professor Shephard, of 
the University of South Carolina -— 
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From an inspection of the preceding tables, it will be obvi- 
ous why it is that so much manure is required for the growth 
of some of our cultivated plants, a heavy crop of potatoes, for 
instance, by which the alkaline and earthy bases, as well as 
phosphoric and sulphuric acids, are largely abstracted from the 
soil, and which, it is evident, must be replaced, if the land is 
to be retained in its fertility. In a like manner, these tables 
may be made serviceable to the farmer by showing him how 
many pounds of inorganic or mineral matter has been drawn 
from an acre of land by each crop cultivated upon it. He 
should not rest satisfied, however, with calculations made on 
average crops, but apply them to individual cases on his own 
farm. 

In order to make an economical and judicious use of manure, 
as especially applied to crops, three things are requisite to be 
known: 

1. The amount of inorganic or mineral ingredients abstracted 
from an acre by an average yield of the class of plants designed 
to be grown, as determined by chemical analysis 

2. Accurate analyses to be made of the soil and subsoil, tak- 
en from several parts of the field on which the crop is to be 
planted or sown, so that one may be enabled to determine in 
what ingredients the soil is deficient, and what quantity of such 
ingredients is necessary to be added, in the form of a manure, 
to produce an average yield of the crop or rotation of crops 
intended to be cultivated. 

38. The amount of fertilising matter contained in a given 
quantity of the class of manures purposed to be employed, 
determined by chemical analysis, and the quantity of such 
manure that experience has pointed out as producing the most 
economical and satisfactory results. 

It must always be borne in mind, however, that the replace- 
ment of mineral food, in the form of manure, must not be made 
exactly in the form and quantity of the ingredients expressed 
in the analysis. For, in the present state of science, it would 
be premature to specify the exact manner in which the alkalics 
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and acids are combined in the plant. In the statements in the 
tables deduced from chemical analysis, they are given sepa- 
rately, though they never so exist in the natural state of the 
crops. Hence, the chemistry of Nature and of art are so differ- 
ent, that a relationship can hardly be said to exist between 
them; and in the processes of combustion and decomposition, 
Nature holds in scorn the attempts of man to follow her steps 
by his utmost investigations, into the operations of the grand 
laboratory of the universe. It has been said that the highest 
excellence of art is to imitate the beautiful productions of Na- 
ture; but the chemist can only watch and slowly understand 
the wonderful modes of her operations ; he can reduce the 
materials, but not combine them; and after the most minute 
investigations, he remains comparatively in ignorance of the 
wondrous powers and means by which the vast variety of or- 
ganic substances is produced. Recombination of the elements 
exceeds the power of short-sighted man. Sugar, for instance, 
is a combination of charcoal and water, but the chemist cannot 
form sugar from these elements, because he is unable to com- 
mand the circumstances under which the materials come into 
contact in the growth and maturity of the sugar cane. 

Again, in examining the ash of different samples of wheat, 
we find that there is an entire absence of some substances, or 
that there are deviations in the proportions of the several in- 
gredients, which, although they do not destroy the principle of 
uniformity of composition upon which the whole interest of the 
subject depends, but tend very materially to interfere with its 
simplicity. If wheat, then, requires certain inorganic or min- 
eral substances for its growth and perfection, why, it may be 
asked, should it not always take up these bodies in the same 
proportion and to the same amount? Why should one sample 
of wheat give an ash containing 40, and another an ash con- 
taining 50 per cent. of phosphoric acid? Why should the pot- 
ash differ in two samples from 27 to 37 per cent.? One, cer- 
tainly, would not expect to find such an amount of difference 
in the composition of the ash of the same kind of plants; or, at 
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all events, he would naturally have looked for some evident 
connection between the mineral inatter and the variety of the 
particular sample, which would appear, in the case of wheat 
grain, to be absolutely without influence on the composition 
of the ash. 

On the other hand, the character of the soil does not much 
affect the compositon of the ash; that is to say, the predomi- 
nance of any particular substance in the soil does not cause it 
to be present in greater amount in the ash. In one sample, for 
instance, grown on magnesian limestone, the quantity of mag- 
nesia will be but a very little above the average, and by no 
means so great as in several other specimens. Nor does the 
ash of samples of wheat grown on chalk contain more lime 
than when it has been the produce of a clayey or sandy soil. 
It is a curious fact, too, that the larger the crop in any instance, 
the smaller, in general, is the per-centage of ash in the grain. 

In assigning a cause for this want of correspondence in the 
composition of the ash of the same kind of plants, the follow- 
ing arguments have been offered as affording a clue to it:— 
“The grain of wheat is not homogeneous, but consists of two 
mechanically distinct parts—the skin, or bran, and the flour; 
and these two,.again, are not themselves elementary vegetable 
principles—the flour contains starch and gluten, sugar and 
gum—the bran, woody fibre and nitrogenised bodies allied to 
gluten. Now, it is quite possible that each one of these bodies 
has an ash peculiar to itself, both in quantity and composition ; 
and accordingly, as they exist, to a greater or less extent in the 
grain, so will its mineral composition differ. As the bran con- 
tains more mineral matter than the fiour, a thick-skinned wheat 
will give a greater quantity of ash than one having less bran, 
And again, if gluten and starch have a different mineral con- 
stitution, the flour of two wheats will be influenced in respect 
to its ash by the relative proportion of gluten and starch which 
it contains.” 

Thus it will be seen that we are comparatively in the dark 
as to the best form in which to present the inorganic constit- 
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uents of a plant as food to that plant; and to what extent that 
food must be modified to meet the continued warmth of the sun 
of the south, or of the cold short summers of the north, as 
well as the great local diffé-snces in the quantity of rain, or 
in the variations in our soil. It is obvious that the same ma- 
nure will not be equally adapted, as to quantity and the mode 
of applying it, to Louisiana and Texas and to Canada and New 
England ; for a difference certainly must be made in the sol- 
ubility and stimulating nature of the ingredients of a manure 
intended to be used in each of these sections. And lastly, we 
are in want of more minute information—more actual and 
well-tried experiments—than we at present possess, as to the 
influence of special manures upon the nature of the constit- 
uents of all our cultivated plants. It isto be regretted, therefore» 
that the limited knowledge I have at my disposal prevents me 
from entering into the subject at length ; but all that I can do 
for the present, is, to offer the following remarks and formule, 
or recipes, as applicable to several of our staple crops, some 
of which are based upon strictly scientific principles, while 
others have been derived from experience, or have proved sat- 
isfactory in their results, without the aid of modern science or 
speciality of design :— 


METHODS OF SUPPLYING THE INGREDIENTS TO THE LAND 
FOR THE FOOD OF A WHEAT CROP. 


From the investigations of Professors Way and Ogston, of 
the Royal Agricultural Society of England, it seems that silica, 
the first-named substance in the tables, constitutes, on an aver- 
age, out of 28 samples of wheat, only 38,ths per cent. of ash, 
varying between the limits of 1,3,ths and 9,4';ths per cent. 

Phosphoric acid, the next body in the tables, is certainly the 
most important of all the mineral ingredients of wheat, both 
on account of the large proportion of it which exists in the 
ash, and tie very limited extent to which it usually is present 
in soils. The ash of the grain of wheat contains a quantity _ 
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of this substance, varying between 35 and 50 per cent. of its 
weight. The largest amount removed in any crop examined 
by the chemists before mentioned, was 22 lbs., 5 oz. 

Sulphuric acid is generally present in the ash of wheat, 
though in small proportion. It does not exceed in any in- 
stance 2 per cent., and is usually much less than this, the mean 
quantity in the ash of the grain being 4,ths of 1 per cent. 
and the largest amount removed by an acre of wheat only 
about 4 lb. 

Carbonic acid is an ingredient of the ashes of many plants; 
but in the composition of the ashes of the grain of wheat, it is 
seldom met with. The presence of this acid in an ash indi- 
cates the existence of organic acids combined with lime, &c., 
in the plant. 

Lime is the next ingredient under consideration. The mean 
quantity in the ash of the grain of wheat is 3;54ths per cent. 


- varying between 14 and 8 percent. The largest amount re- 


moved from an acre was rather more than 34 lbs. 

Magnesia is a highly important constituent in the ash of the 
grain of wheat, varying between 9 and 14 percent. The larg- 
est quantity of this substance in any crop examined was 6 lbs., 
13 oz. to an acre. 

Per-oxide of iron exists to a small extent in the ash of the 
grain of wheat, its quantity varying between ith of 1 per cent. 
and 34 per cent. The average proportion is ;4),ths of 1 per 
cent., and the largest amount removed from an acre by the 
grain, 1 Ib., 6 oz. 

Next to phosphoric acid, is potash, the most considerable and 
important of all the substances which exist in the ash of wheat. 
In quantity, it varies between 27 and 37 per cent., the méan 
of 26 samples being 31,3,,ths percent. The largest quantity 
removed by the grain of an acre was 14 lbs. 

Soda is an alkali scarcely ever entirely absent from wheat, 
but present only in small quantity. When compared with 
potash, it usually varies between 1 and 5 per cent., but in one 
instance, it reached as high as 9 per cent. 
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With regard to the conjecture that one alkali may be substituted 
for another, such an opinion certainly cannot be substantiated by 
facts. At all events, it does not appear to be of usual occurrence. 
If it be indifferent to the plant, whether the alkali furnished it 
be potash, why should the quantity of the latter seldom ex- 
ceed jth part of the former? Again, in guano, we always have 
an abundance of chloride of sodium, (common salt,) and other 
salts of soda, and yet, in cases where guano has been applied 
as a manure for wheat, the proportion of soda did not exceed 
the mean, which is 2,13ths per cent. 

Chlorine, in combination with sodium, (as common salt,) was 
found by Professors Way and Ogston to be present only in 
some two or three instances, and then in very minute quantity ; 
and it is remarkable that, in the cases where it occurred, an un- | 
usually large proportion of oxide of iron was also present, as 
if the same circumstances had led to the peculiarity in both 
intances. 

The absence of soda in any quantity, either as soda or as 
common salt, both from the grain and straw, would seem in- 
compatible with the belief that common salt is a natural ma- 
nure for wheat; or rather, perhaps, it might be adduced as an 
argument in favor of the theory which supposes the existence 
of two distinct classes of manures—one serving as the food of 
plants—the other assisting in preparing that food, or in effect- 
ing some other desirable object in the amelioration of the soil. 
In the first of these suppositions, common salt certainly can 
have but little or no influence at all on wheat—it cannot serve 
as food for the crop, because it is not required ; and the little 
soda existing in the ash, if essential, is always abundantly sup- 
plied by the soil. Common salt probably owes its efficacy in 
part to the power which it possesses of absorbing and retain- 
ing moisture—a tendency which would insure a certain, though 
small supply of moisture to the roots in the dryest seasons. It 
is also poisonous to the wire worm, and other depredators of 
the crop. : 

‘From the preceding observations, it may fairly be concluded, 
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that in whole numbers an average crop of wheat would remove 
from the soil of an acre, in straw, chaff, and grain, 
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POr-ORIUE OL ION 52 osid's «tac cele ciuainiate cue nie niwiside @eleete slate 1 
Otay e's -ncawiace a hide veleias ce eislae SAD Ros carne Gey se 23 
SOU Aa Seis anes o dcidaie cae eel wth eer eee aoe auNeenTs 14 
AZOLMUBEO IMALET, cals c\<'cieinsin(ckvercin'e wid wale oar bes jae es Seisioae 386 
Carbonised substances, as starch,........0.ceeeeeecees 1,758 


Of these substances, four may be considered as non-essentials 
in a practical point of view, namely, lime, per-oxide of iron, 
soda, and carbonised matter, all of which, if the plant requires 
them, it may readily obtain from almost any soil, with the ex- 
ception of the’ latter, which, in part, may be derived from the 
atmosphere ; and, unless the soil is purely calcareous, the silica 
may be dispensed with, as it would always exist in sufficient 
quantity in the soil. In order to supply the other ingredients 
we must employ a salt of potash, and one of magnesia, a phos- 
phate and a sulphate of lime, and a due proportion of nitrogen 
or ammonia, in a state capable of being assimilated by the 
plants, purely calcareous soils excepted, which would require 
an alkaline silicate. The silica and potash can be most eco- 
nomically supplied by means of unJeached wood ashes, the 
ashes of wood from soaper’s waste, the silicate of potash, as it 
is manufactured for agricultural purposes, and by New-Jersey 
greenm-sand marl; the phosphoric acid, by horn shavings, ivory 
dust, the various forms of bone manure, either calcined or un- 
burned, or by the new mineral phosphorite ; the sulphuric acid, 
by gypsum, the sulphates of potash, and magnesia, or sulphated 
bones (bones dissolved in sulphuric acid); the magnesia, if it 
does not already exist in sufficiency in the soil, by magnesian 
lime or marls, or sulphate of magnesia (Epsom salts) ; and the 
azotised matter from nitrogen or ammonia, in their various 
forms, as the nitrate of lime and of soda, gas lime, the ammo- 
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niacal liquor of gas works, bituminous coal dust, and from 
many of the animal and homestead manures treated of in other 
parts of the present work. 

The next grand object to be attained, is, to substitute for 
guano or farmyard manure, both of which contain the univer- 
sal food of plants, their elements from the above-named sources, 
retaining at the same time their full efficacy ; but this can only 
be done when we shall have learned, what as yet, we know but 
imperfectly—that is, how to give an artificial mixture of the in- 
dividual ingredients the mechanical form and chemical qual- 
ities essential to their reception, and to their nutritive action 
on the plant; for, without this form, they cannot perfectly sup- 
ply the place of Peruvian guano, nor of. farmyard manure. 

Considering this subject, then, in its various bearings, the fol- 
lowing formule, or recipes, are offered, together with such direc- 
tions and explanatory remarks as may be necessary for afford- 
ing the requisite nutriment to an acre of wheat, the land being 
of fair quality, and in good condition as regards its aspect to 
the sun, state of tilth, drainage, &., &c. 


RECIPE No. 1. 

(To be applied as a top-dressing.) 
5 lbs. 
ake OF Silicate Or BOda, <1. + a) sto1o e's 5 sjaicisicle s%si0's sicje'sin'e slots 224 
Bones, crushed or broken,..........s0eeee-ees 112 
Oil of vitriol, (Sulphuric acid,)...........+..4. 56 
e Sulphate of magnesia,.......2.ceeeececeresees 40 
Carbonate of potash,........+.-ccscccessccces 35 


The bones should be dissolved in the oil of vitriol, previously 
diluted with an equal measure of water. When they become 
thoroughly broken down, the sulphate of magnesia and car- 
bonate of potash should be added, and the whole well stirred, 
and left at rest for 24 hours. At the end of this time, the mix- 
ture would probably be found sufficiently dry, when broken 
up, to be distributed on the land; or, it might otherwise be 
mixed with ashes or mould, in order to obtain a proper con- 
dition to be sown. ‘T'wo thirds of the silicate of soda, and $d 
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of the last-named mixture may be applied as a top-dressing to 
the young wheat plants very early in the spring; but the re- 
mainder of both should be reserved, and applied as late as prac- 
ticable, in order that they may beat the command of the plants 
as the ears fill, and as the straw and chaff strengthen. 

In many soils, such as stiff silicious clays, and in all local- 
ities where the soil is formed from granitic or other primitive 
rocks, the addition of silicates would be an unnecessary outlay 
of money; but the other mixture is comparatively cheap, and 
would in many cases more than remunerate the farmer, if not 
in the crop of wheat which would follow, at least at some other 
period of rotation. : 


RECIPE No. 2. 
ks (To be applied as a top-dressing.) 
lbs. 
ake-@F Ronedust,. ogi. gs) esiesesmasaes weeae names 200 
Magnesian lime, (air-slacked,)...... a Sree ee 100 
Wood ashes, (unleached,)........ceeceeseeces 200 


Mix the three substances well together with an equal measure 
of coal ashes, powdered charcoal, fine loam, or common dry 
earth, and sow uniformly over the field of young wheat in the 
spring. In place of the unleached ashes, 400 lbs. of leached may 
be employed, or if more economical, 400 lbs. of New-Jersey 
green-sand marl. 


RECIPE No. 8. 
(To be applied to a newly-plowed grass sward or a clover ley.) 
lbs. 
‘Lake of Periyian -SUdI0,; ois ca’s.a\0 ane» 50s ee es,00 aslsaye 200 
Gypsum, ground or burnt,..........00-eee eens 100 
Common ‘salt. 052) 02) ait ace, 200 


‘Mix the three well together with an equal quantity, by meas- 
ure, of coal ashes, fine loam, or common dry earth. If more 
convenient to the farmer, a bushel of powdered charcoal may 
be substituted for the gypsum, the whole to be uniformly scat- 
tered over the surface of the field, just before plowing under or 
harrowing in the wheat seed. The spring and summer follow- 
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ing, a top-dressing may be added to the growing crops, pre- 
pared agrecably to Recipes No. 1 or No. 2. 

RECIPE No. 4. 


(To be applied lo land not in grass, and somewhat worn.) 


lbs. 

Take Of, Purwvinn: Gund, «i055. 5 iso's ci sca ues oo ee cron gan 300 
Gypsum, ground or burnt,............ceceeeee 150 
COMMONS sans anasiaee Molecule dotek cere eed 100 


Incorporate the three ingredients well together with 24 cords 
of mould, or swamp or pond muck, to be lightly plowed in 
previous to sowing the seed, after which the young wheat 
plants should be top-dressed as directed in Recipe No. 3. 


RECIPE No. 5. 


(To be plowed in previous to sowing the seed.) 


lbs. 

(DAKO OF PELAVIAn CUANOses a cus « caciesincn se hese ewale eae 100 
Gypsum, ground or DUINE,.. 2. ccc ccc ce ee eens 100 
COMMON Salty s:: 57s cle:ctsaratevsterae ease ee alata’ e aelevel 100 


Firsi mix the gypsum and salt well together with 10 bushels 
of unleached ashes, or with 20 bushels that are leached, and 5 
cords of mould direct from the woods; let them remain in a 
heap for 2 or 3 weeks; then incorporate the guano with the 
mixture, and spread it upon a field in tolerable condition, and 
lightly plow it in before sowing the wheat seed. If more con- 
venient or economical to the farmer, 1,000 lbs. of New-Jersey 
green-sand marl may be substituted for the ashes; or instead 
of the gypsum, a bushel of powdered charcoal may be used. 


RECIPE No. 6. 
(To be plowed in previous to sowing the seed.) 


lbs. 

Take of Peruvian guano,..............00. Paes pet ees 100 
One ust, ots.) ay. Ssierigs Sak Wi lbiay aise’ soepres 100 
Gypsum, powdered or fe. sWirloltaini sia cetelele ae 100 
Cogan or Salty. aia oreistel cies ie bro nin cpeleta am teieclaceisiets 100 

POO s oiaicinisip swt = sisinicie olsisinie a cieisiereraiatsterciean steraiee 100 


Mix the whole well together with 20 bushels of /eached ashes 
and a cord of dried river or pond mud, and lightly plow it in 


406 SFECIAL MANURES. 


previous to sowing the seed. If more convenient, a bushel of 
powdered charcoal may be applied instead of the gypsum; or, 
for the leachedashes 1,000lbs. of New-Jersey green-sand marl 
may be used. 


RECIPE No. 7. 
(To be plowed in previous to sowing the seed.) 
lbs. 
ake of, Pemivian guandy.ins.< cvicias sojekte «si goeye a cleaner aren 100 
Boned ashy ci 3s oj beats bee win aaa Mendes 100 
Gypsum, ground or burnt,........-..0sseeese 200 
‘Salt bitterns, powdered,......csccccccecccess 100 


Mix them well with a cord of dried river or pond mud, and 
lightly plow it under just before sowing the seed. 


RECIPE No. 8. 
(To prepare wheat seed for an acre—a remedy for smut.) 
ake of Seed Wheat, . 00. os « 0 cejcvlaceesdiaicine 1; to 2 bush. 
Commnron' Ball, <\..c sce seine ejeuwccisin wicks % pint. 
OAUSETC HMC... cote. sipiaie birle\ds,© Sw! osnioie 1 quart. 


On the evening previous to sowing, put the wheat into a tub 
of a convenient size; pour on a sufficient quantity of rain 
water to cover the wheat 2 or more inches deep; immediately 
stir it with a large spatula or spade, and skim off the seeds of 
weeds and light kernels of wheat as long as they rise to the 
surface ; after which, the wheat should be carefully turned 
out on the floor or some other suitable place, in order that the 
water may be drained off. When this is done, pour another 
or fresh parcel of clean water into the tub with the salt and 
lime, which, by stirring, will secon dissolve; then gradually 
stir into the liquid the wheat seed with the spatula or spade, 
and in this condition let all remain till the next morning, (say 
12 hours,) when the watery part should be poured off, and the 
wheat spread on the floor to drain dry, and immediately after 
sown. If the kernels do not appear of a whitish color, or 
coated with the lime, more of that material may be sifted upon 
them, and the wheat stirred or worked over with a spade ora 
hoe until sufficiently covered with it. 
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Another remedy for the smut in wheat, is, after it is cleaned, 
to form a brine by a mixture of salt and barnyard water, 
strong enough to bear up an egg, in which the wheat seed 
should be soaked from 12 to 24 hours; then drain off the brine, 
spread the wheat on the barn floor, scatter over it air-slacked 
lime, and work the heap over with a shovel or hoe, until each 
grain is covered with a white coat. The seed may then be 
sown. 

In either of the two last-named methods, no-more seed should 
be prepared than can be sown the same day; otherwise, it 
would heat and spoil. 


RECIPE No. 9. 


(A remedy for slugs on wheat.) 
bushels. 


Tak: Of: Common Salts carctcicls. ccolsiae ise ssitisioisie as s’e0 earn Marae 1h 
Wood ashes, (unleached,)...........2-sceesees 6 


Mix and sow broadcast on the young wheat in the spring. 


METHODS OF SUPPLYING THE REQUISITE INGREDIENTS 
TO AN ACRE OF RYE. 


Tuts crop is generally consigned by the farmer to the poorer 
class of soils of his fields, with the impression that it will grow 
almost anywhere, in consequence of its sometimes producing 
a fair yield on thin, light, sandy lands; but rye, like all other 
grain-bearing plants, depends upon the earth, not to the atmos- 
phere, for most of its nutriment after the kernel begins to 
form; and if that nutriment does not already exist in the soil, 
it must be artificially supplied. Yet, such soils as are dry and 
husky, and consist of chalky, sandy or gravelly loams, which 
are not able to maintain a crop of wheat, will produce a good 
crop of rye. 

Thus, by inspecting the tables, it will be seen that the pro- 
portions of lime, potash, and phosphoric acid are not compara- 
_ tively large, but that, from the great quantity of straw in a rye 
crop, a considerable proportion of other ingredients are taken 
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away from the soil. Therefore, set it down as an established 
principle, that rye cannot be grown except on a fertile soil, or 
a poor one that has been manured. The amount of azotised 
matter taken up by an acre of rye is estimated to be 243 lbs. ; 
that of carbonised substances, 1,994 lbs. 

The following methods of manuring an acre of this crop 
have been adopted in various places, and have been attended 
with satisfactory results :-— . 


RECIPE No. 10. 
(To be plowed or harrowed in with the seed.) 


bs. 

Take of Peruvian guano,............cseees Nak ges soe nite 200 
New-Jersey green-sand marl,........0.20- 0 1,000 
COMMON SAll, Naser ,sitsmidareteidiovers <u als cisveiee ws /swrele 50 
Charcoal Gusta secics seesekse eles ovice sce ee 100 


Mix the whole well together with double their bulk of fine 
mould or dried mud, and scatter it broadcast over the field, and 
lightly plow or harrow it in with the seed. If the green-sand 
marl cannot conveniently be obtained, 10 bushels of unleached 
wood ashes, or 20 bushels of leached may be applied as a top- 
dressing after harrowing in the seed. 

RECIPE No. 11. 


(To be plowed and harrowed in at the time of sowing.) 
lbs 


Wake’ of Bonedasty eis: Seid awawlnet-Miaatide eden apineae 100 
COMIN ON) SANE oc ios Sierras a/ciss8, ced imne dae eio-aeuerasipig 50 
Gypsum, ground or DUIMt,..... cece eee ee eee 106 
MCALTO EEE Cs «orca laraiarar olore eee scale talents mcs! ae aa) or ainis 100 


Incorporate the bonedust and salt with 8 bushels of unleached 
wood ashes, and lightly plow them in previous to sowing ; then 
mix the gypsum and nitre with 2 bushels of ashes, sow it broad- 
cast, as a top-dressing, and harrow it in with the seed. 

RECIPE No./12. 


(To be plowed in previous to sowing the seed.) 


bs. 

Take of Menhaden, s: .22 eats steed k yale eae wwecien ees 1,000 E 
Gypsum, ground or burnt,.....ssesseeeeseee 100 
Green-sand MAT], «as soe cba sins ssibioosee cfaene «eel 600 


incorporate them with a cord of rich loam, dried peat, 
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swamp or pond muck, and, either plow in the mixture at once, 
15 or 20 days before sowing the seed, or let it lie ina heap for 
the same length of time, and then spread it broadcast on the 
field, and plow it in a day or two before sowing. 


RECIPE No. 18. 


(To prepare seed rye for an acre.) 


Put the saltpetre into 3 quarts of scalding water, and stir it 
till dissolved, which will require less than 15 minutes; let it 
remain until it is cold ; sprinkle it over from 1 to 2 bushels of 
rye, in a tub of a suitable size; directly after, pour over as 
much barnyard water, (an infusion of cow dung.) as will lie - 
above the seed 4 inches deep ; let it soak 4 hours; then drain 
off the liquor ; gradually stir in the lime until the kernels are 
well coated, and immediately sow. 


METHOD OF SUPPLYING THE REQUISITE INGREDIENTS 
TO AN ACRE OF OATS. 


Ir will be seen from the tables that, in total inorganic ingre- 
dients, oats abstract comparatively a large quantity from the 
soil. The amount of phosphoric acid, however, is rather 
smaller than that of wheat and barley, but in alkalies they are 
nearly as rich. They also require less azotised matter as well 
as carbonised substances to perfect their growth, the amount 
of the former being about 298 lbs. to an acre, and that of the 
latter, 1,675 lbs. 

A manure, or amendment, which has been found congenial 
to this crop may be prepared and applied agreeably to the fol- 
lowing directions -— 

RECIPE No. 14. 


(To be plowed in previous to sowing the seed.) 


bs 

tO Ole BOHOGIUSES .!.)s «tz eciois vis ss/etsialcloiels ea ole ste vielen eie'w a.e.c 100 
Gypsum, ground or burnt,......0.-seeseseeeee 100 
Gammon salty. bi.icee < as, <crde Beh wakeneutdss apiae 50 


18 


? \ 
410 SPECIAL MANURES. 


Incorporate the whole well together with 10 bushels of un- 
leached Wood ashes; spread the mixture broadcast over the 
field, and harrow it in with the seed. If more conveninent, 
500 Ibs. of New-Jersey green-sand marl may be substituted for 
the wood ashes. 


METHODS OF SUPPLYING THE REQUISITE INGREDIENTS 
TO AN ACRE OF BARLEY. 


By comparing the results in the tables, it will be seen that a 
crop of barley removes more mineral matter from the soil than 
a corresponding crop of wheat, with the exception of silica, 
phosphoric acid, and magnesia, the potash and soda being 
about the same. The amount of azotised matter takén up by the 
crop is also rather more than that of wheat, and the carbonised 
substances require more than double, the quantity of azotised 
matter removed by an acre of barley being 397 lbs., and that 
of the carbonised substances 3,726 lbs. 

In Great Britain, it appears that the proper place for a crop 
of barley, in a course of rotation, is after turnips, and before 
rye grass and clover; and any departure from this mode upon 
such soils as are especially adapted for its growth, (that isa 
sandy or gravelly loam,) is thought to be bad economy. On 
light soils, where the previous crop of turnips has been grown 
solely by the aid of special manures, such as guano, bones, or 
super-phosphate of lime, the practice has, for a long time, been 
to consume either the whole or a portion of the crop on the 
field, as a preparation for barley and grass seed; and it is one 
which serves the purpose so fully in that country, as yet, that 
no other mode has been pointed out by which the light-land 
farmer can keep up the fertility of his soil so easily and at sn 
small an expense; but in the United States, where the turnip 
is usually considered a precarious crop, in consequence of the 
fly, with a different climate, as well as a different system of 
economy to be pursued, barley necessarily has to occupy a dif- 
ferent place in a course of rotation. ‘ 
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Farmyard manure was long held in high repute for its pecu- 
liar adaptation to the barley crop, before folding and artificial 
manures were in vogue; and the Scottish farmers long ago re- 
corded their opinion of its merits in the pithy proverb: “ Dirt 
makes bere grow.” The practice of dunging for barley direct- 
ly from the barnyard is now nearly absolete. 

Pigeon dung, however, in countries where these birds abound, 
is still used at the rate of about 20 bushels to the acre, sowed 
and harrowed in with the seed. 

Guano, also, has frequently been applied to this crop, and in 
many cases with the best possible results. Its action, however, 
has, in general, been found too forcing—increasing the bulk 
of straw to such an extent as to endanger the quality of the 
grain, and the safety of the succeeding crops of clover and rye 
grass. On naturally weak soils, when sown with barley, it has 
been found to encourage an inordinate premature growth, which, 
however, ceases when the ear is about half filled. When this 
occurs, “whitening” takes place before ripening; the straw 
becomes soft and feeble, and the grain proves husky and shriv- 
elled. But on good hard land, which will carry a bulky crop, 
without being laid, (lodged,) guano may be used with great 
advantage. 

The manures suitable for an acre of barley may be com- 
pounded agreeably to the foliowing directions:— 


RECIPE No. 15. 
(To be applied to land previously cultivated with potatoes, wheat, or Indian corn.) 
lbs. 


Fake.of Peru visi Suanossy cele cisic low awizes o!alc.00 00 «sociales 100 
INAtrate OF SOGA. ot), :cinina\a.c/sielsihioeo.> araciecic.ssiereie.= 50 
Epsom salts,......cecccccccecccccecercvercees 50 
OOMMOM Sal hy «sic < cracie’s sees Hela cisla spawn soe ey ole 200 


The guano should be harrowed or lightly plowed in with the 
seed, which may be done without damage to its vitality, and 
the saline substances can afierwards be applied as a top-dress-_ 
ing, with most effect when the plants have made some little 
progress above ground. 
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RECIPE No. 16. 


(To be harrowed in with the seed.) 


lbs. 

Take of Perteviat: CTWANOS . <x od ser cisins ciem <8ss sine nivieiarsly 200 
PONCA UBL cals fis age wl Venee vemewc ste oa vaceeees 100 
Gypsum, ground or DUINE,...... 6. ccc cece eens 200 
Goninon Galty. . S Miersiaiuis ota ica vies ea aie ciaeajer 100 


Incorporate the bonedust and salt well together with 5 bush- 
els of unleached wood ashes, or with 10 that have been leached, 
into one heap, and the guano and gypsum with 10 bushels of 
mould or common earth into another heap ; then, mix the whole, 
and apply it broadcast on the field, and harrow it in immedi- 
ately with the seed. If more convenient to the farmer, instead 
of the ashes, 500 lbs. of New-Jersey green-sand marl may 
be used. 


RECIPE No. 17. 
(To be plowed in before sowing the seed.) 


lbs. 

FLaKG Of MIGHHAUCN, <<... %.<s20s dukseecerece wens oak aewas 2,000 
Gypsum, ground or Durnt,........sceesceeees 100 
COMMMION SALES: cicigacvie « baniem witisin clas sb vials olelaw 100 


Incorporate the whole well together with 5. bushels of un 
leached wood ashes, or 10 bushels of leached, and 2 cords of 
swamp or pond muck, and lightly plow the mixture into the 
land a few days before sowing the seed. If more economical, 
500 lbs. of New-Jersey green-sand marl may be employed in- 
stead of the ashes. 


RECIPE No. 18. 
(To prepare seed barley for an acre.) 


WAKO OP) DALY 4 = «iis 0 s.0 ac vle,creieidtaceuiieieine rieit ob 1} to 3 bush. 
Cominon' Sally. (cic< cine ¢ c's wleteoe none so ae 1 pint. 
Caustic HMe,. . occ ccctwces passes csen's 1 quart. 


If the kernels of the barley are thick-skinned, proceed pre- 
cisely as directed in Recipe No. 8; but if it be of a thin-skinned 
variety, one half of the time as therein given will be sufficient 
for it to steep. 
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METHODS OF SUPPLYING THE REQUISITE INGREDIENTS 
TO AN #&£CRE OF INDIAN CORN. 


By an inspection of the tables, it will be seen that Indian corn 
may be ranked among the most exhausting crops. It is evident 
that poor, thin soils will scarcely remunerate the farmer for 
its cultivation ; and that, unlike other cereals, there is but little 
danger of using too much manure in its product ; nor is it liable 
to run to foliage, and thereby fail to produce grain; neither will 
it lodge, or fall down, by its own excessive disproportion of or- 
ganic to the inorganic matter of which it is composed. 

There is one remarkable feature in regard to the amount of 
mineral matter extracted from the soil by this crop, which it is 
hoped, will dispel the popular notion that phosphate of lime, 
(bone earth,) is sufficient to supply the food of a corn crop; 
or in other words, that bonedust or phosphorite will furnish 
the necessary elements of the whole plant without the aid of 
much, if any other manure. But, in order to perfect the crop, 
it is as necessary that the stalks, silks, and tassels be supplied 
with their appropriate food, as the kernel; for it is not to be 
doubted but that the grain itself depends upon the full develop- 
ment of all the parts which precede it. Supply them with 
matter suitable for their increase and perfection, and the grain 
will also be supplied. For, it must not be forgotten that these, 
or similar parts of plants, very frequently contain elements 
which are not found, except in very small proportions in the 
seed or grain; yet it is obvious that, in some way or other, 
these elements are quite essential to their perfection. 

Those who desire to raise large crops of this grain, may be 
guided by the following directions :-— 


RECIPE No. 19. 


(To be plowed or harrowed in previous to planting the seed.) 


lbs. 
Take of Peruyi al) SUANGs .(s: <im\2ie.a'sdsjsinnaivieieiaie sieleiolsin, ofc sierais 400 
Gypsum, ground or bunt,.... ...ceeeeeeeeeeee 100 


Incorporate them well together with 2 cords of rich mould, 
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road scrapings, or decomposed peat; scatter them broadcast 
over the field, and lightly plow or harrow them in, as fast as 
the mixture is spread, just’ before planting the seed. Then, at 
the first or second hoeing, scatter close to the plants, $ pint of 
unleached wood ashes, or a pint leached, to every four hills, 
(5 or 10 bushels,) previous to drawing up the earth. 


RECIPE No. 20. 
(To be applied to an acre of light sandy land.) 
Take of Half-decomposed stable dung,........... 3 cords. 
Gy PSO 2.5 Sas nce cine e aiviele'e ofesives las amine 100 lbs. 


Mix them well together, and apply about 54 pints in each 
hill at the time of planting the seed ; then, just previous to the 
first hoeing, or weeding, scatter broadcast between the hills, 10 
bushels of wnleached wood ashes, or 20 bushels leached, and at 
the second hoeing, or moulding, bury midway between each 
hill 1 menhaden, or some other kind of fish of a corresponding 
weight. 

RECIPE No. 21. 
(To be applied in the hill with the seed.) 


Take of American poudrette,.............0..e00e 10 bush. 
See SOCOM Shs Speriiotete oio[a eats peels arinke nl tate 200 Ibs. 


Incorporate them well together, and sprinkle the mixture in 
the places where the seed has been, or is about to be dropped, 
at the rate of a pint to every 4 hills. If the land is light, and 
naturally rather poor, $ pint of leached ashes may be buried 
around every 4 hills at the moulding, or second hoeing. 


RECIPE No. 22. 


(To prepare a steep for an acre of seed worn.) 


: lbs. 
Take Of Sai Patres se a.cic sine a ete stereo meealale wiciaiw  Mioieiaiale oe iste 1 
Copperas, (sulphate of iron,)..........eseceeese Q 


Disso.ve each of them in separate vessels, in 6 quarts of 
water (rain water is best) ; put 8 quarts of shelled seed, (eight- 
rowed yelliow,) into a tub of a convenient size, over which pour 
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the two liquids ; stir the whole well together, and allow it to 
remain for 24 to 36 hours just before planting. Seed prepared 
in this manner will be less liable to the attacks of birds and’ 
worms, and will give the young plants an early start, a vigor- 
ous growth, and an early maturity of the whole crop. 


RECIPE No. 28. 


(To make a soak for seed corn.) 


Take of Saltpetre,......ccseecceccvccescececscecces 2 Ibs. 
Flour of sulphury,......cccccercccrcrcereees 2 «& 
STAN, 25 0\0,0)5,930 0\0;3\n/ 1a aie ols mia'slepaiwigie: 6] oa'eesaipioisi=)0/« 1 pint 


Inclose the sulphur in a bag, which, together with the salt- 
petre, put into 10 gallons of hot water; pour this over the corn 
in a tub, and allow it to soak for 6 to 12 hours. Then, stir and 
dissolve the tar in 2 gallons of boiling water; drain the other 
liquid from as much of the seed corn as you wish to plant in 
a day; stir it around in the tar water until it becomes well 
coated with the tar; drain off the tar water, and dry the corn 
by rolling it in a mixture of equal parts of powdered gypsum 
and wood ashes. No more seed should be taken from the solu- 
tion of sulphur and saltpetre than can be planted in a day. 
The germinating power of the corn will not be injured for 
several days, if kept constantly covered with the steep. 


METHODS OP SUPPLYING THE REQUISITE INGREDIENTS 
TO AN ACRE OF POTATOES. 


From an inspection of the tables, it will be apparent why it 
is, as is found to be the case in practice, that so much manure 
is required for a heavy crop of potatoes. The alkaline and 
earthy bases, and both phosphoric and sulphuric acids are ab- 
stracted largely from the soil by this crop, and must be re- 
placed, if the land is to be retained in its fertility. More than 
one half of the amount of ash produced by the entire plant 
consists of potash and soda, and it is evident that it requires 
the use of such substances for manuring the crop as are rich 
in these elements. 
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The amount of azotised matter required for an acre of pota- 
toes, as far as ascertained, is 615 lbs.; and that of carbonised 
substances, 4,000 lbs. 

The modes of manuring, which have been practised with 
success in the cultivation of the potato, are conformable to the 
following dirsctions :— 


RECIPE No. 24. 
(To be applied in the hili at the time of planting.) 


Take of Horse dung, unfermented,.............. 6 cords. 
Gypsum, ground or burnt,.............. 3 bush. 
Wood ashes, (unleached,)............... 10 « 
Common Bali see aicc cs aecise ow eens 100 Ibs. 


First mix well together the ashes, gypsum, and salt; then 
incorporate them with the horse dung, and apply nearly halfa 
peck to each hill with the potatoes at the time of planting. If 
more convenient to the farmer, instead of the unleached ashes 
20 bushels of leached ones, or 1,000 lbs. of New-Jersey green- 
sand marl may be used. 


RECIPE No. 25. 
(To be applied in the hill at the time of planting.) 


Take of Long barnyard manure,.............00- 6 cords. 
Gypsum, ground or burnt,.............. 3 bush. 
Wood ashes, (unleached,).............. 15s 
Commoanisals ax. skcis-sic oleic ante oes 100 Ibs. 


Mix and apply as in Recipe No. 24. For the wood ashes, 
1,500 lbs. of green-sand marl may be substituted. 


RECIPE No. 26. 
(To be applied to an acre of newly-broken sod.) 


bushels. 
SEARGHOL DONGUUMS Es. 2 cok citelsae siaceleiepidcistricnaiels! rats eis)s aes 1} 
Gypsum, ground or burnt,........0...cceee eee 3 
Qyster-shelllimie, «sro <id.njelaeivoia vido ans anette ae 3 
Wood ashes, (unleached,)............seeesseee 24 


Mix the whole well together, and apply about 34 pints to 
each hill, on top of the potatoes at the time of planting. If 
more convenient, 48 bushels of leached ashes, or 2,400 Ibs. of 
green-sand marl may be substituted for the ashes unleached. 
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CONCLUDING REMARKS. 


THE preceding recipes and directions will suffice to show the 
manner in which the analyses of ‘he ashes of plants may be 
made serviceable to the farmer by instructing him what mate- 
rials he has abstracted from the swil of various crops that he 
may have cultivated upon it. He should not rest satisfied, 
however, with calculations made on individual varieties of 
plants, and what may be considered as more than an average 
yield, but apply them to actual cases on his own farm, making 
use of such manures, and in such quantities, as will best suit 
his economy or convenience, in affording a due proportion of 
organic and inorganic food to his crops, without impoverishing 
the normal fertility of the soil. For, it is assumed in most of 
the foregoing recipes that the land is in good heart at the onset, 
and that the quantities of manures or fertilisers recommended 
will chiefly be abstracted by the respective crops succeeding. 
A proper regard should also be paid to the rotations, and due 
care observed that allowances be made for the excess of min- 
eral matter not removed by the preceding harvest, always 
bearing in mind that those parts of the plants which are left. 
to decay on the field, will return their quota of mineral ingre- 
dients to the soil, and consequently will not have to be supplied 
by other means. 

It is to be regretted that the recipes and directions cannot be 
extended to all of our cultivated plants, garden vegetables, 
fruits, and trees, but owing to the limited space allotted to this 
treatise, I am compelled to suspend operations for the present, 
and leave the task to the inquiring and intelligent agriculturist 
to study and perform for himself. In order to aid him in his 
operations in calculating the approximate amount of chemical 
ingredients that certain manures or fertilisers will impart to 
his crops, the following list of substances is offered as affording 
the chief ingredients that the plants will require :— 

100 lbs. of common farmyard manure, in its ordinary state, 
contains about 3% = of potash, and 32 Ibs. of phosphoric acid. 

18’ . 
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100 Ibs. of good Peruvian guano will yield about 17 lbs. of 
ammonia; 10 lbs. of phosphoric acid; and 8 lbs. of alkaline 
salts. : 

100 lbs. of American unleached wood ashes contain about 
7 lbs. of phosphoric acid ; 3 lbs. of sulphuric acid ; 12 lbs. of 
potash ; 9 lbs. of soda ; 25 lbs. of lime, and 5 Ibs. of magnesia. 

100 lbs. of leached or washed ashes are estimated to contain 
about one half as much potash, magnesia, and soda as those 
which have not been leached, and nearly as much lime, and 
sulphuric and phosphoric acids. 

100 lbs. of gypsum, (plaster,) contain 46 lbs. of sulphuric 
acid, and 54 lbs. of lime. 

100 lbs. of New-Jersey green-sand marl contain about 6 lbs. 
of potash, and 24 lbs. of prot-oxide of iron. 

100 lbs. of common salt contain about 39 Ibs. of sodium. 

100 lbs. of salt bat/erns contain 28 lbs. of sodium; 5 lbs. of 
sulphuric acid ; and 8 lbs. of lime. 

100 lbs. of bonedust contain about 25 lbs. of phosphoric acid. 

100 lbs. of phosphorite, or native phosphate of lime, contain 
about 40 lbs. of phosphoric acid. 


ROTATION OF CROPS. 


THE experience of husbandmen, from the earliest times, has 
shown that the same kinds of plants, with some exceptions, 
cannot be cultivated advantageously in continued succession 
on the same soil. The same or similar species have a tendency 
to grow feebly, degenerate, or become more subject to diseases, 
when cultivated consecutively upon the same ground; and 
hence, the rule which forms the basis of a system of regular 
alternation of crops is, that plants of the same or allied species 
are not to be grown in immediate succession ; and furthermore, 
the same rule would imply that similar kinds of crops should 
recur at as distant intervals of the course as circumstances will 
allow. : 

As no particular systems of rotation have as yet been estab- 
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By the preceding tables, there is exhibited, at one view, the 
crops that may succeed each other for ten consecutive years on 
three general classes of soil. For instance, to commence with 
flax, clover, or carrots, in the first table, wheat, Indian corn, 
oats, or barley and turnips may be cultivated the second year ; 
rye and turnips may be cultivated after wheat or Indian corn 
the third year; rye, carrots, or barley and turnips after oats, 
the third year; and rye or carrots after barley and turnips the 
third year. Rye, or barley and turnips may be cultivated after 
rye and turnips the fourth year; and potatoes after rye, car- 
rots, barley and turnips, and rye or carrots the fourth year. 

In like manner, proceed in the other tables, continuing hori- 
zontally in a direct line across the tables until the tenth year is 
reached. when the course of rotation is commenced anew, &c. 
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